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2 NEW WORKS AMD NEW EDITIONS 

ABBOTT.— MORAL AND EDUCATIONAL WORKS: 

Compiling the Young Christian. Teacher, Way to do Uood, So. 8vo. 7s. cloth. 

AIRY.— CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE ENCYCLOPEDIA ME- 

TROPOLITANA: vii. Trigonometry, Figureof the Earth, and Tides and Wares. 
One Volume, 4to, Us. cloth. 
ANECDOTES— CYCLOPEDIA OP RELIGIOUS ANECDOTES; 

A vast Collection of Facta, Narratives, and Examples, with Copious Index. 
Condensed and Revised from the Work of Rev. K. Arvino. With Introductory 
Esuy by the Rev. Dr. Cheevrr. Third Edition, Crown Bra. 4s. Bd. cloth. 

ASTRONOMY. 

THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ASTRONOMY.— Plane Astronomy, (Professor 
Barlow,) Nautical Astronomy. (Captain Kates.) Physical Astronomy, (Sir J. 
Herschel.) Figaro of the Earth, (Professor Airy.) Tideaand Waves, (Professor 
Airy.) With fl Plates, Mo, Els.hnlf read*. 
BALFOUR.— A MANUAL OF BOTANY ; 

An Introduction to the Study of the Structure, Physiology, and Classification of 
Plants. By Joalt H. Balfour, F.R.S.E., Professor of Botany in the University of 
Edinburgh. Numerous Illustrations, Second Edition, crown Svo, lib. 6d- doth. 
BIBLICAL ANTIQUITIES. 

BIBLICAL ANTIQUITIES. OR ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE HOLY 
SCRIPTURES. BytheRev.F. A. Cox, D.D. LL.D. With Map* and nearly 
BOO Illustrations, orown Svo, 7s. fid. cloth. 

BIOGRAPHY. 

CYCLOP jBDIA OF POPULAR RELIGIOUS BIOGRAPHY. Bythe Rev. 

Robert Jamieson, D.D. Crown Bvo. Jn preparation. 

BIOGRAPHY. 

Curiosities of B:oOB*PU>:or, Mcmoiraof Remarkable Men. Illustrated by One 
Hundred Characteristic Portraits. l&no, 3a. Ed. cloth. 

BOOK OF NATURE: 

THE BOOK OF NATURE; a Comprehensive Introduction to the Na- 
tural and Physical Sciences. From the German of Professor Schobbler, 
with numerous Additions, by Henry Medlock. F.C.S.. Senior Assistant in the 
Royal College of Chemistry, Assistant Secretary of the Chemical Society. With 
Copious Index, and illustrated by above 500 Engravings, post Svo, cloth, 10s. Od. 

First Division— Comprehending Physics, Astronomy, and Chemistry. 
With above Two II undred Engravings, post Bvo, cloth, 6». 

Second Division — Comprehending mineralooy. Urology, Botany, Physi- 
ology, and Zoology. With above 300 Engravings, post 6vo. cloth, 5s. Bd. 

BOOK 6? TRADES ; 

Or, Circle of the Useful Arts. Illustrated by Engravings and Woodcuts, Tenth 
Edition, lfimo, 4a. Bd. cloth. 

BUNYAN.— THE PILGRIM'S PROGRESS ; 

New and beautiful Edition. With numerous Engravings by Harvey, Martin, and 
Corbould, post Bvo, Be. extra binding. 

CAMPBELL.— BRITISH NAVAL HISTORY. 

Lives of the British Admirals and Naval History of Great Britain from the Days 
of Caesar to the Present Time. Engravings, fcap. Svo, Is. fid. cloth, Eg. extra binding. 

CHILD (MRS.}— BIOGRAPHIES OF GOOD WIVES, 

By the Author of the Mother's Book. Foolscap Bvo, is. cloth, richly gilt. 

CHRISTISON.— AGRICULTURAL TABLES, 

For Computing the Weight of Cattle, Quantity of Hay, &c, Valuing of Land, Ac. 
ftc. By John Chribtison. Ninth edition, royal ISmo, Sta. bound. 

CHRISTIS ON.— READY RECKONER; 

A Manual of Reference for thu Merchant, Tradesman, and Agriculturist. By John 
CHttiSTiHOK. Thlrty-tbird edition, royal ISmo, 2s, M. bound. 

CHRONOLOGY. 

TABLES OF UNIVERSAL CHRONOLOGY, from the Earliest Period to 
the Present Time; ao arranged as to show the Contemporaneous Events in all 
Countries at one View, with an extensive Alphabetical and Classified Index. 
One large Volume, crown Bvo, closely printed. Ncartp ready. 



PUBLISHED BY GRIFFIN AND CO. 

COLERIDGE.— A TREATISE ON METHOD. 

Introductory Dissertation to the EnCTclopsedia MetropolL.— 
Method, with ■ Synopsis. By Bamdel Taylor Cdlkhidoh. Cn 

C0J..-5ACRED HISTORY AND BIOGRAPHY, 

Prom the AotedihiTian Period to the Time of the Prophet Malachi. Edited by 
Rev. P. A. Cox, D.D.. LL.D. Crown 8vo, 6*. cloth. 

CRUDEN.— A COMPLETE CONCORDANCE 

Tothe Holy Scriptnree. Condensed and Revised from the larger Wort of Crude n 
By the Rev. Proieasor Eadih, D.D., LL.D. Thirteenth edition, 8vo, 6s. cloth. 

DAVY.— AGRICULTURAL CHEMISTRY. 

ELEMENTS OF AGRICULTURAL CHEMISTRY. By Sir H. Davy, 
Bart, P.K.S-, 4o. New edition, thoroughly; Revised, tny Joujt Srikb, A.M., LL.D., 
Agricultural Cbemiit to the Colony of Bntinh Guiana. Engravings, Svo, 5b. doth. 

D'OKSEY.— SPELLING BY DICTATION; 
A Series of ~ " " - - - ■ ■-■-■• 

TtHlUlljiiii 
iSmo, la. ck~,. 

BADLE.— A BIBLICAL CYCLOP-fiDIA . 

Or, IHctiouary of Eaateru Antiquities, Geography, Natural History, Sacred 
Aunab and Biography, Theology, and Biblical literature. By the Rev. Professor 
Eidis, D.D., LL.D. With Maps and numerous Pictorial Illustrations, third 
edition, 8ro, 10s. (Id. cloth. 

BADIE.— A DICTIONARY OF THE BIBLE, 

For tile Use of Young Persons. By the Kev. Professor Eadie, D.D., LL.D. 
With HO nm*tr»tion», sreond edition, ISmo, 3s. od. cloth. 

EADIE.— EARLY ORIENTAL HISTORY; 

Comprising too Ilistory_ of Egypt, Assyria, Persia, Media, Pbrygia, and Phisnioia. 
By Rot. Prdf. BaDIB, D.D., LL.D. Numerous Illustrations, orown 8vo, 8s. doth. 

ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY.— FIRST DIVISION. 

RISE AND EARLY PROGRESS OF CHRISTIANITY. Br the Right 
R*t. Sunn. Hume, D.D., Bishop of Norwich, to which is added a Dissertation 
on Miracle*, by Rev. J. H. Newman, D.D. Crown Svo, St. oloth. 

ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY.— SECOND DIVISION. 

CHRISTIANITY IN THE MIDDLE AGES. By the Rev. J. A. Jbkemie, 
D.D., Regius Professor of Divinity in the University of Cambridge, and other 
_ Cmtribntora, crown 8vo. Hearty ready. 

EXPERIMENTAL SCIENCE. 

THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF EXPERIMENTAL PHILOSOPHY^Mag- 
nstaw. Electro- Magnetism, Electricity, Galvanism, Heat, Chemistry, Meteor- 
ology, By Professor Barlow, Rot. P. Lcsw, Dr. P. M. Roasrr.and U. H in yet, 

Esq. With 39 Plates, «o. £1 lis. Sd. half russia- 

FER&USON.— HISTORY OP THE ROMAN REPUBLIC. 

HISTORY OF THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION OF THE RO- 
MAN REPUBLIC. By Adam Fbmosom, LL.D. Svo, 3a. 6d. cloth. 

FINE ARTS. 

THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OP THE FINE ARTS .-Architecture, Sculpture, 
Pawning, Heraldry, Numismatics, Poetry, Music, and Engraving. By Nauuek, 
WssratAODTT, Bishop Janes, Gbekx, Hughes, Gwilt, and Lihdsat. With SB 
Einnsp, Ao, £1 lis. Sd. half russia. 

iRAHAMv— COMPOSITOR'S GUIDE. 

THE COMPOSITOR'S TEXT BOOK ; or. Instructions in the Art of Printing. 
With E»»ay on PonotiuuJon. By Johs Graham, litao, &. Sd. cloth. 

GREECE.— HI STORY OP. 

HISTORY OF GREECE from the Earliest Period to the Close of the 
PaUrpormeaian War. By E. Focockl Esq., Rot. J. B. Ottlkt, M.A., Sir 
Tmua N. Talfoc&d, D.C.L., and (he late J. T. Run, Esq. With One 

..•.SB*"* •«>* Fifty Illiutrations. Crown 8vo, cloth, 9s. 

OREBCK AND MACEDONIA— HISTORY OP. 

HfatetT of Greece from the Age of Xonopbou to the absorption of Greece in the 
■lanWs fjljiliii in III I'l ll i Age of Alexander (he Great. By William Rob 
L*Alt,KlV Rev. J. hT B. Moust.ik. D.D., Kev. G. C. Hu.od.kb, B.D., 

Ml ouasta. Illustrated by numerous Wood Engravings. Ntari, iw*. 



4 NEW WOHKfl AND SEW EDITIONS 

ENCYCLOPEDIA METROPOLITANA, OR UNIVERSAL 

DICTIONARY OF KNOWLEDGE. Quarto Library Edition. 
Complete Sea of the Eneyelopajdia Metxopolitana, (published at £61 IS*, in porta.) 

bound in 30 Volumes, to, half-bound Ruin* extra, in beat London binding;, £13 18i. 
The Large Paper Edition, with Proof Impressions of the Plates, {Published at 

£108 it., in Parts.) in 30 Volumes royal to, half-Bcnnd Russia, *S8 6s. 

ENCYCLOPAEDIA METROPOLITANA, NEW AND REVISED 

EDITION. The Second Edition a( the Encyclopaedia Metropolitan* will be 
handsomely printed in a Series of Cabinet Volumes, in Long Primer typo, in 
crown 8vo. The work will be thoroughly revised, many new Treatises added, the 
Articles all provided with comprehensive Indoles, or Analytical Tables of Con- 
tent*, and abundantly illustrated by Map*. Wood -cuts, and Engravings. It will be 
published in Volumes, r-nch containing a Complete Treatise. 
VohL-COLERinOK'S (3. T.) DISSERTATION ON THE SCIENCE OF 
METHOD, revised. With a Synopsis, in. 
B.-STODDART-B (SIR JOHN) UNIVEkSAL GRAMMAR, or the Pure 

Science of Language, oompetely He-written, 5s. 
S.-WHATELY'S (ARCHBISHOP) LOGIC. With a New Synopsis and 

•.-WHATELY'S (ARCHBISHOP) RHETORIC. With a New Synopsis 

6.-HINDsV< I B*hof') HISTORY OF EARLY CHRI8TIANTY. Reviaed. 

towhich in added. NEWMAN'S DISSERTATION ON MIRACLES, 8s. 
fl.-SENIOR'S (NASSAU W.) POLITICAL ECONOMY^**. 
r.-HALE'S (ARCHDEACON) HISTORY OF THE JEWS. From the 
Timoof Alexander the Great to the Destruction of Jerusalem, revised, 5k. 6d. 
8.-SACRED HISTORY AND BIOGRAPHY. From tlio Antediluvian 
Period to the Time of the Prophet Malaehi. Edited and partly written by 
the Rev. F. A. Cox,D.D..LL.D., revised, 9s. 
-HISTORY OF GREEK LITERATURE. By Sir Thomas K. Tal- 
FOURD, Right Rev. De. Blomfield, Bishop of London, and other Con- 
By ] 

irst, ine Ancieni aj-memsoT i-nuosopny 

.,.. . ,....., i. w yi , t" UNrVP.BHil. HISTflBY 
StODDABT, LL-D.-ra-wnLLtu, L",. 

LS.-ROMAN ANTIQUITIES. By William Rah6*i. M.A., Profesaor of 

Humanity in the University of Glasgow. With Hap, and Numerous 

Engravings, be. 6d. 
13.-BOTANY. ByJonNHDTTOKB*i.FOUB,F.R.S.E., Professor of Medicine 

and Botany in the University of Edinburgh. NnmerouBEnCTavings.lfc.6d. 
H.— ELECTRO-METALLURGY; Containing an Account of the most Im- 
proved Methods of depositing Copper, Silver, Gold, and other metals. 

With numerous Illustrations. By Jams*. NsPlBR, F.C.8. 3e.6d. 
IS. -HISTORY OF GREECE from the Earlieat Periods to the Clow of 

the Peloponnesian War. By Sir Thomas N. Talpouhd. D.C.L., Rev. 

J. B. Otti.it, A.M.. E. Pococke, Esq., and other Contributor*. With 

One Hundred and Fifty II lustrations, 9s, 
16.— PHOTOGRAPHY, embracing Daguerreotype, Calotype, &c By Robert 

Hunt, Professor of Mechanical Science in the Museum of Practical 

Geology. London. « Wood- Engravings, fie. 
ir .-VETERINARY ART, by W.C.Spooner. Fifty-o 
18.-EARLY ORIENTAL HISTORY, comprising the ., 

Bria, Persia, Media, Pbrygia, and Phoenicia, by Rev. Professor r,i in e, 
,D., LL.D. With numerous Illustrations, St. 

IB-HISTORY OP THE ROMAN REPUBLIC. By the Rev. Thomas 
Arnold, D.D., Sir Thomas N. Talfoord, D.C.L., the Rev. Profestor 
Jkrbmie, and others. With numerous Illustrations, 8s. 6d. 

CO.-BIBLICAL ANTIQUITIES AND GEOGRAPHY. By Rev. F. A. Cm, 
D.D., LL.D. With Maps and numerous Hlmtrations^i.ed. 

SI.— METALLURGY. A Practical Treatise on the Cbkmibtrt or th* 
Metals; containing an Account of Aataying, Mining, Smelting, Ac., by 
Johh ARTuult Phillips, F.C.S., with ne«r6 2U0 engravings, 12*. Od. 

88,-HISTORY OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH IN THE SECOND AND 
THIRD CENTURIES; including a Biographical and Critical Account 
of tho Ecclesiastical Writers and Heretics of that Period. Bv James 
Ahikaux Jeremie, D.D., Regius Professor of Divinity, Cambridge, 4a. 

GILMER.— INTEREST TABLES. 

Tables lor the Calculation of Interest on any Sam for any Number of Days at all 
Rates, from A to e per Cunt. By Robert Gilmer. Third Edition, Corrected 
and Enlarged, royal 18mo, Es. bound. 



PUBLISHED BY GRIFFIN ASS CO. 5 

GREEK LITERATURE.— TALFOURD, <fco. 

A HISTORY OF GREEK LITERATURE. By Sir T. N, Talfoijkd, Right 
R«t. Dr. Blohfifjji. K. Pocockb, Esq., Rev. H. Thompson, M.A., and other 
Contributors. With Chronological Tables ud Index. Crown ova^s. fld. cloth.] 

GREEK, ROMAN, AND ORIENTAL PHILOSOPHY. 

A HISTORY OF GREEK, ROMAN, AND ORIENTAL PHILOSOPHY. 
By the Right Rev. Dr. Blomfleld, Bishop of London, Profenor Jeremie, Rev. 
K. Smedley, M.A., Re*. J. W. BlaWey, M.A., Rev. W. Wbewel!, D.D., F.R.S. 

Master of Trinity College, Cambridge, and other Contributor!, down Bio. 

GRIFFIN— CHEMICAL RECREATIONS ; 

A Popular Compendium of Experimental Chemistry for the Use of Beginners. 
By John Joseph Griffin, F.C.S. Ninth edition, with £00 Illustration*, 18mo, 
7s. W. bound. 

GRIFFIN'S JUVENILE LIBRARY, Bbautdtullt Illdstrated. 

JANE 3EATON. or the Cornelian Cross, ISmo, Is. 6d. cloth. 
LIFE OF SIR WILLIAM WALLACE, the Scottish Hero, ISmo, la. fid. cloth. 
LADY SANDFORD'S STORIES from the History of Rome, 18nio, la. 6d. oloth. 
SCRIPTURE SCENES, or Views of the Lands of the Bible, lflmo, la. 6d. oloth. 
STORIES OF THE SEA, or Narrative* of Battle and Peril, lBmo, Is. ad. cloth. 
BOOK OF WONDERS, ISmo, U 6d. oloth. 

GRIFFIN.— THE SCIENTIFIC MISCELLANY; 

A Collection of Treatises relating to the Experimental 
Joseph Griffin, F.C.S. With Engravings, 8vo, 12a 

GRIFFIN— SCIENTIFIC CATALOGUE. 



I, F.C.S. 8to, 

HALE— HISTORY OF THE JEWS, 

From the Time of Alexander the Great to the Destruction or Jerusalem by Titus. 
By Archdeacon Hits, Master of the Chatter House. Crown 8vo, 2s. 6d. cloth. 

HE RSCHEL— CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE ENCYCLOPEDIA 

METROPOLITAN A: rii. Physical Astronomy, Light, and Sound. One 
Volume, *to. cloth, Zli. 

HINDS.— ElSTORY OF EARLY CHRISTIANITY. 

THE RISE AND EARLY PROGRESS OF CHRISTIANITY. By the 
Bishop of Norwich. New Edition, Revised, crown 8vo, (Is. cloth. 

HOOPER.— A MEDICAL DICTIONARY. 

Eighth Edition, Revised, Corrected, and Enlarged. By Klein Quant, M.D. 
Bvo, 30s. cloth, 

HUNT— PHOTOGRAPHY. 

A Treatise on the application of the chemical change! produced by Solar Radia- 
tion to the production of Pictures from Nature — embracing the Daguerreotype, 
Calotype, and all the published Photographic processes. By Hobskt Hun, 
Esq Professor of Mechanical Science in the Museum of Practical Geology, author 
of' 1 Researches on Light," be.. 54 Engravings, crown 8ro, 5*. cloth. 

JBREMIE— HISTORY OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH IN 

THE SECOND AND THIRD CENTURIES; including a Biographical and 
Critical Account of the Ecclesiastical Writers and Heretics of that Period. By 
Jams Aamuux Jkhemik, D.D., Regius Professor of Divinity, Cambridge. 



-a 8*0, 4s. cloth. 
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JEWS— HISTORY OP. 

Biographical Annals, of TBI Hebbsw NATioN.ftom the Earliest Period to the 
Destruction of Jerusalem under Titus. By the Venerable Archdeacon Halx 
Bar. Dr. Cox, Dr. Mason Good, and others. With Landscape Illustrations, 
Crown Bvo, antique cloth binding, 6b. 

KERR.— MANOTACTURE OP SU8AR i 

Practical Treatise on the Cultivation of the Sugar Cane and the Manufacture of 
yr. B^ TnoHAS KkbHj of Bsrbadnw^C.wn 8«>, '- -'" 



A Practical Treatise on the Cultivation of the Suga 
■war. By TaUHua KiU, of Barbadoea. Crown 

3H08LEY— NATIONAL SERMONS. 

By the Rev. CnAiu.Es Kinoslft, Canon of Middleham, and 
aasfcer of Yesat, Alton Loolte,ftc. Foolscap Bvo, Be. doth. 



NEW WORKS ANT) NtW EDITIONS 

LITERARY STUDIES. 

The Importance op Literature to Mem Engaged in Business. A Series of 
Addresses by the Daks of Argyll— Eul of Carlisle— Archbishop Whately-SU- 

David Brewster -Sir John Herson el-Sir Archibald Alison-Lord Mshon -Charles 
Knight— Honoorable 13. D'liraeli, ] alfourd, 4c. map. 8io.6i.cl. 

MANUFACTURES AND MACHINERY. 

THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OP ARTS. MANUFACTURES, AND MA- 
CHINERY. By Professor Barlow. With in Introductory Dissertation, by 
Professor Babbaoe. New edition, illustrated by 87 Pages or Engravings by 
Lowry, 4to, 12s. half russia, or emblematical cloth binding. 

MATHEMATICS. 

THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF FURE MATHEMATICS, comprehending a 
complete Course of Mathematical Science. By Professors Alar, B*bj.ow/De 
Morgan, Hall, Hamilton, Lett, Mosblbt, Dr. Lardner, P.R.S., and Rev. 
Dr. Peacock, Dean of Ely. With 17 Engravings, £1 lis. Gd. half russia. 

MARRIAGE OFFERING; 

A Compilation of Proeo and Poetry. Foolscap Svo, la. cloth, richly gilt. 

MAURICE.— MORAL AND METAPHYSICAL PHILOSOPHY : 

ANCIENT PHILOSOPHY, comprising the Hebrew, Egyptian, Hindoo, 
Chinese, Persian, Grecian, Roman and Alexandrian Systems of Philosophy. By 
Ret. F. D. Maurice, Chaplain to Lincoln's Inn, Professor of Kccteaiaetica. 
History, King's College, London. Crown Svo, 6a. cloth. 

M ODER NTH ILOSOPHY, compriaing the Philosophy of the First Sii Centu- 
ries, the Middle Ages, and the Modern Systems. Crown Sto. /■ (As Press. 

MECHANICAL PHILOSOPHY. 

THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF MECHANICAL PHILOSOPHY. -Mechanics, 
Hydrodynamics, Pneumatics, Sound, Optics, Light, illustrated by 78 Plates. By 
Professor Barlow and Sir John Hekschel. 4to, 42a. half russia. 

MEDICAL SCIENCE. 

THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF THE MEDICAL SCIENCES.— Anatomy, by 
J. F. South, Esq., F.L.S., and F. Le Gros Clark, Esq.; Surgery, by W. 
Bowman, Esq.. K.K.S.: Materia Medics, by G. Johnson, Esq., M.D.: Element- 
ary Principles of Medicine, by R. Willi a m, Esq., M.D.; Veterinary Art, by W. 
C. Sfoonhb, Esq., with 18 Engravings, Sis. half ruaeia. 

MITCHELL.— AGRICULTURAL ANALYSIS. 

A MANUAL OF AGRICULTURAL ANALYSIS. By John Mitchell, 
F.C.S., Ac. With Cuts, royal lSmo, 3s. Bd. cloth. 
MENTAt SCIENCE. 

THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF MENTAL PHILOSOPHY, by S. T. Cole- 
ridge, Sir J. Stoddart. LL.D., Archbishop Whatelt, R. Jrbb, Esq., A. 
Poison, Esq., Professors Maurice, Graves, and Corbie, and tho Rev. Dr. Hose. 
4to, ail. half russia. 

MENTAL SCIENCE. 

8. T. COLERIDOE ON METHOD ; ARCHBISHOP WhaTelt's Treatises on 
LOGIC and RHETORIC. In One Volume, forming a Section of the Ency- 
clopedia Metropolitans, crown Sto, 6b. cloth. 

MITCHIS ON.— HAND-BOOK OF SCOTTISH SONG. 

A HAND-BOOK OP THE SONGS OF SCOTLAND, containing the best 
Songs of Bums, fto. Set to Music. With Notes, and Life of Wilson. By Will. u * 
MlTCHISON. illustrated by Portrait and Plates, crown Svo, 2s. 6d. cloth. 

MORRISON.— BOOK-KEEPING ; 

A Complete System of Practical Book-keeping by Single Entry, Doable Entry, 
and a New Method. By C. Morrison, Accountant, Glasgow. Eighth edition, 
8vo., 8s. half-bound. 

NAPIER.— ELECTROMETALLURGY ; 
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In this volume will be {bond successive notices of the gradual deca- 
dence of Hellenic power throughout its internal relations. Its agency, 
however, is still powerful, but the centre of its vitality is changed. 
The Pelopounesian battle-field is the birth-place of the Greek soldier 
of fortune — the patriot loses his distinctive character. Henceforth, 
the martial energies of Greece are expended on her external life— 
Xeoophon and Agesilaos are the pioneers of the great captain-general 
of Greece. The kingdoms of Maoedon, Syria, and Egypt, not less 
than die Indo-Greek dynasties, are now seen to contribute their respec- 
tive groups to the crowded historical canvas ; and although, with the 
exception of the great Macedonian Hero, no figures are seen replete 
with the political or warlike grandeur of Solon, Miltiades, and Pericles ; 
yet these chieftains are, even amidst the quarrels of dynastic ambition, 
replaced by an age of more practical and utilitarian tendencies. The 
period embraced by the following pages is profoundly instructive to 
the statesman. He cannot but perceive that the noblest physical and 
intellectual endowments, called into exercise on the narrow base of 
individual and jealous isolation — strengthened by no comprehensive 
federalization and guided by no controlling hand — most ever fall a 
prey to ambitions intelligence. It is impossible not to be struck with 
the small circle of Athenian or Spartan influences, when viewed in 
contrast with that mighty political machine which, wheel within 
wheel, revolved in ceaseless energy under the master mind of Alex- 
ander. Never was there an era when denationalization, multiform and 
rapid, became the source of a new nationality so vast and so uniform. 
Greece, Egypt, Syria, Persia, and India lost for a time their exclu- 
(cvenesa of type, only to form separate portions of a magnificent work 



of art, wherein the portraiture of the political world was once more 
recast by the intellectual grandeur of the Macedonian. In no instance 
has an individual possessing such a remarkable aptitude for war, so 
eagerly and SO felicitously laid the foundations of commercial pros- 
perity. The reader will find ample illustration of this fact in the last 
chapter of this volume, under the history of " The In do- Macedonian 
Kingdom." Id connection with the latter subject, I take this oppor- 
tunity of making my acknowledgments for the very valuable informa- 
tion supplied by " Ariana," the admirable work of Professor Wilson, 
which unites the rare merit of a thorough classification of the highest 
authorities, Classical and Oriental, with deductions from Indian archae- 
ology and numismatics of scarcely law importance in an historical 
point of view. The valuable and lucid work of H. Prinsep, Esq., on 
the " Boctrian Coins," has also been of much assistance. 

It has been usual to close the history of Greece with the last of 
Alexander's successors, Perseus king of Macedon, a period when this 
kingdom merges in the Soman Republic. Considering such a con- 
tracted point of view, however, as inconsistent with the compre- 
hensiveness of the historical scheme which Oriental scholarship has 
lately achieved, I have considered it not unimportant to sketch the 
last outlines of Hellenic civilization whose relics are still visible on 
the bonks of the Indus and the highlands of the Parapomisus. 

E. POCOCKE. 
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Tdere are no seras in Grecian history which assume greater promi- 
"owe, none which present a moral of greater significance, than those 
*"hjch stand in immediate connection with unity of direction aided by 
wfederate power. The headship of Miltiades, not less than the 
oergiea of Xenophon and the sway of the sou of Philip, the great 
"Captain. General of Greece," bears witness to the power of discipline 
**t toe advantages of enlightened combination. 

The Mythologies, the Heroic, and the Democratic periods of Grecian 
History have already passed in review before us, and we have now 
"riied at the last of its great leading epocha. The interest which is 
acted in the mind of the reader for that extraordinary people, by 
te heroic resistance to the overwhelming force which had been 
paired against them by Persia, as recorded by Herodotus, is well 
"stained by Thncydidea in the narrative which he has left us of the 
dantshc wars among the different States which arose, after the ces- 
fttiea e>f all danger from without; but after the conclusion of the 



2 CONCLUSION OF THE 

Peloponnesien contest, the interest and the instruction to be derived 
from Grecian history rapidly diminish. It hat) been well observed, 
bum or that the proper point of view in which we ought to consider that 
g^J in obstinate and protracted war, is in the light of a civil contention. 
It was not the ambition of Athens disputing with the pride of Sparta 
for political ascendancy ; but it was the turbulence of the many arrayed 
against the prescription of the few, it was a question between the Demo- 
cratical party in the several States, which composed the Grecian con- 
federation, and that of the Oligarchical ; and it is in this circumstance, 
that we most trace the cause of that deep interest which every reader 
is made to feel in the progress of the contest, and which is so dispro- 
portioned to the magnitude of the- stake, and so greatly superior to 
that which is commonly excited by the ordinary details of war and 
conquest. Mankind have few sympathies to spare, except where they 
are personally concerned in the occasion, for mere ambition and Inst 
of power, whether exhibited in the history of nations or in that of 
individuals ; and unless our interest on one side or the other can be 
excited in the cause for which the respective parties contend, and our 
moral feelings and attachments be put into motion, it is seldom that 
any strong and permanent hold can be gained upon the imagination, 
merely by eloquence of description. 
xoDophon The truth of this is strongly felt, when we close Thucydides, and 
Sud'jhr ta ' te U P me continuation of the history of Grecian aifairs, which has 
EhehWaflu been left us by his accomplished successor. If ever there existed an 
SJLJjjjl individual, whom natural talent and actual circumstances of every 

kind would have pointed out for the office of historian of the transac- 
tions which happened during the age in which he himself lived, it was 
surely Xenophon. Distinguished by genius and skill in warfare, per- 
haps, even above the very greatest of the captains whose exploits he 
has recorded ; having access to means of information, which no indi- 
vidual beside himself could probably have commanded ; with a taste 
the most Termed, and an understanding strengthened and enlarged, 
not merely by an experience of mankind and of public affaire, such as 
falls to the lot of few, but also by the instruction of the lather of all 
that is sound and elevating in philosophy — we may safely take for 
granted, that he has imparted to the history which he has left us of 
the affairs of Greece, all the interest and value of which the facts that 
he had to record were properly susceptible. And yet while the work 
of Thucydides is known almost by heart by every scholar, and quoted 
by every writer as the great repository of political wisdom and histo- 
rical illustration, the work of Xenophon, which as a piece of composi- 
tion is one of the purest specimens of Attic taste, which has been 
spared by the destructive hand of time, is almost unknown to the 
general reader, and not always read even by those who feel ashamed 
to confess their ignorance of Livy or Herodotus. 
Pat- The feet is, after the submission of Athens to the will of the con- 

own,™ 11 queror, that which follows of the history of Greece, until the rise of 
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tfe Macedonian power, when a new state of tilings begins to arise, is 
i&e that put of a drama which is protracted after the catastrophe. 
Some cariosity is perhaps felt to know what afterwards became of the 
Kraal cities and states ; just as in a novel, we linger to be told the 
Iffll destiny of the persons of the story ; but our curiosity is merely 
niiealjtioca — it is unconnected with any hopes or fears — it is a mere 
desre to know, without regard to any wish that we seek to gratify, 
fo this account, we may the less regret that the knowledge which we 
pwess of the events that intervened between the fell of tie Athenian 
pwer,and the rise of that of Thebes under Epaminoudas, is, in many 
respects, imperfect. The principal events themselves are indirectly 
holm to us by means of Xenophon and Diodorus ; but the reader is 
often puzzled in what way they ought to be interpreted. Wars arise ; 
jealousies and heart-burnings are manifested ; alliances are cemented or 
taken ; bat what that particular slate of things may have been in the 
feral state from which they originated, or by what accidents that 
constant revolution of parties is brought about, which is for ever hap- 
paiing at Corinth, at Argos, at Thebes, and, to a certain point, even 
a Sparta itself, we are, for the most part, left only to conjecture. 
' ran these circumstances the narrative is broken, as it were, into lu m 
pieces, without any clue being left to us by which to connect the SJJjjJ 
rents with each other. How detrimental this necessarily is to the ttaoiy 
Werest of the story needs not be pointed out ; and what is perhaps 
m less important, the instruction to be derived from this part of 
Grecian history, is diminished in a still greater degree. When every- 
ffflig appears accidental and capricious, and to be the result simply of 
t disorganized state of politics and parties, it is difficult to reason 
ran iny general principle; the only moral which a philosophical 
|ader is able to deduce, is a strong feeling of the discomfort and 
"security which belong to all forms of government, be (hey of what 
'lenoniination they may, the principles of which are not laid rtpou the 
"nidation of hereditary institutions. 

For these reasons we propose to pass over with rapidity that period 
•hich ensued in the interval between the termination of the Pelspon- 
j*Ban war and the rise of the Theban power. The only prominent 
■tideot in this part of Grecian history, was the expedition of the 
Greeks under Cyrus, in the rebellion of that prince against his brother 
Arfexenes, This event may be considered as having ultimately led 
*> the overthrow of the Persian monarchy, by opening the eyes of the 
Grecians to the internal weakness of that large and ill-cemented 
°*ptre. The details of the expedition also, as they have been handed 
down to us by Xenophon, at once the historian and the leader of that 
•■fortunate but marvellous achievement, throw no inconsiderable 
%bt upon the manners and customs of the times, both in the east and 
■Bong the Greeks themselves. This interesting and celebrated event, 
*fcch forms perhaps the most curious episode in the annals of Greece, 
trill form the subject of the following chapter. 



CHAPTER II. 



My Of the origin and early years of Xenophon, the Athenian, out infor- 

?t™^<m mation *■ eitremely scanty: the political party to which he was 
attached, the interest which Socrates took in the formation of his 
principles, the high connections which he formed wherever his fortune 
cast him, and the resources which he appears to have commanded, all 
conduce to establish the probability that he was well bom and well 
educated ; but history affords us no positive intelligence, further than 
the name of his father, Gryllus, and that he belonged to the Archian 
division of the Egeid ward. The date of his birth has been the sub- 
ject of ranch ingenious discussion ; and the result of accurate investi- 
gation, which determines the commencement of his military career to 
have bean about his twenty-fifth or twenty-sixth year, and which, oon- 
b c 427 sequent!}-, would place his birth about a. c. 427, does not diner mate- 
rially from the statement of Diogenes Laertius that he became of age 
(iftyiaff) 01. 94. 4. b. a 400, and subsequently joined the expedition 
Account of °f Cyrus. The last-mentioned author insinuates, that Xenophon in 
lib youth bj his youth was not exempt from the vices of his age and country ; and 
ij^tuu! it is probable, that before he became acquainted with Socrates he had 
not given much attention to the duties of morality. — " He was," said 
Diogenes, " well mannered, and finely formed to a miracle, and to 



these advantages were Added extraordinary vigour of body and hardi- 
hood of constitution. His introduction to the great philosopher to 
whom he became so deeply indebted and so affectionately attached 
ra highly characteristic of the abrupt, yet winning, manner of the 
tocher, and of the ingenuous docility of the pupil." It is said 
that Socrates, meeting him in a narrow gateway, extended his walk- hi> inuo- 
rag-stick across it so as to hinder his passage, inquiring how a man stents. 
oould acquire the means of profit? and upon receiving a suitable 
reply, he inquired further, how men could attain to virtue and honour? 
Xawphon being at a loss for an answer, the philosopher added, 
"Follow roe then, and learn." And from that time he became a 
barer of Socrates, and was the first who took notes from his lectures, 
which he afterwards published, with the title of memoirs.' This con- 
nection, however favourable to his future happiness, and to his fame, 
did mt conduce, at the moment, to render his situation at Athens 
nore comfortable. It appears probable that be was, from his birth 
md family, attached to die aristocratical party, which suffered at that 
period all the exactions and mortifications which the low tyranny of 
the mob, exulting in successful sedition, could inflict; and it had for 
me time been more than suspected, that the disciples of Socrates 
"ere trained in notions unfavourable to the continuance of an un- 
bridled democracy — a suspicion which, more than the alleged accusa- 
tion of rmpiety, or the virulence of the rival sophists, contributed to 
the condemnation of that philosopher, by the jealous temper of the 
•"weign people. About a year before this judgment, which cast so 
rodeuble a stain upon the Athenian character, an event occurred 
which gave a new turn to the prospects of Xenophon, and deprived 
his country of his services and of his example. Cyrus the younger, Cy na 
who, on the death of his father Darius, had been left commander-in- ^ 1 "*** d 
duef of a district of vast extent, was, soon afterwards, at the sugges- An.™*™. 
"on of the perfidious satrap Tissapheroes, seized by his elder brother 
Artaxerxes, the new king, sod condemned to death; but, at the inter- 
session of Parysatis, the queen-mother, who appears to have been 
pBual to her younger son, he was liberated, and restored to his i* niawi, 
cominand. Indignant, however, at the insult, and made sensible of 
•he insecurity of a younger brother's state, under Eastern despotism, ud 
he became guilty of that crime of which he had been, perhaps SSeruS™ ' 
"mjnstly, accused, and entertained a design against the throne and life °f m> 
« the king, under toe too-well founded impression that both could 
•at (ontiuxie in safety. 

With this view the Persian prince exerted himself to win popularity t>» nw» 
bra splendid and liberal hospitality; and he laboured to strengthen ^'^X 1 ' 
ha forces by every mesne in his power, without awakening the suspi- hi» (Men. 
ooMof the royal court; seeking, under pretext of differences with the 
•agnboru-ing satraps, to engage in his service a formidable body of 
Grecian heavy-armed mercenaries, of which he had taken care to 

1 Memorabili*, Diogenes Laertira. 



exhibit a specimen at Susa, when he travelled thither shortly before 
the death of Darius, and had carefully observed the effect produced 
upon the minds of his countrymen by their formidable appearance. 
p™«™ Among those whom he now entertained, Proxenus, a Theban of 

rank, pupil of the Leontine Gorgias, who brought him a reinforce- 
ment of one thousand five hundred heavy-armed soldiers, and five 
hundred targeteera, or light infantry, was received into his confidence, 
imitn and treated as his personal friend : he being intimately connected with 
jofotynu, Xenophon wrote to him at Athens, inviting him to share the prince's 
uBmhuil* * 8 - voar > and to join the projected expedition as a volunteer. Xenophon 
showed the letter to Socrates, and desired him to be his counsellor on 
the occasion. The conjuncture was important : Cyrus was the ally of 
Lacedsimon, and, consequently, in the hostile spirit of the times, con- 
sidered as the enemy of Athens, although nothing had passed to prove 
that he had any designs inimical to the republic; to follow his for- 
tunes would, therefore, be to incur the suspicion of Laconism, an 
offence at this time nearly synonymous with the crime of being an 
aristocrat, and likely to be punished by a sentence amounting to 
banishment for life. 

The philosopher, who probably saw in his youthful friend talents 
and energies for the exercise of which his situation in his own country 
afforded him little opportunity, and who could not but feel the ques- 
tionable nature of the proposed adventure, declined giving judgment 
ud finally himself, but recommended a reference to the oracle of Apollo at 
w^in Delphi. Xenophon, in compliance with this suggestion, undertook a 
°r»c!s. journey to that celebrated temple, and very probably secured the favour 
of the Pythia by well-timed liberality ; but instead of inquiring 
whether or not be should accept the invitation to Saidis, he merely 
put the question under what auspices, and with what sacrifices, he 
should prepare for the expedition? to which a direct and favourable 
answer having been returned, he informed Socrates of the result, who, 
after mildly reprimanding him for his departure from the advice 
which he had solicited, bid him set out under the direction of the 

god. 

As Xenophon must have passed bis eighteenth year, sometime pre- 
vious to the conclusion of the Peloponnesiaa war, it is likely that he 
would, in compliance with the laws of his country, have seen some 
service, although the part which he took in it is nowhere recorded; 
but many circumstances concur in rendering it probable that he served 
with other Athenians of rank in the cavalry, and employed himself in 
acquiring information on military subjects ; for he does not appear to 
have been received at the court of Sardis like a raw recruit, and bis 
establishment there, as we afterwards incidentally learn, was peculiarly 



xeoo Mn 0° kis arrival, he found that the prince had engaged a Grecian 
jotuCjriM. force of about eleven thousand heavy-armed troops, and two thousand 
light infantry, principally under the direction of Clearchus, a Lacedte- 



noniin eiile, in whom be placed great confidence, and to whom be 
W entrusted a mm of ten thousand darics (nearly 8,0002.), for the 
purpose of clandestinely raising troops among the Hellespontine 
Ttoiciaos. He had also employed, in a similar service, Aristippus, Cy™.'i 
i Tbessalian, who had been driven from his home by one of those i*"" 1 * 
roleot factions so common in Grecian states, and had availed himself 
ef the asylum and ready aid which Cyrus afforded to all warlike fugi- 
ines, to reinstate himself and his party by force of arms. Proxenus, 
the Bowtian, to whom Xenopbon owed his introduction, bad been 
°9>ged to raise an army under pretext of chastising the Peisidians for 
mm inroads upon the government of the prince; while Sopluenetus 
of Stymphalns, with two associates, (Socrates of Actusa, and Pasion 
if Megara,) was directed to enlist all the soldiers he could meet with, 
for the avowed purpose of prosecuting the dispute with Tissaphernes 
respecting the Milesian territory. 

At length, thinking himself sufficiently prepared for his great un- b* 
tasking, Cyras ordered Clearchns immediately to join with all his "—--■" 
fax, md Aristippus to make terms with his citizens, and to send him si 
the troops he bad collected under the command of his countryman 
Mann. He also sent to Xenias, the Arcadian, who had before 
•emmpanied him to Susa, and who afterwards commanded the 
foiga forces in his garrisons, to bring him all who could safely be 
spared from that service. He recalled the generals who were con- 
torting the siege of Miletus, and commanded the Milesian exiles to 
join nun in the pretended exhibition against the Peisidians ; other 
Grecian reinforcement) received a route to meet him on the road ; and 
hit whole disposable Persian army accompanied him. It is probable 
thtf be hoped to have so deceived the king, with respect to the object 
of bis march, as to have taken him quite unprepared, and to have 
wtrcwne him almost without a battle ; but the wily Tissaphernes, 
easpemted by former enmity, as well as by recent aggression, per- 
iled at once die disproportion between the means provided and the 
object professed ; and taking five hundred cavalry as his body guard, 
«t oft, with the utmost speed, to Susa, and thus enabled the king to 
make preparations for repelling the approaching invasion. 

The army set out from Sardis in the month of April 401 B.C. with B.C. 401. 
ill the pomp, and much of the luxury of a Persian camp, only it was 
■0 provided with money, Cyrus having probably exhausted his trea- 
■ny in enrolling so great a force, and depending, according to the 
•Jitem of the times, upon the voluntary or forced contributions of the 
(ambries through which he was to pass, and upon the hopes of speedy 
access and immense booty. 

It will not be necessary to detail all the minute particulars of a 
lusrch, which Xenopbon relates without taking any occasion to make 
mention of himself, but with an attention to the topography and 
"•oval history of the various districts through which he travelled, 
■hich suggests a conjecture, that the idea of writing the Aaabatu 



was entertained from the first, and might possibly have been proposed 
to him by his friend and adviser Socrates ; some incidents, however, 
must not be omitted, which throw considerable light upon the cha- 
racter of those Grecian mercenaries on whom the fate of empires now 
began to depend, as well ss upon the resources to which their leaders 
were driven to supply those deficiencies of pay, which the poverty of 
the Greeks, and the mismanagement of the Persians, so often occa- 
u™ in sioned. More than three months pay was in arrear, when Cyras 
J™" "■ arrived at the plain of Caystrus, where he halted tor five days, having; 
' left Sardis little more than seven weeks; and the soldiers, says 
Xenophon, " went frequently to the door of his lodging to demand 
what was due to them. He put them off alleging the great prospects 
before them ; and showing the vexation which he really felt ; appeal- 
ing to their experience that it was not his habit to fail of payment 
when he had it in his power." 
■ niimd bj At this critical period he received a visit from Epyaxa, the wife of 
Epyui. Syennesis, whom Xenophon calls the king of the Cilicians, bat who 
was nevertheless a tributary of the Persian empire, and subject to the 
imperial sceptre of Artaxerxes. It was currently reported, that this 
lady not only brought the prince a large supply of money, but granted 
him still more costly favours ; and he was enabled, besides discharg- 
ing the demands of his army, to gratify the soldiers with a month's 
pay in advance. The princess continued some days with the army, 
either from political or other motives, and at her request Cyrus 
reviewed his troops at Tyrkeum, which Xenophon distinguishes as 
"an inhabited city," with reference to the frequent occurrence through- 
out the Persian empire, of "cities great and fair, without inhabitant,'* 
in consequence of the system of spoil and plunder, by which the petty 
wars between the satraps were conducted, and of the weakness of the 
imperial government, which was unable to protect its dependencies or 
maintain subordination in the provinces. 

The lady appears to have been more frightened than pleased with. 
the display of Grecian warfare; but Cyrus derived additional hopes 
from the alarm which the brilliancy of their armour, the exactness of 
their discipline, and the vigour of their charge, produced among the 
natives of the east In this review, Henon, at the head of his Thes- 
sslians, occupied the right wing, and Clearchns the left. The former 
had afterwards the honour of reconducting the Cilician princess with 
an escort to her residence. He appears to have been in high favour 
with Cyrus, though Xenophon speaks of him in strong terms of disap- 
probation, and relates some circumstances much to his disadvantage ; 
it is hinted by Diogenes Laerdus, that he had some personal reason to 
dislike him. 

When they arrived at Tarsus, the metropolis of Cilicia, a negotia- 
tion ensued between Cyrus and Syennesis, in consequence of which 
another large subsidy was provided for the pay of the troops ; bat 
here a new cause of discontent arose, which speedily broke out into 



open mutiny, and threatened to destroy all the schemes of Cyras, by 
the dissolution of his ill- compacted army. 

The soldiers had for some time entertained suspicions, that the real Th* »utv> 
design of the prince was against the king, and they now declared, that £jj£J " ot 
as they were not enlisted for that service, they would proceed no •» pnniiad 
farther. Clearchns attempted to enforce obedience to his commands, a^ch-ai. 
and bis horse beginning the march, were stoned, himself narrowly 
escaping with life. Finding subordination at an end, he desisted ; 
afid having called a general assembly of the troops, where the extraor- 
dinary spectacle of a Spartan general in tears commanded silence, he 
addressed them in a speech probably more laconic and less skilful than 
the harangues pat into his month by Xenophon, but which had the 
effect not only of restoring satisfaction and obedience among his own 
troops, but even of inducing more than two thousand men who had 
hitherto served under Xenias and Pasion, to transfer their arms and 
baggage to the camp of Clearchns, a striking instance of the want of 
military discipline, arising from the prevalence of republican principles. 

By these and other arts which the deficiency of authority compelled 
faun to adopt, he induced the assembly of soldiers to send a deputation 
to Cyrus, in order to ascertain the real objects of the expedition. The 
prince, who was suffering the most extreme uneasiness on account of 
their defection, could not venture to announce his actual intentions, 
and replied to the deputies that an enemy of his (Abrocomas, satrap 
uf Syria), was then on the banks of the Euphrates, distant only twelve 
days' march from Tarsus; and that he desired to proceed against him. 
The assembly were not so deceived by this feint, but that the design 
against the king was still suspected ; but in the difficulty of returning 
without pay, and against the will of their leaders, through an enemy's 
country, and apprehensive that Cyrus might turn his arms against 
them, if prevented from pursuing his original plan, they resolved to 
follow him, on condition of receiving an augmentation of one-third to 
their psy. And thus this alarming sedition was effectually quieted. 

All, however, were not satisfied ; and the two generals, Xenias and x=m*. ud 
Pasion, mortified by the secession of their troops, and the acquiescence ^^™ wrB 
of the prince in it, availed themselves of the opportunity soon after- 
wards afforded, by their arrival and stay at Myriandrus, a Phoenician 
sear-port of some commercial importance, where tile united Lacedas- 
nonian and Persian fleets met the army, to take their passage home ; 
and Xenophon has acknowledged that he was tempted to follow their 
example, bat was withheld from it by the dictates of prudence and 
honour. Cyrus was the first to announce this desertion to the Greeks, 
and he availed himself of the circumstance to gain popularity by a 
display of magnanimity, not only abstaining from pursuit, which with 
hts swift galleys would have been certain of success, but assuring the 
soldiers, that the wives and children of the deserters, who had been 
left in his power at Tralles, as pledges of their fidelity, should be 
■ s tored to them in safety. 
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No further difficulties arose till they reached Thapsacua, a large and 
rich city upon the right bank of the Euphrates; where, having baited 
Crru for five days, Cyrus sent for the Grecian generals, and avowed his 

I™™ w* design of marching to Babylon against the great king, desiring then 
fnwidtd to exert their influence to prevail on the soldiers to follow. A general 
■morprw. ggggmj,^ bei n g called, the communication so long secretly expected 
was made; the soldiers, as usual, showed reluctance, and accused 
Thw their officers of having deceived them, with a view of extorting a 

mimn " r p further increase of pay or gratification, and they demanded lite same 
sum which had been given on a former occasion to the Greek merce- 
naries, who attended the prince on his visit to his father, and who 
were exposed to do hazards of battle. Cyrus immediately promised a 
gratuity of five mince of silver (about 161.) to each man, on their 
arrival at Babylon, and undertook to continue their monthly pay at the 
increased rate at which it then stood of three half darics, till their 
but itmiij return to Ionia. The greater part of the army were engaged by this 
**"*' offer ; but while they were yet deliberating upon it, the artful Menon 

drew his men aside, and advised them to take that opportunity of in- 
gratiating themselves with the prince by crossing the river first, while 
tile rest were hesitating. This being done, they immediately received 
the thanks of Cyrus, and the promise of a liberal reward, and Menon 
■nd en» ttw himself was honoured with splendid presents. The whole army soon 
Eupimtai, g ) i] owe j j gad foond the Euphrates easily fordable ; an event which 
the flattery of the Thapsaoenes attributed to the homage paid by the 
river to its future king ; alleging that it had never before occurred in 
the memory of man, and that Abrocomas was supposed to have effec- 
tually prevented the passage by removing all the vessels upon the 
stream. 

Soon after this, the army having encamped in some deserted works, 
nearly opposite the populous town of Carmanda, on the Euphrates, 
and being employed in transporting provisions on temporary floats 
j""™* 1 ™ made of skins from the market, a violent quarrel arose between a 
uoo^ n soldier serving under Clearchus, and one belonging to Menon's division ; 
and the former general, deciding that Menon's man was to blame, in- 
flicted stripes upon him, in that hasty and arbitrary manner, which 
the deficiency of an established discipline frequently occasioned. The 
comrades of the culprit so warmly resented this interference, that 
when, on the same day, Clearchus happened to paas from the market 
through their quarters, with few attendants, one of them who was em- 
ployed in cleaving wood flung his hatchet at his head, and was sup- 
ported by the rest with stones and similar missiles. Escaping to his 
own camp, he called to arms ; and but for the timely intervention of 
Proxenus, would have led his Thracian horse to action ; during the 
checked discussion which ensued, Cyrus opportunely arrived, and rushing with 
in'urpnitiou his suite into the midst of the confusion, cried out, " Clearchus and 
otcyciu. Proxenus, and you Greeks who are present, yon know not what yon 
are doing; if you fall out among yourselves, I shall this day be cut 



oS, and you not long after ; for if my native troops see anything amiss 
between us, they will instantly become more dangerous than the forces 
of the king." This remonstrance brought Clearchus to himself, and 
ill parties laid down their aims. 

This storm was scarcely appeased, when a new alarm was excited Tmivi 
by the treachery of Orontas, a relative of the prince, who was dis- fj£$?* 
covered holding a correspondence with the king, and to have arranged 
t plan for deserting with a chosen body of cavalry. Being appre- 
hended, he acknowledged his crime, and admitted that having twice 
before been pardoned, after similar offences, he could never hope to 
reestablish his character. Cyrus unwilling to appear despotic, asked 
Qearcbos for his judgment, having admitted him as first in rank of the 
Grecian army to his council on this occasion : Clearchus, without hesi- 
tation, declared his opinion for death, and all present, even the rela- ud 
tires of the criminal, assented to its propriety. Cyrus, therefore, con- p |t,l,hBl - 
demned him to suffer: he was respectfully led out, and seen no 

The time for action now approaching, Cyrus took care to animate 
his Grecian troops by renewed and splendid promises, and to warn 
them of the immense superiority of numbers with which they would 
bare to contend, encouraging them, at the same time, with assurances 
that they would find the Persian soldiers less than women. 

He assigned the Greeks a position on the right of his army, flanked Cyni^i 
by the Euphrates, and directed Clearchus to command their right wing, ^"fjj 1 ^," 
and Menon the left And here for the first time Xenophon makes 
mention of himself. " Cyras rode along at a moderate distance sur- 
veying both armies, looking now at the enemy, now at his friends. 
Xenophon the Athenian, seeing him from the Grecian line, riding out 
to meet him, inquired if he had any commands for him. He stopping 
his horse informed him, and desired him to tell them all, that the xmopi™;. 
sacrifice and victims were favourable. While be was saying this, he Sjffff* 
heard a clamour through the ranks, and asked what it was. Xeno- 
phon told him that they were exchanging a fresh watchword. He 
wondered who could have given it out, and asked what it might be. 
Xenophon replied, that it was Jupiter the Preserver and Victory. 
Cyras having heard it, said I accept it; let it be bo, and having said 
this he rode off to his station.'' 

The minuteness with which a circumstance, in itself so little im- 
portant is related, is highly characteristic of a young man ambitious 
of notice, and gratified by the honour conferred upon him. At the 
•ante time it seems to imply, that Xenophon had hitherto taken no 
part in the conduct of the army, and had not been invited to the 
councils of the prince ; for had he been accustomed to converse fami- 
liarly with Cyrus, he would scarcely have recorded the present inter- 
view. 

The battle of Cunaxa, which followed immediately after the anec- 
dote that has just been related, and in which Cyrus was slain and bis 
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ihttieof army completely defeated by Artaxerxes, belongs to the history of 
*IS"S"" d Persia > rather than to the life of Xenophon, or to the affairs of Greece. 
Cjm. The native troops hi the army of Cyras 

were totally routed and dispersed; 
but in that part of the field in which 
the Greeks fought, the forces of 
Artaxerxes were driven from the field 
in every direction, and almost without 
resistance. These last were pursued 
until the Grecians at length, wearied 
with slaughter and fatigue, returned 
to their camp. As tbey had gone 
into battle without dinner, it was no 
small mortification to them, on their 
arrival, to find that their quarters had 
been plundered ; nevertheless, as tbey 
supposed that a great victory had 
p heen gained, their spirits were raised, 

nmSrioaa&rmrm. and they waited patiently, hoping 

that the morning would bring them 
intelligence and orders from Cyrus. When day dawned, the gene- 
rals, surprised at receiving no communication, resolved to march 
forward in the hope of falling in with him ; but at sunrise, two 
officers of distinction, Procles, the governor of Teuthrania, who was 
descended from Demaratus the Laconian, and Glous, the son of Ta- 
mils, admiral of the fleet, informed the Greeks that Cyrus was dead ; 
and that the remainder of his army bad fled to their camp under the 
conduct of Arueus their general, who desired to inform the Greeks 
that he would wait for them that day, bat on the morrow should 
march homewards for Ionia, This intelligence was received by the 
whole army, officers and men, with the deepest consternation ; but 
Spirit** Cleaxchus, with true Spartan spirit, replied, " I would that Cyrus bad 
cfiiishiii u hved to profit by our victory ; but since it is otherwise, we are not 
a™™. less masters of the field, and but for your arrival, should have been 
now on our march in pursuit of the king ; wherefore tell Adieus that 
if he will return hither, we will set him upon the throne of Persia, 
since they who conquer have a right to reign." Having thus spoken, 
he sent them back, and desired Cheirisophus the Lacedemonian and 
Menon to accompany them ; the latter, indeed, had himself proposed 
to undertake the embassy as the friend and xenus, 1 or guest, of 
Ariteus. 

In the mean time, Clearchus was too good a general to neglect pro- 
vision for the immediate wants of his army. He ordered a number of 

1 Then is do English word in any degree corresponding with the Greek terms 
Jit« and {ilia, in that sense in which they are here and frequently need. Jt was a 
right of friendship, arising out of a contract of reciprocal hospitality, and a remnant 
of the manners of the earliest age of Greece. 
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draught oxen and asses to be killed, and gathering np the darts and 
■ridter or wooden shields of the barbarians, and breaking np some un- 
necessary waggons for fuel, they fed that day upon boiled meat After 
dinner, when they were, according to the manner of the Greeks, as- Aitum* 
aembled together to spend the beat of the day in conversation, some S^^*? 
heralds arrived from the king and from Tissaphemes, (among whom tfa* Gmki. 
was a Greek named Phalesios, in the service of the satrap, and highly 
esteemed by him,) demanding in the name of the king, that they 
should ground their arms and surrender at discretion. Clearchus 
merely replied, that it was not usual with the victors in an action to 
surrender their arms ; and leaving the other generals to return a more 
explicit answer, he went oat to attend a sacrifice, promising speedily 
to return. Daring his absence, several of the principal Greeks took 
part in the discussion ; but having had no previous consultation on a Debcte of 
message so unexpected, they spoke as their different tempers and in- ^iot?'" 1 
teresta led them, some with indignant contempt, others with a dispo- 
sition to accommodation, and a few with offers of mercenary service 
in Egypt or elsewhere ; among the rest, Xenophon thus addressed the 



" With us, Phalesius, as you may perceive, nothing is of value but xmopW* 
our arms and our honour. As long ss we preserve our aims, we can pSJSJJjJi 
rely upon our own valour ; but in parting with them, we should be u* m«m- 
conscious of betraying ourselves. Think not, therefore, that we will J"^ u " 
resign our only remaining property, but rather we will use them in 
fighting for yours." Phalesius laughed heartily at this set speech, and 
replied, " You appear to be a scholar, young gentleman, and what you 
my is pleasant enough ; bnt I would not have your inexperience so 
much deceive you, as to set your boasted valour against the power of 

Clearchus having, probably, under the usual pretext of a sacrifice, 
taken time for private consultation, now returned to the assembly 
and inquired what had been determined. Phalesius having replied, 
that the rest had said some one thing and some another, and that he 
hoped for a definitive answer from him alone, Clearchus desired him, as ciwchu 
of Grecian extraction, to say what Greeks ought to do in their situs- ^j" n li J J lb 
tkm. The question being evaded, Clearchus boldly took upon him- Mui«iu>. 
self to send the following message to the king. " If we are to be 
considered as the king's allies we shall he more worthy of his service 
with oar arms; if we are to fight for our safety, we cannot spare them." 
— " This answer," said Phalesius, " we will report ; but the king has 
also commanded ns to declare that he will keep truce with you whilst 
yon remain here, but will consider you as enemies if you either ad- 
vance or retreat; say, therefore, whether you choose truce or war." — 
" Soy," replied the general, ' ' that we consented to the proposition of 
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the king." — " But is it trace or war?" urged Phalesius. "A trace, 
if we remain — war, if we advance or retreat" And the question 
being repeated, he returned the same answer, and refused to declare 
what were his intentions ; and with this answer, the messengers were 
constrained to depart Soon afterwards, Procles and Cheirisophus 
only returned from Ariseus, declining the offer mode him on account 
of the inferiority of his birth to that of many Persian nobles ; and 
stating thai if the Greeks should not join him that night, he should 
march in the morning without them. Clearchus, in his usual manner, 
desired that they would do as they thought best, and declined to in- 
form them what were his own intentions. He appears, however, to 
have considered the matter deeply, and to have determined wisely ; 
and knowing the effect which the belief in divination still had upon the 
minds of the soldiery, he employed it, as other generals and states- 
men of that age usually did, to confirm his own authority. Calling the 
officers together after dusk, he assured them that having sacrificed 
with a view to pursuing the king, the victims had appeared unfavour- 
able ; and that these indications were well founded was proved by 
intelligence since received, that the king had passed trie Tigris, 
whose stream was not fordable, and bad removed all the boats. To 
remain where they were encamped, without supplies, was manifestly 
impossible ; the victims were altogether propitious to the Cyreian party 
for a return ; he proposed therefore, that they should retire to sup 
as well as they could ; and that upon the sounding of the bugle, which 
usually dismissed them to bed, they should pack up their baggage ; 
upon hearing it repeated they should load their beasts of burden ; and 
when it should sound a third time, the march should begin, taking 
care to keep the baggage between the river and the army. To this 
arrangement the officers all submitted in silence ; not, says Xenophon, 
because they had elected Clearchns their leader, but from feeling that 
he alone had the talents and skill requisite for the occasion, and that 
the others were inexperienced in such emergencies. 

Here then commences the celebrated "Retreat of the Ten Thousand," 
as it has been somewhat loosely termed by the moderns, but better 
known to the ancients as the " Return of the Cyreian Greeks." The 
army was now encamped at the distance of sixteen thousand and fifty 
furlongs from the city of Ephesus in Ionia, which they reckoned as 
their rendezvous, or, to compute distance by time, ninety-three days* 
march. By their resolution to remove, they had in effect declared 
themselves at war with the king, in the very heart of an enemy's 
country, who could at any moment pour down upon them with fifty 
times their numbers, and cut off all the sources of supply ; and their 
only allies within two thousand miles were a defeated band of rebel 
barbarians, whose weakness and cowardice they knew, and whose fide- 
lity they had every reason to suspect; conducted by a man who 
appears to have possessed neither spirit in rebellion, nor honesty in 
obedience. To add to the difficulty and dangers of their situation. 
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e thinned by desertion as soon as it was dark, 
■ad there was too much reason to apprehend that the deserters had 
carried intelligence to the king. Marching with the remainder, Cle- 
trebns reached his first encampment 'adjoining that of Ariieus about 
midnight; and immediately laying aside their armour, the generals 
and principal officers waited upon the Persian commander, and a 
solemn compact was made bet wren the Greeks on one part, and 
AriEus and Ms chief officers on the other, to observe mutual fidelity, 
md to afford mutual assistance ; the Persian further covenanting to 
ttt faithfully as the guide of the army. The ceremony consisted in Mutmi 
ikoghtering a boar, a bull, a lynx,' and a ram, and their mingled blood «™p«i of 
bong poured into a shield, the Greeks dipped into it a sword, and U d Po^uu. 
the Persians a spear, and thus took the prescribed oath. Clearchus 
thai desired Arisms to give his opinion respecting the route home- 
wards. It is difficult at this distance of time, to form any opinion 
respecting the real intentions of Ariieus in making this league with 
the Greeks; and Xenophon gives no hint of any insincerity in the 
advice which he now offered them — to avoid the road by which they 
had come, on account of their want of supplies, and of the barren 
nature and exhausted condition of the country, and to return home by 
a longer way through a rich and fertile district : it was, however, evi- 
dent that by taking the Greeks into a totally strange land, be had 
mem more completely in his power than while they pursued a track 
already known to them. 

It was agreed, nevertheless, to follow his recommendation, which 
was certainly supported by cogent arguments, and to lose no time in 
g»j"i"g ground on the king's forces, who, it was argued, could not 
overtake them with a large force, and dared not attack them with 
a small one. Upon this arrangement, Xenophon makes a very 
characteristic remark, observing that it clearly acknowledged tlie 
neceaGity of retreat, at least, if not of flight; "but fortune," he 
says, "played the general more honourably;" for it shortly hap- 
pened that the royal troops came in sight, but were afraid to attack 
them, and actually removed to a safer distance during the night; 
a cantiou principally attributable to the Spartan spirit of Cle- 
arrfuis, who with a dignified indifference continued his march in their 
view, neither caring to attack, nor seeking to avoid any engagement. 
These circumstances led to an intercourse, and finally to an arrange- Twebctytt 
merit between the parties, the terms of which were so favourable to Arimi. 
die Greeks, that they ought to have excited suspicion; and whatever 
might have been the original intentions of Arissus, there can be little 
donbt that be now bought his own pardon at the expense of concur- 
rag in a scheme of cunning treachery for the total destruction of his 

' Thai it usually translated a vol/; but as the lynx wu with the Persians a 
siMmlii animal kept for the purposes of bunting, at hounds an with ui, and ai 
Ac occasion could only admit of sacrificing such animals as wera at hand, it Kama 
•Hat probable thai Xaaw ben signifies, M it is supposed to do Id Homer, a lynx. 
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Grecian friends. To this he was induced by the persuasion of die on- 
principled and politic Tissaphemes, who had been appointed to sac- 
ceed the unfortunate Cyrus in his great command, and was, in conse- 
quence, preparing to pursue the same journey towards Bardis with a 
powerful army. 

It was obviously for the interest of the Persian empire, that the 
Cyreian Greeks should not return in safety, to excite the cupidity of 
their formidable countrymen, by relating the facilities of their march, 
the imbecility of their adversaries, and the immense booty to be ob- 
tained by a successful invasion ; and it was at the same time, extremely 
hazardous to attempt their destruction by force, even with that vast 
i superiority of numbers which the king could command. Id the his- 

tory which follows, we shall trace a deliberate design to mislead, to 
disorganize, and ultimately to annihilate the Grecian army, founded 
upon the knowledge which the Persians had acquired of its strength 
and of its weaknesses, and so artfully contrived, and in part executed, as 
to have insured success, but for the extraordinary talents and prompt 
decision of Xenophon. 
Policy of th* The boldness and independence which the Greeks had shown, by 
PmUnmn- determining to march homewards in defiance of the king, and the 
""" proud style which their leader assumed in every communication with 
him, had taught the Persian court that little was to be effected by 
haughtiness and intimidation; and Artaxerxes, or they who acted in 
his name on this occasion, wisely laid aside the lofty tone of oriental 
despotism, and not only submitted to the rough manners of Clearchus, 
but acceded to all his demands, and supplied him liberally with pro- 
visions ; insuring by such compliances die peaceable behaviour of his 
troops both towards the king's forces, and the country at large, the 
former of whom dreaded nothing so much as an attack from a small 
phalanx of Greeks, and the latter knew too well the dreadful conse- 
quences to be apprehended from Grecian cruelty and rapacity in pillage. 
Of the treachery intended against them, Clearchus appears to have 
entertained some idea; for Xenophon mentions, that in conducting his 
troops, under Persian guides, to the place assigned them for refresh- 
ment, he thought it necessary to push forward as rapidly as possible, 
observing that the numerous canals and drains across which they were 
led, by means of portable bridges, were much fuller of water than at 
that season would ordinarily have occurred, and fearing that there 
might be a design of entangling them in the fens, and inundating the 
country. If such was the intention, it was frustrated by the expedi- 
tion with which the Greeks traversed these intricate marsh lands ; 
and on their arrival at the villages, they were abundantly refreshed, 
and well entertained : and here, partly for rest, and partly from policy, 
they remained three days. 
3*T r"fe. During this repose, TisBaphernes, accompanied by the brother of 
hiTsu the queen, and three Persians of rank, and with a great train, had an 
tnnnicw, interview with the generals, in which he displayed all that finesse, and 
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rtady perception of character, which characterize an accomplished 
djplom«ist ; and which proved that they, whom the Greeks with so 
raari contempt termed barbarians, though less warlike, and generally 
Iob vigorous in mind and bod;, were in fact more highly civilized, 
awe polished in manners, and more adroit in negotiation than them- 
■1ns. The result of the present discussion was a reference to the 
Royal Council, whose reply the Greeks awaited two days in great 
miety. On the third day, Tissaphernes returned, and the treaty was it vhfch 
*ttied on the following terms. That after the army, which was to "£*£,„ 
ascrnpany the new satrap, should have joined that of Ariieus, this ™«ie. 
aated force should march towards Ionia, and act as guides to the 
Greeks ; that they should provide them a market for purchasing pro- 
naons at their different stations on the road ; that in failure hereof 
ike Greeks should be allowed to seize in the villages as much as 
night be necessary for present consumption, but without committing 
•arte; provided always, that whenever a market could be procured 
fey should not plunder the country. 

This being agreed, Tissaphernes returned to court to complete his 
[reparations, and the Greeks encamping near Aniens awaited his 
Mara about three weeks. During this period the symptoms of aliena- 
tion became so strong on the part of the Persians, that the Greeks took 
•lann, and pressed Clearchua to remain no longer ; but that prudent 
general, though he acknowledged that he participated in their uneasi- 
vaa, would not consent to begin the rupture by departing from the 
irnas of the treaty ; alleging bis total ignorance of the country, and 
specially of the rivers they might have to cross, the formidable supe- 
riority of the Persian cavalry, and his own total want of that species 
of farce, as sufficient reasons for avoiding open hostilities. 

Tissaphernes at length arrived, accompanied by Orontas, the satrap Una phanei 
rf Armenia; who is supposed to have been the son of that Orontas * rri *"*- 
aecoted by Cyrus, and to have received the king's daughter in mar- 
riage, as ■ compensation for the death and disgrace of his rather in- 
twied in the royal cause. Each of the satraps led a great power, 
principally of horse, and Orontas brought his bride with him. The 
dose connection which immediately appeared to subsist between Tis- 
atpbernes and Ariams, strengthened the suspicions and increased the 
ueacmeas already prevailing in the Grecian army, and although the 
toios of the treaty were formally observed, yet all friendly intercourse 
•holly ccnncd, precautions against surprise were adopted with the 
■aw jealousy as in the face of an enemy, and some blows passed 
■nong the lower servants of the two camps. 

A few days afterwards the evil intentions of the Persian generals 
became apparent, by a feigned communication made to Proxenus and 
XsKrphon, of some intended treachery against the Greeks, the object 
rf which appears to have been, by exasperating the jealousy of the 
any, to excite them to defection, or to some violation of the treaty ; 
■d so great waa the consternation of Clearcbus that the plot would 
[«.«.J o 
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possibly have succeeded, had not the penetration of Xeuophon pointed 
out an inconsistency in the story of their pretended friend, which con- 
siderably relieved him from the apprehension of any immediate attack 
by the Persians. This circumstance, however, added to other causes 
of discontent, induced Clearchus to demand an explanation of Tissa- 
phemes, in the course of which that wily and accomplished statesman 
prevailed upon the Spartan to lay aside bis suspicions and his caution, 
and by artful insinuations transferred to Menon the whole blame of the 
late differences; so that Clearchus was induced to propose, that him- 
self and the principal officers of die army, should wait upon the satrap, 
and that a cordial reconciliation should take place; after which be 
remained to supper, and was treated with the most engaging hospi- 
j^ tality. There were not wanting in the Grecian army persons who dis- 

tnuhnr trusted these professions, and we may gather that Xenophon himself 
p'l^!£" advised the general against committing himself to (he faith of his doubt- 
ful allies ; but Clearchus, blunt and honest by nature, fell into the 
snare ; and taking with him four other generals, and twenty inferior 
officers, and being followed by about two hundred soldiers or volun- 
teers all unarmed,' he repaired to the Persian camp. On their arrival, 
the five generals Clearchus, Proxenus, Menon, Socrates, and Agias 
the Arcadian, were immediately admitted, the other officers waiting 
Mian of without ; and not long after, upon a signal given, those within were 
the uiedu arrested, and those without were cut to pieces, while a body of horse 
n«n«oit. scouring the plain, slew all the mixed crowd which had followed 
them ; and so complete was the destruction, that the Greeks who had 
observed (he confusion from the camp, and were at a loss how to act, 
were only informed of the truth by a single fugitive who escaped mor- 
tally wounded. All new to arms, expecting an immediate attack ; 
but the policy of Tissaphernes was not to fight, but to wear them out, 
and accordingly he instantly despatched three persons supposed to 
haw been well affected towards Cyrus ; Ariseus, Ariaozus, and Mith- 
ridates, and, as was reported, his own brother, with a well-armed 
escort of three hundred horse, to demand an interview with the re- 
maining officers, and to endeavour to practise upon them the same 
artifices which had been so successfully played off upon Clearchus. 
Cheiriaophus the Lacedtemonian next in rank to Clearchus was absent, 
and the only generals in the camp were Sophsnetus, and Cleanor of 
Orchomenus ; these, having taken proper measures to secure their 
safety, went out to meet the Persians, and Xenophon accompanied 
them that he might, if possible, ascertain the fate of his friend Prox- 
■nd dnthof enus. Ariteus then declared that Clearchus, having broken the treaty, 
cinichu. Ba d suffered capital punishment, but that Proxenus and Menon, who 
had given information of his treachery, were received among the Per- 
sians with high honours ; the king, he added, demands that you should 
give up your arms, which, having been the property of Cyrus, has, in 
course, escheated to him. 

1 So we may understand the phrase hi 1,; 4}-»*>. 
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This demand, which amounted in fact to an unconditional surrender, 
wis answered by Cleanor with becoming indignation, and with an 
appeal to the honour and generosity of those friends of Cyrus who hod 
involved themselves in the perfidity of Tissaph ernes, which could only 
hrre foiled of effect with bad hearts and depraved understandings, 
Areeos merely reiterated his charge against Clearchus ; upon which 
Xenopbon, with his characteristic acuteness, observed, "Clearchns Raptor 
then, if indeed he has violated his oath, and broken the treaty, has ^™ iq ° e ,,h ™ 1 
suifered justly (for it is right that perjury should be punished with Pe»i*u. 
death) ; but since our generals Proxenus and Menon have deserved well 
of yon, send them back to us, for it is manifest that they who are 
friends of both parties, can best advise for our mutual advantage." 
To this fair and able proposal the Persians could not contrive a reply, 
ud after considerable discussion among themselves, they retired with- 
out coming to any conclusion. 

It does not appear that there was the least ground for the charge 
pretended against Clearchus, or any of the five generals, unless the 
excessive avarice, the shameless selfishness, the gross debaucheries, and 
the total want of principle, which Xenopbon attributes to Menon, 
ud his known attachment to Aniens, might raise a suspicion that he 
had tempered with the Persians, and offered to assist in betraying his 
countrymen. Bat if he were thus guilty, he received the due reward 
of his crimes ; for the other generals having been conducted alive into 
the presence of the king were honourably beheaded, while Menon was 
condemned to one of those ignominious punishments too well known 
in Persia, which destroys life after many months of lingering torture. 

Xenopbon sums up his account of this extraordinary transaction 
with a handsome tribute to the military genius and high character of 
Clearchus; and briefly notices the brilliant talents and engaging 
qualities of his young friend Proxenus, whom he represents as capable 
of conducting affairs of the greatest moment, but too desirous of being 
beloved among his soldiers to inspire awe or maintain due discipline; 
his approbation was valued by the well disposed ; but his only censure, 
the withholding his accustomed praise and encouragement, was lightly 
retarded by 'toe disorderly. 

It is highly probable that the satraps produced tlie five generals at Coniiut 
court as prisoners of war, and claimed the credit of having defeated the Jj^S .tIIT 
Grecian army in action, and effectually prevented its return home ; an ib<> i>nfu». 
event evidently much dreaded by the Persian government, aware of 
the enterprising habits and daring genius of the Greeks, and of the 
peat superiority which personal hardihood, exact discipline, and im- 
penetrable armour must give them over any number of Persian 
soldiers. These troops, though often brave, and not deficient in 
address and activity, were, from the nature of their accoutrements, 
and the delicacy of their habits, equally incapable of being made 
~ tire in close action, and of sustaining the fatigues and privations 
protracted campaign. The politic arrangement of toe Persian 
C2 



court differed little from the general character so remarkable in oriental 
despotism: while a veneration scarcely short of idolatry was ostenta- 
tiously paid to the person of the great king, his authority was set at 
nought with impunity, and the grossest frauds were practised upon bis 
revenues ; a system of profound deceit and treachery was veiled under 
the most courtly manners ;. and the servants of the crown, often too 
powerful to be controlled, were secretly encouraged in a system of 
. private warfare, that the king might keep up a shadow of power by 
balancing them against each other. It was this weakness in the head, 
and division among the members, of the empire, which opened to the 
enterprising genius of Cyrus those great prospects which his personal 
rashness nipped in the bud : had he survived, it seems probable that 
he would have changed the face of that vast dominion, and have given 
a new energy to Persian councils and Persian arms, for he had all the 
qualities which command respect, and many which engage affection, 
and he entertained enlarged and liberal views of the political and 
military institutions of European Greece, 
BspsbUmn It has already been observed, that the republican sentiments which 
JJ^UUU 1 " pervaded Greece were extremely unfavourable to the adoption of an 
nnhmnnble effective military discipline. Where the council of war consists of the 
aJSSS whole army, and the deliberations are conducted as in a popular 
assembly, it is impassible that there should exist anything like secrecy 
of design or promptitude of execution ; and where the leaders owe 
their authority to the election of the troops, or the consent of the 
inferior officers, their operations must generally be controlled, and 
their opinions often overruled ; and as such a mode of appointment 
precludes a regular gradation of rank, there is commonly no second 
ready, on any emergency, to supply the place of the commander-in- 
chief; so that the success of every action depends upon the life of one 
man, and the conduct of the whole campaign upon every casualty to 
which he is liable. Hence it is, that in reading the history of Greece 
we are so frequently surprised to find the most brilliant victories fol- 
lowed by no material consequences, and the greatest advantages over- 
looked and unimproved. 
Dspsb of There is perhaps no instance upon record of an army so situated as 
tb^Onciia j^j. f ^ Greeks, after the loss of their five generals ; for of the 
three who remained with that rank, not one appears to have possessed 
talents or experience, or to have thought himself either capable of the 
great command now vacant, or called upon to provide for the common 
safety. All gave themselves up to despair. They felt that they 
were still two thousand miles from the nearest part of Greece, close 
to the vast armies of the king, and surrounded on all sides by tribes of 
hostile barbarians, who would supply them with nothing but at tha 
expense of blood: they had no guide acquainted with the country, no 
knowledge of the deep and rapid rivers which intersected it, and no 
cavalry to explore the road or cover their rear on the march. As if 
discipline and hope had ended together, the roll-call was scarcely 
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Maided to, the watch-fires were scantily, or not at all, supplied; 
even their principal meal was neglected : where chance led, they 
threw themselves down to rest, but not to sleep — for sleep was 
banished by thoughts of that country and those friends, whom they 
bow do longer expected, and scarcely dared hope to behold again. 

Bat the army had among them a man, little known indeed, bnt of x«w>ph™'i 
($t greater talents and bolder energies than any general under whom ""JJU"™ 
they bad served ; and probably the only man who could have extri- dtutkm of 
cated them from their present situation of unparalleled difficulty and ""T- 
danger. Xenopbon had hitherto held no rank ; had been attached to 
no division of the army; and had appeared only as the friend of 
Proxenua, but not in any way serving under him. He, like the rest, 
lay awake, suffering from grief and alarm ; but his mind was not of a 
temperament to suffer without seeking a remedy, and he represents 
himself as having been encouraged by a dream during a momentary 
doze, which he has, in his usual manner, so related and interpreted, as 
to leave it doubtful whether his remarkable attention to omens and 
sacrifices was the result of sound policy or of sincere belief. Rousing 
himself from slumber, be began to reflect on the folly and rashness in 
which all participated. The night was tar spent ; the enemy would 
probably be upon them with the dawn; submission could only con- 
duct them through suffering and disgrace to an ignominious death : no 
one provided for the emergency ; despair produced the effect of secu- 
rity; "and from what people among them, thought he, can I expect 
a general, fit for this business? or why should I hesitate to act on 
account of my youth ? If I thus without an effort give myself up to 
the enemy, I shall never reach a more mature age." 

Full of these thoughts he rose, calling together the officers belonging counitivtth 
to the division of Proxenua, he set before them, in an animated speech, **• eBeen, 
the certain ruin and destruction which must ensue from their submis- 
sion ; the grounds upon which he busted for success, from strenuous 
exertion and prudent counsel ; and concluded with assuring them that 
he was at their service in any capacity ; and mat if they thought fit to 
arrest him with the command, his youth should only pledge him to 
more vigorous exertion. Upon this, the officers unanimously declared ud u dioaen 
their readiness to serve under him, with the exception of one Apol- JjJjJ™;,, 
lorbdes, who, speaking in the Bceotian dialect, recommended that dtnomient 
they should seek safety by submitting to the orders of the king. ™° aonl > > 
To this proposal Xenopbon, with well-timed warmth, replied that 
aentiments so base ought to be punished by degradation to servile 
duties; an expression which led to the discovery that the officer in 
(joesticu had actually been a Lydian slave, and retained the marks of 
slavery on his person. He was accordingly cashiered, and the ex- 
ample proved of the greatest advantage, for it infused a new spirit 
fato the rest, who, on the suggestion of Xenopbon, immediately pro- 
ceeded to summon a general council of all the surviving generals and 
officers, to the number of nearly an hundred. By this time it was 



midnight, and the Boeotian officers, to save time, requested that 
Xenophon would open the business, by repeating what be had stated 
to them. 

He accordingly made another judicious and encouraging speech, in 
which he strongly reprobated the idea of placing the smallest depend- 
ence upon anything but their own prudence, courage, and unanimity ; 
and recommended, as the first step towards providing for the expected 
attack, that they should instantly proceed to supply by election the 
places of the commanders whom they had lost. 
ApooinimMit Cheiriaophus, the Lacedaemonian, immediately rose, and compli- 
JJSmS 1 * mented Xenophon in the highest terms upon his conduct and his 
eloquence ; and proposed, in order to carry his advice into effect, that 
the herald Tolmides, elsewhere celebrated for his stentorian powers, 
should call a general assembly of the whole army, without which, it 
appears, that no election of commanders could take place. This 
business consumed the remainder of the night; Timasion of Dar- 
danum being chosen to succeed Clearchus, Xanthiclea taking the 
place of Socrates, and the troops of Agias being committed to 
Cleanor ; Pbilesius, of Achses, was appointed to lead the Thessalians, 
instead of Menon, and Xenophon supplied the loss of his friend 
Proxenus. 

As soon as it was day, the new commanders, placing piquets in 
advance, again assembled the army, and exhorted them to take 
courage, to maintain discipline, and to rely on the favour of the gods, 
who would not mil to avenge themselves upon the perfidious Persians. 
Xenophon in particular, having armed himself with a splendour 
becoming his present rank, endeavoured to raise hope and inspire sen- 
timents of honour ; and fortunately the favourable omen of sternutation 
occurred in the midst of his speech; upon which the soldiers, all with 
one accord worshipped Jupiter the Preserver, from whom the omen 
was reputed to proceed; and Xenophon, breaking oft' his harangue, 
SterifiM to proposed a sacrifice to the god, desiring those who approved of the 
/-a" 1 SoWr - motion to hold up their hands : the show of hands being unanimous, 
the sacrifice was formally vowed, and an hymn song ; after which he 
resumed his discourse, and at great length set before the army, now 
full of hope and cheerfulness, the system which they must adopt to 
insure a safe and honourable return to their native country, and espe- 
cially enforcing the necessity of a strict adherence to discipline, too often 
the great deficiency of Grecian troops, and of all troops in a retreat, 
when it becomes doubly necessary. His proposals were unanimously 
carried, as before, by a show of hands. They were principally directed 
to the means of facilitating the march, by bunting the unnecessary 
tents and carriages, throwing away the most cumbrous part of the 
baggage, and even allowing a very limited quantity of necessary 
utensils ; to the establishment of dose order and an exact obedience ; 
and to the settling a regular line of march, by conceding the lead to 
Cbeirisophus, as being a Lacedemonian, allotting the command of the 
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rags to die two oldest generals, and reserving the charge of the rear 
; b himself and Timaaion, as being the youngest. Thus, without 
warning any superior authority, be in fact acted as commander in- 
dict and was readily and cheerfully obeyed ; the whole army feeling 
thai they were indebted to his energy and genius for their present 
*fety, md depended upon him for their future hopes. 

Whilst the soldiers were at dinner, previously to commencing their 
march, Hithridates made his appearance with a small escort, and 
•ndnvDnred once more to entrap them by professions of friendship ; 
tot the generals were now on their guard, and perceiving that this 
tod of intercourse led to desertion, they gave Strict orders that every 
Anger should be treated as an enemy, without, further declaration of 
humilities, daring their passage through the enemy's country. 

la the afternoon they crossed the Zabatus in good order, keeping the surmiih 
c*fgpge and servants in the centre of their hollow square; when ^J^X 
Hithridates again appeared at the head of two hundred horse, and four xttiuUus. 
hundred well-appointed archers and slingera. He approached as near 
* he thought proper with indications of friendly intentions, and thus 
poured his missiles into the rear of the Greeks to their great annoy- 
•W; for their own bowmen were inferior to the barbarians, who, 
•snog discharged their arrows, retired behind the horse for protection. 
Provoked at this, Xenophon, with his rear-guard, attempted to pursue 
then ; bot be could not separate himself far enough from the main 
body of the army to render pursuit effectual, and only exposed his own 
■no to the arrows which the enemy discharged as they retired. As 
the Greeks moved to rejoin the march, the enemy in turn pursued, and 
thw the whole day was occupied in a harassing skirmish, and the pro- 
pus made was only three miles. This was sufficiently discouraging, 
ud Cheuisophus, with the older generals, found fault with Xenophon 's 
conduct, who ingenuously acknowledged his error, but at the same 
time amply atoned for it, by a display of all the resources which 
thnscterize a great commander. " We have to-day experienced," 
•ud he, "on a small scale, the mischiefs to be apprehended from the 
tneay ; and they are such as we can easily obviate ; the superiority of 
thnr missile weapons may be met by offering encouragement to the 
fibodwn slingera in our army, who can hurl leaden bullets, much more 
effective than stones ; and my horses, and those left by Clearchus, 
added to such as are used as beasts of burden, will mount a tolerable 
body of cavalry, who will enable us to keep the enemy at a greater 
faitace." 

The sagacity of this arrangement was at once perceived, and that 
Ay night two hundred slingera were enrolled, and the next morning, 
•bout fifty horse were duly equipped under the command of the 
Athenian Lycius. This business consumed the entire day, and on the 
KB, they began their march at an early hour, passing in safety a 
Brine, where they had apprehended an attack. Soon afterwards, 
bowerer, Hithridates appeared with a force of ten thousand horse, and 
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four thousand archers and alingers, having been encouraged by his late 
Mtthridun success to undertake the capture of the Greeks. But he met with a 
J2JJ. 1 ™* reception very different from his expectations; the new cavalry imme- 
diately charged, and, supported by the stingers and a body of heavy- 
armed in the rear, put the whole Persian force to flight, and following 
them closely, made considerable slaughter of their infantry, while 
eighteen horse, entangled in the ravine, were taken. The bodies of 
the slain were shockingly mangled by the Greeks, with a view of 
infusing terror into the enemy ; but this piece of barbarity was com- 
mitted without orders. After this, they proceeded without molesta- 
tion to a deserted Median city on the banks of the Tigris, where they 
halted for the night. 



The check they had received deterred the Persians from any further 
"oWniM attempt for two days, but on the third, Tissaphernes, with the united 
Ik mireh of force at his command, appeared, hovering on their rear and flanks. 
Adhering to his plan of avoiding close action, he ordered his archers 
and stingers to commence the attack. But the Greeks had already 
gained experience from the missile weapons of the enemy, and had 
begun to use those which they had taken from them with sure aim and 
deadly effect ; and the alingers having fortunately obtained a supply of 
gat and lead, did great execution, so that Tissaphernes hastily retired 
beyond the range of the shot, and the whole army followed his 
example, pursuing the Grecian troops the rest of the day at a safe 



This intermission gave time to the generals to correct the deficiency 
of their hollow square, which was found very inconvenient in passing 
defiles or bridges in lace of any enemy ; and they so arranged it, as to 
march in column, protected by six piquets of a hundred men each, 
who were to move either to the front or rear, as the occasion might 
require ; the column being so managed as by a ready evolution to be 
formed into a square when necessary. These dispositions effectuallv 
prevented any further annoyance from the enemy on the plain ; and 
the Greeks, on the seventh day since the commencement of open 
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hostiliues, joyfully perceived that they were approaching a moun- 
aicoas roncncy, where the enemy's horse would be unable to act in 
fage detachments. But the Persians having occupied the heights, bo 
Wined them with missiles, that the targeteeis were forced within (be 
Y protection of the heavy-armed troops, and thus rendered useless ; and 
n many were wounded that it became necessary, on halting for die 
night, to appoint eight surgeons. 

The design of the Persians being to harass rather than to fight, they rwipn o> 
entumed to annoy the line of march for many days by desultory lh " "** 
•Hacks, chiefly with missile weapons ; and they carefully avoided all 
ttfc measures as might render the Greeks desperate, and bring on a 
general action; so that they neither laid waste the country, nor 
utempted to intercept the supplies. And the Greeks, by commencing 
their march later in the day, and thus keeping the Persians at a 
paler distance, from the fear of being assaulted by night, obtained at 
length two or three days of uninterrupted peace. 

But the satraps now began to entertain serious apprehensions, that 
toe perseverance and courage of this handful of men would break all 
their fine-drawn measures; and a determined attempt was made to 
■reM their progress by preoccupying with bowmen and alingers a 
height under which they must necessarily pass ; and at the same time 
prating co their rear with the cavalry. But here again their scheme 
*w defeated, no less by the prudent advice, than by the personal 
*gxa and intrepidity of Xenophon, who, with a select body of heavy- 
"»ed troops, and the corps of targeteera, succeeded in gaining a 
beigbt which commanded the position of the enemy, and immediately 
aalodged them. While he was encouraging his men on this service vinmu 
to uk their utmost exertion, a surly fellow reproached him with riding J^k,^,,, 
u hie ease on horseback whilst others toiled on foot Upon which, 
Xenophon sprung from his horse, and taking his shield from the mal- 
(DDtegt, pushed vigorously forward, till the indignation of the soldiers 
■piost the offender again induced him to mount, and restore the foot- 
■Hiers shield. 

This mode of attack being rendered abortive, Tissaphemes now at 
wgth attempted to lay waste the country, and actually set fire to 
awe villages, which occasioned great alarm among the Grecian soldiers, 
who began to apprehend a want of provisions ; but Xenophon, riding 
■tag the line, humorously observed to them, that " by this act the 
Persians clearly acknowledged themselves conquered, for they ceased 
to treat the country as the territory of their king." And Cheirisophus 
■rustically proposed to begin burning also, in order to see which 
patty would " first cry, hold, enough." 

But though the cheerfulness of their commanders infused confidence 
**> the troops, they had yet great difficulties to overcome ; for they 
wired at a pass where precipitous mountains on one hand, and a river 
<fceh they could not fathom with their spears on the other, seemed to 
tar ill farther progress. After some delay in retrograde movements, 



and some time spent in irpmining the captives, it was at length 
resolved, in the council of the generals, to force a passage through the 
JjJJ" Cardnchian' mountains, inhabited by a wild and fierce race of savages, 
(iiduchim whose hereditary hostility to the Persians, it was hoped, might render 
Hounuiiu. thenj favourable to the Greeks. And with this hope they abstained 
from pillage, and took only such supplies of provision as were indis- 
pensable. Finding, however, that no friendly demonstration met with 
any attention, but that, on the contrary, the Carducbians appeared 
everywhere disposed to molest them, Xenophon represented to the 
army that nothing bat activity and expedition could enable them to 
traverse the mountains with tolerable security, and advised a still 
further sacrifice of their baggage, and especially of their slaves and 
cattle, the most valuable of the spoil they had acquired. And such is 
the influence which talents for command have in seasons of public 
danger, that no one ventured to dispute the propriety of the order 
which was made; the males accordingly were mostly dismissed, bat 
discipline was not powerful enough to make the soldiers part with 
their women. 

The Canluchians were found much more troublesome enemies than 
the Persian forces bad been ; for, with equal disposition to mischief, 
they had the advantage of rugged precipices, up which the Greeks 
climbed with difficulty, while they rolled down vast rocks, and hurled 
abundance of smaller stones with the force of slings, and in some cases 
contrived to throw the men themselves down the precipices ; they 
also shot arrows of uncommon length from their huge bows, which, 
drawn by the foot, carried much further than those of the Cretans in 
the Grecian army, and with such force as to pierce helmet, shield, and 
The thorax ; so that the march was a continued fight for seven days, 

^^J^,! attended with considerable loss and many severe wounds. In all 
on the these dangers Xenophon bore a prominent part, and displayed those 

talents for command which are always readily obeyed in seasons of 
distress: he preoccupied the heights; he caught savages for guides 
and interpreters ; he led the van, conducted the piquets, or kept order 
in the rear, as circumstances called him ; he was always accessible 
during the hours of meals or rest ; and upon him the whole army felt 
that tbey depended for deliverance from their difficulties. Fortunately, 
the towns were unfortified and well supplied, and the mountaineers 
left them undefended, having stipulated, in return for permitting some 
slain to be buried, that the Greeks should not burn them. Here they 
found repose ; and on the last day, coming in view of the river which 
terminates the Carduchian country, and seeing the plains of Armenia 
beyond, they betook themselves to sleep in the villages, as if all their 
toils were ended. But at day-break it was found that the opposite 
bank was occupied by their old enemies the Persians, under Oroittas, 
who had arrived in his satrapy before them, to dispute their passage 
through it : the river, just fordable, was rapid, and its bottom u 
n_ ' The modern mint it Cards. 
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The Carduchians, occupying the heights which the army had just 
quitted, watched a favourable moment to commence their attack on 
thenar. 

Here Xenoplion again encouraged the almost-broken spirits of the 
srmy by relating a dream, the interpretation of which was evidently 
that be should extricate them from their perilous situation ; and soon 
afterwards he announced information which he had received of a shal- 
lower passage lower down, with a landing-place, where the Persian 
horse would be unable to act against them. The usual sacrifices and 
**nififw to the gods having been performed, the whole army sung the 
uean, and prepared to cross the river. The Persians, astonished pro- 
bably at their apparently undiminished numbers and resolution, offered 
no effectual resistance ; and the mountaineers being held in check by 
the judicious dispositions of Xenophon, made little impression on the 
rear. So complete indeed was the success, that the first division of 
the Greeks actually captured some booty from the Persian troops. 

The fertile plains of Eastern Armenia were then passed without ti*j ™* 
opposition in five days' march. And on the arrival of the army at *"*' 
Tdeboas, which forms the boundary of the Western Armenia, the 
Map, Teribazus, sent to offer them a free passage and necessary sup- 
plies through his country, on condition that they should not plunder 
Mr destroy the property of the inhabitants. These terms were gladly 
accepted ; but the soldiers suffering severely from the change of 
donate and season, notwithstanding the attentions of Xenophon to 
provide fuel and unguents, were unavoidably quartered in the houses 
to protect them from the heavy falls of snow. Hence it happened 
that some buildings were burnt ; and Teribazus, considering the treaty 
m violated, prepared to entrap the army in a defile. Suspicion having 
arisen, and a prisoner being taken to gain information, the generals 
prepared for defence, and their preparations alone sufficed to put the 
Persians to so hasty a flight, that their camp, with the tent of 
Teribazas himself, and all his rich furniture, became the prey of the 
Greeks. 

The next day they passed the defile, and in three days more, ™i |™" h * 
marching through a desert covered with snow, they reached the up '"*" 
Euphrates near its source, and easily crossed it In their subsequent 
natch, they suffered dreadfully from snow and frost, so that the men 
fell down benumbed with cold, and the cattle perished. The suf- 
ferings of the army became extreme, and it required all the art and all 
the authority of Xenophon and the other generals to preserve the men 
from yielding to the severity of the climate and to fatigue. At length 
they arrived at some of the habitations of the natives, where, pre- 
tending' to be in the service of the king, and on their way to join the 
■trap, they were peaceably quartered in the villages, and obtained 
nfieshments in abundance. Xenophon having a particular village 
dotted him, immediately invited the chief magistrate, or comarch, to 
mp with him ; and treating him with the greatest kindness, assured 



him that he need apprehend nothing for his person or property, if be 
would only undertake to be their guide to the limit of the king's 
dominions, his son being detained as an hostage for his fidelity. This 
af/SfaT" B ** van ' ;a S e ' however, was lost, after three days' march, by the rudeness 
„ph nl . " of Cheirisophus, who so offended the comarch, that be deserted, 
leaving his son to bis fate. 

Xenophon warmly resented this imprudent violence, and it occa- 
sioned the only quarrel he ever had with Cheirisophns. The course 
of the Phasis was now their guide, till, coming opposite the passage 
through the mountains to the plain beyond, they diverged from it 
across the country, and at the foot of the hills were met by the 
Chalybes, the Taochians, and the Phasians in arms. After some dis- 
cussion, the advice of Xenophon was adopted ; the enemy were cir- 
cumvented, and the passage forced : in the plain on the other side, 
they found " villages plentifully stored with good things." 

Hence they marched through the country of the Taochians, who 
had taken care to collect their property within their fortifications, 
which they defended with desperate resolution, dashing themselves 
with their wives and children down the precipices rather than fall 
alive into the hands of the Greeks, whom want of provisions com- 
pelled to storm their strong places. The next people whose territory 
they invaded were the Cbalybes, a well-armed and ferocious race, who 
so successfully opposed them, that they were forced to subsist upon 
the cattle which they had taken from the Taochians; and to be con- 
tinually acting on the defensive, till they reached the level country of 
the Scythians, where, after four days' march, they found rest and food 
in some villages. From this place, iu four days, they reached the 
huge and wealthy town of Gymnias, the governor of which offered 
to conduct them, in five days, through a country which they might 
plunder and waste as much as they should think fit, to an eminence 
from whence they could behold the Euxine Sea ; declaring his willing- 
ness, if he should fail of his undertaking, to suffer death. 

His proposition being accepted, on the fifth day they arrived at the 

sacred hill called Tbece, and as soon as the first division reached the 

Tiw Greek, summit, the view of the sea occasioned such a shout, that Xenophon, 

"■"ofEbe'" wno St '^' commanded the rear, imagined that they were attacked, and 

•ea. pressed forward to give assistance ; but the real cause of the clamour 

being ascertained, all order, all discipline, for the moment, was at an 

end — generals, officers, and soldiers, in a transport of joyful tears, 

embraced each other, and the animating cry, " The sea 1 the sea 1 " was 

re-echoed through the broken ranks. When the first tumult of delight 

bad a little subsided, they collected a quantity of large stones, and 

forming them into a rude column, hung upon it, as a kind of trophy, 

the arms of the barbarous nations which they had taken on the march. 

The guide, as might be expected, was magnificently rewarded, and 

honourably dismissed. 

The next morning, some hostile demonstrations were made by the 
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Jfacrones, through whose thick woods their road lay ; when an 
Athenian slinger coming to Xenophon acknowledged that he had 
originally been a slave, and that these people were his countrymen ; 
offering at the same time to go to them, and bring them to terms. 
This being granted, and the Mucrones, being assured that the Greeks 
were hostile to the Persians, readily entered into treaty, rendered them 
every assistance in their power) and conducted them to the borders of 
me Cokhians. 

Here opposition was expected ; and Xenophon, in a speech to the £ l l 5^ d "' 
generals, strongly recommended forming the troops in column rather 
than in phalanx, on account of the inequality of the ascent through the 
mountains ; and having carried his point, he rode from left to right 
■long the ranks, crying out, " My men, these barbarians whom you 
now see, are the last obstacle to our reaching the destination we 
have so long laboured for ; let us, therefore, by all means, make an 
example of them.'' The Colchians were easily defeated ; but a delay 
of several days was occasioned by the unwholesome effects of some 
honey, the produce of the country, of which many of the soldiers had 

When they were sufficiently recovered, they resumed their march, 
and in two days reached Trapezus, 1 a Greek town on the coast of the 
Enxine Sea, having occupied about ten months in the expedition and 
retreat. Here they imagined themselves at home, and supplying 
themselves with plenty by ravaging the adjoining Colchiao country, 
they continued a month among the Trapezuntines, who willingly 
famished them with a market, besides making them many presents. 
During their abode at Trapezus, they performed the vows which they 
had addressed on the march to Jupiter the preserver, and Hercules, 
celebrating the respective sacrifices and games, in the best manner 
which their present situation wonld admit. 

The army, now tired of marching and fighting, was desirous of 
passing into Greece by sea, and Cheirisophus undertook to go to 
Auaxibios, the Lacedemonian admiral, for the purpose of soliciting 
transports. In the mean time, Xenophon endeavoured to provide 
for the security and supplies of the army during his absence ; and for 
their journey homewards by land, in the event of their failing to obtain 
vessels sufficient to convey them all. But he had the mortification to 
find, that the assembly of the troops, in which, according to the de- 
mocratic principles of Grecian government, the supreme power resided, 
although they readily adopted all his measures for present convenience, 
refused their assent to every proposal that tended to provide for a 

Disappointed in this, he sent messengers to the different states Fonsiiiii of 
through whose territory he foresaw they must ultimately proceed, x ™°£™ i 
advising them by all means to prepare good roads, guides, and 
markets, that the passage of so large and unruly a body might be as 

""' " Google 
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rapid and as little burdensome as possible ; and his recommendation 

was thankfully adopted. 

In the meanwhile, the army was to be supported by the most 
iniquitous and perilous plunder of the neighbouring countries, till the 
return of Cheirisophus with a supply of vessels far short of their wants 
and expectations : this, together with the failure of other expedients 
to procure any considerable number of ships, at length brought the 
soldiers to their senses ; and they agreed to send the sick, the n 
and children, all above forty years of age, and all unnecessary b 
by sea, and that the rest should travel by land. 

On the third day of their journey they reached Census, a Grecian lom 
on the Euxine, where they held a general muster, and found the whole 
loss of the heavy armed since their departure under Cyrus, exclusive of 
desertion, to be about 1,400. " These," says Xenophon, " died in 
battle, or in the snow, and perhaps a few from sickness." Here also 
they divided the money arising from the sale of their various plunder, 
and consecrating the produce of robbery and murder, they devoted a 
tenth of the spoil to Apollo and to Diana of Ephesus, which was in- 
trusted to the generals in shares to be appropriated to the service of 
the gods. The use which Xenophon made of the portion committed 
to him will be seen hereafter. 

The army then resumed their march, the transports keeping a 
parallel course along the coast, and landing as they halted; but the 
want of discipline which prevailed among the troops, rendered the 
situation of Xenophon (who was now acknowledged as their leader, 
Cheirisophus not having rejoined) extremely delicate and difficult. 
Straggling parties of plunderers were cut off by the natives, and the 
whole line of country rendered hostile by the impossibility of keeping 
the soldiers from committing devastation wherever they arrived; and 
indeed the principles of Xenophon, the disciple of Socrates, himself a 
moralist and a philosopher, appear to have been strangely warped by 
the military notions of his time, which considered the plunder of all 
barbarians as a regular and legitimate mode of paying and supplying 
an army, and were not nice even with respect to Grecian pioperty, 
unless protected by special treaty, and insured by a species of hos- 
pitality resembling the black mail of our own northern marauders. 

The evils resulting from this barbarous mode of travelling, became 
sensibly felt on their arrival at Cotyora, another Sinopian colony on 
the same coast ; and the inconvenience which they experienced, again 
induced the troops to wait above six weeks, in the hope of obtaining 
a passage by sea. This season of leisure suggested to the active arid 
statesman-like genius of Xenophon, who knew the impossibility of 
procuring transports for all, the idea of founding a new colony, in a 
very advantageous situation not far from their present quarters. Bat, 
whether his pecuniary resources began to fail him, or the private in- 
clination of the soothsayer was too strong to be overruled, he did not 
in this instance succeed in procuring the favourable indications from 
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■offices and omens which hia prudence usually commanded. And 
ptbspa it was not probable that men so long accustomed to predatory 
obits, und acquainted with the wealth and luxury of Persia, could be 
induced to settle quietly to hard labour and simple modes of life, sur- 
imnded by continual temptations to resume those irregular practices, 
» congenial to the idleness and the restlessness of our nature. 

However this might be, the project was extremely unpopular, and 
atitoi universal alarm and indignation, not only in the army, but 
incog all the neighbouring colonies, who justly dreaded the establish- 
ment of so overwhelming a power, actuated by motives and principles 
of which they 4 had already seen too much. Those who were jealous 
of Xenophon's authority, or hostile to his views, took the opportunity 
to inflame the discontent of the soldiers and the apprehensions of the 
Moves; and it required all his energies and all his eloquence to 
•ppease the rising mutiny, which threatened the dissolution of all 
remaining discipline- 
Finding it absolutely necessary to give up for the present all idea xmophon 
of colonization, he resolved to profit by the present conjuncture to jj^JpSJiieai 
represent to the army, in a long and apparently candid speech, his real u» w»y. 
wishes and intentions ; and to point out to them in strong language, 
the difficulties to which they exposed him, and the ruin and disgrace 
they were preparing for themselves, by their disregard of discipline, 
and by the looseness of their conduct. The remonstrance had the 
desired effect ; and not only were better regulations adopted for the 
ftunre, but a strict inquiry was instituted into past delinquencies, 
km which the generals themselves were not exempt; and some of 
them were punished by fines for neglect or peculation. Xenophon 
ns himself accused of violence towards the soldiers under his com- 
mand; but the accnsation was supported only by a single witness, a 
muleteer, who had been guilty of gross inhumanity, and who was 
universally thought, upon the case being fairly stated, to have been 
punished too leniently. No other complainant, after this, venturing 
to appear, Xenophon took occasion to remind the soldiers of all that 
he had done and suffered for them ; insisting upon it that he had 
never punished any man unnecessarily, much less unjustly, and appeal- 
ing to their recollection of continual acts of kindness and benevolence. 
Ingratitude is not among the vices of a military life ; and it was rare 
anong the bold and generous though licentious soldiery of Greece : 
lbs troops were deeply touched by the affectionate reproof of their 
taler, and acquitted him by acclamation. 

From Cotyora, tile army passed by sea to Sinope, having been pro- t)« ray 
uded with ships by the different people who desired to be delivered £™^ 
Audi their presence. The Sinopians received them with hospitality ; 
ad here they were at last joined by Cheirisophus with some triremes, 
but with no supplies of any kind, and bringing nothing from Anaxibius 
S»t empty compliments, and a vague promise, that if they should reach 
tie Propontis, he would take diem into pay as mercenaries. Thus, 
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as they approached their own country, their difficulties seemed to 
increase ; and in the apprehension that divided councils, and want of 
discipline, might expose them to their enemies, and alienate their 
friends, they came to a resolution to elect one general, who should 
have full power over all the movements of the army, and the sole 
direction of all their measures. 

The choice falling unanimously upon Xenophon, he was powerfully 

at tempted to accept a situation so suitable to his talents, and so calcu- 
lated to extend his feme and popularity ; but prudential considerations 
induced him to decline it, and finding the army unwilling to take a 
refusal, he had recourse to their superstition, and inibnhed them, that 
having understood their intentions, he had previously consulted the 
gods, and that the sacrifices were decidedly against his undertaking 
the command offered him. Upon this Cheirisophus was elected, and 
immediately they set sail for Heracles, a Megsrensian colony, where 
they were received with extraordinary kindness. But Cheirisophus, 
though a respectable soldier, and a brave man, was no statesman ; in 
less than a week his influence was at an end, and his command formally 
abrogated. The malcontents to the number of 4,500, chiefly Ar- 
cadians and Acha-ans, separated themselves with the intention of 
plundering the barbarians on the coast, and elected ten new com- 
manders. Cheirisophus, heartily disgusted at the misconduct of the 
whole army, refused to take the command of any troops beside the 
Thracians formerly raised by Clearchus, about 1,400 heavy armed 
and 700 light infantry; there remained with Xenophon only 1,700 
heavy foot, 300 birgeteers, and all the horse, in number now about 40. 
Cheirisophus proceeded along the coast, and did not long survive his 
mortification. The mutineers commenced their system of plunder, and 
were overpowered by the barbarians, a large part of their number being 
slain, and the rest surrounded on a hill, and in hourly apprehension of 
being cut off to a man. Xenophon had taken an inland road, when 
his horse, who preceded the party as scouts, brought in some mes- 
sengers from the Arcadians, who informed him of their perilous situa- 
tion. Xenophon immediately saw the danger that would result to 
his own little troop, from the annihilation of so large a Grecian force 

' in the neighbourhood; and addressing his soldiers, exhorted them to 
march to the relief of their late companions. By a skilful stratagem 
he induced the barbarians to retire in the night, and having ascertained 
that they had actually fled, he marched instantly to join Cheirisophus 
at the harbour of Calpe, lest he should be overwhelmed by the numbers 
of the enemy ; on the road he fell in with the Arcadian and Achaean 
forces, whom he had thus delivered from die most imminent danger, 
and a cordial reconciliation took place between the two parties. On 
their arrival they found Cheirisophus already dead, and his command 
conferred upon Neon ; and a decree was unanimously passed, in tbe 
true spirit of a Grecian popular assembly, that if any one should here- 
after attempt to dismember the army, be should be punished with. 



fcath. But a spirit of discontent and suspicion yet remained ; the 
nkhers, apprehensive that Xenophon had not sincerely abandoned his 
faagn of founding a colony, refused to be encamped in the favourable 
(nation which his military eye instantly selected for them, lest they 
Aoold he entrapped into a permanent residence. But Xenophon had 
managed to regain his influence over the prophets, and no auspicious 
omens could be obtained for marching, or even for foraging, till the 
amy complied with his commands. In the meanwhile Neon, who 
iad succeeded to Cbefrisophus, affecting to compassionate the distress 
of the soldiers unable to procure provisions, offered to conduct a 
foraging party ; and about 2,000 men turned out to follow him ; 
but this unhandsome conduct served only to confirm the authority of 
Xenophon ; tor the party under Neon were defeated by the barbarians 
with the heaviest loss that had ever been sustained by the army; 
ifaore 500 men were slain, and the rest so surrounded by the enemy, 
in Xenophon was obliged to go in person with all his force to bring 
iemoff; the barbarians following closely, and lurking in the thickets 
■bout the camp till dusk, when they attacked and carried the out- 
posts, drove in the piquets, and obliged the whole army to pass the 
night under arms. 

The reasons of Xenophon for pitching upon a strong natural site prudmuur 
for the camp were now apparent, and his wisdom so generally ac- Xewpimu. 
howledged, that no further opposition wss offered to fortifying the 
ipot he had selected, and transporting thither all their baggage. Im- 
mediately the omens were all favourable, and a vessel arrived with a 
(■go of provisions. 

The next morning, leaving the baggage, and the soldiers above 
ictv-five years of age to guard the camp, under the orders of Neon, 
Xenophon marched out, taking ail those precautions which indicated 
mat be expected to be attacked ; and after having buried the slain of 
ike preceding day, a ceremony to which Grecian superstition attached 
peculiar importance, he soon afterwards discovered a laige body of 
Brthjnianfi, sent by the satrap to defend the country, advantageously 
posted on a hill with a ravine in front. Some of the officers dis 
amded an attack, on account of the strength of the position ; but 
Senophoo overruling their objections by the prevailing argument of a 
favourable sacrifice, after a smart action, defeated and dispersed the 
enemv ; who, finding themselves unable to cope with the Greeks in 
me field, contented themselves with removing all that was most 
nimble up the country ; leaving to Xenophon and his army the nn- 
dJBBrbed possession of a wide district abounding with provisions; 
m that they patiently awaited the arrival of Oleander, the Laceda?- 
Bomon governor of Byzantium, who was expected to bring transports 
to convey them all into Greece. His arrival, however, miserably dis- 
^mointed their expectations ; he came with only two triremes, and 
mt Dexippus in his train, who having dishonestly left the Cyreian 

Greeks at Trapezus, had artfully contrived to infuse into the minds 
[h. q.] d 
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both of Anaxibins, the admiral, and of Oleander, Strang prejudices 
against the whole army, especially against Xenophon and Agasias 
the Arcadian, who had always been Xenophon's friend. 

Oleander happened unfortunately to land when the greater part of 
the troops were absent on forage ; and a small detachment was just 
then returning with some sheep which they had been plundering. 
Fearful of losing their booty, and aware of the corruption of 
Dexippus, they offered him any share of the spoil to secure the re- 
mainder to them. He eagerly embraced the proposal, but other 
soldiers coming in, and objecting to the bargain, and a tumult begin- 
ning to arise, he appealed to the governor, who ordered the soldier 
with whom the objection had arisen to be arrested. This man 
happened to belong to the division of Agasias, who, coming up at 
the moment, and treating Dexippus with merited contempt, rescued 
the soldier ; a scene of confusion followed, in which stones were 
thrown, and Oleander himself was exposed to some danger, and 
betrayed evident symptoms of alarm. Xenophon and the other 
generals arriving at this juncture, instantly restored order, and en- 
deavoured to pacify Oleander. But fear generates anger; the go- 
vernor, in the true tone of Spartan insolence, declared that unless 
Agasias and the arrested soldier were given up to him, he would 
order every city in Greece to treat the Cyreian army as enemies ; 
and do doubt appears to have been entertained that this arbitrary 
command of a provincial governor would have been generally obeyed. 

The conduct of Xenophon in these trying circumstances was politic 
and just. He allayed the irritated feelings of the army, and persuaded 
Agasias voluntarily to surrender himself to the governor ; who, after a 
haughty display of official dignity, was at length persuaded of the 
baseness of Dexippus, and received Xenophon into his confidence, 
and honoured him with his friendship. But finding that the com- 
mand of such a force, under such circumstances, was at once difficult 
and hazardous, and that ail the neighbouring states, Grecian and bar- 
barian, were anxious to be rid of a numerous body, subsisting by 
plunder, he declared that, as the sacrifices were not propitious for 
nis marching at their head, he would go by sea to Byzantium, and 
prepare for their reception. Xenophon also had intended to sail about 
the same time for Athens, in the hope that he might, by his eloquence 
and interest, prevent the sentence which he apprehended from the 
violence of the people ; but at the earnest desire of Anaxibius he 
continued in his command of the army, till they should arrive at 
Byzantium. On their arrival at that first European town, and enter- 
ing, as they had reason to conclude, into the service of the sovereign 
state of Greece (for by that title the contemporary historian, himself 
an Athenian, does not hesitate to designate Lacedsemon), the Cyreians 
fancied themselves once more at home, and congratulated themselves 
on die end of all their wanderings : but the power of Oleander was 
much greater to injure than to serve them ; and Anaxibius (bribed, as 
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it was suspected, by Pharnabazus, the satrap of Bithynia, and possibly 
by other neighbouring powers), not only defrauded them of the pro- 
mised pay, bat by an unfriendly stratagem excluded them from the 
city, and ordered than on a distant service. Enraged at this treat- 
meat, the soldiers seized the town, and but for the timely interference Tb.irooj» 
of Xenophon would have possessed themselves of the harbour and ■"'.** tl " 
fleet, with the intention of making him their chief, and establishing an 
independent power. 

Anaxibius gladly availed himself of the influence of Xenophon to 
allay the storm thus raised by his own ungenerous rashness ; and 
having by his means once more excluded the army from the walls, he 
sent a creature of his own to delude them by oners of mercenary 
service, and to draw them to a greater distance. Deprived of the 
guidance and wisdom of their leader, who was preparing to sail for 
Athena, the Cyreisns could no longer be kept together ; but their 
number was daily thinned by the secession of small parties, some of 
whom obtained a passage home ; whilst others settled in the country, 
or altered into foreign service. 

A sadden change, however, in the politics of Lacedamon, induced 
Anaxibius, who had now been superseded in bis command by Aris- 
tschns, to desert that party at home which was desirous of maintain- 
ing peace with Asia ; and he made an unexpected proposal to 
Xenophon, who was still with him, to return once more to the 
army, and to lead them, in the service of lacedaauon, against the 
rich satrapies of Pharnabazus and Tissaphernes. Xenophon, who 
knew how popular such an expedition would prove, readily under- 
took it, and was received by the soldiers with unbounded joy ; but 
upon leading them to Perm thus, with the intention of embarking for 
Asia according to the instructions of Anaxibius, he was roughly 
treated by Aristarchus, who had sold for slaves all the Cyreians in 
Byzantium, to the number of 400, and would have arrested Xenophon 
himself, had he not been put upon his guard by a friendly intimation 
of the design against him. 

Meeting with nothing but treachery and ill treatment from all The uny 
parties, and finding themselves universally the objects of dread and mt ™ ,h ,° 
suspicion, the army now placed all their hopes upon Xenophon thus Snitha. 
OMipectedly restored to them. His genius, always fertile of re- 
sources, could suggest nothing better than to avail themselves of the 
repeated offers of Seuthes, a deposed Thracian prince, who had been 
educated under the hospitable roof of Medocus, king of theOdrysians; 
and who, desirous of regaining his father's throne by force, proposed 
to engage the Greeks iu his service, with a promise of present pay, 
ad of ample remuneration in the event of his reducing by their as- 
Mtance his rebellious subjects. 

Neon alone of the generals, being a Laconian, seceded from this 
proposal, and drew off with him about 800 men, with whom he 
joined Aristarchus. The rest of the army consenting to follow 
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Xenophon even in a winter campaign, in the rigorous climate of 
Thrace, he went with the principal officers by night to the camp of 
Seuthes, where he was received with high honour, bat at the same 
time with extraordinary caution, and speedily arranged the terms on 
which the Greeks should enter into his service, which were highly 
favourable to diem, and to Xenophon himself, 
ntbei The remains of this gallant army proved an overmatch for the xm- 

™ISon* disciplined fierceness of the rebel barbarians, and Seuthes was Dot 
only reinstated in his paternal dominions, without any loss, in less 
than two months, but was enabled to make great additions to his 
ancient dominion. But he unfortunately had in his service, and in his 
confidence, an artful unprincipled Greek named Heraclides, who infused 
into him a distrust of Xenophon, and a jealousy of the army, and per- 
suaded him to withhold the remuneration which he had agreed to 
bestow upon them. The troops immediately murmured against 
Xenophon because they were unpaid, and Seuthes was offended with 
'• bnach at him for pressing the payment of their due ; and to such a length did 
'"s"™'" these unpleasant discussions proceed that an open rupture was appre- 
hended, and all friendly intercourse was actually suspended. 
«*"•■ The situation of Xenophon and his army was becoming extremely 
™id™ So critical, when the arrival of two Lacedaemonian officers improved the 
"** aspect of their aflairs. A change of administration in the Lacedaemo- 
nian councils had effected that alteration in their policy, on which 
Anaxibius had prematurely acted ; and they were consequently anxious 
to secure the aid of the veteran troops of the Grecian army in invading 
the Persian dominions. The officers who came into Thrace upon this 
business were received by Seuthes with great hospitality, while no 
notice was taken of Xenophon or of his officers • but when the 
purport of their journey was explained, the Thracian prince altered 
his tone, and admitted the leaders to an interview, when the manly 
and decided conduct of Xenophon, the remonstrance of his better 
counsellors, and the dictates of his own honour prevailed: the de- 
mands of the army were fully satisfied, and harmony was restored. 

There was little hesitation in accepting the offers of the Lacedae- 
monian government, and the army, joyfully anticipating the plunder of 
Asia, crossed over to Lampsacus. It seems probable, that in the 
arrangement with Seuthes, Xenophon had abandoned his private 
interest to secure the general advantage ; for meeting at Lampsacus 
with an old Athenian acquaintance, Euclid, the Phliasian soothsayer, 
after mutual congratulations and inquiries, he acknowledged himself to 
have so completely exhausted his pecuniary resources as to be obliged 
to part with his horse and furniture to provide necessaries for the 
expedition. Euclid affected incredulity, but the Lampsacenes having 
sent in their contribution, and some of the cattle being slain for a 
sacrifice, the prophet, who attended upon his friend, was convinced, 
as he pretended, by the symptoms of the victims, of the reality of his 
poverty, attributing it to his own imprudence, and to the wrath of 
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Jupiter iTeilichins, whose worship he had neglected. The next day 

Xajophon, arriving at Ophrynium, offered holocausts of swine, after 

the Athenian manner, to that deity, " and the same dot/" he tells us, 

k army received their pay from the Lacedaemonians, and he was 

taroelf gratified by their presenting him with the favourite horse 

which he had been obliged to sell at Lampsacus. It is deserving of 

lengrk, that although Xenopbon on many occasions evidently directed 

the responses of the soothsayers, and therefore could not be the dupe 

rf their craft, yet, in conformity with the opinion of Socrates, he 

thought it right to uphold the popular belief, as a salutary check Upon 

Ik licentiousness of the times ; and not only speaks of it with uniform 

respect, but relates all the circumstances relating to divination, with a 

feign to impress its veracity upon the minds of his readers. In the 

present case he proceeds to tell us, that he had no reason to complain 

of the god ; for that being hospitably received at Pergarous, by the 

wife of Gongylos, the Eretrian, that lady suggested to him a scheme 

of nocturnal plunder against the castle of a Persian nobleman, Asidates, 

whose wife, children, and property she proposed that he should seize. 

The diviners having declared that this project was favoured by heaven, 

Xenopbon adopted it without scruple ; and though he met with a 

deck on his first attempt, and hia friend Agasias was wounded, he 

Mceeded at length to the extent of his wishes, and became possessed, 

M be informs us, " of horses and carriages, and other things, so that xmaphoa 

■» could now afford to be generous." Soon after this adventure he Jjf™ "• 

joined the main army under Tbimbron, the Lacedaemonian general, TUmi™. 

nd followed him in the campaign against the Persian satrapies, till 

the period of his recall, 01. 95, 2. B.C. 398, when he was succeeded b. c. 398. 

hf Dereylbdas, under whom the Cyreian troops still continued in the 

pry of Lacedsanon, and became so incorporated with their other forces, 

thai the particular events relating to them and to Xenophon are 

absorbed in the general history of the Asiatic war, related by him (in 

the HtSenxs) with that peculiar and picturesque interest which can 

«ly he given to narrative, by an eye-witness and principal actor in the 

Kmes he describes. 

After more than two years spent in active, and generally in suc- 
cessrul enterprise and plunder, the army was put under the command 
tf Agesilaus, the friend, as he afterwards became, and companion of 
<nr historian, and to whom he is indebted for much of the honour 
with which his name has been banded down to posterity. On the 
wall of that illustrious prince, he still followed his fortunes, and ' 
faight by his side at the celebrated battle of Goronea, B.C. 394, after B>Cl 394 
which it is impossible to trace any further the distinct existence of the 
Cyreian army. Disbanded with the rest of the forces under Agesilaus, 



who composed it were reunited no more. Xenophon 

hid, in consequence of his engagements with LacecUemon, been sen- 
feued to death at Athens (about the time that a similar sentence was 



executed upon his master Socrates), at the suggestion of Eubulua, the 
very person who many years afterwards obtained a decree for his 
recall. Having, therefore, no home in his native country, he resolved 
to settle himself under the protection of Lacedaanon ; and to this end, 
quitting Agesilaus after the disbanding of the army, he repaired to 
Scillus, a town in the Eleian territory, which appears to have been 
assigned to him to be held under the crown of Lacedsemon, by a kind 
of feudal tenure, probably through the interest of his royal patron. 
He was accompanied in his retreat by his wife, and by his twin eons 
Gryllus and Diodorus ; but whether this lady was the mother of the 
young men is not recorded: from the manner in which she is men- 
tioned by his biographer, "a little female, by name Phileaia," it 
seems likely that she was their stepmother. 

It is probable that, in the course of bis Asiatic campaigns, Xeno- 
phon, though by nature expensive and generous, had amassed con- 
siderable wealth ; and it will be recollected that he was one of the 
generals who were intrusted with the tenth dedicated to Apollo and 
the Ephesian Diana, on the division of the spoil among the Cyreian 
Greeks at Cerasus ; a trust not only honourable, but the source also of 
an ample revenue. Xenophon remitted the portion designed for 
Apollo to the temple at Delphi; and, on his leaving Asia to return 
D«p«iuhk with Agesilaus into Greece, he deposited the other portion with 
™ ll J> l" <*• Megabyzus, the treasurer of the Ephesian temple, desiring that, if be 
EpbMua, should rail in the approaching contest with the Thebans, Megabyzus 
himself should perform the solemn act of dedication in such a manner 
as should be moat pleasing to the goddess; but that if be should sur- 
vive, the money should be returned to him ; for in the insecurity of 
all property in Greece, the safest depository for money and the 
precious metals was the treasury of a temple, where superstition 
generally effected what better principles failed to do elsewhere ; and 
hence the Grecian temples, especially that at Delphi, were generally 
used both aa public and private banks. 

When Xenophon was securely settled at Scillus, Megabyzus took 
the opportunity afforded by the Olympian games to restore the deposit 
to him, with which he purchased an estate for the goddess, and 
built upon it a temple and an altar ; reserving a tenth of the produce 
of the sacred land as the rent due to her as proprietor, and leaving 
the residue to be enjoyed by the occupier of the soil, on condition of 
discharging his duties aa manager of the festivals, and ^nardian of the 
temple; thus securing to himself and to his family a splendid demesne 
and handsome income, under the protection of reputed sanctity. 

The situation of the estate was dictated by the oracle of Apollo, at 
the suggestion, doubtless, of Xenophon himself, and appears to have 
been studiously selected with a view to make it a counterpart of the 
sacred territory of Ephesus. "The river 'Selenus," he informs us, 

■ This name is varionalj written. The form which coincides with JOjrn any 
Ittrhapi be thought the matt proper. 



* nms through the estate ; as a river, also the Selenus, runs by the 
temple of Diana at Ephesos ; and there are fish and shells in both. 
Around the temple is a grove of garden fruit-trees ; and the temple 
itself, to compare great things with small, is built on the plan of that 
it Ephesus ; and the image differs only in being of cypress instead of 

On a column in front of the temple was the following inscription : — 

THE SACKED DEMESNE OF DIANA. 
""boerer holds and enjoys tliia state roost reaene a t*nth of the yearly product 
fit- acred purposes, and oat of the remainder must furnish the temple. If any one. 
and neglect so to do, the goddess will take care to avenge benelf on him. 

The yearly festival was celebrated with an entertainment to all the 
inhabitants of the town and neighbourhood of both sexes. The guests 
being arranged in temporary arbours, pastry, bread, wine, 1 and dessert 
were set before them, as well as meat fed in the sacred pasture, and 
taken in the chase. For the neighbourhood of Scillus abounded with 
ptatr ; and the servants of Xenopbon, and of the other citizens, were 
employed in hunting for this occasion, such other persons as chose it 
joining in the sport, and catching wild boars, wood goats, and venison. 
And even the cattle and horses of the guest were fed in the groves and 
lulls belonging to the goddess. 

In this delightful retreat, under the protection of the temporal sove- i 
reignty of Lacedarnon, and the spiritual tutelage of Diana, Xenophon 
forgot the toils of wars, in a state of as much enjoyment as can fall to 
the lot of a man whose happiness roust depend upon sublunary circum- 
stances. He seems to have been precisely what we should now call a 
literary country gentleman, diversifying the more refined pleasures of 
his studious hours with the active amusements of the held ; breaking 
his dogs, training his horses, and attending to the breed of stock ; and 
so much interest did the philosopher, historian, and commander, take 
in these healthful pursuits, that they became the subject of more than 
one treatise from his immortal pen ; an example to scholars in all ages 
that they should not disdain to refresh their vigour and renew their 
animation, by allowing the faculties to recreate themselves freely 
country sports, and exercise themselves agreeably in country 



From the period of his settlement at Scillus till after the destruction 
of the Lacedaemonian sovereignty, by the event of the battle at 
Leuctra, Xenophon appears to have enjoyed uninterrupted quiet, and 
to have employed himself in composing those works which exalted 
him to be the rival of Plato in politics and biography, as well as of 
Thncydides in history. It is said that the emulation between the two 
disciples of Socrates occasioned a pitiable jealousy and alienation from 

1 Many edition! add i ( vi(«, which properly signifies small coins ; but, when ft 
In am i natomaiT with toe, great to throw aweatmeata among the people instead 
*f rilrer, to* name was probably extended to them also. Inadvertence to thle 
*•« to nsvr occaiioned some perplexity. 
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each other ; but Diogenes relates to the praise of Xenophon that he 
gave to the world the history of Thucydides in the name of the author, 
when he might easily have made it his own. The list of his othejr 
works, given us by the same biographer, proves that we have been 
singularly fortunate in their preservation : — " He wrote about forty- 
books, though others reckon diem differently. The Anabasis, in whicb 
he wrote prefaces to the several books, but none to the whole work i 

work> or the Cyroptedia: the Annals of Greece : the Memoirs (of Socrates) ; 

Xmophon. jh e Symposium, or Table-talk : the Economics : the Treatises on 
Horsemanship and Farriery, and on Field Sports : the Apology for 
Socrates : the Essay on Public Revenue : Hiero, or Monarchy : the 
Panegyric of Agesilaus; and two discourses on the Athenian and on 
the Lacedtemonian states, which Demetrius the Magnesian asserts not 
to have been composed by him." 

From this literary and rural enjoyment of peace and security, he 
was not to be tempted by the reversal of the decree against him, which 
passed on the change of Athenian politics some time after the battle of 
Leuctra. Athens was of all places the most dangerous for men in 
any way eminent, but especially for those who possessed property and 
talents ; and in the continual changes of system which characterise the 
republics of Greece, the fickleness of the despotic mob, who had 
banished and recalled him, might at any moment confiscate his pro- 
perty, and take away his life. When, therefore, the protection of 
Lacedsmon could no longer avail him, and the dissensions which 
agitated the surrounding states rendered even the sacred territory inse- 
cure, he sent his family to Lepreum, and is related to have gone in 
person to Elis, to plead with the Eleians (now once more masters of 
Scillus), for immunity, on account of his having accepted the fief from 
an hostile power. It appears that the prayer was readily granted, and 
that be returned in peace to the possession of his property; but 
whether the commotions of the times rendered a country residence 
less desirable, or the decline of life brought with it a disinclination for 
bodily exertion, he appears, in his latter years, to have lived prin- 
cipally at Corinth, and to have died there in a good old age ; but at 
what precise date has never been satisfactorily ascertained. 

His two sons, Gryllus and Diodorus, however (as soon as the 
alliance between Athens and Lacedaanon removed the dilemma in 
which they had hitherto been placed, between the native country of 
their hither and the state which had protected and enriched him), took 
the opportunity which offered itself of serving in the Athenian cavalry, 
and were both engaged in the battle of Mantinea. Diodorus came off 
safe, without having done anything to distinguish himself; but to 

Doth »f hif Gryllus, who fell on the field of battle, was attributed the first merit 

■on QtyUM. | n jjjg ac ti ori( j ne Mantineans giving him the preference above Cepbi- 
sodorus, the Athenian master of horse, and Podares, their own 
general. 

When the news reached Xenophon, he was in the act of offering a 



XENOFHON. 41 

festive sacrifice, and was, according to custom, crowned with a garland 
i dowers. Upon bearing that his son was slain, he observed, with 
Dm of Spartan nonchalance than of Athenian vivacity, " I knew 
tint he was bom mortal;" but in consideration of the mournful tidings, 
is laid aside his gay chaplet ; the messenger, however, proceeding to 
relate the circumstances of his glorious death, the military ardour of 
tie veteran prevailed over his family feelings ; he resumed the sacri- 
ficial costume, and completed the ceremony. The delight which he 
tit in the fame of his sod was heightened by the numerous testimonies 
of honour for his memory, which the poets and painters of the time 
"ere eager to present to the father ; and the evening of his life seems 
to have been as honoured and tranquil as his early years were distin- 
guished by harassing difficulties and tumultuous enterprise. 

His character is best painted in his life and writings. He was chunrttr or 
brave, generous, and affectionate; punctual and vigilant on duty ; Xn ™ pho °' 
agadous and enterprising in command ; prudent and eloquent in coun- 
cil; a sincere friend; a magnanimous adversary; a liberal, enlight- 
ened, and upright statesman. His excellence as an author is too well 
appreciated to be the subject of criticism. As an historian he has 
teea thought deficient in attention to chronology ; but his fairness and 
indoor are universally acknowledged; and his political wisdom and 
military science have assisted in forming the ablest negotiators and the 
mod skilful commanders of succeeding ages. His philosophy is that 
of Socrates, and approaches more nearly to the truth of Christian prin 
dples than that of any ancient writer, Plato alone excepted. The 
beauty of his style pervades all his works, and adorns every subject ol 
which he treated. 
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CHAPTER III. 
THE THIRTY TYRANTS. 

B.C. 401. 

B.C. 404. UPON the surrender of the Athenians to Lysander, the particulars of 
which we have already related, the democracy wag subverted, and 
the supreme power of the state, which had been before vested in the 
assembly of die people, was committed into the hands of thirty indi- 
viduals, elected by the Lacedemonians, to manage for the future the 
affairs of the republic In all other respects the laws of Athens were 
permitted to continue in force ; nor were the ancient magistrates 
changed ; but the holders of all the offices of the state, those by whom 
the laws were to be administered, and the will of the new master to 
be executed, were for the most part removed, and their places filled 
by persons who, from party connexions or other causes, were supposed 
to be favourable to the Lacedtemonian influence ; or, at least, who 
were known to have disliked that order of things which the Lacedae- 
monians had put down. Xenophon has given us the names of the 
"Thirty," as they were called, to whom the administration of the 
republic was committed, of whom only two appear to have been men 
of superior weight of character ; these were Critias and Theramenes. 
.-hincitr of Of the former of these little more is known than what is related of 
: "'""- him as president of the " Thirty," and prime instigator of all the acta 
and measures of that rash and desperate usurpation. Except in the 
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coane of this part of the Athenian history, we believe the name of 
Critias is only to be found in the account which has been left to us by 
Xenophon of the " Memorable Things of Socrates ;" and even there it 
m probable be would not have found a place, had it not been for the 
wfebrity which he obtained as having been placed by the Lacedas- 
morning at the head of their faction. It seems a charge had been 
made against Socrates of being a teacher of bad morality, from the 
arcomstance of Critias and Alcibiades having both of them been his 
pupils. These reproaches Xenophon retorts in an ingenious and 
pleasant manner ; and, in the course of his remarks, gives us to under- 
stand that Critias inherited one of the largest fortunes, and was of one 
of the most illustrious families in Athens (his paternal grandfather 
wis brother to the great lawgiver, Solon) ; but that for his arrogance, 
siid other unpopular qualities, he had been banished by the people. 
Mid had resided in Thessaly, where his associates were of very dif- 
ferent pursuits from those which Socrates would have approved. This 
injustice (as probably it was) had soured his temper, and strongly 
indisposed him to all popular forms of government ; and we may con- 
clude that the knowledge which the Lacedemonians had of his dispo- 
sBon in this respect, was that which recommended him to them as a 
lit person to be placed at the head of the oligarchy, which it was their 
osoal practice to establish in every city in which their influence or 
power prevailed.* 

Of Theiamenes something more is known. He was one of the law 
generals who commanded at the battle of Arginusse ; and more parti- 
cularly distinguished himself as leader in the prosecution of his col 
tsgues. His conduct on that occasion was marked with so much 
Tjojence and injustice, that even the death to which he afterwards 
npned himself, from the resistance which he made to the tyrannical 
Eieasmes of the " Thirty," cannot redeem his character from the blot 
which he then fixed upon it* The name of Theiamenes, also, is con- 
spicuous in the account which is given in the 8th book of Thucydides 
of the proceedings which led to the overthrow of the government of 
the " Foot Hundred.'' On that occasion, the historian tells us, that 
Tberamenes and his associates established a constitution, the form of 
which "was upon a better footing than any within his memory; 
a miud government being established, with the authority judiciously 
4 nded between the few and the many."* In this concise eulogy is 
contained the whole insight which Thucydides has afforded us of the 
coosutution which he so much approved, and for which bis fellow- 
ottzeng appear to have been entirely indebted to the wisdom and 
(oarage of Theramenes. It would therefore be in vain to conjecture 
* to its particular provisions; and almost equally difficult is it to 
collect from either of the features in his political conduct, which we 
W jnat been pointing out, what could possibly have been the 
1 Stuoph. Hem. lib. 1. c ad. a. 19. ■ Xeooph. Hell. lib. L vii. 

• Thncjd. lib. riii. KviU. 
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motives of the Laced sm onians for associating with Critias, in die 
government of Athens, a roan whose whole public life would appear 
to have been at least as strongly opposed to oligarchical tyranny as to 
democratical oppression. He had shown himself, indeed, an enemy 
to the licence of mere popular authority, in the government which he 
set up on the overthrow of the " Four Hundred ;" but his opposition 
to the last-mentioned usurpation was, at least, a clear proof that he 
was no friend to oligarchy ; and his behaviour on the disgraceful occa- 
sion of the horrible cruelty exercised towards six of the unfortunate 
commanders, who had gained the victory of Arginusse, was completely 
in the spirit of a true Athenian demagogue. Moreover, though of 
illustrious descent, yet Agnon, his father, the founder of Amphipolis, 
had been a man high in favour with the people ; so that his party con- 
nexions were certainly such as would have led him to associate himself 
with those who were adverse to the principles of Lacedaemonian inter- 
ference. But upon this, as on a great many other occasions, our 
ignorance of everything that happened at Sparta, further than is to 
be collected from the naked statement of the acts by which her 
conduct to foreign states was marked, forms a perpetual occasion of 
perplexity in any attempt to unravel the principles of her policy ; and 
in the present instance no account can be given of the circumstance 
which recommended the several individuals whom she selected to form 
the council of the Thirty. The only authority for the facts connected 
with this particular point of history is Xenophon, who simply records 
the names of the Thirty, without alluding in any way to any dis- 
cussion, by which the choice of these may be supposed to have been 
preceded. 

As soon as the long walls and those of the Pineus were demolished, 
' as had been stipulated by treaty, the Lacedtemonians quitted the terri- 
tory of Athens, and left the administration of affairs in the hands of 
the party whom they had vested with the supreme authority. It was 
not customary in the policy either of Athens or Sparta to place garri- 
sons in those towns which thev wished to retain in subjection ; bnt 
availing themselves of the factions into which every state in Greece 
was divided, it was found that the safest as well as the cheapest mode 
of securing their respective interests, was merely to take the arms out 
of the hands of one party and to place them in those of their opponents. 
An oligarchical form of government was so strongly in contrast with 
the institutions and habits of the Athenians, that the Lacedaemonians 
were well aware that those who composed it would necessarily be 
compelled to depend upon their support for the maintenance of their 
authority. This was so strikingly the fact in the present instance, 
that the Spartan king bad hardly returned to Peloponnesus when am- 
bassadors were despatched from Athens to Sparta, demanding the 
assistance of a Lacedemonian garrison, which was sent accordingly, 
under the command of Callibius. So violent were the proceedings, 
so utterly irreconcileahle with all justice and equity were the measures 
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irhich the " Thirty " appear to have resolved upon for the consolidation 
I nd extension of their authority, that they seemed to doubt the power, 
v at least the willingness, even of their own party to co-operate with 
tiwn in many of their acts ; but encouraged by the strength which a 
fcragn garrison threw into their bands, they laid aside all their fears, 
■d openly avowed the principles on which they intended to carry on 
loe government Paying all possible court to Callibius, in order that 
ais report at Sparta might be favourable, and implicating him in their 
noleoce, by inducing him to execute their orders, they seemed to con- 
sder themselves as placed as much above the precautions of common 
prudence, as of all considerations of common shame and decency. 

The " Thirty," it would seem, had been originally appointed, not Tynnny of 
* forming a definitive part of the government, but rather as a council <lle *■"*'■ 
»ho were to act as commissioners for the establishment of a constitu- 
tion, founded upon such principles as the Lacedemonians should 
approve. Their first step, accordingly, was to publish a catalogue of 
three thousand citizens, selected by themselves, who were to partake 
of the sovereign power, 1 and to be competent to the magistrature. By 
this decree, all other Athenians were at once reduced to the condition 
of subjects, nominally of the " three thousand,'' but virtually of the 
"Thirty." The next step was to proclaim a review of the citizens, 
'ho were directed to assemble in arms, the " three thousand " in the 
faun, but all the rest at a distant place, which was named. As these 
Int marched to the place of review, from the different quarters of the 
otr, the avenues were occupied by the Lacedemonian troops, and 
other confidential adherents of the " Thirty ;" the arms of those not in 
fne catalogue were then taken from them as they passed, and placed 
wfety in tie citadel, under the custody of the garrison. 

All effectual opposition being in this manner precluded, the 
" Thirty " now threw off the mask at once. Xenophoa tells us that 
hitherto they bad apprehended and subjected to death only such 
ts daring the democracy had subsisted by the trade of informers, and 
W been a nuisance to honest men ; but from this period no man's 
l& or property was safe, whose name did not happen to be found in 
the list of the privileged citizens whom the present rulers had selected ; 
**! all who, it was supposed, would never be brought quietly to 
•tquiesce in their violent proceedings, or who had influence enough, 
had they so wished, to raise a party against them, were at once appre- 
Wled and put to death. 

Critias and Theiamenes had at first acted with great friendship and Opposition i 
raanimity ; but their union soon began to be interrupted, and shortly •"■■"• 
proceeded to open contention. Theramenes had, in the first instance, 
protested against the nomination of the " three thousand." " It was 
■> absurdity," be said, " for men, who at first proposed to form a 
government in which toe power should be vested only in the hands of 
■be beat and wisest men of the community, to draw up a list con. 

1 /uftfrrrmt rit •rf*y/Mtra. 
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sisting of three thousand, as if that number necessarily implied that 
all of them were men of worth and honour ; and that whoever did 
not belong to it was necessarily unworthy to have any share of power. 
But I plainly see," he added, "that you are intent upon reconciling 
two schemes of government, which will be found upon trial to be 
utterly inconsistent with each other; a government to be supported 
by violence, the agents of which are nevertheless to be much less 
considerable in point of power than those who are to be governed." ■ 
The effect of these expostulations, however, on the pert of Thera- 
menes, was not only to convince Oritias of the danger with which the 
line of policy which he was determined to pursue was necessarily sur- 
rounded, but to induce him in consequence to resort to measures 
more and more violent, for securing himself against the machinations 
of the disaffected. It would, indeed, be difficult to believe even the 
express testimony of Xenophon to the desperate shamelessness in 
crime to which Critias and his colleagues now proceeded, were it 
not that hia account is corroborated by two other contemporary 
writers. 

In reading the history of Greece, it is often difficult to decide which 
form of republican government is most tin suited to the growth of civil 
liberty. No sooner is our strong disapprobation of the democratica! 
form excited, by some act of injustice on the part of the Athenian 
mob, than we find ourselves stopped in our inclination to prefer the 
government of the few, by some equal atrocity exercised either by the 
Lacedemonians against their dependents, or by those rulers whom the 
Lacedaemonians had set up, against their fellow-citizens. The only 
firm conclusion is, that all governments, be they of what nature they 
may, whether monarchical, democratical, or oligarchical, that are 
founded upon usurpation, are necessarily prone to violence and 
oppression. In such governments the supreme power is always in 
the hands of a faction, who are compelled to seek their safety in 
keeping down their opponents. Equal justice is here impossible, 
because the duty of self-preservation supersedes all other claims. 
Every act of violence creates the necessity for some further act, in 
order to obviate the discontent which the first had produced; this 
again, entails the necessity of a third; and thus cruelty and oppression 
go on, in an infinite series, until the force of compression is met by an 
equal force ; and matters are righted by one of those political explo- 
sions which are attended with more or less ruin to individuals, accord- 
ing as the character of those by whom the resistance is conducted, are 
men of violence, or of virtue and moderation. Such was the progress 
of affiurs at Athens, under the " Thirty." They proceeded in their 
course of violence, until human nature could no longer endure the 
weight of their oppression ; and until the Lacedaemonians were ashamed 
to stand forward in their defence ; and then by the firmness and virtue 
of an individual, things were restored to their old foundation, and the 
' Xcaopb. Wan. lib. ii. c iii. 
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^itunate government of her citizens re-established without a single 
« laving been committed that could stain their triumph. 

The first act to which tbe " Thirty" proceeded, was dictated to «(.mw 
ten by tbe necessity of providing funds for the pay of their Lacedfe- {jJ™Mn!y! 
aonian guards ; for this purpose they made a decree, " that each 
pawn of the Thirty might apprehend one of the sojourners residing in 
ibe city, might put him to death and appropriate his wealth."' This 
is briefly stated by Xenophon, as one of their measures * and the bare- 
bced iniquity of it is so great, that we might be tempted to doubt, 
*i*ther there was not some error in the statement, if the authority of 
if historian were not borne cat by that of Lysias, who was himself 
i Hetic, or sojourner at Athens, and who, in one of his orations, has 
elated the circumstances attending what happened to himself on the 

Tbe father of Lysias, we are told by the orator, in his speech t-y.m. 
against Eratosthenes, was a Syracusan, who had been driven from his 
ramtry by the violence of party ; and had, in consequence, migrated 
to Athens. Being possessed of a large fortune, he had enjoyed the 
friendship of Pericles and Socrates, and it has been supposed, that his 
brae in the Finens is the scene of some of Plato's dialogues. Lysias nwory m<i 
himself had gone when a boy to Italy, with the historian Herodotus, at ^1)^'™ 
the time when Thorium was settled under the patronage of Pericles, 
upon the ruins of Sybaris. He had lived at Thorium for thirty years, 
until it became a place in which a person who was not content to live 
Oder the Lacedaemonian protection, could no longer remain in safety. 
Accordingly Lysias collected his fortune together and returned to 
Athens, where, in partnership with his brother Poleiuarchus, he esta- 
blished a manufactory of shields, in which, the orator tells us, he em- 
ployed at one time no less than a hundred slaves. 

He was, as he relates, entertaining some strangers at supper, when 
wne of the Thirty entered, commanded the guests to withdraw and 
himself to remain a prisoner. Committing him then to the care of 
Pitou, one of their number, they proceeded to take an inventory of his 
■Sects, of which his slaves composed a principal part. He, in the 
wan while, fearing for his life, began to tamper with his keeper, and 
bad agreed to pay a talent for his promise of safety ; when having to 
open a chest in which he kept his money, in order to pay the price 
'iown, the whole contents to the amount of three talents in silver, with 
cysnenes and dories, the gold coin current in Greece, in all about 
1,2001. was immediately seized; and he himself with great difficulty 
reaped with his life to Megara; in this respect being more fortunate 
Mi hi (brother Polemarchus, who was executed by order of the Thirty, 
by being made, after the Athenian manner, to drink a draught of 
hemlock. Melobius, one of the Thirty, tore from his wife the gold 
ear-rings which she wore ; and other acts of violence are mentioned 
*T Lysias, which even making all allowances for oratorical exaggera- 
> Xenoph. Bell. lib. ii. 3. 
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tion, ore sufficient to explain why Theramenes, according to Xenophon, 
shuuld have made the conduct of the Thirty to the Metics, a ground 
of particular opposition to their measures. 

We team, however, from a speech which Xenophon puts into the 
month of Theramenea in the senate, that it was Dot the Metics only 
who were exposed to the oppression of the Thirty. Niceratas, the 
sod of Nicias, a man of large fortune and always opposed to detno- 
craticai violence, Antiphon, and Leon of Salamis, all three of diem men, 
whose blameless and public-spirited lives had, in a particular maimer, 
recommended them to the esteem of their fellow-citizens, were also 
tyrannically put to death. And in the Memorabilia, 1 Xenophon has 
given us a curious account of what passed at an examination of 
Socrates before the Thirty, in consequence of a saying of his which 
was noised abroad, comparing the tyrants to keepers of cattle, who, 
instead of preserving the herd entire, took every pains to diminish its 
number, by putting the animals under their care to death Being 
sucnua ind called before them, and having heard the charge, and the prohibition 
Ti'iwui" 1 which bad been issued, in consequence, forbidding him to teach the 
art of reasoning, and to discourse, as had been his custom, with the 
young men of Athens, Socrates begged to know whether he might ask 
some questions in order to be sure that he understood the sense of 
this prohibition. Being answered in the affirmative. " I declare 
myself," he went on, " always ready to obey the laws. But lest I 
should transgress through ignorance, I would expressly know from 
you, whether you forbid me to teach the art of reasoning, because you 
judge it to consist in saying what is right, or what is wrong. For if 
it consists in saying what is right, then you clearly forbid me from 
saying what is right ; but if it consists in saying what is wrong, then, 
undoubtedly, I ought always to endeavour to say what is right." 
Upon this Charicles, one of the Thirty, began to be angry, and told 
him " that the prohibition was so worded, as to make it impossible 
that he should mistake its meaning, for it forbade him to hold any 
discourse at all with the young men at Athens." — " But," said So- 
crates, " in order to prevent the possibility of my falling into any 
snare, who am I to understand by young men ? to what age do you 
deem men young?" — " Till the age prescribed for entrance into the 
senate," said Charicles ; " hold no discourse with persons under thirty 
years of age." — " Suppose," replied Socrates, " I want something of 
a tradesman who is under thirty, must I not ask him the price of 
what I want?" — "Ay, ay, certainly you may," said Charicles; 
" but it is your way, Socrates, to ask questions about points respect- 
ing which you do not wish to be informed. You are to ask no such 
questions as those." — " Suppose, then, a person should ask me where 
Charicles lives, or where Critias may be found, am I forbidden to 
give him any answer?" Here Critias interposed. " You are to hold 
no discourse about shoemakers, carpenters, and braziers, for they have 
'Lib. i. 
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ten already sufficiently vexed by your perpetually making them the 
abject of your comparisona." — " Am I," said Socrates, " to abstain 
ito from talking about the conclusions that follow from my com- 
onions, respecting justice, and piety, and things that are right and 
proper?* — " Tea, by Zens, you must," said Charicles, "and also 
about your keepers of cattle, mark me : or beware that you do not 
become one of those cattle, who you say are put to death." We 
bare selected this anecdote from another work of Xenophou, because 
it illustrates the spirit of a wicked government, even more strongly 
tan an occasional act of arbitrary power might do. What must that 
government have been, in which discussions about morals were thought 
nconsistent with the safety of its rulers ! 

Hiring thus either imposed silence, or banished, or put to death c™pi™ 
every one whose virtue or wisdom, it was thought, must reprobate, "™" f! 
or whose riches would supply the coffers of this iniquitous council, 
the next step of Critias and his followers was to get rid of a man 
whoie power and influence they dreaded even more than hia known 
comigp and ability ; this was Theramenes. He had constantly op- 
posed the measures of Critias ; he had on every occasion pointed out the 
oanger and folly, as well as the iniquity, of the line of policy which 
ifeey were pursuing, and, to the utmost of his power, had thwarted 
aW designs ; he was, however, too powerful, and retained too many 
■dherents, even among the party of the Thirty, to be destroyed by the 
anoe summary process, that bad been resorted to on the occasion of 
tae other individuals whom we have mentioned. It was resolved, 
therefore, to proceed, in bis case, with more deliberation and precau- 
tion. A council having been called, Critias surrounded the place of 
aaaembly with a body of men, provided with concealed arms. He 
then rose in his place, and in a set speech accused Theramenes of 
treason. He stated no facts, however, but arguing merely as an 
iianmiji with his accomplices, proposed mat the accused should be 
|»t to death, on the ground, not of any alleged criminality, but solely 
of convenience to the party by whom he was to I* judged. 

Theramenes, who, from long practice in a public assembly, was 
•Bung the most eloquent men of his time, knew too well the 
Semper of the tribunal before whom he was to speak, to think of 
attending himself on the score of law or justice ; he took the tone of 
tut defence from that of his accuser, and pointed out to the Thirty the 
dangerous path in which they were treading ; he showed them how 
nnch more prudent had been the measures which he had recom- 
mended, and demonstrated, not the wickedness, but the folly of 
Critas. Such was the effect which his speech produced, that he had 
■heady disposed a majority of the council in his favour, when Critias, 
"ho perceived that the critical moment was arrived when either he or 
Thaamenea most be destroyed, left the room, and in a few minutes 
returned with bis armed attendants. He then addressed the council 
U follows ; — ■* I reckon it the duty of a good magistrate, not to stand 
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by while gross impositions are practising upon his friends : be it my 
care, on the present occasion, to discharge that duly. There is none 
here bat is ready to admit, that no man should be allowed to escape 
with impunity who is an enemy to the oligarchy. It is, indeed, en- 
acted by the new body of laws, that no person whose name is on the 
list of the three thousand shall be put to death, except by the vote of 
the senate ; but that the council of Thirty may put to death any who 
are not on that list. I therefore, with your entire approbation, strike 
the name of this Theramenes here, out of that list ; and we," added 
he, " order him to be put to death." 
D«thot When Theramenes, who perceived what was about to happen, 

Tb *™ m ™""' heard these last words, he immediately leaped upon the altar, and 
keeping hold of it, told the council, " He was well aware that the 
sanctuary of the altar would avail him nothing in the present emer- 
gency, but he was glad to have an opportunity of convincing all men, 
that Critias and his adherents, were not only unjust towards their 
fellow-creatures, but sacrilegious towards the gods." He then asked 
those present, if they " were prepared to allow to Critias a right which 
might iu the next moment be exercised towards themselves ?" but he 
was interrupted by the crier belonging to the Thirty, who ordered the 
Eleven, as the public executioners were called, to go and seize The- 
ramenes ; and Critias directed them to carry him away to the proper 
place, and perform their duty. As soon as Critias had spoken, the 
eleven proceeded to drag Theramenes from the altar : the senate, in 
the mean while, making no opposition; surrounded as they were by 
the creatures of Critias, with the area before the senate-house filled 
with foreign guards, and knowing also that many of those within bad 
daggers concealed under their clothes, they justly considered that re- 
sistance would be useless to the victim, and probably fatal to them- 
selves. Theramenes was hurried away across the forum, loudly re- 
monstrating against his fate. He was told to be silent or his cries 
should be turned into groans. 1 " And shall I not groan,'' he replied, 
" if I am silent?" The same spirit he preserved at his execution ; 
when be drank off the poison, he threw the little that remained at the 
bottom of the cup upon the ground, tinkling the vessel at the same 
time (according to the custom of the Greeks at banquets), and saying, 
*■ This libation to the noble Critias." "I am not ignorant," says 
Xenophon, who relates these anecdotes, that '' such sayings as these 
are of no importance in themselves; but this I think admirable in title 
man, thut in the very instant when death was immediately at hand, 
neither his playfulness nor his high-mindedness forsook him ," 

Such was the end of Theramenes, It now only remains for us to 
relate the fate which awaited Critias ; and this will lead us to the 

1 "On ii/w{u», u it* rmrinm. 
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detail of circumstances, and the contemplation of a character, upon 
which it will be much more pleasant, to dwell, than upon any which 
bare been furnished by the particulars which we have hitherto been 



those whom the tyranny of the Thirty had driven into Ttmntuini 
exile, was Thrasybulua, son of Lycus, whose name we have already p£j&? 
had occasion to mention with honour, as one of the ablest and most 
successful of the Athenian commanders daring the latter years of the 
PeJopounesian war. He had taken up his residence in Bceotia, and 
wis waiting for some opportunity favourable to his views of assailing 
nw tymnta from without, when the news of the death of Thenuoenes, 
rod of the jealousies and discontent which so violent a measure seemed 
calculated to create, at once decided him to put the plan which he had 
formed into execution. It was now toward mid-winter ; and scarcely 
bx mouths had elapsed since the establishment of the Thirty, when, 
attended only by about seventy heavy armed, he entered Attica, and 
sfiwd Phyle, a fortress near the Boeotian border. 

An enterprise which was undertaken with such feeble means, gave 
at first bat little alarm to the Thirty. They concluded that plunder 
was the only object of it : to prevent this, they marched immediately 
against the place, and attempting to take it by assault, they were 
beaten bock, and driven to die necessity of commencing a circum- 
wllation- As the weather was fine, and the town only at the distance 
of twelve miles from Athens, they had come without tents and camp 
equipage ; but the same night a heavy fall of snow so distressed them, 
that the following morning they hastily withdrew, and, with so little 
conduct, that a great part of their baggage was taken by the pursuers. 

This success increased the forces of Thrasybulus, but did not iramc- Soma or 
(lately open the eyes of the Thirty to his ulterior object Supposing Th ™T'»iiu. 
still, that depredation was the end which he had in view, they sent 
the greater part of the Lacedemonian troops with a body of their own 
horse, bo keep the invaders in check ; but Thrasybulus, whose soldiers 
dow amounted to seven hundred, heavy-armed, surprised the camp of 
the Thirty at day-break, killed a hundred and twenty of their best 
troops, and put the rest to flight. In a few days the forces of the 
Athenian commander were increased to a thousand heavy-armed ; 
and with these be boldly resolved at once to march to the town of the 
Pmma, which being dismantled, he entered without resistance ; and 
by this step at once proclaimed, that his intentions extended to the 
liberation of his country from the tyranny by which it was oppressed. 
The Thirty led their whole force to the attack, before his numbers 
should be increased. Finding the extent of the Piranis was too large 
for his scanty numbers to occupy, Thrasybulus moved to the adjoining 
suburb of Mnnychia, which afforded more advantageous ground for 
defence. The Thirty did not delay the assault: it was now evident 
to Critias that nothing but victory could uphold the desperate cause to 
which be was pledged ; unless he could secure this, death in the field 
e2 
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neuhor was the happiest alternative which was left him; and this he was 
Crl1 *** fortunate enough to obtain. Hippomachus, another of the Thirty, 
was also killed. Hardly more than seventy of their followers had 
fallen when the remainder took to flight, leaving the victory in the 
bands of Thrasybulus, who was careful to seize the opportunity of 
recommending his cause to (he favourable construction of his fellow- 
citizens, by abstaining from spoiling the dead. 

When the pursuit had ceased, a truce for the burial of the slain was 
in the usual form solicited by the defeated, and granted by the con- 
queror. This afforded the followers of Thrasybulus an opportunity 
of communicating with those within the town; and so strongly did 
the tide torn against the Thirty, even among the majority of their late 
adherents, that the next day they were deposed by general consent, 
and a council of ten appointed in their room, one from every ward, for 
the express purpose of negotiating an accommodation with those in 
the Pineus. No resistance was attempted by the fallen tyrants, nor 
was any violence used against them. Two of their number were 
elected of the ten ; the others, who had probably shared too deeply in 
the wickedness of the late proceedings, and were therefore hopeless of 
being forgiven, left the city, and retired to Eleusis (a town which the 
Thirty had taken the precaution to garrison), waiting the result of an 
embassy which they had despatched to Sparta, soliciting assistance, 
and representing the danger to which the Lacedaemonian interest in 
Athens was exposed. Instead, however, of fulfilling the duty for 
which they had been elected, that of negotiating a peace with Thra- 
sybulus, the ten came to the resolution of maintaining the oligarchy ; 
and of resisting bis design of restoring the ancient order of things with 
every means in their power. With this view they determined to 
remain upon the defensive, until troops could be brought from the 
Peloponnesus to their support. 
Tii™vi>oi"» Meanwhile, crowds of citizens, and other inhabitants of Attica, of 
{'^, ' all denominations, gathered themselves round the standard which be 
numhn. had raised. Providing themselves with such arms as circumstances 
permitted, they soon formed a force which, though not sufficiently 
strong to attack the city, was yet able to obtain complete command of 
the open country. 

Thrasybulus had so well chosen his season for enterprise, and had 
conducted it with so much celerity, that his object of assembling an 
army at the gates of Athens was accomplished, almost before the 
Thirty had even been able to interpret his plan. But what be trusted 
to, perhaps more than to the season of the year, or even to the surprise 
into which the Thirty were thrown, was bis knowledge of the stats; 
of parties in Laeedfemon. The great stay upon which the bones of 
the tyrants rested, was the influence of Lysander, who, it might 
naturally be supposed, would be anxious to maintain at Athens the 
order of things of which he himself may be considered as the author. 
But, on the other hand, Lysander himself was, to those who were in 
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[lower at Sparta, an object of great personal jealousy ; and as the 
principal ground of what they considered his undue influence among 
Bis fellow -citizens, was founded upon the subjection to which be had 
reduced the inveterate enemy of their country, those who were at the 
tad of the party opposed to him in affairs, were not sorry of an 
opportunity for counteracting bis views, by endeavouring to take the 
supreme power at Athens out of the hands in which he had placed it, 
md to transfer it to a party, who would owe their authority to them. 

An army was sent, however, to Attica, for the purpose of re- Puh 
(being Thraaybulus ; but the command of it was given to Pausanias, ££4' 
the avowed rival, or rather enemy of Lysander; and the eagerness »"»t 
with which the former availed himself of every circumstance that, 
might appear to justify him, in entering into a treaty, clearly indicated 
the disposition of his politics. This disposition was carefully culti- 
ttted by Thraaybulus, whose moderation and equitable views, when 
contrasted with the violent and iniquitous proceedings of those whose 
power Pausanias was commissioned to uphold, were in themselves 
well calculated to make favourable impressions. Pausanias was, 
moreover, connected by ties of hospitality with the family of Nicias, 
of which the head, as we have seen, had perished under the Thirty. 
IV Spartan king, having communicated with the survivors of that 
amily, directed them to come to him, numerously attended, in order 
to give weight to a declaration of their wish, for an accommodation 
with their fellow-citizens in the Pira=us. At the some time he invited 
Thraaybulus to send commissioners to treat with htm ; and named the 
terms which it would be expedient that they should propose. He 
was readily obeyed by both ; and with the concurrent authority of 
the two E priori, who had been appointed to accompany him as his 
council, he granted passports to the commissioners from the Pineus, 
sad to Cephisophoii and Melitas, as representatives of the moderate 
party at Athens, to proceed to Lacetkemon. 

The party in Athens, who had succeeded to the Thirty, were 
naturally alarmed at these proceedings; and accordingly they de- 
spatched a deputation to Sparta, complaining of the measures which 
Pansanias was pursuing; declaring, " that they for their part were 
willing to surrender their walls and their persons into the hands of the 
Lacedaemonians ; and that, therefore, they in the Pineus, if they pre- 
tended to be also the friends of that people, should likewise surrender 
oho their hands the Pineus and Munychia." Having heard all that 
the respective envoys had to say, the Ephori and council of state, 
determined to send fifteen persons to Athens, with instructions to 
complete the reconciliation of all parties in the state, upon the most 
honourable and equitable terms in their power. These instructions 
were ntithfully and liberally complied with. With the exception of 
the Thirty, and of some other individuals who had taken a particular 
active part in their oppressive proceedings, for whom an asylum was 
provided at Elensis, the citizens of all parties and denominations 
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were restored to their respective rights ; with no other condition an- 
nexed, than an oath to dwell in peace, and to be true to an universal 
amnesty. 

All points being now adjusted, Pansanias returned to Peloponnesus, 
' and disbanded his army. His retreat was the signal for Thraaybulus 
and his followers to march to Athens, which they entered in pro- 
cession, and with all the solemnity of a triumph. Having entered the 
city, they first directed their steps to the citadel, in which the; offered 
a sacrifice to Minerva. A general assembly was there held, and by 
the advice of Thrasybnlos, the complete restoration of the republic, to 
the forms in which the constitution was administered before the esta- 
blishment of the Thirty was unanimously decreed. All the magis- 
tracies were filled up ; and from this period the government resumed 
its ancient course, and Athens herself quickly fell into her old con- 
nections and system of policy. But the conduct of the Athenians 
upon the re-establishment of the state, does not fall properly under 
our present subject She never after was able to recover that pre- 
ponderating influence among the democratical states, from which she 
fell at the conclusion of the Peloponnesian war ; and had Lacedfenioa 
preserved towards her other dependents the same generous line of 
conduct which she adopted towards Athens in the case of the late 
sedition, it is probable that she would have preserved her influence 
not only there, but in every part of Greece. But moderation in pro- 
sperity was a quality unknown to Grecian republics. Every party in 
the state had too many private quarrels to prosecute, too many private 
injuries to redress, upon every change of administration, to leave room 
for justice or generosity to have their course ; and Lacedaemon, as we 
shall soon have occasion to point out, is just as much exposed to 
censure for the means which she took in order to secure and extend 
her influence, as the Athenian democracy bad been before her. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

SOCRATES. 
B. C. 469 TO 399. 
Is the annals of the Greek philosophy we can contemplate no system Polity*! 
more instructive, and none more thoroughly practical, than that ofS ffijgJS .'* 
Socrates; it animated equally the profound contemplations of Plato phiienph?. 
and the resolute enterprise of Xenophon; it embodied the principles 
of morality and the constitution of a sound policy, A period of 
nrenty years, passed amidst the factions and political oppressions of 
his native city, had not robbed Socrates of the earnest desire of being 
the true benefactor of his species. Socrates belonged to the deme 
AJopece, in the immediate vicinity of Athens. His father, Sophro- pvenugtar 
niscos, was a sculptor; and, in pursuit of the same profession, the 5 *"™""- 
ho seems to have acquired a fair proficiency, producing, amongst 
various works, a group of the Graces, which was exhibited as his 
genuine work in the time of Pausanias. His mother, Phanarete, was 
a midwife, and his maternal brother was named Patrocles. Three ni> A>miiv. 
sods were the result of his union with Xantippe, whose violent 
temper, while passing almost into a proverb, bore witness to the 
exemplary patience of Socrates. The position of the great philoso- 
pher's family was humble, though of pure Attic descent, since it 
belonged to the gens Dajdalida?, and derived its name from the 
renowned mythologic artificer Da-dalus. 
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On die decease of Socrates' father, he was left with nothing bat 
the scanty inheritance of eighty minir, of which be was basely 
deprived by the dishonesty of a relative, to whom it was left in 
trust by Sophroniscus. Thus driven to support himself by active 
exertion, he continued the profession of his father, devoting all his 
leisure hours to the study of philosophy. Prodicus, the sophist, was 
his preceptor in eloquence, Damo in music, Theodoras in geometry, 
and Eveiins in poetry; whilst Anaxagoras and Archelaus had the 
distinguished honour of laying the foundation of that solid virtue 
which was so deeply venerated in Socrates. His thirst for knowledge 
was universal, and with this object he visited every individual of 
interest in the city, male or female. His interview and conversation 
with Theodote, recorded by Xenophon, and his personal friendship 
with the beautiful and accomplished Aspasia, are well known. 
1 The personal characteristics of Socrates were unusually marked. 
To physical powers of high endurance, and a most vigorous constitution, 
were joined a mien and gait essen- 
tially comic, still farther heightened 
liy features conveying the idea of a 
highly -laughable mask. These pecu- 
liarities, together with the fits of 
abstraction which involved him in 
ludicrous mistakes, marked him oat 
as a favourite object of satire. Hie 
energetic vigour as a hoplite, while 
on military service, was remarkable. 
Indifferent to the change of the seasons, 
and clad in the same scanty clothing 
throughout the year, he went bare- 
'"'j' foot even in the winter campaign in 

Thrace, while his diet was l>oth simple and abstemious. From 
, gymnastic training, as it required ample supplies of food, he entirely 
abstained, since he was resolute in limiting to the narrowest bounds 
every requirement of nature. His object was self-control and self- 
sufficiency ; and this mastery, aided by native independence of cha- 
racter, he fully obtained. As a soldier, he served with distinguished 
renown at Amphipolis and l'otideca, on two several occasions saving 
the lives of Xenophon and Alcibiades; whilst in the only political 
office which he filled, that of president of the Prytaneia, b. c. 406, he 
evinced his high moral courage in refusing to put to the vote the uncon- 
stitutional proposition of Callixenus against the victorious generals of 
Arginuss?. 

We have not the means of ascertaining the exact time when 
Socrates resigned his profession as statuary; though, undoubtedly, the 
middle und latter parts of his life were wholly devoted to the sacred 
duty of a moral teacher. 

In this zealous occupation his practice was to frequent the gymnasia, 
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i lie public walks, and the schools ; whilst at its most crowded hours s«i*iic 
be was to be seen in the market-place, visiting the booths and tables ; Jj|3££ 
ad in this public position his time was entirely spent. Every indi- 

i riJot) seemed entitled to the vast fund of wisdom accumulated by 
■be great Athenian philosopher; characters the most various and 

| opposite were benefited by the universality of his doctrines, for they 
rested upon a basis so broad as to comprehend all the relations 
of aoman existence. The sophist, the politician, the warrior, the 
■nuan, were the indiscriminate objects of his address, which took 
te rise immediately from that source with which each was best 
wjnainted. Those singular and instructive discourses ere long at- DUdpi™ at 
Meted around Socrates a body of enlightened hearers, who were *•*""**■ 
i° the habit of attending him in public as companions, though in this 
■^■tkoship the strict appellation of master and pupil never received 
he sanction; whilst, towards the close of his career, as the tame of 
Socrates continued to increase, not only Athena, but Thebes, Megara, 
Oil, and even Cyrene, sent forth eager aspirants for the honour of 
™ instruction. We have already seen the distinctive mode of the 
Soerauc instruction, which diflered widely from the formal discourses 
of the philosopher, who received special pupils at bis own residence or 
gtraen. 

Here the individuality of Socrates was most marked, while his individuality 
■saws, accessible to all, embraced a far wider intellectual circle. °' SocriTe -' 
While, however, such publicity and freedom of instruction gained 
considerable popularity, his sincerity and boldness provoked personal 
enmity of a powerful character ; at the same time, the more salient 
points of his physical and intellectual character proved an irresistible 
lanptabou to the satirical genius of his countrymen. Hence his Cui«tun or 
•decaon by Aristophanes, the great Attic comedian, as an effective Artowptaiu. 
caricature of the philosophical and rhetorical teacher. At the insti- 
gation of Melitus, who afterwards became the prosecutor of Socrates, 
Aristophanes introduced the philosopher in the comedy of " The 
Clouds," holding him up to the ridicule of the Athenians. Socrates 
»Mom visited the theatre, except on the performance of the tragedies 
■ Euripides. On one occasion, however, he was present at the snmiei 
^presentation of " The Clouds," when the house was crowded with {hTpuIy at 
feigners, who had come to Athens on the celebration of a festival in jj™jj_ 
loaonr of Dionysus. On the appearance on the stage of the repre- 
Kntaove of Socrates, a whisper passed around amongst the strangers, 
nqtriring who was the original of the satire. At this time, Socrates 
*H seated in one of the most conspicuous parts of the theatre, and 
lanirking the curiosity of the audience, with great composure he rose M«g™i- 
■P, and remained standing during the rest of the representation. s^it«. 
'surprised at such magnanimity, one of the spectators inquired if 
he did not feel hurt at this public derision. " By no means, ' replied 
- ■- " l am merely a host, providing a large company with 
' " In the following year, Aristophanes brought forward 
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the corned v with several alterations and additions, bat the piece 
met with so much discouragement that he was compelled to dis- 
continue it. 
Anwtioa It was not till several years afterwards that a serious attempt was 
ofAnytn.. made to destroy the reputation and life of the great philosopher ; and, in 
the latter object, the envious Anytus was but too successful. It will be 
important to notice the time when this accusation was brought forward. 
Athens had not long since passed through the jierilous ordeal of 
the thirty tyrants, and the recent restoration to liberty had made tbe 
Athenians unusually severe in avenging all departure from ancient 
religious ideas and old political maxims, while specious reasons 
existed, as will shortly be shown, for connecting Socrates with the 
span*! tyranny of the Thirty. His principal accuser, Anytus, was a tanner, 
•ith 'thg wno had gained much wealth by bis trade, and was a roan of such 
ifTTh! Df P°' itical i n » Qenc e as to have been exiled by the Thirty, in the same 
'" decree which drove into banishment Thrasybulus and Alcibiadee. 
This man, with Melitus, the tragic poet, and Lycon, the rhetor, 
formed a powerful nucleus for the concentrated enmity of baffled 
pride; for these individuals were urged on by personal resentment, 
Haiitu, being convicted by tbe great Athenian philosopher of that empty con- 
■wf Lyim, ceit of knowledge which it was ever his object to expose and rectify. 
■mlinrt* Anytus, in particular, entertained especial grounds of enmity against 
socnm. Socrates, in whose discourses the sou of Anyttis took great interest. 
The Athenian philosopher, observing in this youth high intellectual 
promise, had dissuaded his father from bringing him up to the trade 
of a leather-seller. The father, having sustained great losses during 
the sway of the oligarchs, was desirous that his son should repair these 
Con.™.- by diligence in his old occupation. To such young men as the son of 
" Anytus the conversation of Socrates was particularly attractive, and 
they failed not to carry home new and enlarged ideas, highly displeasing 
to their fathers, who hailed the impeachment of Socrates as the 
means of proving him " a corrupter of youth.*' 

In the year s.c. 399 tbe determined 
hostility of his bitterest enemies was con- 
summated in his destruction. In that year, 
Miletus hung up in front of the office of 
the King-Archon an indictment against 
him, couched in the following terms : — 
A ™■J ^0,, I I " Socrates is guilty of not worshipping the 

gods whom the city worships, and of intro- 
ducing new divinities I he is besides guilty 
of corrupting tbe youth ; the penalty due 
is death." Excited by the imminent peril 
of Socrates, Lysias, one of the most distm- 
.- ^ guished orators of the time, composed a 

powerful and pathetic oration, which he 

Lyta. nrrtf.Icw.f.Gittqi* presented to hia fr^ M his defence m 




the forthcoming trial. After perusing it, and extolling its animation jjoentn 
tod eloquence, Socrates declined making use of it, comparing it to iSe"« of 
Devonian shoes, which though tbey might fit, were evidence of f'"£"* 
sfemiuacv ; remarking at the same time, that a philosopher should be ^^ 
distinguished by firmness of soul. 

The remarks of Xenophon, and the apology of Plato, are the only 
Knrces whence we gain any knowledge of the actual speeches of 
other of the plaintiffs before the Attic tribunal ; it is clear, however, 
&*t the third count of the indictment was their strongest ground of 
■ttosaiion. Socrates had, in some measure, the training of both AidM*d« 
Aldbiades and Critias ; the former, from high intellectual powers and S^^^J 
soaring ambition, had become the dread of the Athenian democracy; Socnu*. 
he had evinced bis total disregard of all the trammels of Attic 
equality, and took delight in making himself indispensable to his 
country, while he scorned and trampled on its laws; he was aware of 
every torn in the current of popularity, which he directed to his own 
advancement, Critias was detested for the atrocities which, as leader 
of the Thirty, be bad committed, and the obloquy which deservedly 
attached to these individuals was now basely sought to be fastened 
Bpoo Socrates. The old calumnies of Aristophanes, Eupolis, and n«i™ii>r 
other comedians, were again revived, and of the effect of these, Socrates lg JJ£J l "* 
manifested greater apprehension than of the speeches of his opponents BoaUm. 
on his trial. 

These affirmed that the Athenian youth were taught by him a 
conceit of their superior wisdom, and learned to insult their parents 
■ad kinsmen. He was charged, too, with quoting the most perni- 
cious passages of their greatest poets, and of perverting them to the 
rota of the young, by sowing in them the seeds of a despotic disposi- 
tion ; that he was fond of quoting the case of Ulysses, recorded by 
Homer in the second book of the Iliad, as though the poet had ap- 
plauded the Ithacan chief for caressing the leaders, and for applying 
stripes to the common people. 

With these misrepresentations were mingled accusations of a rotitici 
political character, partially founded in truth. Of such a nature was jjJJUJfl*™'" 
the charge, that " Socrates censured the choice of Archons by lot at 
Athens," thereby inducing contempt of the government Against this 
elaborate machinery of vindictive malice Socrates took no precaution ; 
indeed, from the testimony of Xenophon, we learn that the great 
philosopher indulged scarcely a desire for acquittal. 

The preparatioti of his defence was almost unthought of by him ; jj™«" 
and when remonstrated with by his friend Hermogenes for this omis- uTStn. 
■on, be observed, that the blameless life which he had passed was 
his best defence ; besides, though he had casually begun to meditate 
on what he ought to say, the divine signal had warned him to desist. 
He rm-ther remarked, that a conviction of a progressive moral advance ntt ™*j™ 
had hitherto attended him ; that even if his life were prolonged, fw " "*' 
■wilf decay would affect all the organs of intelligence, and render life 



thus burdened an intolerable load; whereas an unjust present con- 
demnation would be a disgrace to his judges, none to himself. These 
sentiments delivered previous to his trial, prove Socrates' disregard of 
an acquittal, nay, even that he deemed that the divinity had fixed the 
Appaui approaching trial as the goal of his existence. In this calm frame of 
judge*. mind did Socrates appear before the unrighteous tribunal with unpre- 

meditated defence. Here he triumphantly refuted the charge of irre- 
ligion; he railed the attention of his judges to the mandate of the divinity, 
that he should pass his life in the search of wisdom, in self-examina- 
tion, and in the examination of others; that this command he could 
in, dotage, not disobey, and that he believed this duty of his, the greatest good 
ever granted by the gods to his native city. As for himself, he ob- 
served, he bad no regard for a defence, but solely for the sake of the 
Athenians, lest by their condemnation of him they should reject the 
goodness of the gods. "There is no man," he observed, "who 
knows what death is, yet mankind fear it, as if they were convinced 
""■JJJ&J 1 " 1* i 8 »ifl greatest of all evils — a gross specimen of ignorance, — since 
™ it involves the conceit of knowledge without the reality. You possibly 
may feel incensed at my resolute avowal ; yon may have anticipated 
Beruathe that I should weep, and beg for my life, aided by the tears of children 
mgdeVoc sad relatives, Relatives 1 have, like others, and three children ; bnt 
dcfonn - none of them shall appear before your bar for such s purpose, for I 
deem such conduct degrading to my high reputation, and guilty 
should I be if I sought to bias you by supplications. It is my duty 
to instruct and persuade you, if possible ; as to yourselves, you have 
sworn to judge according to the laws, and it is your bounden duty so 
to do. .Require not, therefore, from me, conduct disgraceful to my- 
Antonwii- self, and criminal towards you." Never before had the Athenian 
indtenuion judges been addressed in language so dignified and independent; they 
or hia j a&p*. h^ bggQ accustomed to subservience ; they now felt exasperated and 
humbled by the moral grandeur of the man who looked down on the 
petty forma of human judgment, aa it were, from the lofty tribunal of 
the divinity itself, and Cri to and his other friends trembled for the result. 
In the Attic judicature, the penalty was decided by a separate vote of 
CnnweofiiiB the judges, taken after the verdict of guilty. The accuser was entitled 
jadimtnrc. to name the penalty he considered appropriate; the accused then 
named some lighter penalty ; between theae proposals the judges were 
to choose. Melitus in his indictment had demanded the infliction of 
capital punishment; it now remained for Socrates to make some 
counter-proposition, and this he was now called upon to do. " What 
counter-penalty shall I name," observed he, " as a substitute for that 
Reply of of Melitus ? Shall I mention the treatment which I think I merit at 
hjijudgai! >' our hands? For my exertions to teach the Athenian youth justice 
and moderation, and to render my countrymen generally more happy, 
let me be rewarded with a subsistence in the Prytaneum, at the 
public expense, for the remaining years of my life ; an honour, O 
Athenians, which I merit more than the victors at the Olympic games ; 



for they make their countrymen more happy in appearance, whereas I 
have made yon so in reality." 

Nothing could be more dignified than the lofty bearing of this tw 
noble champion of philosophy, but it exasperated while it humiliated ""pmti™. 
bis judges. If they had before felt bumbled by the moral grandeur 
of Socrates, they were now incensed by bis laying claim to almost the 
highest honorary distinction which the state could bestow. Eicited 
by this supposed insult to judicial authority, they condemned him to 
drink the juice of hemlock. Socrates now addressed those dicasts s«™t™ u 
»ho bad decided in his favonr, announcing his approaching death as a J^jJjJjfSL 
pleasure, since be was going to hold converse with the noblest heroes |m of 
of antiquity ; he at the same time recommended to their paternal care ,IDl ™ k 
i*t defenceless children ; and on returning to prison exclaimed, " I am 
going to die, you to live ; which is the best, the divinity alone can 
bow." It was usual for the condemned to drink the poison the 
day succeeding the trial ; but it so happened, in Socrates' case, that 
lib sentence was pronounced immediately after the sailing of the Hii 
awed ship on its yearly pilgrimage to Delos; until the return of this !**r" i °". 
•esse!, it was considered unholy to carry out any state execution. p00 
Hence, Socrates remained in prison, heavily ironed, till its return, a 
period of thirty days. During this interval, his friends had free 
axes to him, and spent the greater part of their time in the prison, rsoiu of hi. 
"or were their efforts for rescuing him from his perilous position JjJjJ^ 
amine or inefficient. Crito, by bribing the gaoler, had completed a 
scheme for his escape, which was only rendered ineffective by Socrates 
himself, who gave it his decided refusal, as a breach of the law. The 
details of the last scene of his life are full of the deepest interest. 
With his friends he continued to converse with the greatest calmness 
tad serenity, and when one of them expressed his grief that though 
iniooent he was to suffer, " What!" replied he, " would yon have me 
die guilty?" He developed his opinions on the immortality of the Hhopintoi 
ami, deeplv reprobating the prevalent custom of suicide. To Crito, "" ,ulcld *- 
»ho had urged his escape, he observed, " Whither sliall I fly to 
mid the doom passed upon all?" When the hour of execution 
Tired, the gaoler presented the cup, with tears in his eyes. Socrates 
received it with composure, drank the potion with countenance un- 
changed, and soon afterwards expired. Thus perished, in his seventieth Hit do.ih. 
war, the great ethical philosopher of antiquity, whose original and b. C. 39S. 
'fficacious system, by giving a durable impulse to the investigation of 
troth, still continues to be felt by the intellectual world. 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE AGE OF AGESILAUS. 
B. c. 404 TO 388. 
ii. c. 404. At the termination of the Peioponnesian war, there remained no 
longer any power who could venture upon disputing the supremacy 
of Lacedtemou ; and although the peace which had been made, effected 
nothing towards a reconciliation of the parties by which Greece was 
distracted, yet it insured for a short period a political calm, which 
afforded at least a temporary rest from war and tumult. 
tMi of The first symptoms of impending disturbance seem to have shown 

inTfcwa! themselves in Thebes. Thebes claimed sovereignty over the other 
towns of Bceotia ; but her claims were resisted by Lacedsemon, who 
was desirous of retaining these communities in dependence upon herself. 
Here then were at once the germs of dissension between these states ; 
and the haughty manner in which the latter appears to have asserted 
ber pretensions, gave such advantages to the democratical leaders in 
Thebes; that very shortly after the conclusion of the Peioponnesian 
war, we find the aristocracies], which was always in some degree the 
Lacedaemonian party, completely excluded from power in that city. 
But a revolution in the government of Thebes was always the signal 
of a similar change at Corinth ; and Corinth again was so closely 
united with Argoa, that her example waa commonly sufficient to 
induce the like change in the government of mis last ; so that the 
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Peioponnesian war was scarcely terminated before three of the prin- 
cipal cities became alienated from the interest, even though they did 
t»t dare, or were not able at once to withdraw themselves from under 
the power of, the Lacedaanonians. The generous conduct which had 
been displayed by these last, on the occasion of the expulsion of the 
Thirty, would probably, and in fact did, go far to conciliate the grati- 
tude of the Athenians; and from this time her citizens seem to have 
kid aside their former acrimony of feeling towards the Lacedtemonians ; 
bat still it was hardly possible for a demociatical state in Greece to 
DQutinue in cordial alliance with one, which openly professed to rule 
by means of the aristocrat cal interest ; so that it required no par- 
ticular foresight to prophesy, that if ever Athens should recover her 
strength, it would soon be exercised in an attempt to regain her station, 
as head of the democratica! faction. 

But although a merely general knowledge of the affairs of Greece, 
at the period immediately succeeding the Feloponnesian war, is suffi- 
cient to enable us to sketch out so far a rough outline of her political 
system, yet the information is singularly defective as to all the details. 
There is, perhaps, no age of Athenian history so intimately known to 
us as this, upon which we are now about to enter. The works of 
Xeooubou, of Plato, of Aristophanes, and of many of the best of the 
Grecian orators belong properly to this period; and they abound with 
particulars, that enable the classical reader to make himself as fami- 
liarly acquainted with the manners, and feelings, and domestic circum- 
stances of the Athenians during the times in which they wrote, as 
with the occurrences of the Court of Elizabeth or James, in our own 

Though the writings which remain to us of this period leave us but 
little to desire in the way of information, so far as Athens is con- 
cerned, yet they are entirely silent with respect to every circumstance 
connected with the internal affairs of the neighbouring states ; and we 
are left almost as much in the dark with regard to the intrigues of 
parties at Sparta, and Thebes, and Corinth, as of those at Carthage or 
Tarentxtm. That Lacedtemon was distracted by faction at this point of 
time, may clearly be collected from the account, which Xenopbon has 
left as, of the measures pursued by her in the case of the restoration 
of the Athenian democracy ; as well as by the instance which he has 
recorded, of lite resistance which her requisitions constantly met with, 
on the part of several of the other principal states ; and which requi- 
sitions, as she was entitled by treaty to enforce, she certainly never 
could have receded from, had not her attention been occupied and her 
operation clogged, by some difficulties at home, of which it is in vain 
to guess the precise nature. Her conduct, as after events proved, was 
haughty and intemperate enough, whenever she was able to act with 
freedom ; so much so, that it is hardly possible to give her the praise 
J moderation, even when the measures which she pursued seemed to 
bear that character. 



64 THE AGE OF AGESILAUS. 

Such being the state of things in Greece at the time npon which we 
are now entering, it will be readily understood that it could require no 
very extraordinary combination of circumstances to light up again the 
torch of discord among the several states of the Grecian confederacy ; 
if that connection may be called a confederacy, which was kept together 
rather by the repulsion of discordant parts, counteracting each other, 
than by any tie of common interest or affection. The immediate 
occasion, however, of the first war which broke out among the leading 
states, after the Peloponnesian war, does not, as we shall soon see, 
reflect much honour upon the patriotism or integrity of the democrafcical 
leaders. 

It is mentioned by Xenophon as a singular circumstance, that while 

'■ the most reasonable demands of Lacedfemoo were disputed or dis- 
obeyed among the cities of Greece, among those of Asia Minor, 
her commands were listened to, and her directions followed, with a 
degree of unanimity, which enabled her to assume a much higher tone 
with the Persian satraps, than she could have employed with prudence 
towards the meanest of her allies in Greece. Encouraged by the 
prosperous condition of her affairs in the Bast, no less than by the 
secret, which the triumphant retreat of the ten thousand had divulged 
to the world, of the utter inability of the Persian troops to cope with 
any regularly-organized force of Greeks, when conducted with bravery 
and common prudence, the rulers in Lacedsmon resolved to com- 
mence their operations for reducing the Grecian states to that obe- 
dience, which the treaties they had concluded gave them a right to 
claim, by consolidating their power and extending their dominions in 
Asia. Once masters of the maritime force and inexhaustible wealth, 
which the possession of empire in that part of the globe would 
immediately place at their disposal, they concluded, and probably with 
justice, that it would then be a work of no difficulty to bring their 
refractory allies in Greece to submission. In the meantime, it was 
their policy to keep their temper with respect to them, and not allow 
any provocation or insult to force them into premature hostilities; 
well knowing that if they should succeed in their designs upon Asia, 
it would be in their power not only to prevent all danger of future 
opposition at home, but to punish at their leisure whatever insults 
they might think it worth while to put up with in the meanwhile. 
In prosecution of this scheme of policy, of which Agesilaus was the 

° ostensible promoter, but Lysander the real author, a force was 
equipped with orders to proceed under the command of Agesilaus, to 
the relief of the Grecian colonies in Asia, the safety of which, it was 
pretended, was threatened by Tissaphemes, who, it was given out, was 
making immense preparations in Phoenicia and other ports under his 
dominion, for the reduction of the Asiatic towns. Genestas, in 
Eubcea, was the port at which the troops were to embark. In his 
way thither, attended only by a small escort, Agesilaus having to pass 
in the neighbourhood of the port of Aulis in Bootia, went thither to 
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awifice ; be was induced to do so, because that place bad been the 
fot at which Agamemnon sacrificed, before his departure for Troy. 
Id the midst of the ceremony, the Bceotarcbs, at the head of a con- 
■derable force, came and rudely forbade the sacrifice ; and upon 
Agesilans protesting against their rudeness and impiety, they brutally 
■ottered the offering from the altar, and by open force prevented the 
■erifice from proceeding. It does not appear that any notice was 
Sim of this unprovoked insolence by the Lacedsemonians ; bat we 
h*t safely conclude, that the affront was not forgotten. A day of 
Wribtmon, they hoped, was at hand; and Agesilaua continued his 
jmniey to Genestus, merely imprecating the vengeance of the gods 
»foa the conduct of the Boeotians. 

We shall not follow Agesilaus in his Asiatic campaign : a detail of s™»» of 
tittles which ultimately led to no result, and which were marked by t^il" 
K extraordinary circumstances, would convey neither amusement nor Minor. 
attraction ; but his success was so marked, and his progress so 
iknttng, and the ultimate designs which be had in view of dismem* 
tang the Persian empire, began to develop themselves so plainly, 
uat Trmraustes, the Persian satrap, who had succeeded Tissaphemes 
n the government of Lydia, finding it impossible to resist the Lace- 
frn^niflnn in Asia, saw no resource, except that of endeavouring to 
orite a diversion against them at home. 

Tithracstee was well aware of the dislike of the Lacedemonian 
wpremacy which prevailed in Greece ; and of the insecure state of her 
"floence among the petty republics who there constituted her subjects. 
Wead, therefore, of pretending to resist the Spartan king in the field, 
he resolved to protract the war in Asia, and endeavour to procure the 
*al of the forces which were there employed, by rinding occupation 
it them at home. For this purpose he employed a Rbodian, named »«« or 
Timocrates, to proceed to Greece ; and by means of bribes, judiciously „, EJJSl 
■attributed among the democratical leaders in the several republics, 
■dof promises of support from the great kmg, began to form a coalition 
"giinat Laeeda>mon, which might lead to active measures against her. 
Xcnophon tells us that the sum with which Timocrates was intrusted, 
■■united to about twelve thousand pounds sterling ; and small as this 
"? Kern, such either was the corruption of public principle among 
tie Greeks at this time, or such the predisposition among them, to fall 
B with the proposition which Timocrates was deputed to negotiate, 
™t his success more than answered the most sanguine expectations of 



litbrsustes. Xenophon has not scrupled to name the party leaders ii 
Argw, Corinth, and Thebes, who partook of the satrap's bounty ; but 
* Kqaits hie own countrymen of any share in the transaction : in fact, 
'Wrer may have been the effect of the Persian gold upon individuals, 
■ •dear that the hope of the powerful support which Timocrates was 
^amioiied to promise, combined with the discontented state of the 
P»Uic roind, must in reality have been the cause of the ready ac- 



_. with which the proposals were everywhere received, 
[a. a.] ' 9 
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w„ ^^ut The first who openly defied the power of Lacedsmon was Thebes. 
Th * b **' She did not at once declare war against the state, because for this no 
pretence was afforded ; but she availed herself of some pretext to 
a ttack the Phocians ; well knowing that the Lacedaemonians would 
never stand still, and allow the subjection of so important a member of 
their confederation. Upon measures being taken on the part of Laos- 
dtemon to repress this instance of Theban insolence, ambassadors were 
despatched from this latter power to Athens. By the advice of 
Thrasybulus, the proposition of the Thebans was accepted, and an 
alliance between them and die Athenians concluded. The accession of 
Athens induced Argos to join in the confederacy, which again led to 
the concurrence of Corinth. The united influence of so many cities 
soon led Acarnania, Ambracia, Leucadia, Eubcea, together with part of 
Thessaly and Thrace, into the confederacy. The pressing danger 
which now threatened the power of Lacedcemon, as Tithraustes had 
calculated, immediately led to the recal of Agesilaus, whose abilities, 
experience, and commanding weight were wanted at home, even more 
than any addition of strength which the force Ttnder his command 
could contribute. 

This prince was enjoying in Asia honours and power, and popularity 
beyond what any Grecian had before obtained among the Ani»tw 
cities ; and he had before him the most inviting field of ambition, that 
had ever yet presented itself to any commander. Having provided, 
however, for the security of the allies and subjects of Lacediemon, in 
kkmt> or Asia, he instantly obeyed the order to return ; and mamhing through 
Afe " u ™* 1 Thrace and Thessaly, had arrived in Bceotia, with a well-appointed 
and victorious army; when he was met by news which tended to 
allay any hopes which he might have formed, of bringing the contest 
Coum (mil* in which he was now about to engage, to the desired result. Through 
Miotic the combined exertions of Phamabazus, and of Evagoraa, the Tyrant, 
M» as he was called, of Salamis (and who seems to have been influenced 
*** ni * n *" in the part which he was taking in the war solely by regard for the 
Athenians), a combined fleet was placed under the command of Canon, 
one of the Athenian commanders, who had fled to Salamis, after the 
defeat at JCgospotamos, near Cnidos. Conon fell in with the Lace- 
dssmonian fleet under Peisander, brother-in-law of Agesilaus, and 
defeated him with the loss of his life ; and (if we may take the autho- 
rity of Diodorus, on a point where Xenophon is silent), with the 
capture of no less than fifty of his ships. 
Dutie at Such was the disastrous intelligence which met Agesilaus on his 

°" w> ' entrance into Braotia. Concealing the news from his men, he continued 
his march towards Peloponnesus, when he was met at Coronea, by the 
combined army of the confederates, consisting of the flower of the 
Bceotian, Athenian, Corinthian, Argian, and Locrian forces. Never- 
theless, as Agesilaus had been joined in his march by the divisions of 
Phocis and Orchomenns, as well as some towns in Thrace, the armies 
were nearly equal. One of the most obstinate conflicts ensued which 
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a recorded in the annals of Greece. The confederates, however, were 

* length poshed from the field ; but Agesilans, except the honour of 

ifictory, gained no advantage from the 

fwrlest, beyond the privilege of pro- 

■eating the remainder of his march ttn- 

■nlniul. 

Conon, in the meanwhile, gathered R»bniidin B 

■neh more substantial advantages, as tiiw™ K 

the fruits of the victory which he had aUkm. 

gained. Before be returned to Athens, 
be had persuaded Pharnabazus to allow 
him to employ the fleet under his com- 
mand, in re-establishing the dominion 
cf Athens among the islands ; after 
which the generous satrap supplied him 
withmooeyandsenthimbometo Athens, AgoUm. 

vim directions to the crews of the Phce- 

nician vessels, that they should assist in rebuilding the long walls, 
which Lysander had destroyed. From this period Athens resumed 
her commanding attitude ; and continued until the battle of Chsronea, 
to he not only an independent but a leading state in Greece ; although 
fertamately, perhaps, both for herself and her neighbours, she never 
recovered that exclusive power among the democratical republics, 
which she had formerly exercised and abused. 

In tracing the events which followed the return of Agesilans from 
Asia, and considering the means which Lacedsnnon still possessed, as 
well as those which her enemies were able to employ, it is difficult not 
b feel some surprise at the confined operations which ensued on both 
ades. Though no important victory appears to have been gained, nor 
iay considerable battle to have been fought, yet the weight of the war 
aeems to have distressed the Lacedaemonians. To recover the footing 
upon which the event of the Peloponcesian war had placed her, was 
manifestly no longer within the compass of circumstances ; she would 
hare been satisfied to retain her dominion over those states within the 
Peloponnesus, which were directly, and almost by hereditary right, 
her (objects ; but even this seemed problematical; and upon looking 
round for relief, she saw no quarter to which she could torn with so 
moch hope, as to the event of negotiation with Persia. Enough, it was 
dear, had been effected by the mission of Timocratea, and the assist- 
ance of Pharnabazus, to satisfy all the ends of policy which the Persian 
court could have had in view, in lending her assistance to Athens and 
the other allies. Accordingly Antalcidas was sent to Sardis, in order ivtimaun 
to negotiate with Teribazus, who had succeeded Pharnabazus in the wXp*™*. 
satrapy; the latter having been removed npon the occasion of his 
awriage with the king's daughter. The terms proposed were not 
soeh is reflected much honour upon the Lacedtemoniana ; they offered, 
not to dispute the sovereignty of the king over the Asiatic cities, upon 
f 2 



68 THE AGE OF AOESILAUS. 

condition that. Teribazus would withdraw the assistance of his Beet 
from the Athenians, and re-establish the independence of the islands. 
As the power of Lacedtemon was still unbroken in Asia, these terms 
were too favourable Dot to be readily embraced by the Persian ; and 
upon the confederates refusing to submit to such dishonourable con- 
ditions, Teribazus imprisoned Conou, and supplied the Lacedemonians 
with money for the maintenance of their fleet. 
Wlr A war of skirmish and depredation now ensued, and was sustained 

piweawd with much activity, but continued equally without result on both sides. 
tok^'oii In the meantime, Teribazus had left Sardis lor Susa ; and Struthas, 
etttiw ride, who, in his absence, was appointed to command in his place, instigated 
by the recollection of the losses and injuries which had been inflicted 
upon bis country, and which he had himself witnessed and probably 
suffered from, during the period when Agesilaus commanded in Asia, 
warmly took part with the confederates, and supplied them with every 
means in his power for prosecuting the war. 
[!««] w« Hostilities were thus renewed between Persia and Lacedaanon ; bat 
wkw ad they were prosecuted, on the part of the latter, neither with prudence 
™^ nor success. In Asia, Struthas surprised Thimbron, the new Lace- 
dsemonian commander, and cut both him and his army to pieces. In 
Europe, Thrasybulus was successful by sea, and Iphicrates completely 
destroyed a Lacedemonian mora before Corinth. These defeats were 
not of a nature materially to cripple the power of Lacedaanon ; but 
they shook that which was the chief foundation of her greatness — the 
opinion of her invincibility ; they threw a damp upon the courage of 
her allies, and destroyed that alacrity with which she had, at first, 
entered upon the war. 
Mimon of Seeing, then, no way of extricating herself from the toils in which 
tosInUi*" ^ waa enconl P asse< '> she again directed her views to a negotiation 
with Persia. That court seems to have been always more ready to 
enter into treaty with the Lacedaanon ians, than with any other power 
in Greece. The form of her government and the general stability of 
her councils, seemed to afford more dependance than could be placed 
upon states whose policy might be expected to veer, with every change 
of popular feeling or opinion. Accordingly, as soon as Teribazus had 
returned to his satrapy, and Struthas was in consequence removed, 
Antalcidas was again deputed to Sardis, to endeavour to effect such 
terms of accommodation, as might put an end, not only to the war in. 
Asia, but also to that in Europe, among the different Grecian states. 

Arriving at Ephesus in autumn, Antalcidas immediately proceeded 
to Sardis, where he found Teribazus not only disposed to him, per- 
sonally, in the same friendly manner as before, but provided with, 
powers from Susa, to conclude even an offensive alliance with Laoe- 
dtemon, in case the confederates persisted in prosecuting the war. 
Dut the temper of the principal belligerent republics, all of whom had 
severely felt the pressure, and none of whom had reaped any benefit 
from the war (Athens, perhaps, alone excepted), seemed to be novt* 
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«d more favourably inclined for peace, than had been the case on 
■comer occasion. By the secession of the king, the command of 
fc« remained no longer with Athens; Corinth and Argos, whose 
omrT had been the chief seat of the war, bad every reason to wish 
* » Kcoaunodation ; the Bceotians only remained, who, as they had 
■red less by the contest, were, in proportion, less solicitous for its 

Tbe proposal for a general peace came from Teribazus ; and the Pace of 
u in which it was made, were such aa it might have been sup- A - aUltU *- 
W^woddiwt be grateful to the vanity of the Greek nation. The 8 - - 387 - 
being opened, Teribazos produced the king's rescript, to 
s attached the royal signet It ran thus : — "Artaierces, the 
tap, thinks it just, that the cities in Asia, and the two isles of 
*Mnene and Cyprus, should be his own ; but that all the rest of 
as Grecian cities, both small and great, should be free and inde- 
(oileit, except Lemnos, Imbros, and Scios, to continue in subjection 
» tee Athenians. And whatever state refuses this peace, I, myself, 
*■■ Ech as receive it, shall make war against that people both by 
■ id land, both with ships and with money." 1 
fte ambassadors from the several states having heard this mandate, 
■•I Iteir report of it home to their several constituents. The Thebans 
We birsitated, because they were only permitted to take the oath for 
b "3k1 res, and not as they wished, in the name of all the Bceotian 
J** 5 - Bat upon Agesilaas making instant preparation for reducing 
«"* to submission, they at length acquiesced ; and the peace was 
*?*d without further delay by all the belligerent repnblias. 
is to the humiliation of allowing a foreign potentate thus to dictate 
r^™ upon which the Grecians were to accommodate their dif- 
'**«* with «n->< other, this seems to have been a scruple which 
®»wu no demur. The point of honour, among states as well as 
™ n oula, seems to be altogether a modem refinement; and, there- 
™< " the Greeks in general were satisfied with the terms of the 
*"?> we need not wonder that they should not quarrel about the 
*^*r in which it had been proposed. It is something more sur- 
™& however, that the contemporary historian, in relating the 
*■***»» which took place during the progress of the treaty, should 
^W no anger at the evident want of generosity in thus formally 
™wuirg to their fate the Grecian cities of Asia, without even a 
"ptuttoo b their favour. Bat the reflection which Xenophon makes 
J* the effects of this celebrated peace, viewed merely as a measure 
fj*7. »re perfectly just " And thus, at length," says he, " the 
7*JEf«e was ratified in form between the Lacedemonians and 
r~*>a, and confederates, after the war between them, subsequent 
^demolition of the walls of Athens. But though, through the 
*J* course of the war, the scale had generally turned in favour of 
*'*edsmonians, yet they made a greater figure than ever, through 
■ Xenoph. Hell. lib. v. ft i. 
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tiiis peace, which took its name from Antalcidas. For now assuming 
to themselves the task of executing the peace prescribed by the king, 
and insisting that every city should be free, they recovered the alliance 
of Corinth ; they freed the cities of Boaotaa from their dependence upon 
the Thebans, a result which they bad long desired ; they had put art 
end to that appropriation which the Argives had made of Corinth. 
All these points being accomplished to their wish, they now came to ■ 
determination to chastise such of their confederates as had been on- 
tractable during the war, and manifested any good will to their enemies; 
and bo to govern them now, that they should not dare to be refractory 

The supremacy which the Spartans had acquired by the inglorious 
peace of Antalcidas, they used to declare war against Mantines. 
Not content with this, they despatched an army to control the govern- 
ment of Phlius, and massacred all whom they considered hostile to 
b.c. 383. their political system, B.C. 383. The proclamation of war against the 
Olyn thians by the Spartan state was another evidence of her unchecked 
b. c. 382, ambition. The Olyn thians gallantly resisted the utmost power of the 
381, 380. Spartans for three successive campaigns. In the fourth, they were 
compelled to give way before the overwhelming force directed against 

1 Xenoph. Hell. lib. v. c i. 
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CHAPTER VI. 
EPAMEINONDAS. 

noif THE PRICE Or ANTALGIDAS, B.C. 387, TO B.C. 362. 

utKBtnoiiDAS of Thebes, the son of Polymnis, has received from the b. c. 387. 
"iters of antiquity a praise more general, and less divided, than any 
** individual in die whole range of Grecian story. Nor does he 
wr admiration on account of his pre-eminence in only one depart- 
" Btt - His adversaries, not less than hi eulogists — Xenophon, equally 
*■ Plutarch and with Nepos — have borne testimony not only to his 
*•! «od valour in the field, but to his prudence and wisdom in 
^Bal ; and if he is noted for his extensive erudition as a philosopher, 
* a Jbo so much famed for the moral integrity of his conduct, that 
» rame remains unsullied by the slightest imputation. So strict in- 
W was his veracity, that it is related of him by Nepos he was never 
"*s blown, even in jest, to verge from the path of truth. In his life 
"(wrtained all that is memorable in the history of Thebes. Under 
"gtridtDce that republic rose from a state of dependence, almost of 
as ? | ificaDce, to hold the highest rank among the cities of Greece ; 
*& bis death, her career of glory terminated ; and, had he not existed, 
" s probable that her name would have been untraced by the pen of 
"e historian, except for the purpose of bestowing on her the slender 
Emendation of being the faithful ally of the fickle Athenians, or the 
*"& follower of haughty Lacectemon. It is thus, that not unfre- 
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quently the abilities and exertions of one man, are able to accomplish 
more than the united efforts of a whole commonwealth. 

Before we proceed to the detail of the political life of Epameinondas, 
it is necessary that we should briefly sketch some of the events which 
immediately preceded the period of which we are about to relate the 
principal transactions. 
Conduct of After the peace of Antalcidas, which has been variously termed the 
us™™!™ 8 ,or y an( l ^ e disgrace of Lacedsanon, the imperious policy of the Lacs- 
iftu the dtemonians created universal alarm. Instead of exerting their powers 
tjiuicliiii. to promote a general tranquillity throughout Greece, which was the 
professed object of that peace, they set themselves to inquire into the 
conduct of their allies, and to punish them for their real or alleged 
offences. The Mantineans were the first to feel their displeasure. 
The inhabitants of Argos had been supplied by the Mantineans with 
corn ; the proportion of troops required of them for the support of the 
war, had not been sent ; the troops that had been sent had served ill; 
these were the accusations preferred against them, and they were re- 
quired, as a proof that these acts were not those of the commonwealth, 
to destroy and level with the ground the fortifications of their city. 
As compliance with this haughty command was refused, war was de- 
li, c 385. nounced against them. A Lacedaemonian army, under the conduct of 
AgesipoUs, laid waste their territories, encompassed their city, and 
finally, by impeding the current of the Ophis below the town, sapped 
their fortifications. The offer which the Mantineans now made, to 
comply with the command of the Lacedaemonians, was rejected. The 
dread of servitude and the pressure of want compelled them, at length, 
unconditionally, to deliver up their city. Every house was instantly 
demolished, the leaders of the democratical party, those that were hostile 
to the interests of Lacedsmon, sought safety in a voluntary exile ; sod 
the rest of the inhabitants retired to those villages from which their 
forefathers had originally assembled to form Mantinea into their com- 
mon capital. 

The same proud supremacy was exercised over the inhabitants of 
Phlius. And the rulers of that city, how much soever disposed to 
resistance, felt themselves compelled to yield obedience to a decree 
of the Lacedaemonians, by which they were ordered to readmit some 
Phliasian exiles into their city, and to restore to them their property. 
Reduction These transactions were scarcely finished, when the attention of the 
Lacedaemonians was directed towards Olynthus. The oppression and 
. misery which an almost continual warfare entailed upon the smaller 
states of Greece, had induced the Olynthjans to form the project of 
uniting the neighbouring cities into a confederacy, in order to protect 
themselves from those evils. In this plan they had so welt succeeded, 
that the confederacy soon became powerful enough to attract the notice 
of the larger republics of Greece ; and its alliance had been, in parti- 
cular, solicited by the Athenians and Thebans, who looked with 
jealousy upon the preponderance of Lacedsanou, were dissatisfied with 
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tie measurea that she was pursuing, and were apprehensive of the con- 
Wjnences to which these measures might lead. These circumstances 
nte sufficient to kindle the animosity of the Lacedaemonians ; and the 
■prudent conduct of the Olynthians soon furnished a plausible pretext 
fcr commencing hostilities. The Olynthians had, in the prosecution of 
tWr views, invited the ApoUoniata and Acanthians to unite themselves 
to their party ; but although the well-known inclination of the great 
wjority of the inhabitants of Apollonia and Acanthus had induced the 
BrrUtian, the hostile disposition of the oligarchical party in those 
*wn» had determined the Olynthians to add to that invitation, a threat 
of war if compliance should be refused. Those in power became 
•lamed at the danger to which they were exposed, and they sent 
ministers to Lacediemon to crave her assistance, and, with that view, 
W represent forcibly to the Lacedemonians the injury which their in- 
laeats would sustain unless their new confederacy were opposed, and 
inkw the Olynthians were prevented from joining their strength to 
tfctt of Athens and. of Thebes, The ministers met with a favourable 
wiience, and it was decreed that an army of ten thousand men should 
to lent into Thrace. Endamidas was in the mean time despatched 
with two thousand Laconiana, and orders were given to Phcebidas, his 
brother-in-law, to collect and conduct the rest of the army with as 
modi expedition as possible. It is foreign to our present purpose to 
pome the fortunes of the Lacedaemonians in Thrace. After a spirited 
opposition, which the Olynthians offered to Teleutias, the brother of 
Apsilans, and in which they were successful, they were finally sub- 
wd and reduced into subjection by Polybidas ; and peace was granted 
to them upon those terms which the Lacedaemonians uniformly enforced, 
"that the friends and enemies of Lacedaxnon should be those of Olyn- 
tbus, and that the Olynthians should serve in arms wherever the Lace- 
tewuians should lead." 

Bot long before this event had arrived, Phcebidas had sown the seeds s^are of 
tf disorder, which spread ultimately to an extent of which no one T1 ™ b ™"_, 
Bxild have then formed a conception. In conducting his army into B - c - ''"- 
'tract, he encamped under the walls of Thebes. Faction, between 
&e deroocratical and aristocratical parties, had risen to the utmost 
Wws in that city ; but so nearly were the parties balanced, that the 
two opposite leaders of those factions were colleagues in the office of 
P^efflarch. Ismenias headed that faction which was averse to the 
fttetsts of Lacediemon ; and such at the moment was the influence 
ii his authority, that a decree had been passed forbidding any Tbebao 
* a 8*ge in the expedition against Olynthus. The subsequent con 
fa* of Leontiades may be perhaps justified, from his fear of that 
""'~Te to which party spirit carried all the Grecian republics ; for the 
ce of the loss of authority in a popular leader involved, in 
I, the loss of life ; in many, the loss of property; and in all, the 
— nt of exile. As Ismenias avoided all intercourse with Phce- 
**K Leontiades courted him. He suggested to Phcebidas the tree- 
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cherous proposal of introducing a Lacedemonian garrison into the 
Cadmea, the citadel of Thebes ; and supported it by the specious argu- 
ment that Phcebidas might then lead with them into Thrace what 
Theban forces he chose. He easily obtained the consent of that general, 
to whose weak understanding the possession of Thebes appeared an 
advantage greatly superior in importance to the ultimate object of the 
expedition. To give the less suspicion of the plot, Phcebidas broke np 
his camp, and proceeded on his march towards the north. It was at 
that season of the year when one of the festivals of Demeter was 
celebrated ; and the Cadmea was, according to ancient custom, given 
up to the women, and the council sat in the portico of the Agora. 
During the noon-tide heat, when the streets were deserted, Leontiades 
pursued with his utmost speed, and overtook Phcebidas, conducted him 
with expedition to the citadel, and placed the keys in his hands. He 
then proceeded immediately to the council, and informing its members 
that the citadel was in possession of the Lacedaemonians, he quieted 
their fears by assuring them that the Lacedaanonians disclaimed all in- 
tention of hostilities. He lost not, however, the opportunity of profiting 
by the situation of affairs. In such circumstances of danger, his office 
of polemarch invested him with the power of arresting all who were 
suspected of treason ; and he exercised it by ordering Ismenias, his 
antagonist, into custody. His confinement no sooner became known, 
than his friends, to the number of four hundred, fled to Athens, to 
avoid the massacre which they bad too good reason to dread. The 
whole power of Thebes was thus placed in the hands of Leontiades ; 
and a new polemarch, a favourer of aristocracy, was quickly elected in 
room of the degraded Ismenias. As soon as these arrangements were 
completed, Leontiades proceeded himself to Lacetkemon to defend 
Phcebidas, and the revolution which he bad accomplished. This task 
was one of no great difficulty. He found, indeed, the epbors and the 
people indignant at the presumption of Phcebidas, in disregarding the 
commission which had been intrusted to him, and in overstepping 
the powers with which he had been invested. But Phcebidas met 
with a powerful friend in Agesilaos, whose rooted and inveterate enmity 
to the democratical party of Thebes seems to have blinded his better 
judgment, and to have compelled him, in this instance, to act in con- 
trariety to the equitable principles of his general conduct. When be 
addressed the assembly, he observed, " that the only subject for their 
consideration was, whether the actions of Phcebidas had been beneficial 
or injurious to the commonweal th. If they had been beneficial, both 
the principles of the constitution and the practice of former ages justi- 
fied his conduct, and fully warranted his exercise of a discretionary 
power.'' The way being thus prepared for him, Leontiades presented 
himself to the assembly, and enlarged upon those topics which were 
most likely to inflame the passions of his hearers : he descanted at 
length upon the known aversion of the democratical party to the 
interests of Lacedsmon ; he mentioned in particular their recent alliaueo 
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with Olvnthus, at a time when the Lacedaemonians were leading their 
amies against the people of that city ; and be suggested the facility 
ntb which the measures of Thebes to hold the Boeotian cities in sub- 
jection might now be thwarted, by the maintenance of a garrison in 
the Cadmea, by which the exertions of the friends of Lacedcemon would 
be encouraged and supported. These alluring arguments, which ac- 
corded so well with tie interests and prejudices of his audience, com- 
pletely overcame the better judgment of the Lacedaemonians. Phcebidas 
wu not only acquitted, but praised for hia exertions ; and it was de- 
creed that a Laoedffimonian garrison should continue to occupy the 
alsdel of Thebes. But these resolutions were moderate when com- 
pared with the transaction that followed. Ismenias was brought to 
•nil before a partial tribunal of judges, three of whom were appointed 
by Lacedtemon, and one by every other city of the confederacy. Charges 
of treason and of bribery were preferred against him ; these he ably 
refilled, bat he was not able to convince those interested judges before 
whom he was tried of the parity of his intentions, and he was found 
0i%, condemned, and executed. 

Wedemon seemed, at this moment, to be possessed of an influence ekm 
greater, and more secure, than at any former period of her history. *^™'o* 
Tie reviving power of Athens was broken ; the connexion of Argos Tt»b» 
■rf Corinth was dissolved ; the plan of the Olynthian confederacy was %££* " 
frustrated ; those allies who had displayed an unwillingness to bend to 
at ambitious and overbearing control of the Lacedemonians were 
punished and brought into subjection ; and, lastly, Thebes was thwarted 
»her favourite scheme of extending her dominion over the cities of 
««>us. But the ground on which her security rested was fallacious. 
E v «y state in Greece was astonished and alarmed at the audacity of 
ter measures. The peace of Antalcidas had, in terms, secured the in- 
*pemience of every Grecian city ; but as it had been procured at the 
f**nce and by the means of Lacedfemon, so Lacedemon had herself 
»*» the first to violate it. In profession, indeed, she was the sup- 
porter of the Persian treaty ; but, in practice, she construed its terms 
a Mcordance with her own views. To every alliance which she formed 
Wh friendly, to every peace which she concluded with hostile powers, 
ue annexed the condition that they should assist the Lacedffimonians, 
* well in her offensive as defensive operations. Her late acts, too, 
"wwed completely that it was her determination to permit independ- 
<** only to those cities which favoured her own views ; snd the fate 
"Hanfoea and of Phlius, the destruction of Olyntbus, and the trea- 
™eioas seizure of the Theban citadel, made each state tremble for her 
J** acuity, fearful lest she might herself become the next object of 
**™nionian jealousy or resentment. 

The subjection of Thebes, on which perhaps the LscedcemonianB Rnointtau 
™wd themselves more than on any other circumstance, was the event rf Tll "j!T 
™«h first shook, and ultimately ruined their authority. Although "■ c - 3 ' 9, 
""""'""" " d party of that city were well pleased with the revolu- 
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tion which had been effected by Phcebidas, these formed but a small 
portion of the inhabitants ; and though the democratieal faction, which 
comprised the great body of the people, were for a time overawed, they 
were not disheartened ; they felt with displeasure, and bore with un- 
easiness, the control of Lacediemon ; they looked with jealousy upon 
her authority, and they were ready to rise in rebellion, and avenge 
themselves upon their oppressors, upon the slightest cause, and on the 
first opportunity. In these critical circumstances, an occurrence, in 
itself trivial, gave rise to the most important consequences. On an 
expedition to Athena, Philidas, who held the situation of confidential 
minister to Archias and Philippns, the reigning polemarchs of Thebes, 
met with Mellon, a noble Theban who had been driven into exile by 
the late revolution, and with whom Philidas had formerly been in habits 
of the strictest intimacy. Mellon, to his astonishment, discovered, in 
Pngw of a conversation with Philidas, that the minister was by no means well 
thsnro- pleased with the state of affairs existing in Thebes. Communicating 
together, they formed the plan of a conspiracy, by which they might 
overturn the present government. In pursuance of it, Philidas returned 
to Thebes, there to concert measures for its success ; and Mellon, pro- 
ceeding with only six associates, arrived, under cover of the night, 
within the Theban territories ; but it was not till the close of the suc- 
ceeding day that be ventured to enter Thebes with the last crowd of 
returning husbandmen. That night and the following day the con- 
spirators lay concealed in the house of Charon, an associate whom the 
zeal of Philidas had previously secured. In the evening was celebrated 
the festival of Aphrodite, which was held, at Thebes, immediately 
previous to the expiration of the annual magistracies ; and it had been 
fixed upon by Mellon and his confederates as the proper time for the 
execution of their purpose. The luxurious and licentious habits of 
Archias and Philippus had induced them to employ the latter as the 
pander of their pleasures ; and he had, in execution of bis commission, 
undertaken to heighten the delights of their evening revel by intro- 
ducing the most beautiful and the most elegant of the women of Thebes. 
The nature of his employment afforded to Philidas the easiest means 
of access ; and, at that moment when the polemarchs, in the fullest 
enjoyment of voluptuous pleasure, were intoxicated with wine, he con- 
ducted the conspirators into their presence, three of them habited as 
ladies, and the rest as their attendants ; a suggestion that delicacy, and 
the respect due to the female visitors required the absence of male 
attendants, soon procured their dismissal. The plot was now ready 
for execution ; and Archias and Philippus, unattended, alone, and un- 
armed, fell easy victims to assassination. Leontiades, the projector, 
Dwih of the active perpetrator of the recent revolution, was the next object of 
LeonciadM. pursuit witn the conspirators. The pretence of urgent business pro- 
cured for Philidas and his party a ready admittance, and Leontiades 
was found in an inner apartment, to which be had retired from supper. 
His wife was seated near him, employed, according to the usual custom 
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d Grecian matrons, in the works of the distaff and the needle. Ac- 
sading to the more refined feelings of modern times, in such a place, 
md in such circumstances, the heart of the moat callous might have 
ken touched with pity, and the nerves of the most resolute unstrung ; 
feat to the Greeks, the frequency of its occurrence had deprived assassi- 
ation of half its horrors. The object of the conspirators, the liberation 
of their country from Lacediemouian tyranny, was honourable ; and we 
catmot be surprised if they should overlook the foulness of the means, 
asd consider their action more worthy of praise than deserving of exe- 
aaaoa, when we know that, at an age by centuries more advanced and 
nfined, the crime of tyrannicide is sanctioned and defended by the great 
color and philosopher of Rome. The manners of the age, therefore, 
■s well as the urgent necessity of their situation, must plead the excuse 
of the conspirators for the merciless murder of the husband in the pre- 
lance and amid the lamentations of the wife. 

The conspirators having thus disposed of their enemies, and freed 
themselves from all danger of opposition, without any further prepara- 
tion, or any addition of force except the assistance of a few friends 
whom they had liberated from confinement, proclaimed the destruction 
uf **tbe tyrants," and summoned the citizens to assemble in arms. 
They rested their confidence of success upon the general hatred against 
the late government. Night, and the uncertainty of information, pre- 
lented an immediate compliance with the order; but at the break of 
day, the whole inhabitants, horse as well as foot, appeared in arms, 
and ranged themselves on the side of the conspirators. 

The Lacedaemonian governor of the citadel had received the earliest p™itkm at 
intelligence of the revolution, from the proclamation of the night. H« ^'J''^ 
had immediately despatched messengers to Platsa and to Thespia for guibu. 
remfbf cement. But the Theban horse repulsed and routed the detach- 
ment which had marched from Plata* ; and as they re-entered the 
eity, they were joined by the refugees from the border, and by a body 
of Athenian aiixiliariea, to whom intimation of the proceedings had 
been previously communicated. The governor now considered bis 
numbers inadequate to the defence of the citadel ; and the Thebans 
gladly accepted of an offer of capitulation, upon the terms that the 
garrison should be permitted to depart in safety with their arms. Their 
march continued unmolested, till some Thebans, who had been active 
in the late revolution, were seen among the Lacedaemonians, The fury 
of the mob then became ungovernable ; the objects of their hatred were 
dragged from their protection, and they and their children were sacri- 
ficed to the vengeance of their enemies. Such was the revolution at 
Thebes. The means by which it was effected cannot meet with un- 
qualified approbation ; but, if we except that of Athens, under 
Thrssybulus, perhaps there was no Grecian revolution so little stained 
with blood. And we cannot but admire it for the justness of itt 
cause, tha ability and vigour of its plan, and the secrecy and rapidity 
of its execution. 
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That Epameinondas and his friend Pelopidas were among the prin- 
cipal advisers and promoters of the Theban revolution seems to be 
generally admitted by the historians of antiquity. It is impossible, 
however, to ascertain with any certainty the respective shares which 
they took in its accomplishment ; for Xenophoo, the only contemporary 
historian, has left their actions unrecorded, and the doubt which' has, 
on this occasion, been thrown Dpon the authority of Plutarch by the 
best modern historian of Greece, appears to be too well founded to 
permit of the adoption of his account of the transaction, 
openumu As soon as the intelligence of the delivery of Thebes arrived at 
dBm'niui - Lacedaanon, she applied herself with alacrity to support her authority 
•nd »troa and to defend her friends. To allow the Thebans to go unpunished 
would be entirely to relinquish all idea of maintaining that supremacy 
B.C. 387. over the Grecian states which she arrogated to herself, and she ac- 
cordingly resolved to act with vigour. Notwithstanding the season 
was far advanced, it was decreed that an army should immediately 
march into the Theban territories. The command was offered to 
Agesilaus ; but for some reasons, which the historian of his life has been 
either unable or unwilling to explain, he declined the acceptance of it, 
excusing himself on account of his great age, Cleombrotns was the 
next object of their choice : he proceeded immediately towards Thebes, 
by the road of Plateea, and encamped at Cynoacephale. He remained 
in this position for sixteen days, and then withdrew to Thespia. It 
seems not to have been the intention of the Lacedtemonians to ravage 
the territories of Thebes, or to overturn the revolution, but only to 
overawe those who were at the head of affairs, and to afford protection 
to such as were friendly to the Lacedaemonian cause. For this purpose 
it was thought that a small proportion of the army would be sufficient ; 
and a third part of it was, therefore, left under the command of Spho- 
drias. The remainder were reconducted by Cleombrotns to Lacedaanon, 
and there disbanded. But although this expedition was bloodless, it 
was by no means devoid of utility. In Athens, in particular, it pro- 
duced considerable effect Those in that republic who were averse 
to the Theban connexion, and inclined to peace, represented to the 
Athenians that, as they had already seen a Lacedtemonian army pass 
from Peloponnesus into Bteotia, they might expect, if they continued 
their support to their new allies, that Attica itself would next season 
be ravaged. The fears of the fickle multitude were roused by the 
dread of danger so near home ; they passed a resolution that no farther 
opposition should be offered to the Lacedtemonian arms ; and to such 
an extent were they carried by their passions, that of two generals who 
had given their support to the cause of Thebes, one was condemned 
and executed, and the other saved his life by flight 

We have now arrived at that period when Epameinondas appears 
as taking an active part in the concerns of his country. He is repre- 
sented as a man rather retiring from public employment than courting 
it, and as exerting himself in the transactions of Thebes only at those 
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"»w when his services could be eminently useful. At such a crisis 
: W his country now arrived, and she demanded his utmost exertions. 
! It mold be a difficult matter for Thebes to contend against the power 
! rflacedxmon, and Epameinoudas could not hope that she would be 
: long able to maintain her opposition ; but, on the other hand, there 
nre strong reasons to impel him to prefer a state of war to one of 
pace. The Tbebans had already experienced the miseries of Laceda>- 
awan tyranny, and they fully expressed their opinion of it by almost 
■Bumoasly rising in arms in support of the conspirators against the 
Ite government. Many of the Grecian states had displayed their 
jnloiuy of the Lscedtemonisn encroachment, and there was, therefore, 
fxd cause to hope that Thebes would not be long left, unassisted ; 
nd although the Lacedemonians had, beyond all expectation, displayed 
i gnat degree of lenity and moderation in the late measures towards 
tie Tbebans, yet there existed no hopes that peace would come unat- 
teided with the destruction or the banishment of Epameinondas, of 
Pdopidas, and of their friends ; and, in short, of all those who had 
teen instrumental in bringing about the late revolution. The rulers 
of Thebes had no alternative, and, whatever might be their inclination, 
t**v were forced, by the imperative necessity of their situation, vigor- 
only to apply themselves to warlike exertions. 

Fortunately, however, an event soon occurred which again changed Btmwii o 
fa wavering policy of tie Athenians. From the most unaccountable JUJjJUJJ 
cane, so extraordinary, indeed, that it has been ascribed to Theban Th»b™ m 
Wwy, and attributed by Plutarch to the management of Pelopidas, Athcn "- 
Sphodrias, the Lacedajmonian general, quitted his station at Thespia, 
nd marched into Attica, with the professed purpose of taking the 
Poos by surprise. AtThria, indeed, he abandoned his intention and 
"toned to Thespia. But he took no means to conceal the hostility 
cfhis purpose ; and on his march be plundered the houses and drove 
iff the cattle of the Athenians. When intelligence reached Athens 
ttat aii army of Lacedaemonians was marching towards the city, the 
nththuantB were thrown into universal alarm ; and three Lacedaononian 
moisten, who were resident in the place, were immediately arrested 
*d imprisoned. The unfeigned astonishment, however, which they 
dMovered when the news was communicated to them, soon convinced 
Hie Athenians that they were no participators in the designs of the 
Kneral ; and their strong assertions that Sphodrias must have acted 
without the sanction of tine Lacedaemonian government, and that neither 
•w nobility of his connexions nor the eminence of his rank would screen 
W from punishment, soon procured their release. To a certain ex- 
feftt their opinion was confirmed ; for Sphodrias was summoned home, 
■ri criminal proceedings were instituted against him. But on this 
"stsiou, the weak conduct of Ageuilaus in sacrificing public advantage 
to private feeling, gave beginning to a long train of the most disastrous 
"Karences, A friendship of the strictest intimacy subsisted between 
fleoajmus and Archidamus, the sons of Sphodrias and Agesilaus ; 
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and the distress of Archidamus for the father of Cleonymus influenced 
Agesilaus also to take too much interest in his fate, and checked the 
operations of his sounder judgment So conscious was the Spartan 
general of the magnitude of his offence, and so fearful was he of the 
consequences it was likely to bring upon him, that he remained at a 
distance from Lacedaemon. As was usual, however, among the Greeks, 
his trial proceeded in his absence. His friends did not attempt the 
justification of his recent behaviour, but they rested his defence upon 
the merits of his former conduct; and so powerfully had the influence 
of Agesilaus been exerted, that upon these slender grounds alone his 
acquittal was procured. Bat by his acquittal the friendly disposition 
of the Athenians was converted into an active enmity. Those in 
Athens who had supported the Lacedaanoriian interest, could no longer 
oppose the influence of the Theban party, who insisted that it was now 
apparent, from the decision of the Spartan senate, that the treacherous 
designs of Sphodrias against the Pineus had been previously arranged 
by the Lacedaemonian government ; and that unstable multitude, which 
had so lately sacrificed two generals for their support of Thebes, rushed 
with the same ardour and impetuosity into a war with Lacedaanon. 

Agesilaus could now no longer refuse his services to his country, 
and he yielded to the public voice by assuming the command. The 
difficulty of passing from Peloponnesus into Bceotia had been increased 
by the hostile disposition of the Athenians ; but Agesilaus provided 
against the danger by securing the assistance of some Cleitorian mer- 
cenaries, and he arrived in the Theban territory without encountering 
opposition. The Thebans had already fortified their frontier, as the 
best means of protecting their territory : but their numbers were so 
inferior to those of the enemy, and so inadequate to the defence of a 
long line of fortifications, that many parts necessarily remained open 
to an unopposed attack. Chabrias headed the Athenians, and by his 
consummate skill he was able to evade a general action. Agesilaus, 
however, accomplished what was the general object of a Grecian cam- 
paign: he broke through the Theban lines, penetrated to the city 
walls, burnt and destroyed them, and plundered the inhabitants. 
Withdrawing then his forces into Peloponnesus, he dismissed them, 
after leaving under the command of Phrabidas a force sufficient to 
protect the friends of Lacedsemon in Northern Greece. 

In spring the Peloponnesian army was again forced to assemble on 
account of the defeat and the death of Phaebidas, and the complete 
success of the Theban arms. In their wars with Athena, the Lace- 
daemonians had been taught the use and the advantage of light in- 
fantry ; and this, more than any other circumstance, had given Phcebidas 
an advantage over the Thebans, who valued themselves upon their 
heavy-armed phalanx, and disdained desultory warfare. The continual 
predatory incursions which he made into their territories, roused at 
length the activity of the Thebans, and compelled them to collect their 
whole forces in order to oppose arid repress his destructi?e operations. 
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Taecpi*; was invaded ; but Phcebidaa, avoiding a general action, so 

■■wed with his light troops the flanks and rear of the Theban 

bees, that the whole were thrown into contusion, and they retreated 

rah precipitation and in disorder. A deep glen impeded their pro- 

bhs, and they were again forced into action, Phcebidas fell in the 

racoonter ; the mercenaries, discouraged by the death of their general, 

Knok themselves to flight; and the Lacedemonians, unable to with- 

mi the firm and spirited attack of the Theban phalanx, were com 

pfaely overpowered. So complete was the victory on the side of the 

Thebans, that night alone put an end to the slaughter of their enemies. 

b consequence of this success, the Thebans became entire masters of 

fa country ; instead of having 

■eir own territories ravaged, 

■ey committed ravages upon 

tmse of their neighbours ; and 

fay so dismayed their enemies ! 

Jnd encouraged their friends, that 

the adherents of the Lacedce- 

mroians were daily deserting to 

fair side. It was the intelli- ci- of Theb-. 

sace of these occurrences that had hastened the return of Agesilaus 

Mo Bceotia ; and a similar, but more extended ravage of the BceoUan 

Writory than on the former occasion, was the event of the expe- 

irhai 

This continued warfare had reduced Thebes to the utmost extre- a*™ of 
•uty of distress ; for two years she had neither gathered any harvest Tll * bK 
fan her fields, nor had she been able to obtain supplies from the 
■eghbooring states, who were all connected in alliance with Lacedse- 
naon. Before, however, the Theban rulers would mate any concession, 
fay were determined to do all in their power to procure supplies by 
sa. Their triremes were accordingly prepared for commissioners, 
who were furnished with money for the purpose of purchasing at 
Oreus in Eubcea, the inhabitants of that part being known to be 
friendly in their disposition towards the Thebans. For greater security, 
die commissioners directed their course to Pagaste, on the opposite 
coast of Thessaly, in order that they might the more effectually elude 
the vigilance of the LacecUemonian garrison in the citadel of Oreus. 
Bat die governor had received intelligence of the expedition ; and 
■flowing the Thebans to load their vessels without molestation, he 
airted for their return, and seized the ships at such a distance from 
fa snore that the crews were prevented from making their escape. 
But this result, apparently so fortunate for the Lacedaemonians, was 
etentoaily more serviceable to the cause of the Thebans, than if their 
naps had been permitted to return in safety to Thebes : for the prisoners 
teing carried to the citadel of Oreos, they found themselves so superior 
n number and in strength to their conquerors, that they rose in arms 
upon the garrison. Eubcea being thus relieved from the control of the 
[h, g.] a 
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Lacedaemonians, was at full liberty to display, without restraint, hei 
friendly intentions towards Thebes; and she continued for the re- 
mainder of the autumn, and during the ensuing winter, most abund- 
antly to supply that city with com. 
Nam The next spring, an unsuccessful attempt of Cleombrotus, on whom in 

^j£££* the illness of Agesilaus the command had again devolved, to pass from 
'ram Peloponnesus into Baeotia, called forth from the congress of the Lacedte- 

' moiuan confederacy expressions of much impatience and discontent. The 
* ' citizens of the confederated sta tea had now for a long time been subjected 

to calls for foreign service, and nothing permanent or important had yet 
been acomplished. The Lacedaemonians possessed a navy greatly supe- 
rior to that of the enemy, but it was laid up unemployed. Why, they 
asked, had it not been used for the purpose of transporting the forces 
into BcEotia, when it was so evident that by such a plan all risk of 
defeat, similar to that which had lately occurred in an attempt to force 
the passes, would have been completely avoided? Why, by the em- 
ployment of it, had Athens not been reduced to famine, when it was 
so well known that she was solely dependent upon her ships for the 
greater part of her subsistence ? These remonstrances produced instant 
effect. A fleet of sixty triremes was immediately equipped, placed 
under the command of Pollis, and finally stationed at JDgina, Ceos, 
and Andros. Nor had the effect which it was to produce been mis- 
calculated. Fear of the Lacedaanonian fleet detained the corn ships 
bound for Athens, at Gereestus in Eubota, a port which they usually 
made ; and the Athenians began to be alarmed by the apprehension 
of want But their fears were quickly dispelled. An Athenian fleet 
was placed under the command of Chabrias, who met and defeated 
Pollis, near Naxos, In the mean time, the preparations of the Lacedae- 
monians to transport an army across the Corinthian gulf, had been 
conducted with alacrity ; but these alarming preparations were rapidly 
checked by the exertions of the Athenians. A fleet of sixty triremes, 
under the command of Timotheus, the son of Conon, was sent to cir- 
cumnavigate Peloponnesus ; and it was so effectual in overawing the 
coasts, that it was considered unnecessary that the troops should 
remain at home to defend their respective territories. As soon as the 
safety of Breotia had been thus insured, Timotheus sailed for Corcyra; 
and he was in a short time enabled, by the assistance of a friendly 
party, to bring the whole island into an alliance with Athens. The 
moderation and liberality of his conduct attached the inhabitants com- 
pletely to himself and to the Athenian cause. Five and sixty triremes, 
under the command of Nicolochus, were despatched by Lacediemon to 
check the alarming influence of the Athenians in the western seas ; 
but the rash admiral, either foolishly despising the Athenians, or 
thoughtlessly disregarding the small difference of five triremes, scorned 
to wait for a reinforcement which was expected from Ambracia, and 
risking an engagement was defeated. A subsequent addition of v-n 
Corcyrean vessels to the Athenian squadron checked the temerity even 
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of Nicolocbus, and the Athenians retained their conquest and con- 
lofthes. 



These successes of her Athenian allies by sea, placed Thebes in the Pn»»niy 
most prosperous situation. Her Peloponnesian enemies bad been ^ d .^^ 
deterred and prevented from invading her small but fruitful territory ; Ph™. 
concord and wisdom existed in, and goided her councils at home, and 
she had not only enjoyed efficient leisure to enable her to extend hei 
power over the whole Boeotian towns, the long-cherished and favourite 
object of her wishes, bnt she had acquired such confidence that she had 
carried her arms into Phocis. The destructive ravages which the in- 
vading troops committed threw the Phocians into dismay ; they imme- 
diately despatched ministers to assure the Lacedaemonians that Phocis 
mnst be completely lost as the ally of Lacedcemon, unless she received the 
most speedy assistance. These representations produced so strong an 
impression that it was resolved by Lacectemon to send into Bceotia a 
larger army than any that had, as yet, entered that territory. Age- 
sifatus was still too ill to conduct the Lacedaemonian forces, and Cleom- 
bmttzs was again placed in command. The Thebans on the arrival of 
the enemy in their territories, withdrew their troops from Phocis, and 
placing themselves in a position to defend the strong posts of their 
borders, displayed a determination of the most resolute defence. 

In the midst of these prosperous events, Thebes was again thrown 
into a temporary alarm, by the secession of the fickle Athenians from 
the alliance which they had formed. The Thebans had, probably from 
inability, refused to contribute to the support of the Athenian fleet; 
and those in Athens, who were inclined towards peace, seized the 
fa vo ur able opportunity which this occurrence afforded to enforce upon 
the Athenian people the advantages which they would derive from a 
termination of hostilities with Lacedsmoo. As both parties were 
■qnally inclined to treat, there were few preliminaries to settle, and a 
peace was speedily concluded. 

Lacedsmon had, however, hardly entered into these amicable ar- 
rangements with Athens, before she began to repent of her hurried 
rnorementH. She had been always jealous of the influence of Athens 
in the western seas ; and she looked with suspicion upon the authority 
vhkh that state had lately acquired in Corcyra. An opportunity of a 
breach rood presented itself. Timotheus returning home with his 
victorious fleet, set some Zacynthian exiles ashore on their native 
island* : the Zacynthians in power complained to the Lacedemonians ; 
mi the Lacedaemonian government declared it to be an injur)' which 
ailed for immediate redress. A requisition to supply ships and forces 
was instantly despatched by Lacedsmon to all her maritime allies, 
md so violent were her hostile intentions that she did not neglect to 
tme the assistar.ee even of Dionysius of Syracuse. War was not 
openly declared against Athens, but a fleet of sixty trirei 
coUeeted and placed under the command of Mnastppus, u 
instructed " to take care of the Lacedasnonian interests in the 
a2 
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seas, and to reduce Corcyra." The Athenians were so little conscious 
of offence, that they had dispersed their ships and disbanded their 
crews. As soon, however, as the warlike dispositions of Lacedeemon 
became known, they despatched for the protection of Corcyra three 
hundred targeteers, who entered the island by night, and orders were 
given to Timotheus to collect a naval force with all possible rapidity. 
The event of some of the recent engagements had taught Timothens 
the danger which he would have to encounter if he ventured out with- 
out a sufficient force ; and as his cautious anxiety made his motions 
too slow for the national eagerness, he was deprived of his command, 
and supplanted by Iphicrates. Before Iphicrates, however, arrived off 
Corcyra, Mnasippus had been already defeated. At first he had been 
successful, and had reduced the Corcyreans to such a state of famine, 
that although he had caused it to be proclaimed that he would sell as 
slaves any deserters who should come over to him, the inhabitants 
still continued to desert. But with his success his caution forsook 
him. He allowed his troops an unlimited licence of plunder, and they 
at last became so disorderly, that, not only his men, but even some of 
his officers, refused his command. The Corcyreans taking advantage 
of this circumstance made a sally upon their enemies; and although 
they were repulsed and driven back to their town, they were so ably 
supported by Stesicles, the Athenian general, that they renewed the 
assault, and were finally successful in putting the Lacedemonian army 
to flight Mnasippus was killed, fighting bravely at the head of a 
small party, who continued to support him. The remainder of the 
besiegers withdrew to Leucas ; and so precipitately did they fly, that 
they left behind them a large store of com and wine, equal to supply 
the immediate wants of the Corcyreans, and a body of slaves sufficient 
to repair the loss which had been occasioned by desertion and by 
famine. Iphicrates arrived too late to support the interests of the 
Corcyreans ; but he made himself master of nine out of ten triremes, 
which had been sent by Dionysius to assist the Lacedffimomans. 
TViuny of Thebes, now freed from all apprehension of danger, began to display 
T * 1,b "- that tyrannical conduct which is so usual a concomitant of prosperity. 
Her designs were no longer directed against the autocratical party 
alone ; but even those who favoured democratical views felt the op- 
pression of her conduct. In particular the people of Thespise sod 
Placea, who had uniformly shown themselves tile inveterate opponents 
of Lacediemonian usurpations, became the objects of her displeasure 
and were driven from their country. This conduct of the able leaders 
of the council of Thebes has been left unexplained by ancient writers ; 
but if, in the absence of such authority, a conjecture may be hazarded, 
it is probable that the Platvans and Thespians had not displayed that 
willingness to accede to the dominion of Thebes over the Bceouao 
cities, which it was so much the favourite object of that republic to 
promote. The situation of the exiles from these small states was 
■». highly deplorable. They had long been the avowed enemies of !**■ 
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drawn, and they had lately Buffered severely from her resentment; 
od, although they had been the constant supporters of the derao- 
mn'cal party, and had been formerly connected by habits of friendship 
with Athens, yet Athens was now the ally and the vigorous supporter 
of Thebes. There was, therefore, no quarter to which they could 
•pply for the redress of their wrongs with any probable prospect of 
access. But, in the desperate situation of their aflairs, it was necessary 
fan they should attempt something for their preservation ; and, in 
the faint hope that the remembrance of the former amity might incline 
the Athenians to listen to their petition, they despatched ministers to 
Athens. 

The representations of the Thespian and Platean exiles created a The 
ouch more lively interest at Athens than their most sanguine expect- jjJJUS" 
toons could have led them to imagine. The Athenian people had ™nny to 
thtady begun to long for peace ; for, although the prosperous condition l *■ 
of their naval affairs entitled them to look forward to success, as a cir- 
cumstance that was almost certain, and not far distant, yet the long 
continuance of the war and the support of their ships had nearly ex- 
hnsted their treasury ; and if they had, at one time, entertained a 
Veil-grounded fear of the encroachments of the Lacedaemonians, they 
W now equal, if not greater, cause to be jealous of the increasing 
prosperity of Thebes, which was a nearer neighbour than Lacedtemon, 
ad ought, consequently, become a much more inconvenient enemy. 
Thus the private considerations of self-interest, strongly called into 
tenon by die appeal of the people of Thespiej and Platai, turned the 
thoughts of the Athenians from hostile measures, and induced them to 
form the resolution of endeavouring to promote a general peace. For 
the purpose of effecting this desirable object, it was decreed that an 
antwsy should be sent to the Lacedtemonians to concert measures 
for summoning a congress of the different states of Greece, and mes- 
»ugerg were in the mean time directed to Thebes to acquaint the 
pwple of that city with the measures which had been adopted at 
Athena, and to endeavour to obtain their o 



The congress assembled at the requisition of Athens, met at Lace- Conp™ 
demon, and the Athenian ministers were the first to address it. They L " cf 



enlarged upon the benefits which would have accrued to Greece, if the 
Lacedaemonians had preserved inviolate the peace of Antalcidas, in so 
far as regarded those terms of it, which covenanted for the independ- 
ence of every Grecian state ; and if they had not exacted from all those 
over whom they possessed or acquired power, the promise that they 
would follow the Laoedsmonians wherever they should lead ; and they 
concluded by insisting upon the independence of each state as an indis- 
pensable requisite to any peace that should now be arranged. If the 
Athenians had reason in the prosperous state of their affairs to wish 
to procure peace, the adverse fortune of the Lacedremonians deprived 
them of the least inclination to object to terms, which were indeed 
more just and reasonable, bnt to which a short period before in the 
plenitude of their power they would not have listened for a moment. 
The rest of the members of the congress had no cause to refuse their 
concurrence. It was agreed, therefore, that a peace should be con- 
cluded, in which it should be stipulated that every state should be 
independent; that the Lawdisinonians should withdraw from all the 
Grecian cities under their power those governors who, under the name 
of harmosts, controlled the operations and overawed the deliberations 
of the citizens; that the armies of the belligerent powers should be 
i disbanded, and their fleets laid up ; that, if any state were injured by 
any power, a member of the confederacy, the other friendly powers 
should immediately coalesce and redress the wrongs of the injured 
party; and that neither the Lacedemonian nor any other community 
should attempt to force any independent state to join in hostilities 
against those with whom they were united by ties of amity and friend- 
ship. The whole congress, and perhaps the deputies of Thebes, more 
than those of the other Grecian powers, were surprised and astonished 
at the facility with which Lacedmmon acceded to the terms proposed ; 
and this surprise, joined to the general satisfaction which pervaded the 
assembly, led them incautiously into a concurrence which either their 
instructions did not warrant, or more probably their inclinations did 
not approve. On the ensuing day, however, they endeavoured to 
remedy their error, and for this purpose they took advantage of an 
informality into which, as they alleged, they had been unconsciously 
and unintentionally betrayed. The ministers of the Athenians and 
those of their allies had each acceded to the treaty in the name of their 
respective governments ; while the Lacedaemonians had taken the oath, 
as well for their allies as for themselves. It was in the name of Thebes 
alone that the Theban deputies had sworn to the faithful observance of 
the peace ; and the error which, as they asserted, had on their port 
been committed, was that they had not taken the oath on behalf of 
[he whole Boeotian cities ; and they now insisted that they should be 
permitted to rectify their mistake. This device produced the desired 
effect ; for Agesilaus declared, on the part of the Spartans, that he 
would not allow of the proposed alteration, but that the Thebans were 
at liberty, if they should think proper, entirely to renounce the treaty. 
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The Thebans persisted in this determination, and Thebes stood alone 
opposed to the united power of the whole of Greece. 

Such is the account of the transactions of the Grecian congress, as DiKra]xnc<« 
narrated by Xenophon, who neither mentions the names of the Theban f^™ k ""' 
deputies, nor records any particular address that they delivered before Hkwciuu. 
the assembly. The account of later writers is considerably different. 
Diodorus, Nepoe, and' Plutarch, concur in placing Epameinondas at 
the bead of the Theban deputation ; and Plutarch has farther related 
a speech of Epamdnondas, inveighing against the Lacedtemonians, 
and which, he observes, produced the effect of shaking the attachment 
of their allies. In this discordance of authority, it seems best again 
to adopt a middle course, and to give credence only to such parts of 
the account transmitted by Plutarch, as are either not at variance with 
the contemporary, and consequently higher authority of Xenophon, or 
which, being altogether omitted by Xenophon, appear not of impro- 
bable occurrence. That Thebes should make choice of Epameinondas, 
the most able of her counsellors, to attend to her interests at an 
assembly in whose deliberations she was highly interested, and by 
whose resolutions she might be deeply affected, is such an event as 
we should most naturally expect On the contrary, we feel inclined 
entirely to reject that oration which is attributed to Epameinondas, 
not on the ground that the attachment of allies is weakened " com- 
monly by private communication rather than by public harangue,'' for 
the history of Greece contains numerous instances of similar effects 
having been produced by a bold and spirited address; but, for the 
reason that the account of Plutarch is at complete variance with that of 
Xenophon. This author narrates that when the Thebans refused to 
secede to the treaty unless the alterations which they proposed were 
adopted, the Athenians considered Thebes as lost ; and the Theban 
ministers themselves reflecting on the imminence of the danger which 
threatened their country from the combined opposition of Greece, de- 
parted in much dejection. 

On the part of the Lacedsanomans and Athenians, the terms of the 
treaty were most punctually executed ; the Athenians ordered Iphi- 
ctates to return home with his victorious fleet ; and the Lacedtemonians 
recalled her military rulers from the cities which they governed, and 
withdrew her troops from the territories of her allies. The army in 
Pbocis, under the command of Cleombrotns, was alone left without 
orders ; and that general, equally fearful of offending, aa well by inac- 
tivity as by action, despatched messengers to Lacedasmon for instruc- 
tions. A meeting of the assembly was summoned, and the result of 
their deliberations was, that the king received immediate orders to 
prosecute hostilities, if Thebes would not acknowledge the independ- 
ence of the BceotisD towns, 

Epameinondas and Pelopidas had already declared with firmness Renewal. D f 
their determination not to accede to the treaty, except upon the con- ^JJJJJ, 
ditiooa that they had specified -, and their resolution was too strong, 7**j?* ""' 
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b.c. 371. and it was founded upon reasons too solid to be shaken by the hostile 
measures of the Lacedaemonians. The conduct of that people which 
followed the peace of Persia had given them sufficient experience to 
make them distrust the sincerity with which Lacedsanon was inclined 
to observe the terms of treaties ; and to relinquish their dominion over 
the cities of Boeotia, would be to weaken their powers of defence. 
Thebes, indeed, stood alone in the contest, not merely unsupported by 
any Grecian state, but opposed apparently to the whole of Greece ; 
but she had sufficient grounds on which to found her hopes of ulti- 
mate success, as well from the excellent condition of her own country, 
as from the distracted and discordant state of those republics that con- 
stituted the confederacy that opposed her. The Thebans, it is true, 
bad lor ages been so notorious for the slowness of their abilities, that 
notwithstanding that the splendid genius of Pindar bad, in some 
degree, lessened the opprobrium, the name of Boeotian continued to be 
throughout Greece a proverbial expression to denote stupidity; hot, 
at the same time that their mental energies had been despised, they 
had been long universally admired for their bodily strength and firm- 
ness. Since the death of Pindar, no poet, no orator, no historian, no 
man of genius in any department of literature or of science, had arisen 
piiytinj ud in Thebes to repel and refute the calumny with which they were 
"ii^i^i of assailed, and the Thebans had long neglected the pursuit of mental 
the TieUni. excellence ; but of those exercises which are in a peculiar manner re- 
quisite to fit a people for warlike exertions and martial achievements, 
they had not been negligent And at the period of which we are now 
treating, they were eminently famous for the peculiar care with which 
they cultivated, and for the dexterity and skill with which they per- 
formed, the gymnastic exercises; for the superior condition of their 
cavalry, both in arms and in exercise ; and equally for the variety, as 
for the excellence of the modes in which they ordered and arranged 
their troops in battle. With such a people there were only wanting, 
in order to insure their present success and their future feme, a general 
of talents and skill to lead and direct their operations, and that emula- 
tion of superiority, and that enthusiasm and ardour in the cause in 
which they were engaged, without which, it may be truly said, no 
army was ever successful. In Eparaeinondas and in Pelopidas the 
first requisite was ably supplied ; for those generals were men of such 
talent, intrepidity, and experience, that if they had not surpassed, they 
had shown themselves fully equal to any of those great characters, 
who conducted the councils and led the armies of the other states of 
Greece. In the latter respect, the late events in which they had been 
engaged had powerfully operated in rousing among the Thebans a 
spirit which they had not formerly possessed, or which till now had 
lain dormant in consequence of the waut of sufficient excitation. They 
had spurned the oppression of Sparta, and in desperation had thrown 
off the yoke of their oppressors : in defensive war success had, as yet, 
crowned their endeavours ; and the former disturbed state of their 
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rauntiy bad bound many of them by the strictest ties and the closest 
engagements to live and to die in the defence of their national inde- 
pendence. All these circumstances combined to give such energy and 
■etirity to their measures, that it might be said without exaggeration, 
that the Thebans now sighed as much for the uncertain glory of war, 
b tbey had formerly longed ibr the ease and security of peace. 

On the other hand, the condition of Greece in general, and of Lace- 
tenon in particular, encouraged the opposition of Thebes. By the SJw' 
r otraordinary regulations of Lvcnrgus, .Sparta had bees enabled, so 
long as she continued with strictness to adhere to those regulations, 
Id gain for herself the fame, of being the most virtuous and the most 
nriike of the republics of ancient Greece ; but those regulations 
*ere evidently of such a kind, they were so connected together and 
interwoven with one another, that it was impossible partially to receive 
•nd partially to reject them. While the Spartans, therefore, continued 
Id remain a poor but independent nation, and strictly to follow the 
maxim of avoiding war, except in bo far as it was necessary for the 
defence and preservation of their territories, she continued to preserve 
ha eminence ; but, when she was seized with the desire of wealth, 
■ad the ambition of foreign conquest, she ought either to have adopted 
*n entirely new system of policy, or, at least, to have remitted that 
institution of her ancient lawgiver, which checked commercial inter- 
course, and forbade the communication of the rights of citizenship to 
every stranger whatever might be his merits or his claims. Bat, with 
the success of the Spartans, their pretensions had increased ; and they 
w only spumed at the idea of conferring equality of rights upon the 
federal states of Peloponnesus, but they had withdrawn even from 
the Lacedsmonians their just share in the government, and had con- 
fined and limited all exercise of power and authority to the senate and 
to the people of Sparta. By such conduct, and by conduct similar to 
this, the Spartans had detached many of those, who were now asso- 
ciated with them in appearance, from any sincere concurrence in their 
operations, and from that cordiality in their interests, which a more 
liberal policy would have insured. The Theban leaders were well 
acquainted with these sentiments of dissatisfaction, which were diffused 
through the confederated states, and knew that many of them, and 
■bat Athena, in particular, would rather rejoice at than deplore the 
depression of Sparta, and would more willingly assert than control 
■he endeavour of any state opposed to that commonwealth. Tbey had 
even grounds for believing, that this spirit of discord pervaded the army 
in fiawtia ; and they knew that there were many who had little con- 
fidence in the abilities and zeal of Cleombrotus. Epameinondas had, 
therefore, no cause to be displeased with the force or the disposition of 
Thebes ; be had no powerful danger to dread from the enmity of a con- 
federacy, more nominal than real ; but, on the contrary, he entertained, 
from these complex reasons, well-founded hopes of the ultimate success 
of that opposition to Greece, in which he had involved his country. 
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In order to lose do opportunity of defence, the Theban troops were 
marched to occupy that defile, by which it was supposed that the 
Lacedaemonians would enter their territories. But Cleombrotus, in- 
stead of proceeding by a direct line into Bosotia, led his army by 
a circuitous route towards the south, and after taking Creusis, a port 
in the gulf of Corinth, with twelve triremes, which were lying in the 
harbour, he proceeded without opposition, and encamped in the plain 
of Leuctra. 

The Lacedaemonian army has been estimated at four and twenty 
thousand foot, and sixteen thousand horse ; the Theban forces did Dot 
' amount to the half of this number. When the Thebana, then, had 
been disappointed in their expectation of opposing their enemies in 
the fastnesses which conducted to their territories, where they might 
have possessed the advantage of superiority of ground, to counter- 
balance the inferiority of number, they had nothing to hope for bnt a 
recurrence of all those calamities, which had been heaped upon their 
unhappy country by the late expedition of Agesilans. Bat, notwith- 
standing that the disadvantages under which he laboured were great, 
E pam ei noil das was determined to risk the event of a battle. The 
towns of Bceotia were held in subjection by a very precarious authority ; 
many of them were ready, on the first appearance of hostilities, to open 
their gates to the enemy ; and the rest were not only prepared to 
revolt upon the slightest success of the Lacedaemonian arms, but it 
was not improbable that even the Thebana would, if hostilities were 
protracted for any length of time, discover a disposition to yield, 
rather than submit to suffer the miseries to which want would expose 
them. With what feelings soever Epameinondas may have been 
agitated, or how forlorn soever be may have conceived his situation, 
he was, in these circumstances, determined to exert every nerve in the 
defence of his country, and to omit no expedient which could by 
possibility tend to animate and encourage his troops; and it would 
have been unpardonable in him to have neglected any device, by 
which his success could be in the smallest degree promoted. The aid 
of superstition, that powerful incentive to the minds of the tower 
orders of all countries, but particularly to the imaginative Greeks, was 
not forgotten. The little village of Leuctra, which was situated is 
the plain of the same name, where the Lacedaemonians were assembled, 
was, as yet, famous for nothing but the tomb of two virgins, the 
daughters of Scedagus, who, in the remote ages of Greece, bad been 
violated by some Spartan youths, and had at once terminated their 
existence and their disgrace by a voluntary death. The antiquity of 
the event had not eflaced its remembrance ; a popular rumour that " * 
Lacedemonian army should be defeated at the virgins' tomb," was 
industriously circulated ; and the tomb itself, to augment the effect 
which such a rumour was likely to produce, was solemnly and ceremo- 
niously decorated. In addition to this, it was reported that all the 
temples in Thebes had spontaneously opened, and that the priestesses 
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W interpreted the event as ominous of the success of the Thebans j 
ad that the shield in the temple of Hercules, the tutelar deity of 
Thebes, had disappeared, and that the god himself was to assist the 
Tbebans in the ensuing battle. 



Tbe infantry of the enemy was drawn up in the form of a crescent, Fontiimi-f 
it fevomite order of the Lacedemonians. Along the front of tbe ^^^, 
r#i wing, which was commanded by Cleombrotus, the cavalry was r°«*. 
ntftd in squadrons; and the left wing was composed of the allies, 
»d headed by Archidamtis. The Theban cavalry, it has already been 
HEBtiooed, were the most famous in Greece, well equipped, well 
'rained, and from the late wars experienced in service. Calculating 
"{<« tbe impression which these troops would make upon the Lacedae- 
monian horse, which were tbe worst troops in the Lacediemoman 
service, Epameinondas placed them in the van of his left wing, which 
be commanded himself, and which he drew up fifty deep ; the more 
wctnally to take advantage of the disorder, into which it was proba- 
* that the infantry of the enemy would be thrown, by the retreat of 
^*" own horse. Pelopidas, and the sacred band, that body whose 
Members bad bound themselves rather to die in (he defence of their 
<nmtry, than live under its subjection, occupied the extremity of the 
"Khan right wing. To prevent his troops from being encompassed 
J}' the arms of the long-extended crescent of the Lacedaemonians, 
Eiwieitiondas lengthened, as much as he could with safety, his right 
*^g; leaving it in some parts not more than six deep; and ordering 
£ia*n oblique line, so that as they weakened, they gradually receded 
° an the army of the enemy. 

The battle commenced with the cavalry, and proved, in its con- 
jy*uice, the most bloody action ever known in Greece, or between 
ln *QaBs. The Lacedaemonian horse were unable to withstand the 
•dl-directed attack of the Thebans, and were quickly broken, thrown 
°» confusion, and forced back upon their own infantry. The con- 
Mjnent disorder which ensued in the Lacedaemonian line, afforded 
a an opportunity of performing one of those evolutions 



92 EPAMEINOSDiS. 

which are generally decisive of the fete of battles. Conceiving tb»i 
the Lacedaemonians would, when they had sufficiently recoveries 
themselves, renew the attack upon his right wing, which appeared 
from its oblique position, ready for flight, he formed the least uumerora. 
but the best and most able division of his army into a compact wedg 
with spreading sides. He was not deceived in the expectation while 
he had formed, the Lacedaemonians, whenever they had rallied, directed 
their attempts against the Theban right wing. Their onset wa 
crowned with a momentary success ; but Epameinondas immediate!; 
seizing the advantage which this occurrence afforded him, rustic* 
forward with his phalanx, and darting, says Xenophon, like the beal 
of a galley upon the Lacedaemonians, swept everything before him, aw 
was uninterrupted in his course till he reached that part of the field ii 
which Cleombrotus held his station. The Lacedtemonians rallied iz 
defence of their king ; but although they were fortunate enougi 
ultimately to repel the desperate assault of their enemies, they wen 
not able to preserve the life of their leader, who received a mortal 
wound, and was carried lifeless from the field of battle. When the 
death of their king became generally known, dismay spread over the 
Lacedaemonian army. This feeling was but temporary ; anger, rage, and 
despair soon fired every Lacedaemonian bosom, and animated every 
action ; and the contest was renewed with redoubled vigour between 
the right wing of the enemy and the phalanx of Epameinondas. But 
the Lacedaemonian left wing composed of the allies, who had never 
heartily engaged in the action, took advantage of the confusion occa- 
Defrnt of the sioned by the death of Cleombrotus, and fled in every direction. The 
I f""| _mo " Lacedeemonians then no longer able to support alone the firm and 
steady attack of the Thebans, retreated to their camp, and formed 
behind its entrenchments. Epameinondas was thus checked in the 
pursuit of his enemies; for the elevated site of the camp, and the 
apparent strength with which it was fortified, afforded no expectation 
of further success. On the side of the Lacedemonians the loss was 
great ; and Decnon, the polemarch, who was next in command to the 
king, Sphodrias, and his son Cleonymna, were among the number of 
the slain. 

The Lacedaemonians had now sufficient time to recover themselves, 
and leisure to reflect on their defeat; and they looked with mixed 
feelings of horror and sorrow upon the disgrace which they had 
incurred. It was the first time since the days of Lycurgus, it was 
believed, that a Lacedaemonian army had been vanquished by an 
inferior force ; and, at all events, so rare was the occurrence, that 
it was universally believed to be impossible. A council of war was 
summoned to consider of the measures which ought to be adopted. 
A few, and but a few, whom the courageous spirit of their ancestors 
had not deserted, declared their willingness to die, rather than to 
survive their disgrace, and expressed it as their opinion, that the 
Lacedaemonians ought not even now to yield. It was true, they 
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•beared, that they had been greatly reduced, bat their numbers still 
hi exceeded those of the enemy ; there was therefore yet a hope of 
victory, and it was unfitting that the Lacedaemonians should crave a 
trace for the burial of their dead, which would amount to an acknow- 
ledgment that they were discomfited; but that, on the contrary, both 
(be dignity and the honour of Lacedtemon, and the ancient glory 
of her name, required that they should return to the field and recover 
their dead by their own valour and by the force of arms. But this 
bold and spirited measure was rejected by the cautious prudence of 
the majority of the council. When the surviving polemarchs reflected 
that of seven hundred Spartans, who had, on the commencement 
of the day, formed part of the army, only three hundred had returned 
sue from the field of action ; that a thousand of those Lacedtemonians, 
who were not dignified with the name, nor entitled to the privileges 
of Spartans, had fallen in the battle ; and that the allies, although 
their loss had been comparatively less, were not only unwilling, but 
had actually refused to renew the combat, and rather discovered 
pleasure at the disasters of the Lacedaemonians, than condoled with 
their misfortunes, they were compelled to submit to the necessity of 
their affairs, and to admit, how reluctantly soever, that they bad 
sustained a complete defeat, and that Epameinondas and his Thenars 
were the victors of the day. A herald was accordingly despatched by 
me Lacedemonians to demand a truce, and to request permission of 
the Thebana to bury their dead. Thus terminated the battle of 
Lenctra, the most memorable, perhaps, in the annals of ancient Greece ; 
the most bloody in its engagement, and the most fatal in its catastrophe : 
and, in its consequences, the most important ; for, by it, Lacedavmon 
was first seriously checked in the tyranny of her coarse : the charm of 
ber invincibility, by which her allies bad been preserved in their 
allegiance, was broken; and if we look still farther, we may consider 
it as the primary and leading cause of the dissolution of that con- 
federacy, by which Greece had been enabled to maintain so paramount 
■ pre-eminence among the nations of the ancient world, and by the 
dissolution of which she finally became the subject of those, whom 
she had always styled and regarded as barbarians. 

The messengers who conveyed the melancholy news of the victory Effect .hie 
of the Thebans, reached Sparta at that moment when the inhabitants *, utnVo 
were engaged in the celebration of the national games. The chorus of Le °[*£j 
men were on the stage, when they delivered their despatches to the Ipun. 
Ephors. Without discovering any emotion at the intelligence com- 
municated to them, they proclaimed aloud the names of those who 
bad Men in the plain of Lenctra, admonished the women to refrain 
from useless lamentations, and commanded the festival to proceed. 
On the morrow, the same real or affected apathy, and the same pecu- 
liarity of conduct, which was the natural result of the institutions of 
Ljcurgus, were visible in the behaviour, in the manner, and in the 
disss of every citizen. The stern legislator of Sparta had left but 
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one alternative to that Spartan whom ignoble flight bad carried from 
the field of battle: he might either retire into banishment, ex- 
posed to all the hardships and all the contumely to which the 
animosity of offended tribes would expose him ; or, he might remain, 
at home, excluded from the public assemblies, incapacitated from 
holding any office of honour or of power, and driven almost out of the 
pale of society. The relations of those who had fallen in the cause of 
their country, appeared in public with countenances beaming with joy, 
and every action expressed the pride which they felt, and their 
unfeigned satisfaction, at the conduct of their kinsmen who had yielded 
up the victory only with their lives. On the other hand, the friends 
of the vanquished, who had preferred a disgraceful existence to a 
glorious death, either remained at home, or if they were, through 
necessity, obliged to walk abroad, their looks were downcast and 
dejected, their garments disordered and rent, their steps slow and 
melancholy, their whole appearance indicative of the most deep and 
contrite sorrow. But, for once, the denunciation of that sentence of 
perpetual ignominy, which the extreme rigour of the Spartan laws 
ordained, and which was expected with so much humility and resigna- 
tion, was suspended by Agesilaus, The criminals were numerous, 
and many of mem of high rank and noble extraction; and Sparta, in 
her depopulated state, could not well afford to sacrifice three hundred 
of her citizens, in vindication of the honour of the laws. The Lacedte 
monians omitted not, however, any exertion which could contribute to 
efface the dishonour which they had incurred ; they placed under the 
command of Archidamus all capable of bearing arms, even of those in 
office who had been, on the former occasion, exempted from marching 
under Cleombrotus; and they hastened requisitions to the several 
allies, to furnish, with the utmost expedition, their respective con- 
tingents of troops. 
Eir«tn«hich Among most of the other states of Greece, the news of the battle 
SmSS! 1 "' 1 ' °^ L euc,ra ^aade that impression on which Epameinondas had calcu- 
pmdwBtUi lated. They rejoiced at the success of the Thebans, they were 
"*"*■ delighted that a power had arisen, of strength sufficient to curb the 
imperiousness of Sparta; and, whilst the more powerful indulged the 
expectation of revenging their injuries upon the haughty senators, 
those of less strength and feebler exertions looked forward with the 
most sanguine hopes to the immediate prospect, which the success of 
Thebes afforded them, of throwing off the dominion, and being freed 
from the heavy exactions to which they had been for so long subjected. 
It was in Athens alone, that the defeat of the Lacedaemonians was 
heard without demonstrations of joy. Immediately subsequent to the 
battle, the Thebans had despatched ministers to that city, with the 
view, the more certainly to insure, by the promptness of the commu- 
nication, the interest and the assistance of her citizens. But, although 
the transactions of the field- of Leuctra could not be unwelcome intelli- 
... gence to the republican government of Athens, she showed herself 
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opable of checking the immediate impulse of revenge, and acted witb 
t moderation which discovered a more deep and far-sighted policy. 
The Theban ministers were not merely received with neglect, but 
treated almost with insult ; and they were dismissed without being 
wen introduced in public ; an attention, on such occasions, of the 
not ordinary and common occurrence. But the feeling of revenge 
ignust LacediHinon had died away in Athens with the depression of 
that state; and Thebes had risen to an eminence, and might assume 
m importance among the Grecian states, which excited in the Athenians 
I cautions but not an imprudent jealousy of her power. 

At the same time that the Thebans had sent intelligence to Athens, Apriimik 
Aey had despatched ministers to request the assistance of Jason of JJjJjJfJ 
Phaa, in Tbessaly, who was perhaps the most extraordinary character ■»» 
of his age. Eminent by birth, superior by the endowments both of 
nind and body, and powerful from popularity, he soon became famous 
m me factions of his native city ; from the diligence with which he 
izained the mercenary troops which it was common to employ in those 
factions, from Ms courage and skill in commanding them, and from 
the art that he possessed of attaching them to his interest. In process 
of time he was enabled to extend his authority beyond the narrow pre- 
cincts of Pheras, and succeeded in bringing most of the Thessalian 
towns under that kind of subjection, which was distinguished by the 
name of confederacy. But his ambition did not rest here. It had 
heea the custom of the different republics of Thessaly, in times of 
difficulty and danger, to appoint a common general, under the name 
of Tagus ; and to this distinguished honour Jason aspired. In order 
to his attainment of it, it was requisite that he should procure the 
Meat of every Thessalian state; and in this he had been successful, 
except in the instance of Pharsalua, where he met with a powerful 
opponent in Folydamas, whom birth, riches, and hospitality had 
uused to an authority almost princely. He commanded the citadel of 
the Pbarsalians; he had their revenue at his disposal, and he directed 
sod controlled their councils. But iu his opposition to the artful 
policy of Jason he had been unsuccessful ; for, although his utmost 
abilities and the whole force of Pharsalia bad been exerted to protect 
the city from the encroachments of the ambitious Pheraean, all their 
endeavours bad proved unequal to the task. But the able mind 
cf Jason looked far beyond the renown which could be derived from 
the petty warfare of two small Thessalian cities : even the reduction 
of the whole of Greece was an object too small for his enterprising 
njirit ; and he had conceived the vast idea of subjecting the Persian 
empire to bis control. To reduce Pharsalus by force of arms, if 
be had any hopes of success, by peaceable means, was an exertion 
unworthy of hie talents ; and he accordingly sent messengers to request 
■ conference with Polydamas. After asserting his determination vntud 
to reduce every Thessalian town under bis subjection, but if it were SJCjJ* 
practicable rather by negotiation than by violence, he represented how '.»' 
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easy it would be for Polydamas to second his intentions by persuading ' 
the Pharsalian people; how difficult it would be to oppose them his ' 
experience must have already taught him. It was his resolution to 
become the first man in Greece, and it was in the power of Polydamas 
to hold the second rank. So far was his project from being impracti- 
cable, it presented few, and those but trifling obstacles. In cavalry, 
in heavy-armed infantry, in tttrgeteers, Thessaly possessed already a 
formidable force ; and he had under his command a body of mercenary 
troops, more choice and better disciplined than was possessed by any 
commonwealth in Greece. With the Bceotian states he was on terms 
of friendship, and Athens herself had courted his alliance ; but he 
wished not to form a connection with the Athenians, for that people 
considered themselves the first maritime power in Greece, and 
boasted their pre-eminence ; and it was his design to make Thessaly 
in this respect her successful rival: a project more easy of execution, 
and more certain of success, than even his designs by land; for 
Athens was supplied with timber from Macedonia, which was much 
nearer to Thessaly; in sailors, she had none who could contend with 
his Penestian subjects ; and in revenue, Thessaly was far richer, and 
her tributary estates incomparably more valuable than the far-scattered 
islands which acknowledged Athenian dominion. 

The force and the justness of the reasoning of Jason were admitted 
by Polydamas; but Fharsalus was in amity with lacedaanon, and 
the integrity of her ruler was inviolable. At the suggestion of Jason, 
however he consented to proceed to Lacedaunon, to request her 
assistance. After three days of deliberation, the Lacedemonians 
acknowledged their incapacity to protect their ally, and left him and 
his Pharsalians to consult for their own interest Polydamas, there- 
fore, on his return, brought the Pharsalians to acquiesce in the appoint- 
ment of Jason to the title and dignity of the Tagus of Thessaly ; and 
he was himself, at his own request, placed in command of the citadel 
of Pharsalus. 

Such was the situation of the citizen of Phers at the time of the 
battle of Leuctra ; and we may form an estimate of the formidable 
extent of his power from the number of his forces, which amounted to 
more than twenty thousand heavy-armed foot, eight thousand horse, 
and a body of targeteers, large enough, says the contemporary historian 
of Greece, for war with all the worid. The battle of Leuctra was an 
event of that description most likely to excite in the active mind of 
Jason the liveliest interest; and immediately upon the arrival of the 
Theban ministers, he ordered a fleet to be equipped, and putting him- 
self in command of bis mercenaries, and a small body of horse, he pro- 
ceeded with this small force with such rapidity through the territories 
of the Phocians, with whom Thessaly was at war, that, by his own 
arrival, the intelligence of his expedition became first known in every 
town through which he passed. Neither time nor opportunity was 
given to his enemies to collect a force sufficient to oppose him, and 
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withoot sustaining loss, be arrived in the territories of Bceotia. But hi> 
lie same motives which had actuated the Athenians, displayed them- 1""™ 1 
aires in the conduct of Jason. Satisfied with the humiliation of 
Lacedaanon, he was not desirous of her destruction; for it accorded 
not with his political views that Thebes should become too powerful. 
Instead, therefore, of assisting the Thebans to crush their enemies, he 
set himself about terminating hostilities; and he was successful in 
procuring a truce. The Lacedemonians took advantage of the tempo* 
ary suspension of warfare, and decamping in the evening, they rested 
not in their march till they reached Argostheni, in the territory of 
Megara. Here they were joined by Archidamus, and those troops 
that LacediemoD had sent to their relief; and as the remnant of the 
Lacedemonian army of Leuctra had now reached a peaceful country, 
iod the object of the expedition under Archidamus was thus accom- 
plished, the troops were conducted to Corinth, where the allies were 
dismissed, and the LacedEemonians were marched home to Laccdsemon. 
The subsequent life of Jason is foreign to the life of Epameinondas, 
nd to a history of the Theban wars ; but the extraordinary mind of 
the man seems to deserve some brief notice of his subsequent fortune. 
A premature death prevented the execution of those extensive schemes 
which be projected. Whether he would have been able, had his life 
been spared, to realize his splendid designs, it would now be vain to 
conjecture; but his hopes were evidently not founded upon a mere 
dream of ambition. The state of Greece was singularly favourable to 
bis project; and his own talents and resources well calculated for the 
wont in which he intended to employ them. But his career was 
early interrupted ; the last military action of Jason which remains 
upon record, is the revenge which he exercised against the Pbocians, 
by the reduction of Heracleia, on hia retam from Thessaiy. Powerful 
by the strength of the forces of his own country, and by his numerous 
alliances, he was acknowledged to be the greatest potentate of his 
age; and he resolved to display hia magnificence at the Pythian 
Games, by proposing the reward of a golden crown to that city which 
should produce the finest ox, and by an easy impost, he was enabled 
to collect from the various towns which acknowledged the authority 
of the Tagns of Thessaiy, more than a thousand oxen, and ten 
thousand smaller cattle. After reviewing the cavalry of Phene, Jason 
bad attired to give audience to those who wished to consult him. 
Seven youths approached, under the pretence of receiving his decision u, i. 
upon some matter in dispute ; but they had no sooner gained admit- ™ to 
■nee, than they discovered their real object, and Jason wss assassi- 
nated. Of the perpetrators of this act, two were slain by the guards, 
and the rest made their escape : the motives of their set are covered 
by the veil of obscurity. No revolution ensued to mark it as the con- 
•eqvnce of political intrigue ; but there was sufficient to evince both 
u* popularity of Jason in Thessaiy, and the dread which his talents, 
and the probable success of bis projects had created among the rest of 
[h. Ov] H 
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the states of Greece. Of the former we require no stronger confirma 
tion, than that his brothers, Polydamus and Polyphron, were appoints 
his successors, and that his assassins, unable to secure protection, wer 
forced to fly from Thessaly ; and of the latter, the circumstance tha 
these assassins were received by many of the other states of Greeci 
with every mark of respect and of honour, is a sufficient testimony. 



Coin of Athciu. 

It has been already remarked, that it was the policy of the able 
leaders of the Athenian councils to hold the balance even between the 
two contending states of Lacedcemon and of Thebes, and to permit 
neither to acquire the preponderancy. In pursuance of this policy, 
Athens had, immediately after the battle of Leuctra, refused to assist 
the Thebans in their plans of annihilating the power of the Lacedae- 
monian aristocracy; and, with the same view, she now thought it 
necessary, in consequence of some recent occurrences among the 
different states of Peloponnesus, to assemble a congress at Athens. 
The Peloponnesians had, along with the rest of tbe inhabitants of 
Greece, and probably in a more forcible manner, experienced the 
oppression of Sparta, and many of them had rejoiced at the prosperity 
of Thebes ; but, as soon as they found themselves relieved from the 
immediate presence of Lacedaunonian tyranny, the remembrance of 
their former alliances, of their ancient glory, returned upon them in 
their fullest force : and this disposition was somewhat increased by 
the fear, lest if Thebes, a state beyond Peloponnesus, should become 
supreme in Greece, the Peloponnesians would lose that importance 
which the superiority of Lacedannon, and their connexion with her, 
had acquired for them, and should sink into a state of insignificance 
and obscurity. Frequent conferences, promoted by these views, had 
been, in consequence, held by the members of the different common- 
wealths of Peloponnesus ; and it had been resolved by them, that they 
would return to their former dependence upon Lacedaemon, and would 
adhere to their former system of following- the Lacedaemonians upon 
every occasion wherever they should think proper to conduct them. 
Athens felt alarm lest these measures should revive the now fallen 
power of Lacedaemon, and raise her to her former stability; and the 
object she bad in view, in summoning the congress, was to renew tbe 
terms of the peace of Antalcidas. According to the requisition of the 
C.OOXIC 
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, a congress assembled at Athens, and it was attended by 
tfaaes from almost every state in Greece. The Athenians imrae- 
ofch- laid open their object in summoning the meeting : that of 
«wmg the security of the independence of each state; and they 
spoied an oath, by which every deputy was required to swear that 
*ie would abide by the terms of the peace which the king sent, and 
* the decrees of the Athenians and their allies ; and that, if any state 
making in the oath should be attacked, he would assist that state 
Tib all his strength.'' Of all the deputies of the Grecian powers, 
iue of Eiis alone refused to accede to the proposals of the Athenians ; 
■d they insisted that Elis should be permitted to retain her sovereignty 
ar the people of Megara, Scillns, and Triphylia, 

Bat this congress at Athens, so unanimous in its resolutions, and B»«utiiub- 
wbich it wan intended to secure universal independence, and the JJlSu'*. 
Kneral peace of Greece, was the remote cause of a war, which ulti- ud bet 
aately involved every Grecian state. By the destruction of Mantinea ""*'*• 
by the Lacedaanoniaiis, after the peace of Antalcidas, the democratical 
party of the government of that city had been entirely annihilated, 
■fcle the aristocratical, if it had not been strengthened by the event, 
U, at least, lost none of its importance or power. In the villages 
n which they had been forced to retire, the wealthier inhabitants, 
aoae constituting the aristocracy, possessed unimpaired the same 
tthority they had enjoyed during the existence of their capital ; but 
fte democratical leaders bad been, by that event, deprived of the sole 
aeana by which they could either maintain or acquire any ascendancy 
" "; of addressing assembled multitudes, and through that medium 
their passions, and inspiriting their conduct. With the suc- 
■K of Thebes the hopes of the democracy had somewhat revived ; 
hat the resolutions of the congress of Athens, by which provision was 
lean made for a general political independence, incited their activity, 
ad prompted them to propose the re-establishment of their ancient 
dty, and (he restoration of their assembly. At a meeting which was 
tonrened, the proposal met with a favourable reception ; and it was 
leoreed by the Mantineans, that the families forming the old capital 
Aonld collect together, and that the place should be immediately 
unified. Even the influence of Agesilans, who had not thought that 
the employment of ambassador to a petty city was, on such an occa- 
son, unworthy either of his rank or his character, was inadequate to 
rapede the progress of their operations, or to prevent the destruction 
4 the power of that party which was favourable to aristocracy ; and 
i&er much negotiation, probably intrigue, the final answer which 
tbev received from the Mantineans was, "that the decree passed by 
the Hantinean people could not be rescinded.'' But, although Agesi- 
W departed not without feelings of disgust and resentment, yet it 
ra with the conviction that it was neither right nor politic, that the 
Lacedaemonians should be the first to infringe the articles of the late 

***r- o Google 
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CotMrkt The deraocratical party of Tegea, encouraged by the success of the 
"' Arail »- Mantineans, resolved next to attempt the restoration of their party, 
and with it to augment the general importance of their city. Bat the 
Tegeans had greater difficulties to surmount; for, as they were ruled 
by an aristocratical administration, united in its measures, they could 
entertain but faint hopes that a proposal, limited to the small territory 
of Tegea, would meet with success. They therefore extended tbeir 
views, and proposed the bold and intrepid, but ultimately successful 
plan, of uniting the whole of Arcadia under one government. It is 
unnecessary for us to trace, with any minuteness of detail, the means 
by which this object was accomplished : the rejection of the proposed 
innovation by the general assembly of the Arcadian states, produced 
by the influence of Hasippus, the leader of the aristocratical party ; 
the events of the war which was waged by Proxenus and Callibius, 
the heads of the democracy ; the temporary success of Hasippus, and 
the death of Proxenus ; his final defeat, and the complete success of 
the popular party; and the erection, under the name of Megalopolis, 
of a new city, a common capital, upon the southern bank of Arcadia, 
and in the vale of the Alpheus — a Bite which was highly approved 
and commended by the Theban leaders, who are allowed to have been 
the principal promoters of the measure, because its situation, in the 
immediate vicinity of Messenia and Laconia, afforded easy opportunities 
of either protecting the one, or annoying and harassing the other. It 
is requisite, however, that we should mention that this revolution 
was not accomplished without crimes on the part of the Mantineans, 
who thus became guilty of the first infraction of the treaty of Athens ; 
that Orchomenns alone, of all the Arcadian towns, from an inveterate 
hatred of the Mantineans, and a dread of their influence, refused to 
give her concurrence; and that the Lacedemonians, furnished with 
but too good an excuse for attacking the reigning party in Mantinea, 
and of supporting their friends of the aristocratical faction, and pro- 
vided with too good a title to defend their ancient allies of Orchomenns, 
discovered no inclination to continue their late prudent temperance of 
conduct, or to remain any longer inactive and peaceable spectators of 
events. An expedition, under the conduct of Agesilaus, advanced to 
the assistance of Orchomenns ; but it performed nothing remarkable. 
The Arcadians and the people of Elis avoided a general battle; and 
Agesilaus, pressed at last by the season, found it necessary to retire, 
after laying waste a part of the Mantinean territory, and gaining the 
advantage in a few skirmishes. 
Plat EpameinoDdas had, in the mean time, left nothing undone which 

KJUJUf™ o* could tend to strengthen the cause of his country. The interference 
noniu into of Lacedternon in the affairs of Arcadia had been made use of to 
i^d^JiS^ 1 represent the Lacedtemonians as infringers of the general treaty of 
ut Ltonk. Greece ; and by the money of the E leans, and the accession of the 
B.C. 370. PhocJans and their allies, a numerous army had been collected, over 
which Epameinondas was placed in the chief command. With so 
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»w± secrecy, with such activity, had these operations of the Tbebans 
bwi conducted, that not only the Lacedemonians, but even the 
Arcadians, the allies of Thebes, were ignorant of them ; and Epamei- 
nooks reached Man tinea, while the Arcadians were actively engaged 
in the attack and plunder of the Nerteans. But, although their pre- 
tentions had been rapidly completed, the Lacedssmonian army had 
tan before their arrival withdrawn from Arcadia, and the The ban 
leaders considered their winter expedition at an end. By the repre- 
satations, however, of the Arcadians and Eleians (who, from their 
proximity to Sparta, were better acquainted with the weak condition 
of that city than the Thebans, whoee situation was more remote), 
Epamdnoodas was persuaded, notwithstanding that the season was 
» far advanced, to listen to a proposal of leading the united forces 
samediately into Laconia ; and the plan met with his decided appro- 
bation, when he found the opinions of his allies fully confirmed by 
the intelligence of some Lacedkmonian fugitives. It was the ragged- 
•os of the frontier of Laconia that had presented to the mind of 
Kpumeinondas the most serious obstacle ; and the better to insure 
access, be suggested that the Arcadian and Theban forces should 
wparate and attempt the ingress by different passes. The Arca- 
dians proceeded by that defile which led by Ion, at one of the 
races of the Eurotas, and in the district of Skiritis : Epameinondas 
■ude choke of the difficult passage by Caryes on the (Enus, a brook 
*faae waters, after passing that city, almost immediately mingle with 
those of the Eurotas. Ischolaus, a Spartan, who bad been placed in 
defence of the pass of Ion, was killed, and his army easily defeated by 
the Arcadians: and as that entrance which had been chosen by 
Lpuneioondas was undefended, the two armies soon joined their forces 
i Ijtt^ below Csryse. The combined troops immediately proceeded 
W the attack of Sellaaia, in the vale of die Eurotas ; and quickly 
reduced it to ashes. On the second day of the march from Carya?, 
they arrived at the bridge that led to Sparta, which stood at no great 
datoce on the opposite bank ; but the passage was so strongly 
gurded, that the confederate generals thought it prudent not to 
■tempt it, and they continued their march down the river, carrying 
denotation with them in their progress. These transactions spread n* Helot* 
■ch consternation, not merely among the weak and cowardly, but —****■ 
roxng the wise and courageous of Sparta, that liberty was proclaimed 
* the reward of those Helots who should be willing to lend their 
**«ance ; and six thousand of them were in consequence enrolled. 
The urgent necessity of the moment, and the imminence of the danger, 
wy have been a sufficient excuse for the adoption of a measure ap- 
psrently so pregnant with evil consequences ; but the temporary relief 
*hieh it afforded was soon overbalanced by the miseries to which it 
pre rise ; for the Helots having once tasted of liberty, subsequently 
'dosed to return to their former state, and the whole body rising in 
■ma against their masters were the most efficient means of producing 



102 EFAHEIKONDAS. 

that liberation of Messenia, which we shall soon have occasion to 
mention, as one of the fruits of this expedition. In the mean time 
the measure was productive of advantage ; for by their assistance, and 
that of some auxiliaries from Corinth, and a few other towns whose 
interest bound them to support the Lacedxmonian cause, the alarm 
which had been excited was entirely stilled. Although the confederate 
army had been forced to desist from its attack upon Sparta, it had not 
abandoned the plain ; and while these occurrences had taken place 
among the Lacedaemonians, it had proceeded in its route along the left 
bank of the river, had crossed at Amyclse, a little below Sparta, and 
was now advancing against that town. The horse had already pro- 
ceeded as far as the horse-course and the temple of Poseidon, in the 
close vicinity of Sparta; and they were rather encouraged than dis- 
mayed by the diminutive appearance of the Lacedsemonian cavalry - 
But when the infantry, which had been concealed by the temple of 
the Tyndarid, marched to their support, such was still the power of 
the Lacedemonian name, that not only the allied horse, but even the 
infantry, though much superior in number to that of the Lacedae- 
monians, retired with most evident symptoms of alarm. Agesilans 
adopted the prudent system of not risking an engagement, but was 
contented with posting his men in advantageous situations. The 
allied army withdrew and encamped at a small distance, when a 
council of war being soon after summoned to consult on the plan of 
operations which should be pursued, it was resolved that any further 
attempt upon Sparta would not only be useless, but fraught with 
extreme danger. 

The historians of antiquity have transmitted it as their opinion, that 
the name alone of Sparta saved her, and that she was so weak in 
force, that she must nave fallen before an army so numerous as that 
of her enemies, if their operations had been directed with vigour and 
[Bflonu at with spirit. But the extent of his army, composed of troops from 
[>meinon- different nations, and consequently difficult of restraint, was the reason 
which induced Epameinondas, when his enemy seemed so entirely 
within his power, to retreat without attempting to accomplish the 
principal object of his expedition. Implicit reliance on his talents, 
his courage, and his experience had commanded for him obedience as 
long as the army continued on its march, and had enabled him to 
main tj in that strictness of discipline which is, in an enemy's country, 
so essential to the preservation of every army. But the success which 
had attended his arms, and the little opposition he had encountered, 
had diminished the fear of danger, and had made his troops less 
cautious and less inclined to obedience. Among the Bceotians, indeed, 
his authority was undiminished, and he could still enforce the same 
severe order, and preserve the same caution in fortifying his camp, as 
if he had been in the immediate presence of the enemy ; but those 
troops formed only a small portion of the whole ; the rest of the army 
had appeared to consider themselves free from almost every restraint; 



KPAHEIN'ONDAS. 103 

Bd the Arcadians, in particular, refused to relinquish a practice to 
liich they were habituated, of laying aside their anus as soon as they 
bd encamped, and wandering for pillage. It was in such a situation 
■it Epamemondas found himself when encamped before Sparta ; 
■d be felt not merely that it would be hopeless in snch circumstances 
10 make any attempt against a place so well fortified, but that a com- 
plete defeat and total ruin to his cause might ensue, from risking his 
Mops in battle against the well-disciplined army of the Laced* 
moans. He bad only one course to pursue, that of directing the 
■petrous desire of plunder which he could not restrain ; and he 
wordingly conducted his army down the Eurotas as far as Gytheum, 
ae only naval arsenal which the Lacedffimonians possessed, giving 
te troops during the whole line of their march unlimited license of 
finder. Even the assault which he directed against that port, and 
■i which he persevered lor three days, proved unsuccessful ; and such 
* hat became the state of his army, so anxious were many of the 
•Dies to return home with the booty which they had secured, that 
faetnon became so common that he was obliged hastily to withdraw 
few Luconia. 

The intelligence of the victories and successes of the Thebans, and Conduct 
4e extreme danger which threatened Sparta, created in Athens con- ff.ftjlfa_ 
s&nbte emotion ; arising not from any friendly feelings in that city 
towirds the Lacedaemonians, but from fear lest Thebes should obtain 
**A a preponderance as to endanger the independence of Athens and 
perhaps of Greece. An assembly was, in consequence, immediately 
aBed together, to consider of the conduct which Athens should 
ohwrrt. Tbe Lacedaemonian ministers were first heard in support of 
fei cause, and in defence of their country. When they had finished, 
d* members of the assembly were by no means of one opinion. The 
ffistocratical party contended, that Mantinea had no sooner broken the 
hie treaty by carrying her arms into Tegea, than it became the duty 
« the Lacedaemonians to assist the Tegeans; and that it was now 
imperatively required of the Athenians, in conformity with their oath, 
™t they should aid and assist them with all the power tbey could 
"■unand. It was urged by tbe partisans of democracy, on the other 
■nd, that the Uantineans had been guilty of no breach of the late 
attract, and that by supporting the exertions of the Tegean democrats, 
«y had done no more than enforce that independence which it was 
"* object of the congress of Athens to insure to every state of Greece. 
"N* opposite parties seemed so evenly balanced, that the issue of the 
J**t8 appeared doubtful, when the balance was completely turned 
*T & appeal of the Corinthian and Phliasian ambassadors. Epamei- 
Bxidts, in conducting his army to Mantinea, had passed through 
"*inth. Corinth refusing to bear arms against her old allies the 
**sdranonians, had declined to join her forces to the confederate 
T; and Epameinondaa had permitted, or rather had been unable 
to restrain the allies from committing ravages upon her territories. 
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The unpardonable nature of this outrage upon a neutral country 
was forcibly urged by Cleitiles, the Corinthian envoy, and the demo- 
crat] ml party found it impossible to efface the impression which 
was produced by his concluding appeal to the Athenians: "Can the 
Athenians," he observed, " under such circumstances, without perjury, 
refuse to any country that assistance to which the treaty entitles the 
injured ?" But the victory was complete, when the minister of Phlius 
followed on the same side, alternately rousing the fears and flattering 
the vanity of the Athenians. Irritation and impatience seized the 
multitude ; they would listen to no other speakers ; the question was 
immediately put to the vote, and it was decreed that the whole force 
of the commonwealth, under the command of Iphicratea, should be 
instantly conducted to the assistance of Lacedsimon. But, had it 
been in the power of Epameinondaa to preserve better discipline in 
his army, the mighty preparations of Athens would have been useless, 
and her assistance would have arrived too late to save Sparta from 
utter rain. As it was, the exertions of Iphicratea produced no effect ; 
for although he arrived in Arcadia in time sufficient to oppose the 
retreat of the Thebans, and possessed every opportunity of reducing; 
them to the extremity of difficulty and distress, yet for some reasons 
which remain unexplained, he first withdrew to Corinth, as if with a 
view of disputing the passage of the Isthmus, and ultimately allowed 
the Thebans to pass without molestation into Breotia. 

Although by this expedition of the combined forces of Thebes, 
Arcadia, and Elis, that object had not been accomplished which had 
been originally intended, yet the power of Lacedsanon received a blow 
from which she was never able to recover. When the army of the 
enemy retired, rebellion pervaded the country. The Helots, in par- 
ticular, having received foil proof of the weakness of their oppressors, 
and feeling assurance in their own strength, determined to make an 
effort to burst the cords of their bondage, and in a body broke out 
into revolt. These were circumstances not to be overlooked by 
Epameinondaa and the other sagacious leaders of the Theban assembly. 
They called loudly upon the relics of the Messenian race to profit by 
the crisis in the affairs of Laceckemon, and to return from the several 
places of their exile, from Rhegium in Italy, Messina in Sicily, and 
Evesperita in Africa, and taking possession of the country of their 
forefathers, to become again one of the people of Greece. The Mea- 
senians were not deaf to the invitation nor blind to their own interests ; 
they flocked in from all quarters ; they disdained not to associate with 
them the Helots, all of Grecian, many of them of Messenian origin : 
a new city of Messina was, under the patronage of Eparoeinondas, 
founded at the foot of Mount Ithome, which itself became the citadel ; 
and Messenia, the fairest, the richest portion of the possessions of 
Lacedtemon, was completely and finally separated from the Lacedae- 
monians. But this was not the only effect of the Peloponnesian 
expedition : the country of Skiritis, that rugged and mountainous 
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atrict, where the Eui-otaa and Alpheus have their sources, continued 
3 die hands of the insurgents who held Sellasia, at the upper end of 
fe rile ; while Pallene, which still continued to adhere to the Lacedte- 
aaiians, was carried by assault by Lycomedes, the able general of 
it Arcadians. 



The next year a Theban army was again led into Peloponnesus, «™J 
■d, surprising that of their enemies, easily effected a junction with "iwlo" 
k Peloponuesian allies. But the danger with which the northern noo& into 
frontier of Thebes was threatened by Alexander of Pherse, terminated bmoT™ 1 " 
™* campaign at a time when all Peloponnesus seemed open to the n. c. 368 
iwhw arms. The Thebans were obliged hastily to retire without 
tag able to effect more than ravaging the lands of the Epidaurians, 
w lilies and supporters of Lacedcemon ; and laying waste the terri- 
fies of Corinth after an unsuccessful attempt to seize the city, from 
*&h they were repulsed, with some slaughter, by the Corinthians, 
■tier the direction of Chabrias of Athens. 

Meanwhile symptoms of disunion began to show themselves among ?* u Jl k> ? ^ 
•* Bites of the Theban confederacy : and far from being surprised coofaimcy 
<att this should be the case, it is rather astonishing that the confede- 
*? should have subsisted for any length of time ; and it is impossible 
** to admire the abilities of Epameinondas, and of those great men 
% whom the connexion had been so long preserved. Thebes, rising 
°ddaiiy into a supremacy almost as extensive as that which had been 
tanoiy exercised by lacedaemon and Athens, had neither the insti- 
""wos of the former, nor the local advantages of the latter, to insure 
jhj duration of her power. It was an authority originating solely 
**> « succession of favourable events, ably directed by a few men of 
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extraordinary talent, and such as any state of Greece might, in a short 
time, be again able to command. The first appearance of aversion 
to the control of Thebes discovered itself in tbe country of Arcadia. 
Lycomedes of Mantinea, who has been before mentioned as tbe 
leader of the Arcadians, perceiving that it was the object of Thebes 
not to promote the peace and general prosperity of Greece, but to 
raise herself into eminence, was determined to check her ambition ; 
and calling an assembly of the Arcadian states, he so well represented 
to them the former and present importance of their country, that he 
persuaded them no longer to submit to a dependence upon Thebes, 
but to insist upon an equality in command. Arcadia still continued, 
it is true, the opponent of Lacedaanon ; but these resolutions could 
not but excite suspicion and jealousy in the Thebans ; and although 
no actual breach at this time ensued, yet the friendship subsisting 
between those states became gradually more cool and more precarious. 
Nor was this all ; Elis had, for years, claimed a sovereignty over tbe 
Triphylians; and these latter people, whether really suffering under 
that oppression which is in such circumstances so commonly exercised 
by one state over another, or whether desirous to free themselves from 
a subjection which is always irksome, applied to the Arcadians to 
assist them in asserting their independence. Their application was 
seconded by the inhabitants of Lasion, a stronghold in Triphylia, in 
which the Gleians had permitted some Arcadian exiles to establish 
themselves, with a view to restrain the inhabitants. The Arcadians 
listened to the application which was made to them, and passed a 
decree that the Triphylians and their countrymen should receive 
assistance. Thus commenced those hostilities which gave rise to the 
contest of Olympia, and ultimately led to the battle of Mantinea, in 
which Epameinondas lost his life, and Thebes her supremacy, and by 
which the confederacy of Greece became completely broken. 

Just at this crisis, Pbiliseus of Abydos arrived in Greece, charged 
by Ariobarzanes, tbe satrap of Bithynia, to endeavour to promote a 
general peace. The events which followed showed that this new 
interference of Persia in Grecian affairs, had been procured by the 
Lacedtemonians. A congress of the states of Greece was assembled 
at Delphi ; and it was proposed to them by Phjliseus, that a peace 
should be concluded, but that, as an indispensable requisite to its 
establishment, Messenia should be replaced under the sovereignty of 
Lacedtemon. To this condition the Thebans expressed their deter- 
mination not to accede; and all negotiation being thus abruptly ter- 
minated, war was renewed with equal if not redoubled violence. 

Events seemed now to be taking an unfavourable course for Thebes, 
and there was some reason to apprehend that Lacedeinon, notwith- 
standing that she was at present so much depressed, might recover 
her supremacy. On the north the ThessaUans had gained some 
advantage against the Theban arms, for the usual success of Peiopidas 
had failed bun : he had been made prisoner, and although his libera- 
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fen was procured by the able negotiation of Epameinondas it had not 
oten obtained without some concessions. Thebes was therefore 
pressed on the north by the Theasalians ; in Peloponnesus, Arcadia 
bd become cool in her cause, and dissension had occurred between 
tint state and Elia; Athens was still cordial in her support of Lace 
tenon ; and, to add to all this, a body of mercenary troops, procured 
by die influence of Philiseus, and paid with Persian gold, was now 
opposed to her. But Epameinondas, who bad shown himself superior 
Id events much more adverse than these, discovered that his mind was 
soil fertile in expedients ; and as he had already seen the effects which 
bad been so frequently produced in favour of Lacedfemon by means of 
negotiation with Persia, be was resolved to have recourse to that ex- 
pedient, and to endeavour to foil LacecUemoo in negotiation as he bad 
ilready done by arms. At a congress of the Theban confederacy 
Pelopidas was chosen as the minister of Thebes, and sent to Susa ; 
«nd so successful was he in his embassy, that a Persian of rank was 
appointed to accompany him home, arid to bear from the king a 
rescript of those terms upon which his friendship was to be obtained. 
By that document it was required " that the Lacedtemonians should 
illow the independence of Messenia ; that the Athenians should lay 
op their fleet ; that war should be made upon them if they refused ; 
md that if any Grecian city denied its contingent for such war the 
first hostilities should be directed against that city ; that those who 
accepted of these terms would be considered as friends of the king, 
taose who refused them as enemies." A congress of the states of a™™, of 
Greece was summoned by the Thebans to meet at Thebes, to learn fe*j*5* 
the terms of the message of the Persian monarch, and it was generally Thabo, 
"ttaided. But though the summons had been so readily obeyed, yet 
the Thebans did not gain from this assembly that advantage which 
they expected ; for when they proposed that an oath, swearing to the 
observance of the terms of the rescript, should be taken by each 
deputy, the majority of them refused to accede, observing that they 
doe not to take oaths bat to listen to propositions. Nor was this 
the sole opposition which was offered to the attempts of the Thebans. 
PeJopidaa, for some reasons of policy which have not been satisfactorily 
oplained, had treated Antiochus, the Arcadian minister at the Persian 
*wt, with such marked disrespect, that he drew down upon the 
Arcadian the contempt of the Persians. With whatever view, how- 
"er, this contempt may have been shown, it was determined that the 
Tbebins should now feel the full effect of it. Antiochus, however 
unfitted for the delicate management of an embassy, was a man of 
bravery and of spirit, and, on his return to Arcadia, by rousing the 
indignation of his countrymen against the Thebans, he prevailed with 
them to far that they made choice of such deputies as were known to 
he most opposed to the pretensions of Thebes. When the oatb, 
•herefore, was tendered to Lycomedes, he not only refused to take it, 
but he pertinaciously insisted that Thebes was not the place where 
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the congress should have been assembled ; and, upon a remonstrance 
. on the part of the Thebans that he was promoting discord in the 
assembly, he declared bis intention of resigning his seat in the con- 
gress, and immediately withdrawing himself from it he was followed 
by the rest of the Arcadian deputies, the congress instantly breaking 
up without coming to any conclusion. Thebes, being thus thwarted 
in her object, determined to attempt by private requisition what she 
had been unable to accomplish by means of a public assembly ; bat 
her hopes of success by this means were equally frustrated. The 
Corinthians, who were the first to declare that they declined the inter- 
ference and wanted no alliance with the king, were followed by most 
of the cities of Greece ; and the attempt of Thebes to acquire supre- 
macy, through the influence of Persia, completely failed. 
Allium or The next disaster which befel Thebes is to be imputed entirely to 
JjKedBiaiiD the impolitic and intemperate cruelty of her own conduct. That extent 
of country, which in ancient Greece was known by the name of 
Achaia, was more divided into a number of petty states, under distinct 
governments, than any other division of Greece ; and those states had 
for ages alternately acknowledged aristocratical or democratical domi- 
nion, with the preponderance of the power of Laccdiemon or of 
Athens. Since the time of the destructive defeat of the Athenians in 
Sicily, the Achaian states had remained quiet under aristocratical 
administration, and during the contest between the Thebans and Lace- 
daemonians they had as yet preserved a strict neutrality. But the 
ambition of those who were the leaders of the democratical faction in 
Achaia had been recently excited by the rise and the success of Thebes, 
and a deputation from those leaders being accordingly sent to the 
Thebans, at present dejected by their failure at the congress, they not 
only easily procured assistance, but it was granted to them with an 
alacrity which discovered the eagerness of the Thebans to seize upon 
any occurrence by which they might possibly re-establish their credit. 
In consequence an army of the confederacy, under the command of 
Epameinondas, was ordered to march to the assistance of the demo- 
cratical leaders of Achaia ; and repelling the opposition which was 
offered to it by the Lacedemonians and Athenians in the passes of 
Mount Oneion, it entered Peloponnesus without much molestation. 
Here it was quickly augmented by the force of the Peloponnesian 
allies. The principal men in Achaia perceiving the futility of any 
resistance which they could oppose to SO large a body, determined to 
rely on the magnanimity and throw themselves upon the mercy of 
Epameinondas, rather than either attempt to content! against his arms 
or betake themselves to the miserable resource of flight. Nor did they 
deceive themselves in the expectation of the advantage which they 
were to derive from this policy. Epameinondas executed, it is true, 
the trust which had been reposed in him by his countrymen and their 
allies ; he insisted upon the inviolate preservation of the constitution 
of each city, and be required pledges that the Achaians would be 
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faithful to the Theban confederacy, and that they would support 
Thebes with their amis ; but he did no more, and neither banishment. 
»r confiscation of property, much less the horrors of judicial assassina- 
tion, the two usual attendants of revolutions in Grecian governments, 
followed as consequences of his measures. What might have been the 
ffet of this leniency there are no means of judging, but we shall soon 
tare occasion to see that harshness would not have allied Achaia to 
Thebes. Although Epameinondas was the able, nay almost the sole 
director of the councils of Thebes, and the victorious general of her 
armies, and although he was one of those rare and extraordinary men 
oho have too much firmness of character and integrity of conduct to 
bad to those mean artifices by which the hearts of the multitude are 
anally gained, yet be was not always able to insure that approbation 
of his conduct which his services to his country deserved. In Achaia 
he bad, on this occasion, excited against himself the clamour of all 
these who expected to have risen upon the ruins of their opponents : 
many of the confederates, and particularly the Arcadians, were loud in 
their remonstrances that the interest of Lacedtemon, Dot that of the 
confederacy, had been consulted in the settlement of Achaia ; and 
sach was the effect of this opposition, aided by toe influence of a party 
within Thebes, that in the assembly of the citizens, Epameinondas was 
Duble to support his own measure. Thebes assumed to herself the 
charac te r of champion of the liberties of Greece ; and persons, under 
the denomination of regulators, were sent into Achaia to reduce the 
government of every city to that of a pare democracy, a measure by 
which every man of property was banished from his country. But 
this sudden prosperity of the multitude was destined to endure but for 
a season. The exiles were numerous, and all possessed some influence 
in their respective towns. Directing their united exertions against 
tscli separately, their efforts were effectual ; they soon recovered that 
authority of which they had been with so much violence deprived ; 
their adversaries were, in their turn, persecuted and banished; and the 
whole of Achaia, previously a neutral power, altered into strict alli- 
uce with Lacediemon, and became the avowed enemy of Thebes. 

It is necessary that a brief consideration should now be given to Poller or 
that policy which was at present pursued by Lacediemon, and a more J* Lt *'?" 
correct view of it cannot be displayed than by relating her conduct 
towards the Corinthians. The situation of Corinth, in peace the moat 
enviable in Greece, became in war, from the position of that city 
between the northern and southern states, the most exposed and the 
most dangerous of any. Unable by her own power to withstand the 
■Backs of the Theban confederacy, if these should be directed against 
her, she was forced to rely upon the assistance of some neighbouring 
power for defence ; and cut off, as she now was, from Lacedeemon by 
the intervention of Arcadia, Eiea, and Argolis, she had so entirely 
* posed for support upon the Athenians, that she incurred the danger 
of becoming an Athenian deoendeucy. An imprudent speech of one 
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of those popular orators who were in Greece so frequently undoing 
the exertions of her wiser statesmen, had excited her jealousy of the 
Athenian intentions, and had induced her to relieve, not indeed with- 
out every degree of care and caution, the Athenian auxiliaries that 
defended her garrisons, and to refuse the admission of the Athenian 
fleet within her harbour. But when Corinth threw off the assistance 
of Athens, it was necessary that she should provide against the 
dangers to which such a step might expose her; she accordingly 
directed her views towards Thebes, and communicating with that; 
State, and meeting with every encouragement to send ministers to it, 
she received full permission to give to her allies information of her in- 
tentions, that those who were desirous of peace might have an 
opportunity of becoming parties to the treaty. The Corinthians then 
CnriniUu despatched a deputation to Lacedaanon, to represent to the Laceds- 
dspautioa monians that if they could show by what means they might resist the 
to!£*«<iia- force by which they had been so long and so severely oppressed, they* 
™™- were still anxious to adhere to that alliance with them in which they 

were now engaged, and to which they were bound by every tie of old 
and hereditary friendship. That if the Lacedemonians could not give 
them this assurance, their first wish was that they would join with 
them in endeavouring to procure from the Theban confederacy the best 
terms they could, as the sole means of preventing that ruin with which 
both were equally threatened ; and that if the Lacedemonians were 
themselves averse to peace they would release the Corinthians from 
their obligations, and permit them to make peace for themselves ; 
" for," continued the deputies, " our destruction can brine no benefit 
to our allies, whereas, if we are preserved, we may still on some future 
occasion be useful to Lacedemoii." The answer of the Lacedemonians 
was highly magnanimous as far as concerned themselves ; generous 
and liberal with regard to the Corinthians ; and displayed, as was fully 
confirmed by subsequent events, a wise and prudent policy. They 
allowed the Corinthians to make peace for themselves ; they declared 
their willingness to release from their engagements not only the 
Corinthians, but those of their other allies who might be averse to a 
continuation of the war ; but " for ourselves," the; concluded, ' ' leaving 
the event to Zeus, we will persevere in arms, and never submit to be 
deprived of Messenia, our inheritance, received from our fathers." 
The wisdom of the Lacedemonian policy was apparent from the sub- 
sequent conduct of the Corinthians, for although they entered into a 
peace with Thebes, by which it was conditioned that each party should 
hold her ancient territories as before the war, yet refusing to rake arms 
against their ancient allies and benefactors, they rejected every pro- 
posal of an offensive and defensive alliance. In this recital of the 
transactions of Lacedfemon with respect to Corinth, is contained a full 
view of the policy of the Lacedemonians — a determination not to 
conclude any peace which should deprive them of their authority over 
Messenia, and not to force their allies into a reluctant co-operation in 
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the contest. To conclude a war at this time would be, at once, to 
deprive themselves of all those hopes of reducing Messenia, which the 
disposition of Arcadia towards Thebes, of Athens towards themselves, 
md die disunion among the states of the Theban confederacy, gave 
them just reason to expect. And although, by permitting their allies 
to enter into separate treaties, the nominal strength of Sparta was 
diminished, yet whatever advantage Sparta might in her prosperous 
days have derived from a forced service, she could expect little from 
it in the declining state of her afiairs ; she could afford her allies no 
assistance, and she could not hope that the mere obligation of oaths 
would preserve them in fidelity against the pressure of the Theban 
arms. If she had insisted, therefore, upon their maintaining their 
obligations, she might have reduced them to the necessity of becoming 
enemies ; whereas by the generous conduct of freeing them from those 
obligations, if she lost their assistance, she prevented their opposition. 
At all events Lacedsmon was still supported by Syracuse, now under 
the dominion of Dionysius the younger, who had determined to con- 
tinue and to support the plans which had been pursued by his father. 
When the season of war returned, a body of auxiliaries arrived from 
that state, by whose assistance, joined to that of their own forces, the 
Lacedfemcmians recovered the important town of Selhtsia, which since 
the Theban invasion had continued in the hands of the insurgents. 

The expectations of the Laoedsanonians, with regard to the pre- R m ,wn of 
bable course which events would take in Peloponnesus, were not * "j*^f 
fallacious. A dissension between the aristocratical and democratical bu.. ™ ™ 
parties of EUs gave occasion for the interference of the Arcadians in b. C. 365. 
favour of the latter ; and the Eleians, already irritated by the conduct 
of the Arcadians with respect to Triphylia, took arms to revenge their 
injuries, and were successful in making themselves masters of the 
Triphylian town of Lasion. In consequence, the collected force of 
Arcadia was marched to the invasion of Elis : after defeating the 
Eleians in action it directed its march towards Olympia, and placed 
itself in a situation to command the Olympian mountain; and it was 
ultimately successful in besieging Fylus, and in establishing in that 
town a colony of Eleian exiles. The further progress of the Arcadian 
anna was stopped by the interference of the Achaians, who saw their 
own ruin involved in the fall of Elis, which was now threatened by 
the Arcadians. The Achaians professed their friendly inclination 
towards Arcadia, but intimated at the same time their determination 
to protect Elis ; and the Arcadians, finding that they gave efficacy to 
their determination by sending a body of troops to support their 
enemies, thought it prudent to listen to an intimation so powerfully 
enforced, and they withdrew from Elis after having ravaged the 
country, and confirmed the democratical Eleians in their possession of 
PyliiB, In consequence of these occurrences Elis returned to her 
alliance with Lacedsemon. 

In this distraction of their Peloponnesian affairs, the attention of 
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(JMupimcy the Theban leaden had been fully occupied by disorders in Bceotia 
n> Boom, itgeif, An inveterate antipathy had, almost from the heroic ages, 
subsisted between the Thebans and Orchomenians ; and, although 
Orchomcnus had been at length brought to acknowledge the supremacy 
of Thebes, yet in that city the aristocratical still continued to be the 
leading faction. These communicating with the aristocratical party 
of Thebes, which was stall numerous, notwithstanding that its leaders 
were banished, formed the plan of a revolution, and fixed upon the 
review of the Bceotian cavalry, which it was the practice of the Theban 
rulers occasionally to make, as the time best fitted for carrying their 
plan into execution. But the Bceotians were, in the meantime, in- 
formed both of the nature and of the extent of the conspiracy. The 
Orchomenian cavalry, amounting to three hundred in number, were 
instantly seized, carried in chains before the Theban people, and 
executed. Even this cruel measure did not satiate the vengeance of 
the Thebans. It was decreed by the assembly of Thebes that Orcho- 
menus should be levelled with the ground ; an army was in pursuance 
of that decree marched against it, and Orchomenus, being incapable of 
offering resistance, yielded herself without opposition to the Thebans. 
Her merciless victors, instigated more by the remembrance of their 
ancient enmity against the Orchomenians, than impelled by the fear of 
any danger which they had occasion to apprehend from them, put 
every man to the sword, and sold into slavery every woman and 
child. 
Wirin After this conclusion of the Orchomenian conspiracy, the Theban 

i ii«tri>. ruje,^ prevented by the situation of Peloponnesus from the prosecu- 
tion of hostilities against Lacetfeemorj, directed their attention towards 
Thessaly, where the oppression of the Tagns, Alexander of Phersa, 
had induced new opposition to bis authority. Alexander was suf- 
ciently powerful to overbear his opponents, and the malcontents sent 
to Thebes, with the view of procuring assistance. Pelopidaa, the 
general of their choice, led, in consequence, an army of seven thousand 
men through the straits of Thermopylae, but incautiously risking a 
battle with Alexander, who had both the advantage of numbers and 
of ground, be fell in the engagement Whether the Thebans, notwith- 
standing that their leader had fallen, gained a victory, or whether, the 
issue of the battle being doubtful, the Bceotian army was still numerous 
enough to afford protection to the party that remained in opposition 
to the Tagus, or whether, on a second occasion, a battle was gained 
by the Theban arms, remains doubtful ; but, whatever may have been 
the cause, it appears certain the event of the expedition was favourable 
to Thebes, and that an alliance was concluded between the Tagus 
and Thebes, highly advantageous to the latter. 

War continued in the meantime to be carried on between the 
people of Arcadia and Elis. A defeat of the Bleiana had induced 
Lacedremon to interfere in favour of her ally, and she had been so far 
successful as to possess herself of Cromnus, and to establish a We- 
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town an garrison in that town, bat she was ultimately defeated ; Continuum 
md at the time of the celebration of the festival of the hundred and ^"^.„ 
fcnrti olympiad, the Arcadians were in possession of Olympia. They Ai«di>«iA 
teermined not to surrender the city to the Eleians far the celebration ™^ 
of the festival ; bat, as they could not assume to themselves the p 
adency, they committed the sacred trust to the Piseans, who had 
oner ceased to claim the right against what they termed Eleian 
Barpation. The Eleians, on the other hand, resolved not to yield up 
watt they considered as an invaluable inheritance transmitted to them 
W their forefathers, and engaging the Achaians and their interest they 
inarched to Olympia, surprised the Arcadians in the midst of the cele- 
bration of the games, and gained a victory. They pursued them as 
bras the public and sacred buildings; but the vanquished having 
Acre every advantage for defence made a stand, and the victors with- 
draw to their camp. During the interval of the night the Arcadians 
hid exerted themselves so strenuously in fortifying their position, that 
the Eleians were afraid to renew the assault, and, as their revenue was 
wt large enough to support them for any time at a distance from home, 
they were forced to retire to Elis, without having it in their power to 
rap any advantage from their success. 

On the retreat of the Eleians, the Arcadians found themselves entire &,j tu „ or ^ 
mssiers of Olympia, and at liberty to prosecute any measures that they oiympim 
might deem most proper. But the same cause, the want of sufficient by the 
wenue, which bad prevented the Eleians from pursuing the ad van- A ™ ii ™- 
age which they had gained, now impeded the operations of the demo- 
cratical leaders of the Arcadians, and forced them into a measure of 
die boldest nature, that of seizing the Olympian treasury. Their 
•mtocntical opponents, who formed no small party, did not neglect 
this opportunity of exciting indignation, and rousing popular super- 
■Mod. The laantmeans, who seem to have been at this time prin- 
cipally guided by the aristocratical party, immediately despatched a 
deputation to make offer of the proportion of pay due from them, and 
to protest, at the same time, against any sacrilegious use of the 
Olympian treasury. In consequence of this procedure, the leading 
Ma of Hantinea were cited to appear before the general assembly of 
the Arcadian states, to answer for conduct which was alleged to be 
WMonabie againit the united Arcadian government. The Mantdneans, 
<loubung the impartiality of the tribunal, neglected to appear before 
*. but they were in their absence tried and convicted, and a body of 
boopg were despatched for their apprehension. Those against whom 
1% were sent, however, had not proceeded so far without being duly 
prepared for the result; they closed the gates of Mantinea, refused to 
"hait those messengers who came in the name of the Arcadian 
**«nbly, and showed themselves determined to act with most resolute 
tynoailkiD, 

During the interval in which these transactions had taken place, 
tone had been afforded for reflection upon the enormity, in the eyes of 
[H. 0.] I 
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Rmuo- a Greek, of the crime of which the democratical rulers of Arcadia had 
itnn«artiic \ )eeD guilty ; and Dot only the whole of those who proteased aristo- 
imiUi cratjcal principles, but many even of the democratical party, alarmed 
ThoSui by tQe ' r superstitious feelings, and fearful of the divine vengeance, and 
intafnenn. the combined enmity of the whole of Greece, were ready to assist the 
Mantineans. Even the Arcadian assembly passed a resolution, that 
no further trespass upon the sacred treasury should be permitted. 
The authors of the sacrilege, alarmed at this change in their affairs, 
and at the near prospect of being deprived of the only resource on 
which they had relied for the support of their power, sent ministers to 
the Thebens to request their immediate assistance ; but no sooner was 
this measure and the favourable answer of the Thebans known to the. 
principal men of Arcadia, than they sent, under the authority of the 
sovereign assembly, to remonstrate against the march of Tbeban 
troops into their country, and at the same time paaaed a decree that 
the Arcadians had no right to the presidency of the temple, that 
religion justly demanded that it should be restored to the Eleiana, 
and that theire no longer existed any cause for continuing the war 
against Elis. 
Conductor The Eleians heard with joy of the resolution of the sovereign 
SiSSS at assembly : they were glad to conclude the war in a manner so honour- 
*>■ »i» able to themselves. They agreed to send ministers to meet the depn- 

ivjmi!™ ties of the Arcadian towns at Tegea, finally to arrange the terms of 
the treaty. At this congress, probably by some preconcerted arrange- 
ment between Thebes and the democratical Arcadians, a Theban, 
accompanied by three hundred heavy-armed Boeotians, made his ap- 
pearance. This occurrence could not rail to excite strong feelings of 
suspicion and alarm ; but these altogether subsided when the Theban, 
taking no objection to any part of die treaty, swore to the observance 
of it, along with the members of the assembly. In the evening joy 
pervaded Tegea ; banqueting and every species of festivity marked the 
universal delight at the happy termination of hostilities, and happiness 
was recorded in the countenances of all except those who were the 
guilty perpetrators of the sacrilege. In their ears every peal of gay 
exultation rung like the warrant of their execution ; they pondered in 
silent sadness over the rate that awaited them, and concerted together 
the means of their deliverance. They communicated with the Theban ; 
and learning from him that he had received instructions to afford them 
such support as circumstances might allow, they shut the gates of 
Tegea ; and sending parties round to seize the principal men of every 
Arcadian city, they succeeded in seizing so large a number that not 
only the prisons but the town-house itself was tilled with their 
prisoners. But the measures of the Theban and his friends were dis- 
concerted by the spirited conduct of the Mantineans. To Mantinea, 
distant only twelve miles, intelligence of the violence had been quickly 
communicated, and heralds were instantly sent from that city to Tegea, 
requiring that no Arcadian should be executed, or even imprisoned, 
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* detained in prison, without trial ; and intimating at the same time, 
•*■■* the Mantinean state would be security for the appearance before 
Ite assembly of all those who might be accused of treason against 
the united government. In consequence of this spirited remonstrance, 
toe Theban, fearful of the evil effects which his conduct might pro 
foe, liberated his prisoners; and on the morrow, assembling as 
many Arcadians as he could collect, he excused himself by asserting 
tot be had been misled by the false intelligence of a plot to deliver 
Tegea into the hands of the Lacedemonians, and of the approach of 

* Licedaanonian army. What credit soever his excuse might have 
wt with, it was so far accepted that he was allowed to depart in 
■fay from Tegea. 

But the Arcadians were determined not to allow so great an outrage Conduct of 
to piss without a remonstrance on their part, and they sent ministers ^Ji?"^ 
to Thebes to insist that the Theban should suffer death as the punish- mini™ or 
ineut of his crime. Epameinondas held the office of commander-in- Achda^uid 
drief, and to him the Arcadian ministers were referred. When they ■'Jj fn 
returned to Arcadia they reported, with what degree of truth seems Landnnon. 
not fully ascertained, that Epameinondas bad declared that " the 
Theban minister at Tegea had done much better when he seized the 
principal Arcadians than when he released them ; for the Thebans 
bring engaged in the war only to serve Arcadia, any negotiation for 
pace, without communication with Thebes, was treason against the 
confederacy ; that they might therefore be assured that the Thebana 
*onld march into Arcadia, and with their numerous friends there, 
who were faithful to the common cause, would prosecute the war." 
"K report of this answer threw the whole of Peloponnesus into agita- 
tion; Arcadia, Achaia, and Elis joined in exclamation against the 
presumption of Thebes to dictate war to them, against their inclina- 
tion, within their own peninsula; and these states united in sending 
'wsKDgers first to Athens and then to Sparta, to request their assist- 
°we- From both they received the firmest assurances of support ; 
ha we cannot help remarking how forcibly the fallen state of" the 
lacedagnonians is evinced by the terms of the treaty to which they 
gave their concurrence. It was argued that the combined forces 
should be commanded by the general under the direction of the 
pireroment of that country in whose territories the enemy should 
happen to be stationed, — a measure pregnant with inconvenience, and 
which the Lacedaemonians, before the age of Epameinondas, would 
bre rejected with indignation, even if it had been in itself less 
*jectionable. 



, s had, in the mean time, been employing himself in Fourth 

■oaking preparations for the execution of that threat which he had yS^Hn- 
pra to the Arcadian ministers; and he had been successful in col- SJJjJ* 
*cbhg an army sufficient, both in number and in power, to accomplish n J£au. 
ho object and to satisfy his utmost ambition. All the Eubcean towns, 
*nh those of Thessaly and Locris, were united iu his interest, and 
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sent large bodies of auxiliaries to assist him in the promotion of the 
war. With this army he hastened to cross the isthmus, in order to 
prevent, as much as possible, any opposition that might impede him 
in the prosecution of his ultimate and most important object. At 
Nemea he halted, with the view of obstructing the passage of the 
Athenians into Peloponnesus; but learning that the Athenian govern- 
ment had anticipated his intentions by transporting their forces by sea 
to the coast of Laconia, he proceeded on his march to Tegea, where 
he was joined by his Peloponnesian allies. These consisted of forces 
from Argos, the constant and inveterate enemy of Lacedffmon ; from 
Messenia, whose very existence depended on the success of the Tbeban 
cause; and from Tegea, Megalopolis, Asea, and Palantinm — three 
cities of Arcadia that were in rebellion against the confederacy of their 
country, and for whose behalf and at whose instigation Epameinondas 
had undertaken the present expedition. His whole force is stated 
to have amounted to thirty thousand infantry and three thousand 
cavalry. The army of the Lacedaemonian confederacy, in number 
much inferior to that of the enemy, assembled at Mantinea. They 
; were composed of the whole of the cavalry of Lacedaanon, a body of 
mercenaries sent from that city, and a small proportion of Lacedae- 
monian infantry, Agesilaus having detained the greater part of them 
to guard against any attempt upon Lacedsmon ; and to these were 
added the troops of Athens, Achaia, and Elis, and those of the most 
considerable part of Arcadia. 

Epameinondas remained for a considerable time inactive within the 
walls of Tegea, that he might the better preserve his own army from 
attack, and observe with the more facility the operations, and judge 
of the intentions, of his enemies; that he might afford the longer time 
for the accession of those hostile or neutral states whom the terror of 
his name and the force of his army might induce to join the Theban 
cause, and that he might watch the opportunity of some change in the 
measures of his enemies, who possessed, in their position at Mantinea, 
so much the advantage of ground, as not only to forbid the hazard of 
attack, and to remove the hopes of success, even from his superiority 
of numbers, but to prevent also the usual work of ravage. The oppor- 
tunity for which he so anxiously longed soon presented itself. The 
army of the enemy, it is true, continued to preserve that advantage of 
position which they had so ably chosen: but the allies became im- 
patient of rest ; the quietness of so large an army, even in the com- 
mand of a general of such ability and such experience as Epameinondas, 
gave the suspicion of a depth of plan which they could not penetrate, 
and forced them to dwell with awe and fear upon the destructive 
explosion which must soon ensue ; they felt so dissatisfied that the 
Lacedtemontan infantry should remain at home, when there was 
little chance of danger, and should expose them with such inferior 
numbers to so superior a force ; and they became so loud in their 
remonstrances, that the Lacedaemonian government found it at last 
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requisite to yield, and they despatched almost the whole of their 
remaning troops to Man tinea, under the conduct of Agesilaus. 

As soon as this event became known to Epameinondas, and he was s«ond 
mred thai Agesilaus had reached Pallene, he issued orders to his l^Su. ' 
troops immediately to march towards Sparta. So little expectation 
had his enemies of this measure, that the Theban general found 
the best and most direct road from Tegea to Sparta completely 
mdefended; and the Lacedsemonian capital must have fallen without 
apposition, if Agesilaus had not received, from a Cretan, accidental 
intelligence of the proceedings of the Theban troops. In consequence 
of this information, however, the return of the Lacedaemonian troops 
had been so rapid, that when Epameinondas arrived in front of Sparta, 
he discovered that Agesilaus had anticipated his intentions, and had 
" : so able a disposition for defence, that he abandoned all hopes of 
eding by a direct attack. He accordingly sent a detachment by 
circuitous route, and succeeded in taking possession of a height 
which commanded the town. But from some cause, so extremely 
inexplicable that Xenophon has referred it to the interposition of the 
Deity, when Archidamus advanced to attack the height with less than 
a hundred men, the Thebans, without waiting for the assault, fled 
hastily, and some of their principal men were slain ; and although the 
Lacedaemonian a, in the eagerness of their pursuit, Buffered some loss, 
yet Archidamus continued in possession of the ground, carried off his 
dead, and received from the Thebans an acknowledgment of his 
victory, by a solicitation on their part for the bodies of their slain. 
This discomfiture convinced Epameinondas of the hopelessness of 
gfjpT"g any rapid success against his enemies ; and his want of sup- 
plies in a mountainous district; depriving him of all expectation of 
being able to remain long enough to effect his purpose, he came to the 
resolution to withdraw from Laconia. But the fertility of his genius 
suggested to him, on the abandonment of this project, the adoption of 
a measure which promised ample success. As long as he remained at 
Tegea, the tenor of his arms had kept the Mantuieaus within their 
walls, and prevented them from reaping their crops, which were then 
ripe ; and conceiving that they would take advantage of his absence, 
he determined to proceed by hasty marches to Mantinea, in the hopes 
that he might be able, by surprise, to possess himself, not only of the 
produce, but also of the slaves and cattle of the Mantineans. 

By the extraordinary rapidity of his march, Epameinondas arrived Bttunior 
within the Mantiuean territories before the enemy had the slightest SjJUn a 
intelligence of his movements, and he found them exactly in that Mutina. 
situation which be had preconceived. The harvest was ready for 
carrying, and the whole of the slaves, and many of the inhabitants, 
were in the fields, bnsily employed in collecting the crops, and unsus- 
picious of the slightest danger. But the present adverse fortune of 
Epameinondas had not yet forsaken him. The Hantineana had des- 
cried die approach of his cavalry in time to procure the assistance of a 
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body of Athenian horse that had just reached Mantinea after a forced 
march of two days ; they represented so strongly to their allies the 
urgency of their situation, that they consented immediately to remount, 
and to risk an engagement with the renowned, and more numerous, 
cavalry of Thebes and Thessaly; and, although the skirmish waa for 
some time obstinately maintained by both sides, yet the victory, on the 
part of the Athenians was, at last, so complete, that they not only re- 
ceived a solicitation from the enemy's cavalry for a truce to enable 
them to bury their dead, but they frustrated so entirely the plans of 
Epameinondas, that the Mantineans were able, with safety, to secure 
their property. 

The affairs of the Tbebans had now arrived at such a crisis, that it was 
necessary for Epameinondas to attempt something important ; and, as 
well the situation of his array, as the limited term of his expedition, 
the situation of his allies, no less than his own honour, and even his 
safety on his return to Thebes, demanded that he should risk an 
engagement. The army under his command had already suffered 
from want: and, as in an enemy's country he bad no means of 
supplying them with provisions, so the revenues of those states, 
who had assisted them with their forces, was inadequate to maintain 
those forces at a distance from home. The period was last approach- 
ing when he must resign his command, and terminate his expedition. 
Epameinondas, therefore, declared, in public, his resolution to en- 
counter the enemy ; and the joy of his army was strongly evinced by 
the alacrity with which they prepared for battle ; while the renown of 
the Theban name waa shown by the nattering application of some 
Arcadians to be admitted into the corps of Theban clubmen, a body, 
probably, less renowned from their use of the weapon, from which 
they took their denomination, than from the valour which the remem- 
brance of the deeds of Hercules inspired. An an early hour of the 
morning, Epameinondas arrayed his troops in order of battle, marched 
to the foot of Mount Mtenalus, and fixing upon a strong position 
made preparations as if he intended to encamp. By this feint he 
completely deceived his enemies ; who conceiving that he had aban- 
doned all intention of fighting, almost entirely dissolved that order of 
battle in which they had previously arrayed their troops. 

As soon as Epameinondas perceived that his enemies had been com- 
pletely misled by his feint, he gave immediate orders for his troops to 
. resume their arms, and to prepare for battle. He arrayed them nearly 
in that order in which he had placed them on the fortunate day of the 
battle of Leuctrn ; and as he had now less chance of being encompassed 
from the superior number of his army, he was enabled, with more 
safety, to increase the depth of the phalanx. As it was his intention 
to direct his principal attack against the right wing of the enemy, he 
posted the Theban column in front of his left wing ; and arrayed his 
cavalry in squadrons on the flanks of his infantry. By increasing, as 
much as possible, the strength of the cavalry of his left, with which he 
intended to commence the charge, he so much weakened those of his 
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light, that he ordered them to retire to advantageous ground, and not 
to relinquish their position, unless an opportunity of evident success 
should present itself. Although the enemy had dissolved their order 
rf battle, they bad made no arrangements in case of necessity to 
jvoid an engagement, and they were thrown into the utmost contusion 
■hen they observed the approach of Epameinondas. But they had 
tme, before the Tbeban general could commence the attack, to recover 
fair order ; and the Arcadians, according to the previous terms of the 
treaty, occupied the right as the most honourable post; the Lacedfe- 
noniang held the next position, and the cavalry were placed in 
squadrons oa tuu Sank. The action was commenced with the 
cavalry on both sides. But the Lacedaemonians, being totally de- 
fiueat in those light troops which were accustomed to act with 
torse, and in which the Thebans abounded ; and being also much 
inferior in numbers, were quickly repulsed. An engagement then 
msned between the Theban and the Lacedemonian and Arcadian 
B&noy, which was continued for some time with such determined 
obstinacy on both sides, that the issue was long doubtful. But the 
Gnu perseverance of the Thebans at length gave them the supe- 
riority ; the ranks of the enemy were completely broken ; the best 
out of their line took to flight, and, as had been the case at Leuctra, 
dismay immediately seized the remainder of the army, and they gave 
«y on all sides. But, at this moment, when victory was complete, 
Epameinondas received a wound in his breast and was carried from 
& field. The army of the Theban confederacy, deprived of their 
general, of the man who alone could command authority over a body 
composed of troops of so many different states, was seized with con- 
■tenation, and thrown into confusion. They remained, indeed, in 
possesaon of the victory which they had gained ; but so great was 
the panic with which they were seized, that they continued almost 
■Moonless, and were rendered totally incapable of pursuing the ad- 
vantage. The death of Epameinondas ia marked with a magnanimity, 
which was well worthy of the former valour and glory of his life. As 
Mod as be sufficiently recovered, he asked of his attendants if his shield 
■a* safe. When be learned from them that it was, he next inquired 
■f the Thebans had gained the victory. And being also satisfied in 
°te respect, immediately gave orders for the spear, with which he had 
Been transfixed, to be withdrawn, and died expressing the utmost joy 
•t the event of the battle. 

The consequences of this engagement have been thus briefly but 
concisely detailed by Xenophon. Universal expectation, he observes, 
■at strangely deceived by the event of so great a battle. Almost all 
Greece being met in arms, there was nobody who did not suppose that 
is future the victors would command, and the defeated be forced to 
"bey. Bat Fate decided otherwise. Although the Thebans were 
Woriona, neither party gained any advantage: territory, town, or 
dominion, was acquired by none; but more indecision, trouble, and 
"•"fusion pervaded Greece after that battle than previous to it. 



CHAPTER VH. 
PHILIP OF MACEDON. 

I B. C. 383 TO S, C. 336. 

This distinguished prince, who was destined to act so prominent a. 
part io the affairs of Greece, ascended the throne of Macedon about 
three years after the battle of Mantinea. 

Philip, according to the best authorities, was the third and youngest 
soil of Amyntas, king of Macedonia. The eldest brother, whose name 
was Alexander, having fallen, in early life, a victim to the ambitious 
views or vindictive spirit of a powerful relative, who appears to have 
aimed at the sovereign power, Perdiccas, the second in order, suc- 
ceeded to a weak and divided government, and would, in all proba- 
bility, have sunk under the combined weight of foreign and domestic 
hostility, had not Pefopidas, that just and prudent general, interposed 
his prevailing authority, and secured, under the sanction of the Theban 
name, the hereditary throne which belonged to the son of Amyntaa. 
Believed from the menaces of his opponents, Perdiccas declared him- 
self the friend and ally of Thebes; and as a security for the perform- 
ance of everything required on his pari, he committed to the custody 
of Pelopidas, as hostages for his good faith, the person of his brother 
Philip, together with thirty youths of the first distinction in Macedon. 

The confidence thus placed in the noble Theban was not abused. 
On the contrary, all the biographers of Philip agree, that to this in- 
cident in his history may be attributed no small share of his future 
eminence, and particularly of that extensive Influence which he after- 
wards exerted over the sentiments and politics of the leading Greeks. 
The young prince was established in the family of Polymnus, the 
father of Epameinondas ; and the same tutors who had formed the 
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mind of that renowned soldier, were appointed to direct the studies of 
the interesting stranger. The literature, the manners, and the virtues 
of Greece were thus rendered familiar to the susceptible genius of 
Phi'ip ; and what was unquestionably the greatest advantage of all, 
be enjoyed the conversation and example of Epemeinondas himself. 
Spirited and exalted sentiments, and an invincible love of glory, 
narked, at an early period, the character of the Macedonian prince; 
nd this bias of his nature was encouraged and confirmed by his ha- 
bitual intercourse with the son of the high-minded Polymnus. From 
ifee great Theban, too, he learned activity and vigour in all military 
operations ; address and activity in improving all opportunities, and in 
turning to advantage every incident which presented itself amid the 
virions fortunes of war. It has, indeed, been observed by Plutarch 
■"-d others, that it wss only in regard to such qualities as constitute a 
raccessful general, that Philip lent a ready ear to the instructions of 
ha preceptors, and showed an ardent imitation of the example of his 
illustrious friend. In justice, clemency, and true magnanimity, says 
the biographer now mentioned, Philip was not to be compared to 
Epmeinoodas. 

We have no means of ascertaining at what time or from what Hti tn 
dmnge in affairs the royal hostage ceased to have his constant resi- * nd " 
doice at Thebes. It appears certain, however, that he was permitted 
to travel into other parts of Greece, where, under the direction of able 
masKn, be devoted himself to the study of the manners, views, dis- 
positions, and interests of the several individuals or states which, at 
»*t period, engaged most of the public attention. The arts, the 
taming, and elegance of Athens, be seems to have particularly 
Bodied and admired. With the learned men of that city, he formed 
connections which continued the whole course of bis reign. He re- 
wnd the lofty genius of Plato, and was well received by that phi- 
losopher in return. He paid due respect to the rising name of Theo- 
phntstaa, whilst he enrolled the elegant Isocrates in the list of his 
devest friends. Nor was the intercourse which he maintained with 
Athens exclusively devoted to the cultivation of his talents or the 
improvement of his taste. The political state, also, of that important 
"spiral, the passions, the views, and even the corruptions of its inha- 
btmrs, were objects which fixed his attention and extended his 
knowledge of human nature. No man ever knew better than Philip 
*D the weakness and all the strength of the Athenian character : and 
no one was more ready to esteem the good qualities of that people, to 
&*pise their faults, and to derive advantage from their prejudices, 
ftofeace, and fickleness. 

In the coarse of bis travels, he procured for himself the honour of 
'Wuation into the grand mysteries of Ceres, at one of the celebrations 
"■which be first met with Olympias, the second daughter of the king inun 
of Epirns, and at that time highly distinguished by the beauty and J/"' 
P*s of her person. He is also supposed to have accompanied 
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EpameinoiidaB in some of those expeditions which raised to such a 
height the military reputation of that great Theban, and to have 
studied under him those practical details of the art of war, which can 
be learned nowhere but in the field of battle. 

The time, however, was fast approaching when the exigencies of his 
paternal kingdom demanded his presence, and gave mil scope to the 
exercise of his natural talents as well as of his acquired skill, in the 

. arduous duties of a commander and statesman. The conflict with 
the Thessalians, in which Pelopidas lost his life, and the still more 
momentous struggle at Mantinea, where Epameinondas died the 
death of a brave soldier, had deprived Hacedon of her best friends 
and most efficient allies, and left her almost single banded to maintain 
an unequal warfare with Athens, as well as with the barbarians who 
dwelt on her own borders. Bardyl lis, the veteran king of the Illyrians, 
availing himself of the circumstances now mentioned, and having no 
longer before his eyes the fear of Thebes, or the terror of her victorious 
generals, seized the opportunity of renewing upon Macedon a claim 
for tribute, said to have been paid by former sovereigns, and particu- 
larly by Amyntaa, the father of Perdiccaa. A refusal on the part of 
the Macedonian led to a trial of strength in the field. The valour of 
each army was equal ; but the Illyrians were better disciplined and 
better commanded, and found no difficulty in gaining a complete 
triumph. Perdiccas, who endeavoured to make bravery stand in the 
place of military skill, fell covered with wounds; whilst the poor 
remains of his army, of whom more than four thousand were cat to 
pieces, were obliged to lay down their arms and submit to the mercy 
of the conqueror. 

■ The throne of Macedon being thus rendered vacant, Philip was 
called upon to succeed his brother at the helm of affairs, either in his 
own right or in that of an infant nephew, the son of the late king. 
We are assured by Diodorus that Philip was still detained at Thebes 
in quality of a -hostage, when the news of the total defeat of the Mace- 
donians and the death of their king reached his ears. But it is more 
probable that, as Athemeus has recorded, be waa already in one of the 
frontier provinces exercising a separate authority, or even possessing a 
portion of royal power, as was sometimes permitted to the younger 
branches of his family, when the serious reverses sustained by his 
countrymen opened a path to the painful pre-eminence of ruling a 
divided people, and of commanding a vanquished army. 

Circumstanced as Macedon was, at tins conjuncture, a prince whose 
only virtue was courage must necessarily have completed its ruin ; 
and one who possessed less of this virtue than Philip, would not have 
attempted to re-establish it. The greater part of its forces had either 
perished in the field, or been taken prisoners by the enemy ; and the 
Illyrians had scarcely gratified their rage for plunder, when the 
Pannians, a barbarous arid warlike people, who Inhabited the moun- 
tains of Macedonia, descended into the plains, to complete the work 
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* destruction which the others bad begun. Ancient pretensions also 
Id the sovereignty of this unhappy kingdom were once more renewed, 
to the part of two powerful competitors. Pausanias, whom Iphicrates 
W set aside, openly asserted his right to the throne, and was now n 
wdy to invade the country , at the head of a large army of Thracians, ^Jj^ 
■bo were induced to support his title. Argsaus too, the ancient rival 
cf king Amyntas, had a strong party in some of the principal towns ; 
whilst the people of Athens, resenting the conduct of the late king 
Wiccas, in joining the Tbeban confederacy, and opposing the 
Athenian claim on Amphipolis, sent Mantius to second his attempt, 
tith a strong fleet and three thousand soldiers. 

Philip was not dismayed at these formidable preparations to dispute 
bis succession. Deriving from nature great strength of mind, and 
laving rendered himself a complete master of human motives, his 
fi»t eves were exerted to revive the courage of the Macedonian 
P«pls, and to restore discipline to their broken and dispirited army. 
On this occasion, as through tjic whole coarse of his public life, he 
miled himself of the superstitious feelings of his countrymen ; and 
"tier invented or brought to their recollection the remarkable response 
«* the oracle, which portended that Macedon should rise to the very 
highest pitch of greatness, under a son of Amyntas, of whose family 
Philip was now the sole survivor. Having thus identified his own 
person with that of the prophetic hero, this enterprising prince had no 
'hnJculty in rousing his subjects to new efforts. Reminding them of 
fair ancient prowess, he set before them the brilliant rewards of 
suliraiy toils; and by the exertion of an irresistible eloquence, he 
bodied in their hearts at once the love of glory, the desire of revenge, 
ud the animating glow of ambition. The warlike genius of his hi. ™ 
™ancter displayed itself in a variety of improvements, applied not s"" 1 "*- 
ttly to the constitution of his army, but more particularly to the art 
fl employing their energies in the presence of an enemy : and in a 
short time the forces of Macedon, so lately vanquished and despised 
by a barbarian general, struck terror into the best-disciplined ranks, 
■nd snatched victory from the most experienced troops of Greece. 
The phalanx was long a memorial of the fine talents of Philip, and the 
*«ns of his greatest triumphs. The weight and valour of its files 
tore down all opposition among the armies of the east ; and even the 
wtoricus legions of Rome gave way before the impenetrable thicket 
tf spears, and the huge mass of physical strength with which its onset 
** accompanied. 

The niyrians having retired, or been driven from a territory which 
v*j had nearly exhausted, and the Pssonians showing no disposition 
to any on a war merely for the sake of reputation against so active a 
**der as Philip, there remained in the mean time only the Athenians, 
*& their ally Argons, to exercise the vigilance and employ the arms 
"the Macedonian commander : but the power and opportunities of 
tntae antagonists were extremely formidable. The Athenian fleet 
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under Mantius anchored before Methone, a city placed on the Ther- 
maic Golf, and at that time in subjection to the government of 
Attica. Here A rgseus joined with such forces as he had been able to 
raise, and proceeded forthwith to lay siege to Edessa, or Egse, the 
capital of the Macedonian province of Pieria, hoping that the fall of 
so important a place would immediately produce the submission of 
the rest of the kingdom. The Dame of Philip, however, had already 
given confidence to his partisans, and prepared them for a vigorous 
resistance; and accordingly, when Argeus. appeared before the walls 
of the devoted town, he saw so little prospect of success, that it 
became his immediate care to prevent the destruction of the troops 
committed to his charge ; and with this view he adopted the instant 
resolution of effecting a retreat to Methone. But this contingency 
had been foreseen by Philip, who attacked him on his march, and after 
a smart engagement, in which Argreua fell, succeeded in making 
prisoners nearly the whole of the army. Such of these as were 
Macedonians, the prince, without hesitation, incorporated with hie 
own ranks ; whilst, in the spirit of a liberal generosity, he sent the 
Athenians home, loaded with kindness, and full of respect for their 
youthful conqueror, to lay the foundation of that popularity on which 
he afterwards built his fame and influence as the ruler of Greece. 
vinorT mm To deliver his western frontier from the constantly menacing atti- 
Budyiu*. tmjg f the xilyrians, Philip resolved to anticipate the movements of 
that active enemy by making an inroad upon them. The veteran 
Bardyllis, though now passed his ninetieth year, appeared at the 
head of his forces to oppose the Macedonians; and in a battle which 
ensued, he acted with a spirit and activity worthy of his former fame, 
till he fell fighting, surrounded by seven thousand of his bravest 
soldiers. A victory so signal was attended with the most important 
consequences. Illyria became a Macedonian province ; and instead of 
being, as formerly, a perpetual source of annoyance, it added greatly to 
the strength and repose of the rising kingdom of Philip. 

Having thus subdued his turbulent neighbours, and extended bis 
sway farther than any of his predecessors had done, the active mind 
of the youthful king was now fixed upon the aggrandizement of his 
states, and upon the acquisition of a degree of power which might 
make itself felt in the remotest parts of Greece. Such projects soon 
brought him into contact with the leading republics of the south, and, 
in particular, roused against him all the suspicions and military strength 
of Athens. 

■ To understand, however, the circumstances in which this youthful 
prince first tried the fortune of war in opposition to the Athenians, we 
must revert for a moment to the condition wherein the leading states 
of Greece found themselves placed, immediately after the battle of 
Man tinea. 
suif or During the arduous struggle between Thebes and Lacedffimoii, the 

°"* w - influence of Athens was gradually on the increase, and after the fall 
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j the supremacy deported from his country ; whilst 
A rival, Sparta, was too much reduced to have the power of securing 
ie prize for which it had spent its best blood and treasure. But the 
Athenian people were already beginning to feel the subduing force of corditiuii 
i more dangerous enemy than even the sword of The ban or Laced*- of jv 
nonian ; they were fast becoming the victims of effeminacy and os- 
tentation ; and in proportion as thev had less to fear abroad, they 
illowed themselves to become more licentious, giddy, and extravagant 
at home. Devoted to public amusements, they spent much of their 
time in the theatre, and lavished on such places of public resort, 
together with the baths, the shows, and the festivals, the greater 
portion of that wealth which should have been employed in strength- 
aiing their interests, and creating means of defence. The toils and 
privations of actual war could no longer be endured by the soft citizen, 
the lover and patron of the arts ; and mercenaries accordingly were 
amght on all hands to fill up the ranks of the phalanx, and even to 
occupy those posts of honour in the field, once so ardently coveted by 
the brave contemporaries of Cimon and Miltiades. The stern eloquence 
of Demosthenes, and his moving appeals to their fears and to their 
pride alternately, produced but weak resolutions or transitory efforts, 
when the luxurious Athenian, thinking the alarm false, or the danger 
gone by, returned to his music, bis poetry, or theatrical entertain- 
ment, leaving the orator to exaggerate and the multitude to applaud. 

Sparta, as we have already observed, had been greatly weakened by portion of 
the successes of Thebes, and still more by the wise policy of her great 8 P« U - 
leader Epameinondas. He withdrew from LaceoVmon the more 
powerful of her dependents, by encouraging Argos to turn her arms 
against her; by exciting the Arcadians to establish their independence, 
and by enabling the Messenians to rebuild and fortify the city from 
which their ancestors had been expelled by the unfeeling dictates of 
Sparta. In this way was she surrounded by many secret or declared 
monies, who had felt her oppression, and who therefore were re- 
seised to prevent the restoration of the power; whilst she, regarding 
them as revolted subjects, showed the utmost desire to reduce them 
to their former obedience. Hence arose a spirit of discontent and 
dineosion among the inhabitants of Peloponnesus, which it was 
Philip's interest to keep alive, and from which he afterwards drew no 
inconsiderable advantage. 

The Thebana again, whose mental qualities were not of the highest Thei™. 
cider, possessed little hold upon the reverence or submission of Greece. 
Obstinate and brave, they were equal to everything under the guid- 
ance of Epameinondas, whose talents had rendered them sovereigns 
of Bceotia, and arbiters of the neighbouring states. But the battle of 
Mantinea had closed this reign of glory, two summers before Philip 
ascended the throne ; and all that now remained to them of their 
proud character were only its fierceness and ambition. From them, 
therefore, the Macedonians had nothing to fear ; and it is farther de- 
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serving of notice, that the only general they had, after Epameinondas, 
was Pammenes, the early and devoted friend of the aspiring monarch 
whose life is now before us. 

The Phocians and Thessalians were by no means formidable, either 
"* for genius or power. The former, indeed, were brave, determined, 
■■ and persevering ; and in this protracted war with the other states of 
Greece, they displayed a degree of military skill and fortitude which 
shed no small lustre over their fall. At the period, however, more 
immediately under consideration, Phocis presented no serious obstacle 
to the ambitious views of Philip. The people of Thessaly, too, noted 
for fickleness and the love of change, pursued a line of policy so com- 
pletely subversive of their independence, as soon to throw into the 
scale in favour of Macedon the mil weight of the power which a 
clearer view of their own interest would have led them to employ 
against her. In recompense for the assistance which he lent them to 
expel the tyrants Tisipbonus, Pitholans, and Lycophron, they gave to 
Philip the liberty of using and even of commanding their ports and 
shipping. Their cavalry too, the best and most celebrated in Greece, 
was appointed to accompany him in all his campaigns ; and thus, by 
means of a gentle and affable address, and by affecting the greatest 
moderation amidst the most splendid success, he secured to himse lf 
all the advantages of conquest, while lie avoided the opprobrium at- 
tached to a selfish policy and ambitions views. 

From this brief survey of the several members of the Grecian body, 
„_ it is manifest that Athens was, in all respects, the most formidable, 
and possessed of the most extensive influence. The prudence of 
Philip's administration, therefore, naturally dictated to him the ex- 
pediency of cultivating peace, in the mean time, at least, with this 
ambitious though degenerate state. To secure the favour of the 
Athenians, accordingly, it would appear that he offered the assistance 
of his arms to repress the power of the Olynthians, and to recover for 
his new allies the possession of Amphipolis, a city which they had 
formerly held, and the command of which they now most ardently 
coveted. Amidst much doubt as to the terms and object of this 
alliance, it is clear that a plan was concerted between the Athenian 
and Macedonian governments for the reduction of Olynthus by their 
combined arms. It is also ascertained, that the first movements made 
to realize their purpose were attended with success. Potidaa yielded 
to the attack of Philip, and Torone, a place of importance, submitted 
to the confederates; both of which received Athenian garrisons, and 
owned the Athenian power. Olynthus thus hemmed in, and deprived 
of the principal means of defence, could not long have resisted the 
united force of two such powerful enemies : and the met that it did 
not fall at this epoch, is to be ascribed to the operation of causes 
which are now imperfectly understood, but which were probably con- 
nected with an increasing feeling of jealousy between the confederated 
powers themselves. 
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For the next event, the hinge on which the following history of 
Athene and Macedonia tarns, the historian wholly fails us, and the 
ntars to whom we owe certain knowledge of the important fact, 
brre avoided till detail and all circumstances. That the purpose of 
Athens in the Olynthian war was conquest there can be no reasonable 
tabt; nor have her orators disguised that intention on her part. 
TV views of Philip, however, are less obvious. To circumscribe the 
pwer of Olynthus, long a formidable neighbour to Macedonia, or even 
to root out that power altogether, might seem expedient to this politic 
anunsnder; bat to establish the reign of Athens over the whole 
Macedonian coast, without any security or compensation to his own 
annuymen, is a measure which indicates no trace of the wisdom by 
which Philip's proceedings were on all occasions distinguished. The 
wmt, however, above alluded to, and which took place at this period, 
threw a strong light on the motives of the one party, and determined 
My the conduct of the Others. Of Methone and Pydna, the prin- 
upal seaports in his dominions, the Athenians had long possessed the AmMiknu 
tinner, though adjoining both his capitals, Pella and Edessa ; the ™ e *'" ol 
other being the only maritime town which had been retained in sub- 
jection to Macedon, was now in the hands of Philip. Upon this im- 
portant place, also, the insatiable ambition of Athens darted its views ; 
md sending her Beet thither, she encouraged the inhabitants to revolt, 
promising them the support and protection of the Athenian people. 

A more flagrant breach of confidence could not well be committed. 
h»as in vain for Philip to send ministers to Athens to complain of 
•he injury : no redress was obtained. On the contrary, Demosthenes, 
in his harangues to the people, congratulated them on this accession 
■> their power, as well as on the loss sustained by one whom he was 
phased to pronounce their enemy. The met is thus clearly avowed, 
though no attempt is anywhere made to justify it, or even to set forth 
the motives which induced the Athenian admiral to violate, by so un- 
mbiguous a measure, the alliance then subsisting between his republic 



Having in this manner forfeited the co-operation of Philip, the sieg* or 
Athenians relaxed in their efforts against Olynthus. Confining their $£V^F M ' 
views in the mean time to Amphipolis, they sent their general Iphi- 
ostes against it with a considerable armament; but as this able officer 
*■ superseded at the very moment he was arranging terms for a 
•spallation, the Amphipolitans refused to close the negotiation, and 
*»d again to their arms. The siege was raised, and the troops, 
now under Timotheus, were directed against some inferior towns on 
the coast of Thrace, the capture of which but poorly rewarded the 
abnm, and ill answered the expectations, which attended the equip- 
■"eat of fleets and armies. 

It was reserved for other means than the sword and the battering- 
! "b to reduce Amphipolis. Charidemus, an Athenian general, who 
h*d passed over to the Olynthians with the forces under his command, 
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seems to have induced the leading men of that city to espouse the 
cause which he himself had appeared to desert. He used his interest 
so successfully with the Amphipolitans, that they consented to abjure 
the Olynthian dominion, and to embrace the protection of Athens ; 
but in what manner, or by what argument this revolution was effected, 
it is now in vain to conjecture, it being a point of honour with the 
Athenian democrats to conceal and reward every act of treachery 
which seemed to promote their own views. 



m Before we proceed to nnfold the operations which occurred in the 
war between Macedon and Athens, we shall record a few of the 
more interesting events which diversified the domestic life of Philip. 
Upon his return to Macedon, afar his successful campaign against the 
tyrants of Thessaly, when already regarded with admiration as a con- 
summate soldier and statesman, Olympias, the daughter of the king of 
Epiras, was conducted with all due honours to his court, where their 
espousals were celebrated with much pomp and magnificence. The 
beauty and liveliness of this princess bad struck him forcibly, when he 
first met her at Samothrace, whilst engaged in the mysteries of Ceres ; 
but the fidelity of Philip, as a husband, has been generally called in 
question ; and his irregularities on this head were no doubt the- cause 
of the family quarrels which rendered himself so unhappy, and excited 
suspicious as to the legitimacy of Alexander's birth. In due time, 
the birth of an heir gratified the hopes of Macedon ; and the news of 
the queen's delivery reached the ears of the delighted monarch 
immediately after listening to the account of a victory gained by 



PHILIP OF MACEDON. 129 

"is general Parmenio, and of a prize obtained by his chariots at the 
Olympic games. 

Philip had from his earliest years affected or felt a deep respect for 
fanning, and toe profounder branches of philosophy ; and among the 
pat men to whose precepts he had 
listened, and from whose feme he had 
faired lustre to his court, was the cele- 
brated Aristotle. The letter addressed to 
&) sage, by the Macedonian sovereign 
m the birth of bis son, is familiar to 
my reader of Grecian history, and has 
been universally regarded as expressing 
■t oooe his reverence for the great Stagi- 
rite, and his sense of the vast importance 
of giving a right bias to the mind of a 
jroth who was destined to preside over AiuwUe 

the fortunes of a powerful kingdom. The 
fpwk runs as follows ; — 

" King Philip to Aristotle. Health I 

"Ten sre to know that a son hath been bora tons. We thank the Phiiip'i 
pds, not bo much for having bestowed him on us, as for bestowing jSSToJf,, 
■■ at a time when Aristotle lives. We assure ourselves that you 
*i0 fonn him a prince worthy to be our successor, and a king worthy 
tfMscedon. Farewell!" 

We pass over the absurd anecdotes which have been preserved by 
antral annalists, relating to the various dreams and omens which 
'Mowed forth the future greatness of Alexander. These, as well as 
ihe monstrous fiction which was invented to connect his paternity with 
• riat of Jupiter Amnion to the chamber of Olympias, were no doubt 
dilated to feed the contemptible vanity of the prince, at the period 
*hea, elated by his numerous triumphs, he thought proper to spurn 
"W recollections of an earthly origin, and to lay claim to the honour of 
> divine descent. The gossip of Macedonian soothsayers is beneath 
™ notice of history ; and although Bay le has gravely dilated on the 
*te which the queen addressed to her son on the eve of his departure 
fe Asia, we cannot allow ourselves to believe that the ridiculous story 
tfHw serpent was ever countenanced by Olympias. 

Bat to return to Philip and the interests of Greece, we may observe. s«w Wu. 
that almost immediately after the unsuccessful attempt made by the 
A&emins on Amphipolis, a revolt took place among their confederates 
ti home, which led to what has been called the Social War. Rhodes, 
**•*, Byzantium, and the newly-established commonwealth of Cos, 
""ed together to resist a dominion which they considered not only 
^easive but degrading ; andtbey engaged in their alliance Mausolus, 
tag of Curia, who, as well as the others, suffered from Athenian 
QKaons upon the commerce of his subjects. Measures being then 
"foiled, they joined in declaring to the government of Athens, " that 
[h. o.] K 
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they were resolved henceforward to protect their owe commerce with 
their own fleets, and wanting thus nothing from the Athenian navy, 
they would of course pay no tribute for its support" The island of 
Euboea, too, actuated by similar motives, was eager to throw off the 
yoke; and, for this purpose, invited to their aid a small army of 
Thcbans, who crossed over, in order to establish a footing among 
their allies, before the people of Athens could adopt any measures to 
shake their independence. All these precautions, however, were in 
vain. The Athenians, under the prudent command of Timothens, 
soon recovered their influence among the Eubreans, and reduced the 
The ban troops to such distress, that, without coming to a battle, they 
were glad to accept of a capitulation and return home. 

The other confederates were not so easily brought to a concession. 
But before any decisive steps were taken against them, and just as the 
victorious general was listening to the congratulations excited by his 
return from Eubcea, messengers arrived from Amphipolis, with the 
alarming news that Olynthus and Macedonia were united in a con- 
federacy, to cany their arms against that favourite colony of the Athe- 
nian people, so recently restored to their dominion ; adding that it 
must necessarily fall, if not succoured with that speedy support which 
they were sent to supplicate. 
Philip'* The situation of Macedonia, deprived of sea-ports, and having her 

oi^Itb * 1tt cen ' ra ' provinces occupied by Athenian garrisons, dictated to Philip 
the expediency of this alliance with Olynthus. Pydna had been 
seduced from him by the most unjustifiable means ; and he had re- 
cently seen Amphipolis transferred to the same people, by the operation 
of a species of influence which justly excited his strongest suspicions. 
PotidaW and Methone were likewise subject to Athens ; and the 
remainder of the sea-coast was in the possession of the Olynthians, 
with whom he had waged a hazardous war, for the sake of his Athe- 
nian allies, who requited his services by the seduction and capture of 
Pydna. Olynthus and Macedonia, indeed, were not likely to remain 
long on terms of friendship. Their interests were so diametrically 
opposed, that the rise of the one almost necessarily implied the 
depression of the other ; and yet they had both suffered so much in- 
justice at the hands of the Athenian government, and had been treated 
with such barefaced iniquity, that they agreed in the meantime to 
forget their mutual aggressions and individual advantage, and profit by 
the embarrassment of that people, now engaged in an arduous war 
with their allies, in order to drive them for ever from the coasts of 
Macedonia, and the shores of western Thrace. 

Nothing was more unexpected at Athens, than a treaty such as this 
between Macedon and Olynthus. The possibility of it even had never 
once occurred to the orators and popular leaders of that aspiring city ; 
and the tidings, accordingly, that Philip had joined bis victorious arms 
to those of their inveterate enemies, the Olynthians, spread dismay and 
confusion through all classes of the republic This event afforded a 
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■if opportunity for covering with reproach that unprincipled party, 
»)w, by advising the nefarious aggression at Pydna, had forced a 
ndoible ally to become a dangerous enemy. Violent disputes and 
much conflicting oratory ensued between the antagonist members of 
■Iministration ; of which the result was, according to the mind of the 
wereign multitude, that negotiation should be entered into with the 
Macedonians and Olynthians, and the whole military strength of the 
Kite employed for the important purpose of reducing their rebellious 
»ife. 

It belongs to the general historian to trace the progress of the war Opcwiou 
*Wi Athens carried on against the several communities which had ^"'P- 
■wd to throw off her yoke. In this summary, we shall confine cur- 
sives to the operations of Philip and his new confederates in the 
Mrth, m pursuing the plan which he had adopted for diminishing the 
Athenian influence in the Macedonian and Thracian colonies. 

In pursuance of the decree passed at Athens, envoys were forth- 
with despatched to Macedon ; and commissioners were sent thence in 
Worn to treat, mi the part of Philip and the Olynthians, in the Athe- 
°j*n capital. Various proposals were made by both parties without 
a J snccess, and perhaps without any sincere desire of accommodation 
K either side. In the meantime, the alliance between Macedon and 
Oljntbus was advancing to a conclusion, a measure of which the eipe- 
feoCT was rendered more manifest by the negotiation lately attempted 
*"ith the common enemy. Philip resigned in favour of his allies the 
Sty of Anthemus, which originally belonging to Macedon, had twice 
(hanged its masters, and now reverted to a people whose dominion 
*N cherished, and who set a high value on the possession. 

Bat all this arrangement and concession on the part of the Mace- (kptnr* of 
dorian monarch, was only preparatory to the execution of his settled Am P hi P° 11 '- 
ptrpote of wresting Amphipolis from the hands of the Athenians. 
The siege being formed, the skill which Philip had acquired in the 
twee of attack, availed him greatly in hia efforts to intimidate the 
townsmen into compliance; and the influence of a friendly party 
*ithin the walls contributed, it is thought, not less than his battering 
ogines, to dispose the garrison to listen readily to terms. Diodoms, 
it is true, informs us that the town was taken by storm ; and there 
do be no doubt that the Athenian faction made a desperate resistance, 
■d tart much blood in defence of their works, as well as in repelling 
■he various assaults which were made, wherever a breach was practi- 
cable. At length the determined resolution of the assailants deprived 
"* besieged at once of the hope and of the means of holding out till 
tfcf could arrive from the Athenian territory. A surrender took 
PW ; and on this occasio*n the humanity and liberal spirit of Philip 
"Be strikingly set forth, and added much to the reputation for mag 
""Dimity which he had formerly acquired. No one was put to death 
** Wing opposed the views of the king, or for entertaining political 
***"■' ' inconsistent with his claims. Only the most violent of 
12 
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the Athenian partisans were banished, because they could not be 
trusted in a place now held by a different interest, or voluntarily with- 
drew, as not thinking themselves safe under so complete a change of 
circumstances. All prisoners of war were freely dismissed. The 
affability of Philip, and his kind consideration for all, gained every 
h. c. 856. heart ; and in uniting Amphipolis to the Macedonian kingdom, he did 
as little violence to the feelings of its inhabitants as to its municipal 



Cmpuimof Having settled the affairs of this important station, the conquerors 
pSS!^ next proceeded to Pydna. Notwithstanding the revolt which had 
done so much discredit both to themselves aria to the Athenians, there 
still remained among the citizens, a strong party attached to the in- 
terests of Philip, and such an arrangement was privately made with 
these adherents, as opened the gates of the town at the first approach of 
the Macedonian army. His nest object was the reduction of Potidsea. 
This place the reader is aware bad formerly belonged to Olynthns ; 
and the oppressive nature of the Athenian government had already 
prepared the minds of most of the people for retaming to their ancient 
allegiance, which the presence of a garrison within their walls alone 
prevented them from effecting. Aa soon therefore as the combined 
forces of the Macedonians and Olynthians appeared before the town, 
the Athenian party consulted their safety by retiring into the citadel, 
where they were almost immediately compelled to surrender at dis- 
cretion. 
Oman With his usual humanity, Philip instantly provided for the personal 

j»u=y ° r security and comfort of the prisoners who thus fell into his hands. 
p ' Giving up Potidtea to the Olynthians, he reserved nothing for himself 
but the right of disposing of the Athenians found within the walls ; 
sensible that his interference was absolutely necessary to protect these 
unfortunate persons from the rage of the natives, who would have 
made haste to revenge upon them the tyrannical treatment of which 
they had reason to complain. The generous policy of the Mace- 
donian prince did not confine itself to mere personal security. He 
liberally supplied the wants of his prisoners in the meantime ; and 
without burdening them with the payment of ransom, or in any way 
restricting their liberty of action, he sent them to Athens at bis own 

The effects of this campaign made a deep impression on the Athe- 
nians. Every dependency of any consequence, on the northern shore 
of the jEgean, from the confines of Tbessaly to the Thracisn Cher-- 
sonesns was wrested from them, and added to the strength of their 
growing enemies. Meanwhile the Confederate or Social War, engaged 
their whole attention, and occupied all their means, without affording 
the most distant prospect of a favourable issue. Philip, eager to profit 
by this embarrassment at Athens, and to derive some advantage from 
his conquests, directed his thoughts to the gold mines of Thrace, which 
being at no great distance from Amphipolis, seem to have given to 
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this colon j- the great value which it all along possessed in the eyes of 
Se Athenians. At this period Cotys or Sitalces was king of all {-^ 
Thrace ; a singular person, and one who affected to exchange the un- 
poKshed mode of life habitual to his countrymen, for the soft and 
aeroting lwury of mole southern climates. He possessed little of 
that warlike spirit and savage boldness which had rendered his ances- 
tor so formidable ; but appears to have put his chief confidence in the 
power of Athens, with which he was in alliance, and to one of whose 
generals, Iphicrates, he had given his daughter in marriage. Indeed, 
he appears to have laboured under a species of romantic insanity ; 
which led him to forsake the habitations of men, and the protection of 
ritiss, mat he might plunge into the depth of forests, and hold his 
court amid the wildest scenery of uncultivated nature, exhibiting his 
ttte od the banks of rapid rivers, and receiving perfumes from the 
faros which sprang up around his tents. 

Such was the man against whom Philip conducted his victorious conquwt of 
muy. The particulars of the expedition, indeed, are not recorded ' nB ™' 
wnrttely by any historian, whose works have come down to us. It 
nu, however, perfectly ascertained, that Cotys did not remain to 
inputs the advance of tile Macedonian forces. On the contrary, he 
Bed with precipitation, leaving to the desecration of Philip's soldiers a 
dehghtfol residence in the woods, called Onocarsis, to which, as the 
phce of his chief enjoyments, the infatuated king had opened several 
mnues meeting in a centre. Diffident of his power in thefield, Cotys 
■« determined to try the effect of his literary powers on the mind of 
leinvader. He despatched an epistle to Philip, the contents of which 
We unfortunately not transpired ; but as the perusal of the piece 
Produced a smile on the countenance of his brother monarch, the 
"wenYviinn courtiers caught the feeling which that smile expressed, 
*nd burst out into the loudest merriment at the very idea of a letter 
fan the wrong-headed Cotys. 

Advancing into the country, the king of Macedon found a colony of puiip 
Theaans situated at Crenidse, in ihe neighbourhood of the mines ; for jgyffff 
* sppeare that the people of Thasus had derived a lucrative employ- o»nuy- 
nent from working the veins of gold. This colony he instantly dis- 
lodged, and settled Macedonians in their place, giving to the new 
Wsblishment the name of Philippi, so famous afterwards in Roman phiuppi. 
wary for the defeat of Brutus and Cassias. He next proceeded to 
tumme the state of the celebrated mines. His soldiers descended 
*tth torches, and soon discovered a vein which had not been wrought 
R ■ considerable tuna They found, however, that the former pos- 
■Mn had not been deficient either in art or perseverance. Canals 
■d been contrived with infinite pains to drain off the water, which 
*v directed into what appeared to them to be subterraneous lakes : 
fid, on the whole, though the works bore recent marks of neglect or 
'poraoce, Philip saw abundant encouragement for renewing operations 
on a large scale. Numbers were accordingly employed, and all the 
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contrivances which ingenuity could suggest, were immediately pat in 
action, to draw from this fund of wealth greater treasures than it had 
hitherto yielded. Nor were his labours unattended with success, for 
the addition which he thus made to his resources was estimated at ten 
thousand talents, or two millions sterling annually; a sum so im- 
probably large, that we cannot free our minds from the suspicion of a 
material inaccuracy. The amount has been reduced to a thousand 
talents, a retnm not only much more reasonable, when viewed in 
reference to the means used for obtaining it, but also more commen- 
surate with the wants which Philip had to supply, and the military 
operations which he had to defray. 

While the Macedonians were thus successfully realizing their pro- 
jects upon Thrace, a rebellion was stirred up against Cotys by Milto- 
cytlies, a prince of his own family ; and, although this absurd king 
was in alliance with Athens, and had been honoured by the Athenian 
people with the freedom of their city and a golden crown, his cause 
was abandoned by the democratdcal party headed by Demosthenes, and 
the views of his unnatural relative encouraged and actively supported. 
The object of this turbulent and unprincipled body was evidently to 
create in Thrace an occasion for their interference against Philip, the 
progress of whose arms had excited no small apprehension in the 
Athenian republic But their plans were not crowned with success. 
Ergophilus, the first commander employed by them, was superseded 
before he could perform anything which deserved a place in history. 
Antocles, too, who was sent to succeed him, was not only in like 
manner soon recalled, but was even prosecuted and condemned for 
want of zeal in this nefarious project Still unrewarded by any ma- 
terial impression on Thrace, the popular chiefs at Athens had however 
the satisfaction to hear that Cotys was assassinated by two brothers, 
citizens of the Grecian town of (Enus, whose names were Heraclides 
and Python. The latter forthwith repaired to Athens, where, in the 
presence of the assembled people, he avowed the murder, and ex- 
pressing his satisfaction with what he had done, demanded the reward 
which the Athenians had been accustomed to give for accomplishing 
the death of a tyrant 

It should seem that Philip, though not an unconcerned spectator of 
what was going forward, abstained rigidly from all participation in 
actual hostility, in favour of either side. He saw the Athenians con- 
tinuing to prosecute their designs against the infant son of the mur- 
dered king, and even stirring up new competitors for the Thracian 
crown ; but neither policy nor a sense of equity', nor even the generous 
humanity upon which he so often professed to act, overcame his 
determination to remain neutral. He estimated, with sufficient fore- 
sight and accuracy, the effects of protracted hostility as well on Athens 
as on Thrace ; and as the great aim of his ambition was to weaken 
both, and to extend his influence over the whole Grecian peninsula, he 
beheld, no doubt, with an inward feeling of satisfaction, the waste of 
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treasure and the effusion of blood, so copiously drawn from the two 
contending parties. 

It belongs to the annalist to detail the sundry movements made by 
die Athenians to accomplish their ends in the neighbourhood of 
Vacedon, even whilst the confederate war raged in other quarters with 
mabated fury. These occurrences do not fall under our department, 
brther than they are connected with 
tie transactions of Philip's reign, and 
his concern in the affairs of Greece : a 
consideration which induces us to 
quicken our steps, to pass over the 
treaty with Thrace, and the settle- 
ment of differences with the confede- 
rated powers, and to proceed at once Coinofphoch. 
to the Sacred or Phocian War ; an 

event which opened, in the very heart of the Grecian states, a theatre 
for the talents, the ambition, and the military skill of the Macedonian 



The war which we have just designated arose from the deep dislike b.c. 355. 
and envy which Thebes entertained towards Phocis and Lacedtemon. s«nd or 
The first of these states was accused of occupying some lands situated phocL "' "■ 
on the banks of the Cephisus, which the religion of ancient times had 
consecrated to Apollo, and thereby consigned to perpetual desolation. 
The Amphictyonic council, instigated by the intrigues of the Thebans, 
and professing to act as the guardians of religion and of the rights of 
the god, whose territory had been violated, found themselves induced 
to impose on the Phocians a heavy fine for their impiety- A similar 
punishment was inflicted on Lacedaunon, for a supposed breach of 
public faith in seizing, at a period of national peace, the citadel of 
Thebes ; bat as the decision of the venerable Amptuctyons was not in 
this case so powerfully backed by popular feeling as it was when 
directed against the sacrilegious Phocians, it seems not to have been 
very rigidly enforced. These last offenders, however, were pursued 
with equal zeal and hatred by the partisans of Thebes, and they were 
on the point of being expelled by their pious neighbours, when the 
sense of injustice, and a clear perception of the hypocritical motives of 
their principal persecutors, drove them to extremities, and dictated an 
appeal to arms. Philomelus, a man of talents and plausible address, 
was appointed their leader ; who by means of certain private resources, 
and a small donation from Archidamns king of Sparta, succeeded in 
raising a body of troops, at the head of which he instantly marched to 
Delphi, took possession of the city, and assumed the custody of the 
temple with its immense treasures. 

A formal decree on the part of the Amphictyons pronounced the rwwf ih= 
people of Phocis enemies to heaven and to Greece, and an invitation *^'" r " 
was addressed to all who acknowledged the authority of the council, 
and who retained any regard for religion, to draw the sword against 
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sacrilege, and thereby to discharge the sacred obligations which they 
owed to the gods and to this country. This summons produced the 
desired effect. In a moment, the Locrians, Thessalians, Perrhtebiaos, 
Dorians, Dolopians, AthamanteanB, Acbasna, Phthiotea, Magnetes, 
CEnians and scone others, influenced either by indignation at the pro- 
fane conduct of the Phocians, or by the intrigues of Thebes, rushed 
into the field to oppose Philomelas and his adherents. 

The Athenians employed in watching Philip, or in directing against 
him the arms of their mercenaries and allies, satisfied themselves with 
an empty promise to the Phocian general, and with the vain forma- 
lities of a treaty. They allowed him to be defeated and killed in a 
battle by the members of the holy alliance; and soon after this event, 
their fears were so much engaged by the menaces of the Persian court, 
that measures of self-defence occupied all their thoughts, and suggested 
the expediency of a lasting peace with the ruler of Macedonia. A 
proposal even was made by some of the leading persons in the Athe- 
nian administration, to invite Philip to join them in an armed defence 
against the common enemy of Greece ; and it is said, that a deputation 
was sent to the other states to induce them to acknowledge Macedon 
as a member of the Hellenic body. This, it is well known, was 
ardently desired by Philip, and was, there is reason to believe, in 
order to gratify that monarch, proposed by acme one of his partisans 
at Athens. The suspicions of Demosthenes, however, and a fall dis- 
closure of the designs of Persia, which were not directed against 
Greece but Egypt, frustrated the hopes of the Macedonian faction, and 
excluded the king from the honour which they had intended for him. 
c, 358. In the meantime, this prince, ever restless and aspiring, ever atten- 
dnctianof tive to the schemes which his ambition dictated, and ever provided 
with some pretence to justify his hostilities against those who were 
obnoxious to him, turned his thoughts to Methone as a city which his 
interests required be should reduce. The Methoneans prepared them- 
selves tor an obstinate defence; and the siege which ensued is chiefly 
remarkable on account of a wound which Philip received in one of his 
eyes, and which has given occasion to several fabulous narratives. It 
was inflicted with an arrow, which, on being extracted, was found to 
have inscribed on it the following label : " Astor to Philip's right 
eye," This expert bowman, it seems, had offered his services to the 
king, recommending himself by the assurance that his skill in shooting 
was so nice, that he could with his arrows strike down a bird in its 
flight. " It is well," said Philip, " I shall make use of thee when I 
wage war with starlings." 

The Athenians had sent succours for the relief of Methone ; but the 
siege was pressed with so much vigour, that these only arrived in time 
to witness the triumph of their active enemy. The city was imme- 
diately rased to the ground ; the lands were divided among the sol- 
diers : and thus, instead of a station which the marauders of Athens 
had long occupied for the annoyance and control of the Macedonians 
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■xl Olynthians, a colony was planted to watch them, in their torn, 
ad to oppose their machinations against the frontier settlements of 
•titer people. 

The moderation of Philip on this, as on all similar occasions, added 
k his character a reputation much more precious and enduring, than 
tie mere fame of conquest. At a time when slavery was the rate of 
■I such prisoners of war, as were not thought deserving of the severer Hnmnlty 
pmalty of death, the Methoneans, who had submitted to his mercy, rfpUu P- 
wthcmt any stipulation, were allowed to march out of the city, every 
adt-idoal with one suit of apparel, in search of a new habitation. 
Tht spirit of party, from which no man has ever suffered more than 
Philp, will not allow that even here his motives were pure, or his 
attentions really humane. The democracy of Athens now began to 
see hi the most praiseworthy actions of the Macedonian, nothing 
besides an insidious desire to extend his influence over Greece, and to 
pan by hypocritical professions those hearts whom ha could not expect 
to subdue by anna. 

Philomelas, the Phocian general, was succeeded by Onomarchus, 
who, with much talent and address, induced his countrymen to con- 
tinue the war, and to repair the losses of their army. After various 
success nearer home, this commander at length courted the alliance 
and co-operation of Lycophron, one of the Tbessalian tyrants whom 
Philip had deposed, and who seems eagerly to have embraced the pre- 
salt opportunity for recovering some portion of his former power. 
Troops were sent into Thessaly to further his views, and to re-establish 
him at Fherte, the capital of his dominions ; where he immediately 
commenced preparations for securing his independence. Philip could 
no longer remain inactive. He marched into Thessaly ; attacked 
Lycophron ; and, notwithstanding the presence of the Phocian army 
under Phayllus, inflicted on him a severe defeat. Onomarchus, how- 
ever, was at hand with a large and well-appointed force, determined 
to revenge the loss sustained by his brother, and to confirm the hopes 
of Lycophron. Philip made haste to meet him, and to prevent, by a 
battle, the inroad which the Phocian meditated. The Macedonian ruAuad 
phahtg was already an object of dread to the best-disciplined troops, ^^*„. 
and Onomarchns knowing both its strength and its weakness, practised 
against it a stratagem, which, on this occasion, succeeded in thwarting 
the consummate generalship of his opponent The Phocians gained a 
victory, the effects of which, in the existing circumstances of Macedon, 
might nave proved fatal to a less determined prince than Philip, but 
which in his case served only to animate his exertions, and to improve 
hi* military tactics, for more successful exertions. 

Onomarchus, after having defeated the Thebans in the heart of their piu»»n 
own dominions, appeared once more in Thessaly as the ally of Ly ■■ ^"p" 1 by 
cophroo, at the head of twenty thousand foot and five hundred horse : 
being stimulated, it is said, by the promise of undisputed power in 
that country, and the command of ail its resources in prosecuting the 
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war with Boeotia and her confederates. The king of Macedon, uniiv- 

timidated by the result of the late conflict with the same enemv, 
instantly took the field to oppose him. The two armies now advanced 
against each other, equally eager to engage, and equally animated wirii 
the hopes of victory. Glory, ambition, and revenge, were the motives 
which stirred in tie breast of Philip, and glowed through all his 
ranks. His cause was fair and popular : he fought against tyranny 
and oppression in the person of Lycophron ; against sacrilege and pro- 
fanation as chargeable upon the Phocians ; and in defence of liberty, 
of Greece, and of Apollo, their injured and favourite divinity. He 
Policy at ordered all his men to deck their heads with laurel, a tree sacred to 
"""*■ that god; whilst the emblems and instruments of worship were dis- 
played in the standards which accompanied his troops into die field. 
Many of the Thessalians too, alienated by the oppression of Lycophron, 
and abhorring the profane alliance in which he had joined, were found 
in the ranks of Macedonia, burning with zeal for religion, as well as 
with a desire to revenge their individual rights upon the bead of this 
usurping chief. The army of Philip, therefore, regarded themselves 
as the soldiers of a pious cause ; commissioned by heaven to inflict 
due punishment on the robbers of temples and the profaners of shrines. 
The Phocians, on the other hand, came into action the champions of 
a national quarrel ; conscious, indeed of having taken a bold step lor 
securing their ancient rights over the structure at Delphi, but smarting 
at the same time under the sense of injurious conduct, on the part of 
the Amphictyons, and of all who attempted to enforce their severe 
decree. The battle which ensued was obstinately contested, and 
victory remained very doubtful. The infantry on each side equal in 
number, and fighting with a resolution which nothing could subdue, 
kept the issue in suspense till the Thesaalian cavalry, led on with their 
characteristic spirit and effect, broke the lines of the Phocians and 
decided the fortune of the day. Horror and dismay hurried great 
numbers of the fugitives into the sea, which was contiguous to the 
field of battle; and among these their general Onomarchus himself. 
A fleet was seen approaching the shore, as if to lend succours to the 
vanquished, or to afford the means of retreat. It was the armament 
under Chares, sent by the Athenians to support the enemies of 
Macedon, and which arrived just in time to witness their complete 
discomfiture. More than six thousand Phocians perished in the con- 
flict, or in the precipitate flight which followed it: the body of their 
chief was sought out and hung upon a gibbet, as a memorial of sacri- 
Dafewgruw legions crime and divine vengeance: and three thousand of their 
M ,nl ' number, who had fallen prisoners of war into the hands of the enemy, 
are reported to have been delivered up to the dreadful penalty which 
was denounced by the general laws of Greece, against the violators of 
sacred things. 

Fear, jealousy, and envy were the prevailing feelings at Athens, 
excited by the news of Philip's victory. Speeches were pronounced, 
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ad reaohitions were passed, sod recrimination between the contending 
■rbes was mutually indulged; but no decisive step was taken to 
beck the rising power of Macedon. Unwilling themselves to take 
Be field, the Athenian demagogues attempted to stir up new enemies 
a Philip in his own neighbourhood ; and are said, with this view, to 
kve negotiated with the Olynthians, the former allies Of Macedon, 
■d to have promised them assistance in whatever enterprise they 
night undertake against the conqueror of Ouoniarct.ua. It was, 
perhaps, at their instigation too, that fresh troubles arose in Thrace ; 
bat whatever might be the source whence they sprang, they only 
aided to the credit of Philip, who strengthened the hands of Cersc- 
hleptes, the reigning prince, and completely baffled the designs of 
the leaden. 

Trie obscurity which hangs over the minor events of ancient times 
prevails ns from ascertaining the exact order in which several of the 
occ u r re nces of Philip's reign took place. For instance, it is difficult 
to determine what space of time elapsed, and what transactions inter- 
vened between the victory gained over the Phocians, and the descent 
of Philip into the lower parts of Greece, with the intention of joining 
the Thebans. It was, however, whilst the memory of his successes 
ns still vivid, and the might of his arms still felt, that he yielded to 
the impetuosity of his Thessalian allies, and appeared at the Straits of 
Thermopyhe. Nor does it appear that Philip was much in earnest 
m this attempt to penetrate into Greece. When Diophantus, the 
Athenian general, refused a passage, no disposition was shown to 
farce it ; and although a slight movement on the part of the Bceotiaus 
would have laid open the Straits, by compelling the enemy to retreat, 
the leader of the Macedonians did not deem it expedient to advance. 
On the contrary, he quietly withdrew his troops, and, after a short 
stay in Theasaly on his march homeward, he finally returned to his 
capital, to watch the progress of events, and to prepare new means for 
availing himself of contingencies. 

Philip had now reached the point at which his ambition had long Hbfa 
aimed ; the power of influencing the councils of Greece, and even ^^„, 
or" controlling the measures of the more prominent States. Theasaly Philip. 
and Thrace being now united to Macedon, either as allies or subjects, 
bis dominion extended from the J5g«ean sea to the Adriatic; and, 
baring in bis possession the principal ports on the eastern and southern 
shores of the neighbouring provinces, he secured the approach to 
his capital against any sodden inroad, meditated by the naval forces 
of the Athenians. His army, the best disciplined and effective in 
Europe, bad an unlimited confidence in bis talents and courage, and 
was ready to follow him wherever he should lead. By the sur- 
rounding republics he was regarded as the avenger of sacrilege ; the 
protector of religion ; and as alone worthy to take the direction in the 
expiation of a crime, which ought to have united the whole world to 
poniah and repress it. Nor was the influence attached to his personal 
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qualities less captivating than the success which crowned his military" 
efforts in the prosecution of a righteous cause. Affable and humane, 
he tempered die exercise of despotic power with a marked attention 
to justice and the feelings of individuals; and whilst he used his 
subjects and their wealth as the means of gratifying his own ambition, 
he gave to every one of them so direct an interest in following up Ids 
views, that they at once admired him as a hero and reverenced him 
as a benefactor. 

Whilst Philip was consolidating his affairs at home, new labours 
were preparing for him by the restless emissaries of the Athenian re- 
publicans. The horror of sacrilege had now lost so much of its force, 
that the Phocians found several of their confederates perfectly disposed 
to share with them the treasures of the Delphian god, and to prosecute 
human ends by means of divine resources. As long as the sacred 
gold continued to be drawn from the repositories of Apollo, no diffi 
* culty was found in raising soldiers to vindicate the sacrilege; and it is 
accordingly mentioned by Diodorus, that in the spring, after the defeat 
of Onomarchus, targe reinforcements were seen pouring in from 
friendly states to augment the Fhocian army, now under Pbaylras, 
the brother of their late commander. Athens, according to his report, 
furnished a mercenary force of no less than five thousand foot and five 
hundred horse; and yet, he adds, the Athenian government from the 
Delphian treasury, drew pay for a still greater number. Lacedamori 
sent one thousand men ; Achaia from various towns two thousand ; 
and Lycophron, the former tyrant of Thessaly, presented himself at 
the head of two thousand. Of these forces, so heterogeneous in their 
materials, and so discordant in their motives, Phayllus, the Pbodan, 
was appointed commander-in-chief. 

These extensive preparations were not attended with any material 
result. The Phocians were repeatedly vanquished by the soldiers of 
Thebes, but apparently with no considerable loss; the former soon 
appearing again in the field, and even assailing the posts of their 
victorious enemies. Phayllus soon repaired his losses, and, by a 
system of rapid movements and sudden attacks, which the more 
phlegmatic Thebans were not always prepared to meet, made a deep 
impression on their army, and even reduced one of their principal 
towns. On the death of this general, however, the Phocians were 
less successful ; for hazarding a battle near Chseronea, under the 
direction of Mnaseas, they sustained a serious overthrow, and lost 
many of their best troops. 

Thebes and Phocis, the principals in this sacred war, were about 
this time diverted from the main object of their hostilities, by the 
attention which each was called upon to pay to the interest of certain 
cities placed under their protection. The scene of warfare was 
accordingly transferred into Peloponnesus, where Sparta, assisted by 
the Phocians, drew out their forces against the people of Megalopolis, 
who, on their return, were encouraged and reinforced by the presence 
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f" toe Thebans. It belongs not to the object of this history to trace 
ae operations of a subordinate contest; nor to unfold the cause 
■d progress of the troubles, which about this time arose in Eubcea, 
ad gave occasion to the interference of the Macedonians. We, 
iaefore, proceed to the third period of the Sacred War, which TUri period 
ud the effect of bringing Philip into more intimate relations with the ^£^" ™ lnd 
eading states of Greece, than had at any former juncture subsisted 
"etween them, and during which, Athens and Macedon became the 
naripal belligerent powers. 

It bad all along been the policy of the Athenian party to create 
votk lor Philip among bis Thracian or Thessalian neighbours, and to 
p»e employment to his arms at a distance from their own territory. 
The Olynthians, at first the enemies and afterwards the allies of 
Macedonia, were now induced by the popular leaders at Athens to 
break truce with that prince, and to throw themselves upon the pro- 
Rctkn of their state. It is not easy to perceive an adequate motive 
nr mis revolution at Olynthns. In former times, indeed, the naval 
power of Athens was predominant throughout the Mgssji .sea; and the 
MmdfjniMMj though victorious on land, had occasionally to endure 
both insult and loss, from the marauding expeditions which from time 
o tone appeared on the coast, under the flag of that people. Unable 
d protect his own property, Philip could not extend protection to his 
dependents or allies ; but in order to obviate these evils, he had of 
ate directed his attention so successfully to the establishment of a 
marine, as to be able not only to ward off the piratical assaults of his 
""»», but even to carry the war into their own harbours. Ships Fomrfbi 
bearing his authority had already taken and plundered the islands of £Jm£ ' 
Imbros and Lemuos ; had forced the sea-port of Genistas in Eubcea, 
and captured a fleet of merchantmen richly laden ; and, what made a 
aill deeper impression at Athens, the coast of Attica itself was visited 
by a hostile armament, and the sacred ship Paralus was taken out of 
the very harbour of Marathon. The Olynthians, therefore, had every- 
thing to fear from the power and activity of Philip, as an enemy, 
when they deserted his interests, and exposed themselves to the fury 
of his revenge. This politic commander was yet in Thrace, when 
information reached him of the prevalence acquired by the Athenian 
party at Olynthns, and the threatened secession of that state from 
the Macedonian alliance. Without delay he exerted his utmost en- 
deavours to know the cause of so unexpected a revolution ; to hear 
complaints, to remove grievances, if any were felt, and by all means to 
restore between the governments that unshaken confidence, without 
which peace could not subsist This, says Demosthenes, it was the 
business of the Athenians to prevent ; and to effect that object, the 
measures employed by the popular agents proved in a little time 
eflectnaL 

Throughout this negotiation, the promises of Athenian aid were so 
unpfe, but the Olynthians imagined the war waa to be almost entirely 
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carried on by their new allies. A fleet, with a small land force under 
Chares, was, no doubt, despatched with due expedition to ravage such 
parts of the coasts as owned obedience to Macedon, and even to extend 
a predatory war a little way into the interior. No preparation being 
made to oppose him, the Athenian commander succeeded so well in 
his plundering campaign, that at the end of a short period, he returned 
home to his employers laden with booty, to feast the multitude and 
boast of his own exploits. 
rf It was the close of the year before Philip could collect an army 
tu sufficient to chastise the Olynthians, and protect his shores from the 
inroads of Chares. In the commencement of the following season, the 
Athenian admiral appeared once more with his ships and light-armed 
troops, to pursue his wonted exactions upon the defenceless inhabitants 
of the coast; leaving the Olynthians to fight two battles with their 
formidable enemy, who, routing them completely, drove them for 
refuge within the walls of their town. Unable to oppose the progress 
of his arms, the infatuated inhabitants had recourse to treaty. They 
sent to him when within a short distance of their gates, expressing 
their readiness to listen to terms, and to renew the former alliance. 
Philip replied that " it was now too late ; that he had before abun- 
dantly and repeatedly expressed his earnestness to treat with them ; 
but now it was become too evident that there was but one alternative 
— they must quit Olynthus, or he Macedonia," 
' m The town was besieged, and, after some experience of the usual 
occurrences of assaults and desertions, surrendered at discretion into 
the hands of the king of Macedon. The interests of his dominions 
pointed out the policy which it here behoved him to pursue. He 
demolished Olynthus, annexing the territory belonging to it to the 
nearest province of Macedonia ; and, according to Diodorus, sold by 
public auction the whole body of the people, without regard to condi- 
tion, sex, or age. Philip, it is added, was present at the sale, where 
Aristotle, the philosopher, is accused of assisting, and even of aggra- 
vating the misfortunes of a people with whom he had lived in friend- 
ship, by pointing out the richest of the inhabitants, and instructing the 
king bow to extort their treasure and procure exorbitant ransoms. 

Were we to follow the authorities quoted by Leland, with regard to 
the Olynthian war, we should allow ourselves to fall into the error of 
ascribing the defection of that people to the intrigues and corruptions 
of Philip ; who, notwithstanding, seems to have been taken completely 
by surprise, and to have made no preparation to profit by a revolution 
which he himself is imagined to have instigated. Diodorus, in this 

Kt of his narrative, has evidently derived his information from 
mostbeoes; whilst this orator, as is well known, drew his principal 
charges against Philip, from sources tainted by the infusion of party 
spleen, and pronounced them in language which is more remarkable 
for its vehemence than its truth. 

As every attempt to reduce the power of Philip was found to result 
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■ augmented influence, and even in an extension of his territorial 
dominions, the Athenians were cow convinced, that, to render Mace- 
•kaisL harmless, it would be necessary to allow it to revert to the 
ajoyment of peace. Demosthenes himself gave his countenance to 
pacific measures. The wiser part of the citizens could not fail to mark 
the growing power and successful ambition of their great enemy, and 
10 be sensible, at the same time, of the increasing corruption and 
tdeminacy of their own countrymen. From the period that they had 
attempted to recover Arnphipolis, no less a sum than fifteen hundred 
Bleats had been expended ; one hundred ships had been lost ; seventy- 
five tributary cities had fallen into the hands of the Macedonians; 
Oiynthus was destroyed, and Eubcea bad revolted ; the several Grecian 
Bates having harassed and wasted each other by their foolish quarrels, 
were now completely alienated by mutual jealousy and suspicion ; and, 
to crown all, Philip was more admired, more dreaded, more am- 
bitious, and more warlike than ever. 

The desire of peace was farther strengthened by the failure of a owtwi 
negotiation which had been entered into with Phocis, now, of course, J£™ ** 
become the bitter enemy of Athens. The first step, therefore, to be ' p " c 
taken in this delicate State of affairs, was to ascertain the dispositions 
of Philip with respect to peace ; and the next was to prepare the minds 
of the sovereign multitude for entering into terms with a man who, 
they had. been taught to believe, laboured all day and meditated all 
sight, to accomplish their destruction. Two Athenians of some note, 
Stratocles and Eucratns, had been taken prisoners at the fall of 
Oiynthus ; the former of whom, liberated without ransom, returned to 
bus native city full of gratitude and admiration for the generous prince 
who had set him free; and made known to his countrymen that Philip 
entertained a sincere desire for a close alliance and a lasting peace 
with the commonwealth of Athens. A decree had, however, been 
fblminated at no very distant period, denouncing death to any one who 
should propose peace with mat monarch, and forbidding, under a 
similar penalty, the appearance of a Macedonian herald on the Attic 
nil. To try the temper of the people, a motion was made to repeal 
that stern decree. The proposal was listened to with moderation, 
and, on the whole, the passions of revenge and of pride were now so 
completely subdued by the love of security, that a commission was 
appointed to convey to Macedon the wishes of the Athenian people. 
The members of this embassy were — Ctesiphon, Phrynon, Philocrates, 
KNfictBst Cimon, Demosthenes, Dercyllus, Jischines, and Aristodemus. 
Whilst Athens was thus employed in thoughts of peace, Philip 
was pursuing his warlike designs within the Thracian territory. He 
bad already circumscribed within very narrow limits the dominions of 
the devoted Cereobleptes, whom he had deprived of several important 
towns; and, at the period when the commissioners passed through 
Thessmry, on their way to Macedon, they found the celebrated general 
Parmenio besieging Halns, a town claimed by the Pharsalians, whose 

Google 
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cause Philip had espoused, but which was attached to the Athenians, 
whose power id that part of Greece Philip had determined to undermine. 
Having arrived at the Macedonian capital, the deputies were intro- 
duced to the king, and admitted to an audience. As they had agreed 
to speak in the order of their seniority, Machines first addressed the 
king, endeavonring to convince him of the friendly disposition of the 
Athenians towards his person ; of the justice of their claims upon 
Amphipolis, and certain other possessions of which he had deprived 
them ; and, above all, he laboured to demonstrate the unreasonableness 
of his hostile views upon the territory of their allies. 

Demosthenes, being the youngest, was the last to speak, and had 
certainly the most difficult task to perform. He was now in the 
presence of a prince, whom in his absence be had frequently assailed 
with the most furious invective, to whom he had uniformly ascribed 
the most impure and selfish motives, and 
whose actions he bad often represented 
as cruel, treacherous, and unjust. The 
person whom he was to address was 
not only a consummate politician bat 
an able orator; a master of the art in 
which Demosthenes excelled ; a persua- 
sive speaker himself, and a perfect judge 
of eloquence in others. The courtiers 
of Macedon stood around, full of ex- 
pectation and curiosity; the reputation 
of the great Athenian orator, had pre- 
pared them for an extraordinary display 
of talent and address ; and even the am- 
bassadors themselves, who had so often 
heard their distinguished colleague thun- 
der forth from the tribunal his indignation against Philip, were now 
impatient to witness the effects of his eloquence, and to hear those 
irresistible arguments and potent remonstrances, with which he had 
promised to attack, and hoped to confound, the obstinate policy 
of Philip. All was suspense, and the most eager curiosity; and 
every man now waited in silence for some splendid specimen of 
[ _ foll a i forcible, dignified, and subduing oratory. Bat Demosthenes, anac- 
Dnatina customed to such an audience, and such a combination of circumstances, 
btftM puiip. ] of)t courage and presence of mind. He who had so often braved 
with success the tumult and abuse of an Athenian assembly, was, in 
this new scene, utterly disconcerted and abashed. His faculties 
refused their office. He began in a hesitating and ungraceful manner; 
muttered a few unintelligible sentences, till, at length, his terror and 
embarrassment increased to such a degree, that his recollection quite 
forsook him, and he stood before the assembly totally unable to pro- 
ceed. Philip saw his distress and pitied him. With that pohteuess 
and humanity which were natural to him, and with that condescension 
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»iicb be knew so well how to affect, he encouraged him to go on, 
Handing him that he was not now before an assembly of his country- 
an, whose resentment be had to dread in case of failure; begged 
inn to take time to collect again his scattered ideas and to pursue his 
intended harangue. Demosthenes, accordingly attempted to resume his 
aeech, but was not able; his confusion continued, his embarrassment 
noosed, and he was once more compelled to take refuge in sileuce. 

The ambassadors being allowed to retire, Demosthenes instantly 
gate rent to his chagrin and disappointment, by condemning the 
freedom with which jEschines had addressed the king, and the severity 
with which he had canvassed his political measures. " What !" 
exclaimed the baffled orator, " have yon forgotten the present state of 
Athens ; how greatly the people have been harassed by war, and how 
adendy they wish for peace ? You have now 60 irritated Philip, and 
spoken so harshly, that, instead of ending the war by a happy accom- 
modation, you have only to expect the most violent and hostile resent- 
ment, in place of the pacific and favourable disposition in which we 
fcond him on our arrival !" 

Before _£schines could reply to this peevish invective, the envoys j^ 
were again called into the presence of Philip, This able sovereign, p*»u p 
whose command of temper never forsook him, immediately proceeded 
to reply to their representations in the order in which he had listened 
to thiem, with the utmost force and per- 
ipicuity. He addressed himself particu- 
larly to J&schines, and went over the 
several topics of his speech with much 
fulness and accuracy ; but in such a 
manner, aa according to the report of 
this orator himself, did not implicate 
mm in the intrigues of the war-party 
at Athens, or express any suspicion of 
his pacific professions in regard to Mace- 
donia. As to Demosthenes, his harangue 
conveyed so Utile, either in the way of 
net or of argument, that no reply was 
necessary. Perhaps, too, it might suit 
with the present views of Philip to treat 
the Athenian orator with some degree of 
slight. He might choose to affect a con- «tsWw. 

temptuoua disregard for his powers, as well to mortify his great oppo- 
nent, as to remind the world that the man who had ever inveighed with 
the utmost virulence against him in the hearing of a popular assembly, 
had not been able, on this important occasion, when reasoning and not 
invective was expected by his audience, to offer anything to their notice 
which deserved either reply or observation. He then invited them to 
an entertainment ; where, if we may give credit to JSschines, his col- 
league conducted himself with still greater weakness and confusion than 

[H. 0.] L 
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before. Presiding over the festivities of the banquet, Philip displayed 
those powers of conversation and wit which at once rendered hissociety 
delightful, and gave him a firm hold of the affections of his guests. At 
table he reiterated his assurances of a pacific disposition towards Athens; 
expressed bis respect and friendship for the government; and declared 
that as soon as the alliance between them should be confirmed, the 
Athenian people would have reason to be satisfied with the most 
substantial marks of his favour. 

Demosthenes, sensible that he made a mean figure at the Mace- 
donian court, is said to have conducted himself on the way homeward 
with excessive obsequiousness and adulation towards the other members 
of the embassy. Immediately on their arrival, too, when their pro- 
ceedings were reported to the council of five hundred, the orator, as 
oue of that body, spoke very favourably of his colleagues in general, 
and moved that, according to custom when the conduct of an embassy 
was approved, they should be honoured for their services with a public 
supper in the Prytaneum ; and as the businesg of peace was so success- 
fully begun, he further proposed that they should wear on the occasion 
crowns of the sacred olive. The motion was acceded to, and the 
entertainment was given. 

When the matter came before the people at large, and the ambas- 
sadors were introduced, in their turn, to give an account of their 
proceedings at Macedon, Demosthenes at once relinquished his compli- 
mentary tone towards his colleagues, and proceeded so far as to 
insinuate, that, in their transactions with their countrymen as well as 
with Philip, they had betrayed either ignorance or incapacity. As the 
youngest he was as usual the last to appear. He began by observing, 
that all that the other envoys had said was little to tile purpose ; and 
requesting that the decree of the people appointing the embassy 
might be read, he farther moved, that Philip's letter to the Athenians 
might be read also. " Here then,™ said he, " is the substance of the 
business on hand: and I propose that the herald expected from 
Macedon he received ; that the ambassadors who are to follow him 
be likewise received ; and that two days after their arrival, the people 
be summoned to consult respecting the terms of the peace which is 
now contemplated with Philip." 

A variety of particulars connected with this occurrence have found 
their way into the biographical sketches of Demosthenes, some of 
which, although resting on rather doubtful authority, are strikingly 
characteristic of that powerful orator. Impatient of all allusion to 
the conference at Macedon and to the personal character of Philip, 
" Ton shall see," he exclaims, in his address to the populace, " how 
I propose to cut off these superfluous matters. iEachines praises the 
memory and eloquence of Philip. But so far am I from agreeing 
with him, that I apprehend any other man in the same rank and 
circumstances, would not be counted inferior to him in these par- 
ticulars. Ctesiphon praises his person: I think my colleague Aria- 
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tedemus has a figure no less graceful. Others tell you of his mirth 
ad gaiety at table : I think Philocrates is by far the more jovial 
mmpenion. One man says, it waft left to me to speak about Am 
ftipolis; but this your orator would not willingly sutler either you 
or me to apeak. — But this is all trifling. I shall draw up a decree 
far entering into a negotiation with Philip's heralds and ambassadors, 
■in are now expected, &c." 

It is well observed that it was necessary to collect together all the 
lecwnplishments of the several ambassadors, in order to give a just idea 
of those which centered in the character of Philip : and it is impossible 
to read the personalities of Demosthenes, ou this occasion, without 
iisrespcct for the man who could attempt to under- rate the qualities 
oft distinguished prince, by dwelling on circumstances in themselves 
h extremely trifling, and to which that individual himself would have 
teen the last to attach any intrinsic value. 

The herald and the ambassadors from Macedonia arrived in due Arrmiofth. 
time. These last were three in number, and bore names which were, jJSS3£ 
ewo at that period, respected in Greece, and which have since been 
celebrated over the whole civilized world, Eurylochus, Antipater, and 
Pvmeoio. The first was eminent for eloquence and valour, and is 
Itnown to have rendered effectual services by each of these endow- 
iwnts to Philip and to his son Alexander. Parmenio joined thy 
merit of an honest courtier to that of a brave soldier; and we may 
page of the esteem in which he was held by his discerning master, 
from the following characteristic remark. Being told on one occasion, 
that the Athenians had chosen their ten generals for the year: 
" "*PPy people 1 " exclaimed Philip, " who can every year find ten ! 
In my whole life," continued he, with his eye fixed on Parmenio, " I 
never knew but one." Antipater is said to have been the most 
respected and most trusted of all Philip's ministers. This prince, we 
•re told used frequently to say at table, " Come, let us drink deep ; 
it is enough for me that Antipater is sober ! " And when one morn- 
ing he came into his audience chamber later than usual, " I have been 
Mig a-bed," said he, looking around him, "but it is no matter: 
Antipater was awake." 

Discussions now took place at Athens relative to the peace, and At twniu i 
partly in regard to the extent of the alliance to be entered into with a " e ™ -0 ™' 
Macedon. Philip was desirous of confining the treaty to the 
Athenians, exclusive of their allies, whilst some of the more moderate 
party in the government insisted that the interests of these should be 
provided for and secured. On this point, however, so essential to 
*eir public credit and individual reputation, the wavering politicians 
rf Athens showed neither consistency nor sted fastness. To terminate 
tbar heartiess disputes, it was resolved to send a commission of five 
pwons to Macedon to bring the peace to a conclusion; in which 
amber was .ffischines, now the devoted tool of Philip's designs. 
Demosthenes, under pretence of ransoming prisoners, contrived to 
' l2 
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attach himself to the embassy and proceeded accordingly to the head- 
quarters of the Macedonian ruler. 

u. C. 346. ■ It was at Pella where Jischines and hia colleagnes obtained ao 
audience of Philip, who amidst these numerous negotiations and em- 
bassies, was usually employed in directing the movements of his 
armies. He was, indeed, at that period, on the eve of concluding the 
conquest of Thrace ; an object which he wished to accomplish before 
he renewed his conferences with the Athenian ministers : and with 
this view he allowed them to wait nearly a month in his capital, 
before he could be induced to leave his troops in the active season of a 
successful campaign. On his arrival at Pella, he found ambassadors 
not only from Athens, as be had expected, but also from Thebes and 
Lacedaemon, imploring his interposition to settle some difference be- 
tween these rival states, and to give the aid of his arms to bring to a 
conclusion the wasting warfare which was still going on between the 
Thebans and Phocians. 

After granting an audience to the Athenian deputies, in which 
some remonstrances were made in regard to the warlike attitude in 
which Philip continued to remain, and some vague explanations and 
professions on his part were returned to quiet their apprehensions ; 
the king urging the necessity of his presence in Thessaly, where his 
troops were still investing Halus, proposed to carry the several embas- 
sies along with him ; in the hope, as he was pleased to express him- 
self, that their mediation might be the means of terminating the pro- 
tracted contest between the Pharsalians and the inhabitants of Halus. 

The ueatr 'The treaty with Athens received at length the ratification of Philip. 

ntuied. j n enumerating the allies of either people, Halus was excluded on the 
part of Macedon, and Phocis on that of the Athenians. The Phocians 
assisted and protected by Athens in the commencement of the sacred 
war, had, it appears, given offence to their proud neighbours by refus- 
ing to yield to them certain towns which commanded the straits of 
Thermopylae and were at present so much the objects of their displea- 
sure, that they were specially excluded from participation in any 
benefit of the treaty between them and the Macedonians. This exclu- 
sion of the Phocians is, indeed, ascribed by some writers to the policy 
of Philip, who still found his interest concerned in representing that 
people as so completely polluted with sacrilege, and so obnoxious to 
the displeasure of the gods, as to be altogether unworthy of the faith 
of treaties or the protection of arms. It does not appear, however, 
from an impartial review of his conduct, that the king of Macedon 
was actuated by feelings of bigotry or the desire of revenge. He 
longed for an opportunity to mediate as an armed umpire in the 
affairs of Greece ; and as he had promised to the deputies of the prin- 
cipal states, that their several views and interests should not be over- 
looked in the settlement of differences between Thebes and Phocis, 
he found it expedient to leave the consideration of these differences for 
future deliberation with the parties most intimately concerned. 
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To bring the Phocian war to a speedy conclusion, either by con- Prepmiiaiu 
feeuce or by arms, appears to have been an object which engaged the £SE th* 
mention of Philip both before and after the peace with Athens, Pbodu 
Eren whilst the ambassadors were at Pella, preparations were on ""' 
dot to enforce his mediation with the belligerent states of Greece, 
«>d to terminate the destructive contest in which they had for nearly 
tea years employed their armies and expended their treasure ; objects 
which the king did not di.sgui.se. It was probably therefore at the 
suggestion of this monarch, that immediately after the ratification of 
the peace, a decree wag passed at Athens declaring, that if the Phocians 
did Dot duly surrender the temple of Delphi to the Amphictyons, 
the Athenian people would join in arms against them, and against all 
who should support them in their contumacy. Philip, indeed, ad- 
dressed a letter in his own name to his new allies, inviting them in 
thu capacity, and aa an Amphictyonic people, to join his other allies, 
•ad the whole Amphictyonic confederacy, in a just community of 
mas and of council, for ending an evil so extensively destructive and 
Kill extensively threatening. The wisest part of the Athenians were Addm of 
disposed to accede to this proposal ; both because they could not vm <v- 
possibly prevent the interference of Macedonia, and also because by 
becoming parties to the measure of reconciliation, they might secure 
rcroe advantages in favour of their allies in Phocis and in the revolted 
towns of Bceotia, whom, notwithstanding some disagreement, they 
'ere desirous to protect from the vengeance of Thebes and of the 
Thessalians. The faction, however, which bad ever numbered amongst 
its ranks the constant opponents of Philip, although finding it expe- 
dient to promote the recent alliance with him, was still suspicious of 
his intentions, and eagerly disposed to thwart his measures : and exert- 
ing its influence with the people, finally succeeded in procuring a 
negative reply to be sent to the proposition of Macedon. 

Bent on war, the party headed by Demosthenes appear at this 
juncture to have renewed their overtures to Pbocis, and to have knit 
themselves in closer alliance with the Lacedaemonians. The project 
of occupying the three towns which commanded the pass of Ther- 
mopylae, and of garrisoning them wLh Spartan troops, was again 
revived ; but the Phocians reposing little confidence in Athenian 
frith, and doubting the sincerity of Lacedfemon, refused to accede to 
fne arrangement. They preferred the chance of obtaining favour in 
the eyes of Philip, whose regard for their interests they hail been led 
to believe was cordial and firm, although political reasons bad induced 
un to disguise it, during his negotiations with their enemies. Refus- 
ing therefore to surrender the towns in question, and yet unwilling to 
"w to a rupture with the Lacedaemonians, they excused themselves, 
by observing, that " Sparta had too much occasion to look to her own 
dsugers." 

Toe tranquillity of Greece was now once more exposed to the OnUon«f 
PWeat hazard. The popular faction at Athens, ready to sacrifice Uoaum - 
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everything for the maintenance of their own power, were fast precipi- 
tating their country into war, without the prospect of any rational 
means whereby to bring it to a prosperous issue. Philip could Dot 
be ignorant of their intrigues at Pbocis, and of their tampering with 
the Lacedsjmonians ; and as his preparations for advancing into the 
territory of the belligerent states were already well motored, it was 
obrious that nothing short of a general combination of the Grecian 
republics could impede his progress into the heart of their country. 
It was at this crisis accordingly that Isocrates published his celebrated 
oration to Philip; which, under die form of that species of address, 
was in reality an appeal from himself and the moderate party, at 
The political Athens, to their fellow -citizens, and to the whole Greek nation. The 
ttotnitiia "bject of th>3 famous tract was to induce the king of Macedon to 
urtomta. assume such a lead among the states of Greece, as would prevent 
them from imbruing their hands in one another's blood, and enable 
them, at the same time, to unite in an unanimous and combined exer- 
tion against their common enemy, the bar- 
barians of Persia. Taking a cursory view 
of the actual condition of the several re- 
publics around him, he depicts, in lively 
colours, the misery and humiliation to 
which they had all reduced themselves 
by their foolish Jealousy and ill-directed 
ambition; and then, turning his eyes to 
Philip, he describes that sovereign as iu 
every respect worthy of confidence, and as 
by far the fittest person of the age to 
reconcile the Greeks to one another, and 
to lead their confederate armies against 
the tyrants of Asia. Encouraging both 
Greeks and Macedonians with the almost 
certain prospect of success, the ingenious orator concludes his address 
to the royal commander in these words : — " The sura of what I advise 
is this — that you act beneficially towards the Greeks ; that yon reign 
constitutionally over the Macedonians ; that you extend your sway as 
widely as may be over the barbarians. And thus will you earn the 
gratitude of all; of the Greeks, for the good you will do them; of 
the Macedonians, if yon will preside over them constitutionally and 
not tyrannically ; and of all others, as far as you relieve them from 
barbaric despotism, and place them under the mildness of a Grecian 
administration. Others must have their opinions of what the times 
require, and will judge for themselves how far what is here written 
may be adapted to them ; but I am fully confident that no one will 
give you better advice, nor more accommodated to the existing state 
of things." 

We are perfectly satisfied with the reasons assigned for placing 
this oration in the interval between the peace with Athens and the 
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of the sacred war. And between these two potato it 
Ukt marks its time as having been put forth, after symptoms of a 
deposition toward a new breach with Macedonia had been manifested 
hi party at Athens, and while the Lacedamonians were appreben- intent 
sTe of an accommodation between the Thebans and Phociaos. By o^SuT 
Lehnd and other authors, the date of Isocrates' performance is placed 
ifter the sacred war, and even subsequently to the execution of the 
Amphictyonic decree, which had been passed against the sacrilegious 
cities of the Phocian district. 

This calm appeal to the reason of the Greeks, taken in connection 
with the chances of an unsuccessful struggle against the power of 
Uacedon, had a very considerable effect in preparing their minds for 
*i accommodation. The disposition among the republics, to co-ope- 
rate with Philip towards the establishment of peace throughout, the 
country, became very general, and was manifested with nothing of the 
usual republican violence. It does not appear, however, that this 
personage himself was at all desirous to assume the office which was 
thus created for him. So little solicitous, indeed, was he to take the 
lead in settling the troublesome and invidious business of the sacred 
mi, that we have the authority of Demosthenes for saying he invited 
the LacedjemoniaziB to charge themselves with its decision, and 
declared bin readiness to submit entirely to their arrangement. What 
may have been his motives for this moderation, or whether his decla- 
rations were really sincere, are pointe which history has furnished us 
with do means for determining. It Is probable, that he was averse 
from moving into Greece so long as he had enemies in Thessaly still 
unsubdued : at all events, he did not proceed to gratify the impa- 
tience of his allies in the south, until Halus had surrendered to his 
arms. That town being garrisoned by Pharsalians, in whom Philip 
could confide, and the Thessalians at large being devoted to his inte- 
rests, the warlike Macedonian at length turned his face towards Ther- 
mopyUe at the head of an imposing force. 

The Phociang, commanded by PhaUecus, the son or brother of their The pi™ 
kte general, were still in a condition to dispute the pass with Philip, £JJ„. 
sad even to occasion to him considerable delay and loss. Having, 
however, no confidence in the Athenian government; being suspicious 
of the designs of Lacedaunon ; rinding that the Thebans had joined the 
invader, and that the greater part of Peloponnesus was ready to rise 
at his nod, they saw the madness of attempting, single-handed, to 
arrest his progress ; and made haste accordingly to profit by the dis- 
position towards miid measures, by which Philip still professed to 
regulate his conduct. Not daring to entertain the hope that they 
would be allowed to remain at Phocis, they stipulated with him for 
leave to emigrate unmolested, and to carry with them their personal 
pr op e rty . On these simple conditions, the important military stations 
of Nksea, Thronium, and Alponua, were delivered to the king of 
Macedonia; and Phaleecus immediately after commenced his retreat 
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towards Peloponnesus, where he found a temporary refuge. Greece 
was now open to the Macedonians and Thessalians, whose progress 
' in a country, torn by mutual jealousy, occasioned the roost painful 
alarm. The vengeance of Thebes was more dreaded by the Phocians 
9 and the Boeotians who had favoured their cause, than the sovereignty 

of Philip; and it required all the influence and management of this 
humane ruler to repress the vindictive spirit which actuated his confe- 
derates. He succeeded, it is said, in procuring personal safety for alL 
The higher class of Phocians were content to quit their native soil ; 
whilst the inferior orders, availing themselves of permission to surren- 
der to the king of Macedonia, exclusively, were received, together with 
their principal towns, into his protection. 
Condnnon The sacred war was now ended, and the fete of Greece placed 
^h, H»d ,]„,<,,( entirely m th e hands of the king of Macedon. The moderation 
of this sovereign at the period now under review is the most remark- 
able feature of his character; and whatever may have been the motives 
whence it sprang, it certainly added not less to bis influence as an 
umpire, than to his reputation as a conqueror. Amidst all the invec- 
tive of Demosthenes, and the more perplexing partiality of Greek his- 
torians, we see clearly that the Macedonian prince, in pursuing the 
brilliant objects of his ambition, never sacrificed the principles of 
humanity in the case of a vanquished foe, nor aggravated the sufferings 
of the unfortunate, whatever might be their rank or condition. His 
clemency was particularly manifested in the pains which he took to 
temper the penalty incurred by the sacrilegious Phocians. It was 
expected, and even demanded of him by his allies, that the Amphic- 
tyonic law should be allowed to take its course against that unhappy 
people. According to that constitution, which all Greece had for 
centuries acknowledged, though not always, indeed, reduced to 
practice, the punishment to be swarded should be determined by the 
Amphicryons alone. But with a sincere desire to promote the ends 
of justice, and to obtain a milder sentence, as well, perhaps, as in 
deference to those states which had avowed resistance to the Amphic* 
tyonic decrees, on the ground that the judges acted under undue influence, 
Philip invited a congress of deputies from all the states of Greece. 
Atenceof Among the representatives nominated by Athens, were Jfacbines 
»™i d«do- and Demosthenes; neither of whom, however, found it convenient 
■ham. to attend the congress. The former, about this period, deserted 
the popular side ; while his colleague went over to the party of 
Phocion, which numbered in its ranks Isocrates, and all the leading 
characters who exerted themselves for the tranquillity of the republic, 
and a gradual diminution of democratical power and violence. To take 
advantage of popular feeling in the meantime, jEschines pretended 
sickness, that he might be allowed to remain at home ; and Demo- 
sthenes, to thwart the views of bis adversary, declined the appointment 
with which he was honoured, and kept his station in the assemblies 
of the people. 
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The congress appears to have met first at Therm opy la;. The busi- 
kk before them was of the most delicate nature, involving the inte- 
nds of all Greece, and the lite or death of many thousands whose 
ptradpatioa in the crime of Phocis had subjected them to the bar of 
pabiic law. The two main points to which their deliberation would 
be invited with the greatest earnestness, were, judgment on the 
Paocians, and a restoration of the rands belonging to the Delphian 
Basnry: and as prejudice, vindictive feelings, and selfish views, 
■dusted most of the deputies then present, it was wisely resolved to 
root to no determination in the meantime, but to refer these impor- 
ting points to the authority of the Amphictyons to be thereafter 
liiihkd. 

Philip found his benevolent and liberal intentions in the congress 
tot a little impeded by the unreasonable conduct of his allies, the 
Tbehans and Thessalians. It became necessary therefore to secure, in 
the second meeting, such a number of votes connected with a different 
interest, as would check the preponderance of these, and guide their 
judgment to a more equitable decision. This object seems to have 
been attained, and partly perhaps by the exertions of Athena, which 
reappointed her former ministers to represent her on that solemn 
oration: but, it must be added that, in regard to the minor details 
■nd arrangements arising out of these important transactions, a great 
degree of obscurity prevails even in the best writers whose works 
btre come down to us. 

The contending orators, jEschincs and Demosthenes, each giving an 
Kcount of this interesting meeting, do not give the clear and rail 
information which might be expected. There appears, however, to C"" 1 
have been a great deal of discussion and warm debate. According m ™"! B uh 
to jEschines some of the Amphictyons, those especially from the Amphio- 
aaaller republics, were very rude and uneducated men. The rough bwcii. 
mountaineere of (Eta, who also had a seat in the Amphictyonic 
council, are said to have exceeded the Thebans themselves, in bar- 
Urous fanaticism and vindictive demands; insisting that, in order to 
■ppcase the anger of the gods against the Greeks, the whole Phocian 
people should be put to death, by being precipitated from the cliffs of 
•he sacred bills. Against such extreme intemperance the measures 
•beady taken would afford a main security : the most guilty or at 
least the most distinguished of that devoted nation having submitted 
to a voluntary exile, and thereby removed themselves from the grasp 
°f their persecutors. Nor did the ferocious bigotry which impelled 
toe (Etasns to crave the blood of their countrymen actuate the majority 
of the congress. On the contrary, the decree which was finally passed 
by the Amphictyons, and sanctioned by the representatives of the 
Grecian states, although denouncing a punishment that cannot mil to 
appear excessive in the eyes of a modem reader, was yet much more 
moderate than the stem spirit of the law required in the case of a 
robbery. This celebrated document is given at length by 
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several authors ; and it was in substance as follows : that the Phocians 
should, in the first place, forfeit alt the rights which had belonged ixf 
them as federal members of the Amphictyonic council ; that the three 
principal cities of Phocis should be dismantled, and all the other towns 
destroyed; that the people should lire in villages not less than a fur- 
long apart from one another, and none consisting of more than fifty 
houses ; that they should surrender all their heavy armour and their 
horses, and not be allowed to possess any until the debt to the god 
should be fully repaid ; and that, in order to liquidate the said debt, a 
rent of sixty talents yearly should be assessed upon the Phocian lands. 

The vote of which the Phocians were thus deprived was enforced 
on Philip by a decision of the Amphictyonic assembly. The greater 
part of the Greeks viewed this sovereign as the protector of their civil 
and political rights, the avenger of the gods, and the restorer of natural 
piety. He was besides descended from Hercules, an advantage which 
weighed much with this superstitious people, and he was known to 
set a high value on the rank of an Amphictyon, and the honour of 
directing in the affairs of the Grecian confederacy. The double vote, 
therefore, formerly exercised by Phocis was now transferred to the 
king of Macedon and his successors for ever. 
i The proceedings of Philip as arbiter of the disputes so long pending 
between Thebes and the Phocians, although characterized by much 
clemency and moderation, and particularly by the absence of all per- 
sonal an imosity against those who had the most exposed themselves to 
his resentment, excited at Athens an unaccountable degree of alarm, 
jealousy, and contention. A violent ebullition of democratic fury suc- 
ceeded the news, either of Philip's advance through the straits, or of 
his preponderance in the Amphictyonic council, and sundry precipitate 
resolutions were adopted in the warmth of the moment, by the leaders 
of the popular party, which would infallibly have drawn on them the 
power of Macedon and the allied Amphictyons, had they not been 
recalled to their reason by a letter, in which he pointed out the folly 
and injustice of their intentions. We are inclined to think the com- 
motion now spoken of was occasioned by the appearance of the Mace- 
donians after passing Thermopylae, and not by the judgment pronounced 
on the Phocians. In truth, the Athenians were so much disobliged by 
the refusal of Phatcecus to put into their hands the three towns which 
they wished to garrison, as the means of commanding the straits, that 
they bad ceased to promote the Phocian interest, or even to maintain 
the friendly relations to which they were bound by the terms of the 
treaty subsisting between them ; on which account the penalty inflicted 
on the violators of the Delphian repository could not, of itself, give 
them any uneasiness, nor drive them to those hasty determinations 
which ensued upon the arrival of their messenger. 

It happened that their messenger, named Dercyllus, made his 
appearance at Athens when the people were assembled in Piraeus to 
transact public business ; and such was the effect of his tidings on 
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their inflammable and vacillating minds, that a decree was instantly 
roted, commanding all free inhabitants of Attica to remove without 
delay their families from the country into some one of the fortified 
tons, and that these places should be immediately put into the best 
tue of defence. Nay, the alarmed and incensed multitude farther 
decreed, that a sacrifice should be instantly offered np to Hercules, 
wording to the established ceremony usually observed in the com' 



The epistle from Philip and the return of reflection, as well, Thermit 
perhaps, as their total inability to oppose any effectual resistance to *TJJJJJj[* 
the measures now in progress, prevented the Athenian populace from 
bating recourse to actual hostilities. The congress was accordingly 
beld as already described, first, at Thermopylae and afterwards, as is 
commonly believed, at Delphi; at which latter place the final judg- 
ment of the Amphictyous and their assessors was delivered, for 
re-establishing the religious peace and political tranquillity of the 
Grecian states. 

This weighty affair being settled, and the utmost efforts having 
been employed in behalf of the unfortunate outcasts of Phocis, Philip 
returned home, carrying with him the gratitude and respect of the 
whole Greek nation, if we except the chiefs of the popular faction 
ud their deluded followers in the city of Athens. To this the tes- 
timony of Demosthenes himself is so strong and explicit as to stand in 
iwd of no corroboration. In his oration " On the Crown," be admits 
mat even at Thebes the voice of those prevailed, who at the time 
joined the Theasaliaus in extolling Philip as their friend, benefactor, 
■ud preserver : and throughout Greece the people at large rejoiced in 
the peace, for which they readily acknowledged themselves indebted 
to the king of Macedon. With this warrant, the praise bestowed by 
Diodoms, on the same occasion, will be more easily admitted. "Philip," 
Mys that historian, 1 " after concurring with the Amphictyons in their 
choke for the common welfare of Greece, providing means for car- 
rying tfaern into execution, and conciliating good will on all sides by 
bu humanity and affability, returned into his kingdom, bearing with 
km the glory of piety, added to the fame of military talents and 
bravery ; in possession of a popularity which gave him great advantage 
fc( the future extension of his power." 

Having entered so minutely into the transactions of Philip's reign 
» connected with that progress of events which gave him the supre- 
macy over Greece, we must confine ourselves to a more general outline 
of the subsequent part of hie life. The people of Athens, violent only Conduct or 
in their speeches and resolutions, continued to impeach his conduct, Atb ™*- 
acne enemies against his person and government, and prosecute such 
individuals as were thought to favour his designs or to enjoy his good 
opinion. It was at this period that Demosthenes pronounced the 
■Kst splendid of his orations against that monarch, and concerted 
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measures for the expulsion from Athens of all the creatures of Mace- 
don, as well indeed as of all who did not concur in the intemperate 
counsels which it pleased him so much to recommend to the dege- 
nerate and credulous multitude over whom he presided. It was 
however in vain for Demosthenes to harangue, or for Chares to prac- 
tise intrigue. The democratical party id Greece was now too weak to 
oppose the influence of Philip's name, or to kindle a war among the 
exhausted republics which had so lately acknowledged the beneficial 
interposition of that popular monarch. The smaller commonwealths, 
disgusted with the imperious conduct of their more powerful neigh- 
bours, who in their turn had domineered over the rest, and perceiving 
clearly that Athens, Thebes, and Lacedamon were no longer able to 
maintain their own independence, or to extend protection to their 
allies, gladly committed to Macedon that tutelary ascendancy which 
had so long been an object of ambition and contest among the Greeks 
themselves, and which had only passed from one to another to the 
ruin of the whole. All Peloponnesus courted the alliance of Philip. 
The Messenians and Argians sent deputies to sue for his countenance, 
declining the offer of Athenian protection, and treating with neglect 
the specious arguments of Demosthenes against Macedonian influence. 
We pass over the political intrigues and prosecutions which engaged 
the attention of Athens for some time after the conclusion of the sacred 
totie »t wars, and proceed to accompany Philip to Macedon. Aristotle was 
'■ now invited to the court of the Macedonian king, and to him was 

committed the important charge of instructing the heir of toe crown. 
Receiving from the father, as the object and motive of his anxiety to 
have his son well educated, this sole direction " that he may learn to 
avoid those errors which I have committed and of which I now 
repent" To engage him more effectually to a faithful and diligent 
discharge of this great trust, he loaded the philosopher with presents, 
worthy at once of the generosity of the giver, and the distinguished 
merit of him upon whom they were conferred. He caused Stagira, 
, £42 the city which gave birth to the sage, and which had shared the fate 
of all the Olynthian towns, to be carefully rebuilt ; and the inhabitants 
who were at that time slaves or fugitives to be restored to their ori- 
ginal settlements, and to enjoy their former privileges. In addition to 
this he made a grant of land for a spacious park, laid out in shady 
walks and ornamented with seats and statues of marble, for the use of 
the peripatetic philosophers, who were there induced to pursue those 
studies which have given so much celebrity to this sect, and immor- 
talized the name of their ingenious founder. 
*ditioa From the unsettled nature of the surrounding governments, and 
' Tbnn - perhaps, too, from the active character of his own mind, Philip found 
it necessary to lead an army into eastern Thrace, where a party, 
adhering to Cersobleptes, was attempting to undermine the influence 
of Macedon, and to restore that of Athens. The result of this expe- 
dition was triumphant to the arms of the Macedonians, and added to 
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thesr dominions the Grecian townships on the Thracian coast Fro- B.C. 339. 
rokai, it is said, by Athenian intrigue among the savage tribes which 
inhibited the shores of the Danube, or desirous to chastise the irregular 
unbitiou of those northern hordes which occupied the extreme boun- 
daries of his dominions, Philip felt himself induced to hazard a cam- 
paign in the Scythian wilds, at that time the region of fancy, and 
peopled by chimeras springing from the lively imagination of the 
Greeks. The details of this interesting expedition are irrecoverably 
lost It is certain, however, that the Macedonians, overtaken by an 
early winter, found the roads towards their own country so completely 
blocked up with snow, that it was impossible to send even a single 
messenger to announce their state or to solicit assistance. It was 
reported in Greece that Philip had been seized with a severe illness, 
lad even that he was dead ; but his perseverence and constitution 
surmounted the numerous difficulties with which he was beset, 
■td on the return of spring, he fought his way back into his own 
kingdom. It is of this memorable invasion that Demosthenes speaks, 
when he says that " in quest of glory, Philip freely met all kinds of 
hardship and danger in every shape ; undismayed by wounds, un- 
sppalled by sickness, patient under confinement by enow, he was 
contented to pass the winter, living upon millet and rye, in a Thracian 
cdlar* 

The Athenians taking advantage of Philip's absence in Scythia, cmiKorihe 
fitted out ships to cruise in the Jsgtean, with the view of distressing Aibcniu». 
lie commercial towns which were in alliance with Macedon, and also 
of inducing such of them as were not atedfast in their political attach- 
■rat, to accept the protection of Athens, and to relinquish that which 
they now found so little efficient. Succeeding in this plundering and 
treacherous warfare beyond their utmost expectation, the popular 
party under Demosthenes, not only defended the piratical conduct of 
their commander, who, in open defiance of a positive treaty, was every- 
where levying contributions upon the maritime states in alliance with 
Macedon, but even proceeded so far as to concert measures for a con- 
federacy of the leading states of Greece ; in order, if possible, to 
repress the formidable power of Philip, and recover that consequence 
which they had formerly possessed among the inferior republics of 
Peloponnesus. With this view Demosthenes pronounced his third 
Philippic ; an oration which produced greater effect by the eloquence 
which pervaded it, than by the justice of the cause which it professed 
to advocate, or by the weight of the reasons upon which that cause 



Too impatient to wait for a regular declaration of war, the sovereign 
multitude at Athens, having Demosthenes now for their political chief 
<■ well as apologist, sent positive orders to their commander on the 
Thracian station to act against Macedonia, whenever a convenient 



"pportonity might be found. Diopithes, accordingly, proceeded 
taks by storm two Grecian towns of the Macedonian alliance, a 
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sent as prisoners into the Athenian colony of Chersonesus, all the 
inhabitants who had escaped the sword. Amphilicus, too, a Mace- 
donian of rank, who was commissioned to remonstrate against these 
hostile proceedings, and empowered to negotiate for the release of 
the captives, was himself thrown into prison, whence he was not set 
free till s ransom was paid of nine talents, or near two thousand 
pounds sterling. Nor were the admirals, Ottilias and Aristodexuus, 
Eabugo less busy at sea. They stopped all ships bound to a Macedonian port, 
MiUEm or *° 3QC ^ " were in alliance with that country; condemned ail on 
■hijH. board as enemies to the Athenian people, and sold them for slaves : 

and when complaints were made by Philip's ministers of these gross 
infractions of a subsisting treat)-, and the matter laid before the ruling 
faction at Athens, decrees were immediately passed to sanction every- 
thing that had been done, and to convey their approbation to the com- 
manders under whose direction hostilities were carried on. 
Atbeniui To prepare for the conflict with Macedon, which such irritating 

uHinth tk* Pol' ? cou 'd not fail sooner or later to produce, Demosthenes entered 
Patau. into correspondence with the Persian government, which had also 
begun to tremble at the ambitions views of Philip; and so well did 
he know how to increase and turn to his own advantage the appre- 
honsions of that effeminate court, that a considerable sum of money 
was remitted to him for the purpose of aiding the Grecian confederacy 
against their powerful neighbour. By liberal conduct towards Enbcea, 
also, the confidence of that island was once more recovered in favour 
of Athens. The next object of the great orator was to secure a strong 
footing in Byzantium, and some other towns, in the entrance to the 
Euxine ; and thereby at once to effect some commercial advantages, 
and to establish a readier intercourse with the satraps of Persia. In 
Perinthus, Selymhria, and the city just named, the interests of Athens, 
aided by the personal pleadings of Demosthenes, obtained a decided 
preponderancy ; and thus, both in Europe and in Asia, a formidable 
coalition was arrayed against Philip, who, in the meanwhile, was still 
detained amid the snows of Scythia. 

As a biographical anecdote, it is not unworthy of mention, that 
when the Macedonians were returning from their Scythian expedition, 
encumbered with the bulky spoil which they had taken from the 
enemy, and which consisted of arms, chariots, and 20,000 mares, they 
were attacked in a defile of the Mesian mountains, by a people called 
Triballi, who gained so much by the suddenness of their onset that 
they had nearly discomfited the veteran troops of Philip before it was 
possible for them to recover from their confusion. In thia imminent 
hazard, the king rushed into the middle of his army, encouraged his 
soldiers, restoring order, and fighting with the most desperate valour, 
till at length his horse sunk under him covered with wounds, and be 
himself fell senseless on the ground, having bis thigh pierced with a 
spear. The young prince Alexander, who was also on this trying 
^™" occasion performing actions of the most determined bravery, flew with 
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lie noble and gallant attendants who were fighting st his side, to Philip 
rescue hi3 father, who was now at the mercy of the enemy. Be him- *£*%£' 
self covered him with his shield ; the barbarians were driven back, 
wd the king was removed from the tumult 
to a place of safety. 

Philip's wound occasioned a lameness 
which continued to affect him through 
life. Be is said to have borne it impa- 
tiently; a circumstance which led his son 
to address to him on one occasion the good- 
humoured query — " How can you, Sir, 
be displeased at an accident, which at 
wry step you take recalls your valour to 
jour remembrance?" 

Upon his return to Macedonia, Philip 
direct**! his forces against Peri n thus and 
others of the Bellespontine cities, which, 
during his absence, had accepted the pro- AimndM tbt am, 

tfrtion of Athena ; but being deficient in 

Ural strength, and having to sustain the opposition of several mari- 
time slates on both sides of the Mgttw , he found it expedient to desist 
from his undertaking. This disappointment to the Macedonian ruler 
was unquestionably effected by Demosthenes, who was now at the 
head of affairs in Athens. Regardless of the treaty which bound the 
republic in amity with that prince, the great orator employed all the 
means in his power to annoy Philip, both in his own territory and in 
those of his allies. Be spared no pains, and grudged no sacrifice 
either of principle or personal consistency, that he might accomplish 
the two leading objects of his administration, to surround Attica with 
friends, and Macedonia with enemies. 

Greece was again on the eve of being thrown into confusion by an P»p]>or 
•ct of sacrilege on the part of the people of AmphisBa, who were JJJJjJj^'f 
•ceased of using the land consecrated to Apollo, not only for feeding Hxtiete. 
their flocks, but even for the purposes of tillage. The matter being 
referred to the Amphictyons, in whose assembly both Demosthenes 
*»d Jlschines now occupied seats as Athenian representatives, the 
Amphissians were punished with a fine, and by the banishment of 
nine of their more guilty citizens. This decision, however, did not 
st once secure public tranquillity. The war-party at Athens en- 
couraged the men of Amphissa to set at nought the sentence of the 
Best solemn tribunal of their country, and oppose the execution of it 
by force of arms ; and thus another sacred war would have instantly 
waged the finest portion of Greece, had not the designs of the Athe- puiip 
twos been in the mean time defeated by the ascendancy of more JJjJJjJ „, 
pacific counsels, and particularly by the election of Philip to be u« AMpii* 
general of the Amphictyons. This event, at least, if it did not tI ™' 
altogether prevent an appeal to arms, gave a different character to the 
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hostilities which ensued, and led to a result which Demosthenes and 
bis friends could not have anticipated. 



is Whilst the Amphissians were in open rebellion against the whole 
Greek nation, and setting at defiance the judgment of this supreme 
court, the popular faction of Athens, by whom that insignificant 
people were excited to these irregular and violent proceedings, was most 
actively employed in forming a confederacy of the principal states and 
their allies against the king of Macedonia. Thebes had been induced 
to unite with her ancient enemy in this coalition ; and Corinth, long 
disused to martial exercises, and insensible to military renown, showed 
so much spirit in proposing to encounter the host of Philip, that 
Diogenes, who was then residing within her walls, ridiculed her 
unwonted exertions by an incessant rolling of his tub from one spot to 
another. Being asked why he put himself to this uncommon toil, the 
philosopher replied, " that for once he would avoid the imputation of 
singularity, and so would not be the only person in Corinth not 
absurdly employed," 

It was impossible that Philip could be ignorant of the intrigues 
which Demosthenes was thus practising against his interests, and of 
the positive injuries sustained by his commerce from the incessant 
hostility of the Athenian cruisers. It was not yet, however, advisable 
to repel force by force, nor to avenge upon the people of Athens the 
unprincipled infraction of a treaty which had been solicited by them- 
selves. Invited by the Amphictyons, he joined them at Thermopyla?, 
where, in virtue of the office to which he had been lately raised, he 
issued requisitions to the several Amphictyonic states, to send forth- 
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"with their contingent of troops to serve in the war, about to be waged 
mder his command, with the refractory people of Amphissa. 

The crisis was now arrived, when the war-party at Athens would The 
bid themselves compelled either to relinquish their favourite project *JjjJJ," 
jeaiiist Philip, or to oppose themselves to the Amphictyonic council. Amphi 
They chose the latter. Having ten thousand mercenary troops at 
their command, they sent them to assist the Amphissians in the con- 
Act with the confederate army ; and in this way lifted their hands 
igunst the constitution of the great Grecian republic, in a cause which, 
even if it had been successful, would only have entailed disgrace upon 
their politics. 

Of the actual warfare which followed, no details have reached 
modem times. It is, notwithstanding, evident that the talents of 
Philip obtained a complete victory over the Amphissians and their 
allies, and reduced them, in consequence, to a speedy and uncondi- 
tional submission to the power of the Amphictyons ; and it is further 
manifest that this wise monarch exerted all the influence which 
belonged to his high rank and successful services, to alleviate as much 
as possible the heavy penalty denounced against his foes. 

Tbe result of this insurrectionary movement having proved injurious 
to Demosthenes and his party, the ulterior views upon which all the 
recent measures had been made to bear were becoming more and more 
impracticable. No means were left untried to accomplish the great 
object of a confederacy to depress the influence of Philip. To engage 
his attention in the meanwhile, two embassies were sent, complaining 
of his hostile proceedings, and reminding him of the treaty which 
"hnfft^ between Macedonia and Athens; whilst emissaries were 
actively employed at Thebes and other neutral states, craving co- 
operation in the war which tbe Athenians were preparing to direct 
■gainst the general of the Amphictyons. The reply of the king to 
one of tbe embassies is worthy of a place even in this outline of his 
transactions. It was worded as follows : " Philip king of the Mace- Uttn 
dofuans to the Athenian council and people, greeting : What your JJfJJj' 
disposition towards me has been from the beginning, I am not ■ ' 
ignorant, nor with what earnestness you have endeavoured to gain the 
Thessalians, the Thebans, and the rest of the Bceotians to your party. 
But now you find them too wise to submit their interests to your 
direction, you change your course and send ministers with a herald to 
me to admonish me of the treaty, and demand a truce ; having in 
truth been injured by me in nothing. Nevertheless, I have heard your 
ambassadors, and I consent to all your desires, nor shall I take any 
ttep against you, if HiiimuMing those who advise you ill, you consign 
Aem to their deserved ignominy. — So may you prosper." 

Both Philip and the Athenians exerted themselves to the utmost to 

gain the Thebans. The democratical form of government which now 

prevailed among this people afforded ample scope for the eloquence 

of Demosthenes, who, at length, had the satisfaction of securing them 

[H.8.] K 
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for his purpose, as allies of Athene. The troops of the confederacy 
were soon after set in motion, and a large body of Athenian horse and 
foot were quartered in Thebes, as being nearer than their own city to 
the expected scene of hostilities : and such was the zeal of the sluggish 
Boeotians, that to accommodate their allies with a comfortable resi- 
dence in their houses, they themselves marched out and encamped in 
the fields. 

Amidst these demonstrations, the king of Macedonia, still holding 
his place at the head of the Amphictyonic contingents, had contented 
himself with occupying Elateia, a town of great importance as con- 
nected with the command of the Thermopylsean pass, and consequently 
with the safety of the small army whose movements he continued to 

It was already drawing towards the close of the year, when no 
steps had yet been taken by the Athenians to moderate their desire 
for war. Philip continued in Phocis with his troops ; and knowing 
that there was a large party, both at Athens and Thebes, who depre- 
cated the fatal tendency of the measures pursued by the popular 
leaders, he was, perhaps, not yet entirely destitute of hope that peace 
might be preserved. To prevent, however, all possibility of recon- 
ciliation, the united forces of Thebes and Athens broke up their 
encampment, and proceeded forthwith to occupy a position on the 
Boeotian frontier, a few miles distant from Elateia. It even appears: 
that the sword was immediately drawn by these ardent republicans, 
and that one or two skirmishes, attended with do material result on 
either side, were provoked by them, in order to prove their arms, 
before winter should compel them to quit the field, and retire from 
the presence of their enemy. 

Notwithstanding all that had passed in the council, and in the 
camp, among the partisans of Demosthenes ; even after armies were 
raised and blood was actually shed in battle, Philip still thought it 
became him, as general of the Amphictyonic confederacy, to make 
one more effort to preserve the tranquillity of his constituents, and to 
ward off the dreadful calamity which seemed to hang over Greece- 
He did not, therefore, allow the season of military rest to pass by 
without assuring the Thebans and Athenians of his continued desire 
for peace, and of his great reluctance to have recourse to extremities. 
These professions, however, if sincere, had an effect on the popular 
mind, precisely the opposite of what was intended. The moderation 
of Philip was ascribed to his fears; and the Athenian multitude, 
confident in their own strength, and in the number of their allies, 
loudly proclaimed defiance, and declared that no treaty should be 
entered into with the king of Macedon. The Thebans listened to the 
pacific proposals of the great Amphictyon, with more calmness and 
deliberation. They even wavered in their resolution with regard to the 
steps which they had already taken, and still more in relation to the 
hazardous policy upon which they were about to commence a cam- 
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pugn against the most experienced soldier of the age ; but Demo- 
sthenes, who was made acquainted with their thoughts, flew to Thebes, 
ascended the tribunal, and addressing himself to the assembled people, 
swore by Minerva, "that if any oue should dare to say that peace 
ought to be made with Philip, he would, himself, seize him by the 
hair, and dreg him to prison." He intimidated the pacific and roused 
the warlike ; and had, at length, the triumph of counteracting by his 
eloquence, all the eflecte of sober reasoning, aud of the soundest 
political views of the Theban public 

Nor were the exertions of this distinguished person either smaller tim tiMn 
or less successful in preparing an army for the field. From the JSJJunJmti. 
Euboeans, Megareana, Corinthians, Achaians, Corcyreeans, Leuca- 
dians, Acamanians, and the Athenians, he collected a mercenary 
force of fifteen thousand foot and two thousand horse; besides a 
liberal supply of money, of which the amount is not exactly known. 
The Boeotian heavy-armed troops are reckoned at fourteen thousand. 
Of the Athenians, the number is not anywhere given ; but it is under- 
stood that the total amount of the confederate army, assembled at 
the instance of Demosthenes, and ready to contend tor the empire of 
Greece, was not less than fifty thousand. 

In his choice of commanders for this important war, Demosthenes 
was less successful than he had been in the enlistment of soldiers. 
Having little confidence in the ability of Chares, who had received a 
variety of defeats, but who was still too great a favourite with the 
multitude to be entirely superseded, he resolved to divide the chief 
command amongst several generals, and even to intrust a portion of 
it to a veteran Theban. On the part of the Athenians, Lysicles and 
the above-named commanders assumed the main direction, and appear 
to have formed the array of battle with considerable skill, according to 
the ground which they occupied, and the probable designs of their 
iormidable antagonist. 

Philip led to the field of Cheeronea upwards of thirty thousand men, buiIb <* 
the greater part of whom belonged to the Amphictyonic states. <*"•""■■ 
Alexander, now about eighteen years of age, assisted his father in B.C. 338. 
performing the arduous duties of general-in- chief, and is said to have 
displayed not less valour, whilst righting hand to hand with the 
enemy, than consummate knowledge of tactics in directing the move- 
ments of the brave Thessalian cavalry which was placed under his 
immediate command, and which contributed essentially to the fortune 
of the day. 

The issue of this important struggle is well known. Neither 
courage nor perseverance could balance, in favour of Athena, the 
gmt advantage of military talent which belonged to the side of 
the Amphictyons. The genius of Philip and Alexander bom down 
the obstinate valour of Thebes, and checked the fiery impetuosity of 
Athens ; and, after a most sanguinary conflict, drove the confederates 
norn the field, covered with the bodies of their bravest troops, aa well 
M 2 
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as of the noblest of their youth, who had sworn never to yield. The 
Athenian confederacy was totally annihilated, and the glory of Grecian 
independence was for ever extinguished on the plain of Chteronea. 

The gossip of biographers has made itself very busy in repeating 
anecdotes of Philip's immoderate levity on the night succeeding the 
battle ; nor has it spared the cowardice of Demosthenes during the 
heat of the conflict, in which his violent measures had involved so 
many brave men. That the Macedonian king indulged too freely in 
the festive banquet after the toils of that eventful day ; and that 
Demosthenes, to facilitate his escape, threw away his shield and fled, 
may be historically (rue; bat it is of more importance to us to note 
the political effects of the victory at Chteronea, and to record its con- 
sequences in relation to the subsequent proceedings of Philip, 



With that rare humanity and self-command, which distinguished 
the character of this warlike prince, he gave liberty to all the prisoners 
of war, and even sent to Athens the bodies of the slain, that they might 
be interred with that honour and respect, which were due to the re- 
mains of gallant men. To soothe the Athenians, and to confirm his 
assurances of pacific views towards them, he appointed his own son, 
and Antipater his favourite councillor, to repair to their city, now 
disturbed by faction, and dreading Hie full weight of the vengeance 
which the popular party had taken so much pains to provoke. He 
invited them, in short, to renew the treaty which they had so shame- 
fully violated, and to enjoy again the blessings of peace, which they so 
little knew how to value. 

It is said, that among the commissioners sent to the king of 
Macedon to ratify the treaty, there was one Demochares, an excessively 
rude character, and at the same time, one who affected excessive freedom 
of speech. When admitted to an audience before taking leave, Philip, 
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~m a ray obliging manner, asked the embassy if there was anything 
particular in which he could further gratify (lie Athenians. " Yes," 
cried Democbares, "hang thyself." The indignation of all who 
witnessed this unpardonable rudeness was loud and violent; but the 
king, with a very proper feeling of contempt for this brutal individual, 
silenced their demands for punishment, by exclaiming, "Let the 
ridiculous brawler depart unmolested." And addressing himself 
to the other ambassadors, he said, " Go, tell your countrymen that 
they who can utter such outrages, are much less inclined to peace 
and moderation than he who can forgive them,'' 

We are now approaching the last public transaction in the life of 
Philip. Peace having been restored to the Greeks, their thoughts 
were turned by him to the general enemy of their country, the king 
of Persia; and inducements were held out to the several states of 
Greece, to enter into a confederacy against that powerful monarch. 
The motives which influenced the Macedonian in this undertaking 
were not, perhaps, well understood at the time, and certainly have not 
been distinctly recorded by any contemporary historian. Diodorus, in 
the following terms, narrates the circumstances merely in which the 
sentiments of that prince, as well as the Grecian confederacy, were 
expressed. " Philip, the king, encouraged by his victory at Chieronea, cmfcden 
by which the most renowned states had been checked and confounded, JS^,***!™ 
waa ambitious of becoming the military commander and head of the 
Greek nation. He declared, therefore, his intention of carrying war, 
in the common cause of the Greeks, against the Persians. A dispo- 
sition to concur in his purpose, and to attach themselves to him, as their 
chief, pervaded the Grecian people. Communicating then with all, 
individuals as well as States, in a manner to conciliate favour, be ex- 
pressed his desire of meeting the nation in congress, to concert 
measures for the great object in view, which accordingly met at 
Corinth. This explanation of his intentions excited great hopes, and 
n produced the desired concurrence, that at length the Greeks elected 
him generalissimo of their confederated powera. Great preparations 
for the Persian war were put forward, and the proportion of troops to 
be famished by every state was calculated and determined." 

It is recorded that more than two hundred thousand men were 
raised for this magnificent expedition against the sovereign of western 
Asia. But Philip was not destined to lead these troops in the vic- 
torious career which they then anticipated, and which Alexander 
afterwards so folly realized. His last military exploit was already 
performed. 

Upon bis return to Macedon, Philip had given his only daughter in b. C. 33 
marriage to Alexander, the king of Epirus, and was now indulging in 
those festivities with which royal nuptials are usually accompanied, 
when a young man, who had thought himself injured or slighted by the 
king, plunged a dagger into his bosom, and laid him lifeless at his feet, 
The murderer, whose name was Pausanias, instantly fled towards the 
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ution gates of the city, where a chariot was ready to convey him to a place 

lp - of safety ; but he was overtaken by some of the king's attendants, 

who, more desirous to revenge the deed than to ascertain the motives 

which had led to it, despatched the guilty youth with innumerable 

wounds. 

Conjecture has assigned various reasons, and suggested a variety of 
views, to account for this atrocious crime ; and several of these, as 
might be expected, have had a reference to the vindictive temper of 
Olympias, the queen, who had, the preceding year, been repudiated, 
to make way for a more youthful consort, Cleopatra, the daughter of 
AttaluB, one of Philip's generals. The conduct of Olympias, upon 
hearing of the death of Philip, if it has been at all fairly reported, 
affords but too much countenance to the suspicions which, woe en- 
tertained with respect to the share which she had in inflaming the 
resentment of Pausanius, and even in directing it against the life of 
the king. The death of the assassin placed a seal on all the secrets 
connected with his bloody enterprise ; and the precise share, accord- 
ingly, which any of the leading characters of Macedon, Athens, or 
Persia, may have had in its contrivance or execution, must for ever 
remain undetermined. l 

won " Thus," says Diodorus, after relating the circumstances of Philip's 
"""■ murder, "thus fell the greatest potentate of his time. With very 
small resources in his outset, be acquired the most powerful monarchy 
that ever existed among the Greeks. His great success arose less from 
the force of his arms and the greatness of his victories, than from his 
extraordinary talent for reasoning and conversation, and from his 
obliging and affable disposition towards every class of men. He 
esteemed mere physical courage and physical strength in the field as 
among the lowest qualities in a superior officer. He set an almost 
exclusive value on military science, as distinguished from personal 
prowess, and not less on the talent of conversing, persuading, and 
conciliating those over whom a general might be appointed to 
preside. Upon these last he founded the only favourable opinion 
which he entertained of himself; for, he was wont to remark, the 
merit of success in battle he could only share with those under him, 
whereas the victories he gained by argument, affability, and kindness, 
were all his own." 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
ALEXANDER THE GREAT. 



We concluded our biography of Philip with a brief account of his acm»« 
death, as inflicted by the hand of Pausanias. As the assassin was almost ^'"^ 
instantly despatched, no certain information was obtained, either with o 

respect to the motives which could induce so detestable an act, or as 
to the number and quality of the persons who were privy to the inten- 
tion of perpetrating it. The repudiation of Olympias, and the second 
nuptials, for which that event paved the way, are supposed by some 
writers to have so deeply irritated the mind of Alexander and of his 
mother as to have prepared them to take ft part in the vindictive coun- 
sels of the young Panaanias, and even to have encouraged him in his 
meditated attack on the person of the king. There is no good reason, 
however, for admitting the operation of views and motives so highly 
discreditable to the character of the Macedonian conqueror. It is, on 
the contrary, much more probable that the murder of Philip was con- 
nected with ft conspiracy, of which the object was to change the line 
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b. c. 336. of succession, and to transfer the crown, under the sanction of the Per- 
sian monarch, to Amyntas, the son of Antiochus ; a member of that 
branch of the royal family which had formerly laid claim to the throne. 
Aitunder't Whilst these things are confessedly matters of mere conjecture, it is 
uuUuwiit*- c ' ear tnat *° e behaviour of Alexander was equally generous and noble 
oo his accession to the kingdom, thus unexpectedly deprived of that 
rare wisdom and courage by which its affairs had been so long directed. 
No feeling of animosity, no deed of violence, stained the commencement 
of the brilliant career which he was about to run. The able and fe.ir.hful 
men who had served his father in the cabinet or in the field, were 
retained by him in their several offices. Neither minister nor general 
was displaced ; and no one had the slightest reason to imagine that 
Alexander cherished a grudge or remembered an injury, even where he 
had just ground of complaint; and in cases, too, where measures of 
severity could only have been regarded as salutary examples or merited 
punishment His forgiveness and confidence were extended to all who 
had candour enough to acknowledge their misdoings, and generosity 
sufficient in their own hearts to rely on the exercise of it in that of 
their prince. Even Alexander, the son of Aeropus, who had shared 
in the treasonable counsels of Amyntas, was received into favour and 
employed in offices of trust, merely because he showed a seasonable 
interest in the rising fortunes of his royal kinsman, and confided his life 
to the noble clemency which marked his character. The first step he 
took was to recal from exile the young friends, who, on his account, 
had incurred the anger or suspicions of Philip ; and when we find among 
these the names of Harpalus, Laomedon, Nearchus, and Ptolemy, son 
of Lagus, we shall be ready to do justice not less to his benevolence 
than to his angular discernment. It is remarked, however, that no new 
man, no personal favourite, no person strange to the army or people of 
Macedonia, was raised, in the beginning of the new reign, to any place 
of power, honour, or responsibility. 

According to the custom of his country, Alexander was conducted 
with much military pomp to the throne, immediately after his father 
had expired, and consequently while the most painful apprehensions 
still prevailed concerning the political motives which might have occa- 
sioned that catastrophe. When presented to the assembled Macedo- 
nians, the young monarch, relying not less on the popularity of the late 
government than on the strength of his own character, assured them 
that no change would take place injurious to their interests or reputa- 
Kobic tioti. " The king's name is changed," said he, " but the king, you 

AitoD<w. shftU find, remains the same :" a pledge which be fully redeemed, not 
only by retaining his father's friends, and pursuing his lather's system, 
hut by surpassing, in the coarse of his splendid victories, the most 
exalted ideas that the other ever entertained of Asiatic conquest and of 
Macedonian ascendancy. 

The confidence and sanguine hopes of Alexander were not, however, 
we may presume, widely spread among the most experienced and in- 
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Beiligait of his followers. The power acquired by the late king had B.C. 336. 
excited no small degree of envy and dislike in the minds of the demo- 
craticaJ leaders at Athens, and had awakened in some of the other 
states a lively apprehension that their independence could not fail to be 
exposed to hazard by the predominating influence of their ambitious 
neighbour. The sceptre of western Asia, too, was at that period PoUttsui ud 
swayed by a sovereign who had already gained some reputation as a ™itkmof 
soldier ; and who, by his negotiations with the secret enemies of Philip, hmu. 
had afforded ample proof that he was acquainted not only with the 
quarter whence danger was to be feared, but also with the most effec- 
tual means by which it might be averted. The accession of a young 
king, moreover, encouraged the hopes and favoured the intrigues of all 
who wished to humble the power of Macedon : and we find, accord- 
ingly, that, in concert with the faction of which Demosthenes was the 
bead, the political agents of Darius were everywhere creating such 
obstacles to the invasion of Asia by the confederated Greeks as no 
genius inferior to that which now directed their arms could have suc- 
cessfully opposed and overcome. The rapidity and decision which 
characterised all the movements of Alexander, were fully required to 
baffle the designs which were now openly contemplated on both aides 
of the jEgsan ; and when he did at length take the field to accomplish 
the arduous task which he inherited with his father's crown, he found 
greater opposition to surmount, on the part of the Greeks, than on 
that of the barbarians. 

The first attention of the new government was directed to Thessaly, 
the oldest and most important ally of Macedonia. There the ambas- 
sadors of Alexander had the satisfaction to find on all hands the utmost 
■willingness to continue the friendly relations which had, during the 
reign of Philip, subsisted between the two powers ; and, accordingly, 
the combined civil and military authority which had been exercised by 
the father, was, with equal confidence and alacrity, extended to the 
son. Nor was this all ; for the trusty Tbessalians farther assured the 
successor of Philip, that they would exert themselves to the utmost in 
order to secure his succession also to the chief command of the Grecian 
army destined to act against the Persians ; an appointment which they 
were well aware could not but gratify the ambition and give play to 
the warlike spirit of their young protector. 

Having secured the good-will and co-operation of his immediate ainundau 
neighbours, Alexander proceeded to Thermopylae, where the Amphio JJj,],™* 
tyonic council was assembled, in which he was readily allowed or in- d™di. 
vital to occupy the seat to which his father had been raised aa the head 
of that august body. The next step was to obtain the office of gene- 
ralissimo of the combined army, an object on which it is natural to 
suppose he set a much higher value than on his mere civil rank among 
the Amphictyons, and which, moreover, he had the beat reason for be 
lie ving was meant to be bestowed elsewhere, if not altogether abolished. 
Opposition on the part of Athens could not be concealed ; for it was 
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. not without much difficulty that the democratical faction in that citv 
could be induced to pay to the ting of Macedonia the customary and 
very simple compliment of sending an embassy to congratulate him on 
his accession, and to express their readiness to renew with him the 
treaties into which they had entered with his father. 

Id due time, a congress of the Grecian states was announced for 
consulting on their common affairs, and for deciding on measures rela- 
tive to the projected invasion of Asia. The place chosen for this im- 
portant congress was Corinth, a situation which recommended itself 
both by its local convenience to those within as well as to those with- 
out the isthmus ; its distance from Macedon was also calculated to 
remove all apprehension of improper interference with the freedom of 
election. Arrian, whose narrative commences with this occurrence, 
briefly informs us that Alexander, on his accession to the throne, 
marched into Peloponnesus, where, in a grand council of the Greeks, 
" he requested to be made general of the intended expedition against the 
Persians ; and that this request was granted by all but the Lacedae- 
monians, who alleged that they were bound by an ancient custom, 
handed down from their ancestors, to yield obedience to none, but 
rather to claim the command of whatever forces should be sent by- 
Greece to serve in foreign countries. It is certain, at all events, that 
the king of Macedonia was chosen by a large majority of the republics ; 
the opposition of Sparta having no other effect than to make manifest 
her pride and her weakness, and to place on record the impotent 
jealousy towards the successor of Philip which she could no longer 
suppress. The dissent of this celebrated commonwealth answered 
perhaps another purpose. It showed that deliberation was free, and 
suffrage uncontrolled; a state of things altogether irreconcileable with 
the assertion of Plutarch, that the royal candidate carried with him an 
overwhelming force into Peloponnesus, and thereby rendered certain 
his election to the high office which he affected to solicit. 

Whatever might be the difference of opinion as to the wisdom of 
confiding to a youth, not more than twenty years of age, one of the most 
important expeditions ever meditated by the Grecian states, there seems 
to have been perfect unanimity with regard to the expediency of the 
war itself, Asia had long been a favourite field of adventure to the 
enterprising republics of Greece; and events comparatively recent had 
enlisted against the Persians, the powerful passions of jealousy, fear, 
and revenge. As soon, therefore, as the assembly at Corinth was 
WuUke dissolved, preparations were resumed for the armament of which 
otA^uds* Alexander was appointed to guide the motions, whilst he himself, 
after having effected the object of his journey into the south, returned 
home to equip his hardy Macedonians for the numerous perils and 
toils into which he had resolved to conduct them. 

The intrigues of Demosthenes, meantime, and the restless disposi- 
tion of the barbarous tribes by whom the dominions of Alexander were 
surrounded, had prepared a field in which to try his troops before he 
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dwuld cross over into Asia. In the spring of the year, when he was B. C. 
preparing to assemble his army for the great expedition, the young 
generalissimo was informed that his own kingdom was threatened with 
an assault on three different points at once : on the west by the Illyrians, 
on the north by the Triballians and other Thracians, and on the east 
by that ambiguous class of men who united in their characters the 
qualities of merchantmen and pirates, and infested during troublesome 
times the whole of the Mgsan sea. This intelligence roused the active 
spirit of Alexander, who, leaving the defence of his western borders to 
Parmenio, hastened with a body of forces against the freebooters and 
revolted Greeks who dwelt on the coast ; and, coming upon them 
suddenly, he not only defeated their attempts on some of his ports 
and strongholds along the shore, but forced them to take refuge in the 
mountains, among their barbarian allies. The ardent genius of the king 
impelled him to pursue the fugitives even into the rocky defences of 
Mount Hamas, and to engage in a species of warfare which was alto- 
gether new, even to the veterans who had followed the fortunes of 
Philip. 

Arrian, who takes pleasure in narrating the exploits and contrivances n«iu„ 
of his military hero, gives a detailed account of the battle, which took Thm 
pfctce in the wild district where Alexander overtook bis enemies. The 
barbarians, he informs us, seized the tops of the mountains, and occu- 
pied the only pass through which the Macedonians could advance, with 
the nrm determination of preventing their further progress. Placing 
themselves on the summit of a rapid declivity, where the road was 
confined on either side by lofty precipices, the insurgents formed their 
chariots in front, so as either to use them as a rampart against the 
attack of the phalanx, or, should an opportunity present itself, to hurl 
them down the slope in the face of the advancing enemy. Alexander, 
perceiving their intention, prepared his men for the worst He ordered 
them to take every advantage which the nature of the ground afforded 
for shelter and escape, and directed that the moment they perceived 
the enemy's machines put in motion, such of them as could, should 

ri their ranks and allow the waggons to run freely through, whilst 
rest who were confined by the narrowness of the approach should 
dose their shields and fall flat on the earth, so that when the vehicles 
passed over them with their utmost velocity they might receive as 
little injury as possible. The event, we are told, fully answered his 
expectation ; for by adopting the expedients thus pointed out to them, 
the Macedonians received the shock without losing a single man. The 
pass being immediately carried, victory was no longer doubtful ; for 
the barbarians, unable to cope with the discipline and perfect armour 
of the phalangites, sought safety in flight, leaving on the field about 
fifteen hundred of their number, together with all their women and 
children, and a large quantity of rude spod. 

Determined to inflict a suitable chastisement on the Triballians, 
Alexander followed their steps northward of Hajmus into that exten- 
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n. c. 336. si ve country which stretches to the right bank of the Danube. Syrians, 
Admin the king of this race of marauders, satisfied that he could not success- 
rXm™. *"% °PP 0Se the warlike troops of the invader in the open plain, bad 
recourse to the protection of those immense forests which intersected 
bis territory, having previously adopted the precaution of sending the 
women and children to a strong island called Peace, in the river Ister, 
where great numbers of the Thradans had already taken refuge. 
Alexander, after defeating a large body of the Triballian forces, advanced 
to the Danube to attack this island, whither Syrmus and his people 
had now likewise fled for shelter ; but commencing the assault with 
very inadequate strength, he found himself unequal to the tumultuary 
army of the barbarian chiefs, now fighting for everything they held 
dear in the world ; he was consequently obliged to retire with some 
loss. 

Foiled in this attempt, which he did not think proper to renew, the 
Macedonian commander directed his attention to the Getas, a people 
who dwelt beyond the Danube, great numbers of whom were seen 
flocking down to the bank of the river, apparently busy in concerting 
means to oppose his landing, should Alexander resolve on entering 
their territory as an enemy. The Gewe, however, although evidently 
more civilised than their neighbours the TribaUians, were yet compa- 
ratively ignorant of the numerous resources and expedients which a 
warlike nation can employ against the simple members of an agricul- 
tural community. Confident in the defences supplied by the mighty 
river which washed their southern boundary, they were not aware that 
the king of Macedon had at bis command the means of conveying over 
it, not only his phalanx, so formidable to the most expert combatants, 
but also that active cavalry, before whose rapid and overwhelming 
Tha Get* charges no rude people had yet learned to stand. Ships from the 
"■"J 1 ™*- Euxine enabled Alexander to transport, in one night, a large portion 
of his army, and thereby to effect a complete end speedy conquest 
of the Gets. Hence, after destroying their capital, and reducing the 
inhabitants to a nominal subjection, he returned to the southern bank 
of the Danube, to pursue his hostile views against the Triballi and 
their Thracian confederates, whom he had left behind. 

The terror of his arms, however, rendered their farther employment 
unnecessary. Syrmus sent an embassy to solicit peace, or rather to 
ask on what terms he might secure that benefit for himself and his 
people ; and shortly after, similar messages arrived from all the neigh- 
bouring states, charged with professions of friendship and expressions 
of respect Among these, according to Arrian, appeared envoys from 
The oiu. the Celts, who inhabited the country near the Ionian bay, a people 
strong in body and of a haughty spirit ; and the same historian informs 
us that Alexander, addressing himself to the members of this interest- 
ing embassy, desired them to tell him what was the principal cause of 
their apprehensions, expecting, no doubt, to be assured that the terror 
of his name, and the dread of his arms, had made a deep impression 
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en their minds, which had suggested their present act of homage and b. a 330. 
reverence to his person. Their reply, however, could not fail to con- 
vince him mat the Celts were not finished courtiers, and that if they 
tad fears, it was not to him they were disposed to reveal them. The 
ambassadors proudly informed him, that " they were afraid of nothing 
bat that the sky should fall upon their heads !" The king suppressed 
big disappointment, received the Celts into the number of his allies, 
ud satisfied himself with hinting to the envoys that their countrymen 
were a proud people. 

All things being now adjusted, Alexander was about to return R*on»i« 
homeward, when intelligence was brought to him that the Autariate Mu * don ' 
wen; making preparations to oppose his march through their country, 
■nd also that the Illyrians, joined by the Taulantians, were meditating 
1 hostile movement on the western borders of Macedonia. Relieved 
from all fears of the first-mentioned tribe by the seasonable interposi- 
tion of lAngarua, king of the Agrians, the Macedonian prince directed 
bis forces against the revolted Illyrians ; and conducting his inroad 
with his usual rapidity and boldness, he reached Pellioa, the capital, 
before measures could be taken to oppose him, and before the contin- 
gent of the Taulantian army had advanced to their aid. As, however, 
the combined powers, placing their chief confidence in the strength of 
their ground, acted solely on the defensive, some time elapsed before 
the Macedonians could bring them to action ; and when a battle did 
take place, the Illyrians and their allies were rather dispersed than 
beaten, spreading themselves over the mountains, and seeking safety 
in (astaenses which heavy-armed soldiers could not approach. But it 
was not the policy of either party to prolong a war from which neither 
could reap any advantage, and Alexander, hearing of commotions in 
Greece which more deeply affected his interests, readily withdrew his 
troops from the mountains of Illyria, while tie insurgent chiefs, left to 
reflection on their weakness and danger, appear to have returned to 
their duty, and to a renewal of their former relations with Macedon 
md its young king. 

The commotions just mentioned were occasioned by the revolt of n«oit of 
Thebes, one of the most important and melancholy occurrences in the Tteb "' 
reign of Alexander. Whilst this youthful commander was in the 
north, Demosthenes was most actively employed in exciting against 
him, not only the powerful hostility of the Persian government, but 
ilao every feeling of jealousy and revenge which continued to lurk 
Huong the Grecian republics themselves. Among no people were 
these bad passions more active than among the Thebans, who, long 
accustomed to aspire to command and influence other states, were, 
BKe the battle of Ctueronea, reduced to a condition of comparative 
insignificance, and even of positive vassalage. A strong party, there- 
fore, at Thebes, was always found hostile to the interests of Macedonia, 
ad, indeed, to the principles of the confederacy of which that country 
'tis now the bead; and it was obviously to subdue the refractory 
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i. spirit manifested by these discontented republicans, and to maintain 
the peace of the confederacy at large, that a resolution was passed in 
the Amphictyonic council, authorising a garrison of the allied army to 
be placed in the Theban citadel. 

Amyntas and Timolaus, the one supposed to be a Theban and the 
other a Macedonian, were the commanders of this fort at the period in 
question ; who, having no apprehensions of the peaceable disposition of 
the people, were wont to sleep in the town, instead of taking up their 
residence at night within die precincts of the garrison. The revolt, 
for which, it is said, abundant means and encouragement were supplied 
from Athens, was begun by the murder of the two officers just named ; 
upon which, criers were immediately sent throngh the city, summoning 
the people to arms, and assuring them that Alexander had perished in 
his northern expedition. The conspirators, who consisted chiefly of 
exiles, who had been admitted into the town during the darkness of 
the night, reiterated the most positive assurances that the king of 
Macedon was dead- and exhorting the citizens to throw off the 
foreign yoke under which they groaned, urged them to begin the 
glorious work of independence by laying siege to the citadel, and de- 
stroying or expelling all the Macedonian soldiers who should be found 
within it 

These events, when made known in Illyria, hastened the departure 
of Alexander, who, with a chosen body of light-armed troops, advanced 
by rapid marches upon Thessaly, where he arrived in seven days, 
whence, in six days more, he led his forces into Bceotia, So little, 
saya Arrian, did the Thebans dream of his approach, that he was at 
Onchestus with his whole army before they had heard of his passing 
the Straits of Thermopylae ; and, even then, the authors of the sedition 
affirmed that it must be an army newly raised by Antipater in Mace- 
donia, for that Alexander had certainly perished in the northern 
deserts. Nay, so obstinate were they in their incredulity, that when 
it could no longer be doubted that the king was at the head of his 
troops in their very neighbourhood, they maintained it could not be 
the renowned son of Philip, but that it must be Alexander the son of 
Aeropus, who was discharging the office of commander under the 
direction of Antipater. Availing themselves of the delusion which 
they had thus spread among the people, they succeeded in driving 
them to the resolution of opposing by arms his advance towards 
their city; and the more effectually to prevent or to render abortive 
any change of measures, they sent ont a party of horse and light-armed 
foot to attack the vanguard of the Macedonians, of whom, as they were 
unprepared for such a sudden attack, they killed a few with missile 
weapons. The behaviour of Alexander afforded a striking contrast to 
these furious and unwarrantable proceedings ; for even after all that 
had taken place, he caused a proclamation to be made, inviting all the 
Thebans, without distinction, to relinquish the infatuated course upon 
which they had entered, and to partake of the common tranquillity of 
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Greece. Id return for this conciliatory proposal, the leading dema- n. c. 336. 
gogues in the city gave order that a herald, of powerful voice, should 
proclaim in the hearing of the Macedonians an invitation to all of them 
who desired to restore liberty and independence to the Grecian states 
to join forthwith the standard of the king of Persia and of the Thebau 
patriots. 

Satisfied, however, that a large proportion of the people were Modtntiou 
friendly to the Macedonian alliance, and that they were only prevented of Aie«nd«. 
from declaring their real sentiments by the violent measures pursued 
by the agitators within the walls, Alexander was resolved to refrain, 
far some time at least, from the application of force, and to wait the 
coarse of events. With this view, he advanced with his army, the 
following day, towards that gate of the city which led to Eleuthers 
and Athens, still forbearing any assault upon the fortifications, and 
only placing himself in such a situation, with respect to the citadel, 
that he might have it in his power to assist the Macedonians who 
were shut up in it, should they happen to be severely pressed. 

Bat matters did not long remain in this uncertain predicament. A 
parrv of the Macedonian army stationed near the walls, under the Th*b« 
command of Perdiccas, perceiving an opportunity to scale the rampart, ',^ai, by 
were induced, without either orders or authority from the king, to 
commence the assault; and having effected a breach, they pursued b. C 335. 
their advantage with so much ardour, that they soon found themselves 
in close conflict with the Thebans, in the very heart of the city. Here 
a considerable number of them lost their lives, and among these 
Enrylotns, the leader of the Cretan bowmen. Perdiccas, too, being 
wounded, a retrograde movement became necessary, whilst the 
Thebans, in their tarn, drove the assailants from the walls, and, fol- 
lowing up their success with thoughtless impetuosity, they advanced 
so fax into the plain as to come in contact with the heavy-armed 
troops of Alexander's array, whom he had just drawn forth from the 
camp, in order to remedy the contusion and repair the disaster so 
unexpectedly occasioned by the rash conduct of his advanced guard. 
At this juncture the fortune of war changed once more. The Thebans, 
unable to abide the shock of the phalanx, recoiled from the first onset, 
and rushing in the utmost disorder and trepidation towards the gates 
whence they had just issued, the multitude of fugitives so completely 
choked up the passage, that they not only trod one another under foot, 
but even prevented all possibility of securing the portals against the 
victorious enemy. Both parties entered at once, whilst the garrison 
in the citadel, observing what had occurred, sallied forth from their 
stronghold, and fell upon the miserable citizens, now no longer capable 
of resistance or master of their movements, and added not a little to 
the indiscriminate slaughter which finally disgraced the success of the 
confederate army. Platteans, Thespians, Orchomenians, Phocians, 
and others, who composed the army under Alexander, having formerly 
sneered from Theban tyranny, and dreading a renewal of it, gave a 
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b. c. 335. loose to the most furious passions. Ranging the town, careless of 
Muicr of commands, which scarcely any could hear, they slaughtered equally 
ih< The bun. the resisting and the unresisting, not sparing even women and chil- 
dren, not even the sacredness of temples affording protection. A kind 
of intoxication of fury urged their destructive coarse, so that, as Arrian 
remarks, the extent of the calamity exceeded not more all previous 
apprehensions of the sufferers than all previous purpose of the perpe- 

Dsena lor Nor was the vindictive feeling of the minor republics against 

^y* Thebes confined to the first moments of military execution. A solemn 
Thehn. council was held, composed of the representatives of the several states, 
in which a decree was passed, declaring that the Theban name should 
be annihilated, — the town utterly destroyed, — the surviving women 
and children sold into slavery ; that the territory should become the 
property of the victorious allies, including the friendly Thebans, and 
be duly divided amongst them ; and that, in order to secure the exe- 
cution of these resolutions, a garrison from the confederate army should 
be appointed to take possession of the citadel. 

Amidst these scenes of blood and still more repulsive manifestations 
of revenge and jealousy entertained against one another by freemen 
and brothers, it affords some relief to find that in executing the horrid 
decree, of which the particulars have just been detailed, some respect 
was shown to the claims of literature and genius. Alexander gave 
orders, that in the general demolition of Thebes, the bouse of Pindar, 
the poet, should be spared, and that none of his relations should be 
subjected to the severe sentence passed upon their countrymen, — an 
act of clemency, it should be added, for which various motives have 
been assigned, according to the opinions and prejudices of different 
writers. 



In this manner did Thebes expiate her revolt, with the loss of six 
thousand of her people slain in the battle, thirty thousand sold into 
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airery, and, in a word, with the extinction of her existence as a separate B. c. 335. 
ad independent state. Plutarch, who delights in anecdote and in 
maling secret thoughts and motives, which he was not likely to 
bow, assures as that the calamities thus brought upon the Thebans, 
frequently gave Alexander great uneasiness in the subsequent part of 
ka life, and that upon this account he treated others with leas rigour. 
Certainly, says this author, he imputed to the anger of Bacchus, the 
avenger of Thebes, the murder of Clitus, which he committed in his 
wine, and the dastardly refusal of the Macedonians to Mow him in his 
Indian expedition. And, he adds, that there was not a Theban who 
(nrvived the fatal overthrow, that was denied any favour he chose to 
request. 

When the news reached Athens that Thebes had yielded to the 
aims of the young king of Macedon, a general consternation seized all 
rhrmrn of the people, and such was the fear of an immediate attack 
upon their own city by the forces under the commander, who, they 
knew, could not be ignorant of their intrigues with all his enemies, 
both in Greece and Asia, that an instant order was issued to stop the 
Ehjqafanan mysteries in which they were then engaged. A council 
was called, and a resolution immediately adopted to send an embassy 
to Alexander, conveying the congratulations of the Athenian citizens 
on his safe retain from the Hlyrian war, as well as on his success in 
inflicting a speedy and condign chastisement on the seditious Thebans. 
Although perfectly aware of the motives which had produced this late 
ssd rather unseasonable compliment, the Macedonian ruler thought 
proper to receive it in good part; but, at the same time, he addressed 
a letter to the Athenian people, demanding that ten of their number, Dm 
whom be specified, should be delivered up to him, to be dealt with A '° 
according to the common law of Greece, as being, he added, the 
•ntfaora of all the troubles which bad befallen their country, and par- 
ticularly of the miseries which ensued upon the memorable battle of 
Chasonea. Among the Athenian leaders mentioned in this famous 
epistle, Arrian gives the names of Demosthenes, Lycurgus, Hyperides, 
Polreuctus, Charites, Charidemus, Ephialtes, Diotemus, and Merocles, 
8uch a demand threw the city into greater confusion than ever, and 
the alarm of Demosthenes, on this occasion, is still spoken of by 
historians as having afforded a subject for ridicule. It is said that be 
consented to pay to Demades the sum of five talents to secure the 
influence of that politician as an intercessor with Alexander, at whose 
hands be was perfectly aware he bad great reason to apprehend the 
greatest severity. To avert, however, the hard fate which seemed to 
he in reserve for their orators, the Athenians decreed a second embassy 
to the captain-general of Greece, beseeching him to extend such a 
degree of indulgence towards their republic as to allow them to proceed 
against the accused citizens, according to the forms of their own 
tribunals. To this request the conqueror acceded, on condition that 
Charidemus, who had, in the time of Philip, acted as a spy at the 
[H. «.] • 
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335. court of Macedon, and who had on other accounts rendered himself 
disagreeable to the reigning prince, should be forthwith banished from 
the territory of the Amphictyonic states. Throughout the whole of this 
transaction, indeed, where a sound policy, as well, perhaps, as the natural 
temper of the king, dictated moderate measures, the desire to come to 
a speedy adjustment of affairs in Greece, with a view of being at liberty 
to conduct the confederate army on the grand Asiatic expedition, is 
repeatedly mentioned by Arrian as a principal reason for exercising 
clemency and shortening his discussions with the disaffected Athenians, 
Having returned to Macedon and completed the religions festival 
which had been interrupted by his father's death, Alexander lost no 
time in equipping the army placed under his command for the invasion 
of the Persian dominions. The forces with which he entered upon 
this arduous undertaking did not exceed, in cavalry and infantry, the 
very moderate number of thirty-five thousand ; and at the head of 
334. these, in the spring of the year b. c. 334, the magnanimous son of Philip 
advanced to Sestos on the Hellespont, where he had resolved to embark 
for the opposite shore. After performing sacrifice at the tomb of 
Protesilaus, he placed himself in a trireme under the direction of 
Menetteus, and committing his fortune to the care of the gods, he took 
a final leave of the shores of Europe. Eager to visit the site of ancient 
Troy, then occupied by a village, he proceeded thither, and finding, in 
a temple of Minerva, certain consecrated suits of armour, which were 
said to have been preserved there from the time of the Trojan war, be 
offered up the usual religious homage, and then proceeding to dedicate 
to the goddess the arms which he himself wore, he carried away from the 
holy fane one of the ancient panoplies, to be thenceforth carried before 
him on all solemn occasions, but more particularly when going into battle. 
Of the preparations made by Persia to oppose the invaders, no 
detailed account is to be found in history. The satraps, who governed 
the western provinces, appear to have been intrusted each with the 
defence of his own territory, whilst a considerable force of mercenary 
Greeks, under the command of Memnon the Rhodian, seems to have 
been charged generally with the protection of the Grecian cities on the 
Asiatic coast, which acknowledged subjection to the Persian crown. 
The want of vigilance or wisdom wa3, however, strikingly manifested 
in the absence of the most ordinary means for preventing the descent 
of a hostile army in a populous part of the country, and at the very 
point, too, where such a descent was most to be apprehended. Not a 
ship appeared to dispute the passage with Alexander, or to interrupt 
his supplies, though tile Persian navy greatly outnumbered that which 
transported the invading forces; and thus, with all the information 
which the most public proceedings could convey to them, the lieu- 
tenants of the great king suffered his empire to be violated by a 
foreign enemy, with as much indifference as if he had landed merely 
to present the homage of an ancient and devoted vassal. 

To shun the difficulties of a mountainous country, and perhaps, 
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iko, to avoid a premature encounter with Memnon, at the bead of his B. C. 334. 
disciplined Greeks, Alexander pursued his march in a north-easterly Dtmtion of 
direction, along the shores of the Propontis, His progress is minutely iiJSJ ' 1 " ' 
recorded by the faithful Arrian, who, as every one knows, professes 
merely to follow the narrative of Ptolemy and Aristobulus, Macedonian 
generals who served in this campaign; but it is enough for our pur- 
pose to mention that, when he had arrived in the lower Phrygia, of 
which Arsites was satrap, he found himself abont to be opposed by a 
considerable army, suddenly collected from the neighbouring districts. 
According to Airian, this army consisted of twenty thousand foot and 
as many horse; whilst Diodorus, including perhaps the skirmishers 
and retainers of the camp, makes it amount to a hundred thousand. 
That the latter number exceeds the bounds of probability is rendered 
obvious by the counsel administered by Memnon on this occasion, 
who recommended that the Persians should abstain from battle, lay 
waste the country, and thereby compel the invader to retrace his steps. 
This advice, prudent perhaps in any circumstances, when apposed to 
such an enemy as Alexander, is recommended by the consideration 
that die Persians were inferior in regular infantry; bat Arsites replied 
that he would not suffer a single house in his province to be burnt, or 
the property of one inhabitant to be injured, whilst he had such ample 
means in his power to protect both. 

As delay was alike incompatible with the plans and the temper of Fw or 
Alexander, he resolved to move forward his troops, and cross the tlw b,vacu - 
Granicus, at a ford near Zeleia, The Persians, aware that his line of 
march would be confined to that direction, encamped with their whole 
force on the opposite side, prepared to dispute with the Macedonians 
the passage of the stream, and the possession of the rich province 
which stretched out beyond it. A battle now appeared inevitable, 
and the contending armies were already arranged for the conflict, when 
Pannenio, the brave and faithful friend of Philip, ventured to expos- 
tulate with his impetuous successor on the great hazard which would 
attend the crossing of the river, in the face of such a numerous and 
determined enemy. " Your reflections," said Alexander, addressing 
the veteran general, " are just and forcible; but would it not be a 
mighty disgrace to us, who so easily passed the Hellespont, to be 
stopped here by a contemptible brook ? It would indeed be a lasting 
reflection on the glory of the Macedonians, as well as on the personal 
bravery of their commander • and, besides, the Persians would forth- 
with consider themselves our equals in war, did we not, in this first 
conflict with them, achieve something to justify the terror which 



Having thus spoken, says Arrian, he appointed Pannenio to the 
left wing, and on the right, where he himself presided, he placed 
Philotas, the son of Parmenio, with the royal cohort, and the archers 
and pikemen. The historian then proceeds to describe, with much 
, the order adopted on the side of the Macedonians at 
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b, a 384. large, to secure victory in this important fight As, however, his 
military terms are not quite familiar to our apprehension, we shall, for 
the sake of onr readers, avail ourselves of the exact and masterly 
description which is given of it by another historian, as being at once 
the fullest and most distinct that has yet been given in oar language. 
Whilst Alexander was marshalling his army tor the hazardous 
attempt on which he had resolved, the Persian generals, watching 
from the opposite bank all his movements, were at no loss to gather, 
from the splendour and dress of the officers who surrounded him, 
where the king himself was to take his station; and, as far as time 
and circumstances would allow, they drew their choicest troops 
towards that point. This movement could not be so made as to 
be unobserved by the Grecian army; and its purpose being con- 
jectured, Alexander was confirmed by it in the plsn which be had 
formed in regard to die distribution of his troops, and the position 
where he was to exercise his personal command. Could he defeat 
that large part of the hostile force so immediately opposed to his 
wing, he trusted, from the accounts he had obtained of Asiatic 
armies, that the rest would not long keep the field. 

An advanced body, observes the historian, of infantry with cavalry, 
the former under Amyntas, son of Arnhabteus, the latter under 
Ptolemy, son of Philip, crossed the river first, and began the battle. 
aI wmii tt The Persian cavalry carried javelins, light enough to be thrown by the 
light hin. arm, in which then, as still at this day, being trained to it from early 
youth, they were highly dexterous. In closing, tbey mostly used the 
scimetar. The Grecian horseman carried a iance for close action, but 
no missile weapon. The Grecian advanced bodies were received with 
such firmness, by numbers so very superior, on ground of great advan- 
tage, that they were quickly compelled to retire with considerable 
loss. Nevertheless, (he employment they gave enabled the main body, 
led by Alexander himself, to cross the more quietly ; but on approach- 
ing the bank it suffered, and on reaching it was so met in stationary 
fight, that Arrian, following the account of the Macedonian generals, 
characterises the action by comparing it to a contest of heavy-armed 
infantry, Alexander's lance was disabled : turning to Teres, his 
master of the horse, for another, that officer could only show him one 
equally injured, so warmly had he also been engaged. The extra- 
ordinary skill of the Persian horsemen in disabling an enemy's lance is 
noticed by Xenophon in his account of an action in which he was 
engaged under Ageailans. There the Persians, hardly equal in num- 
bers, as the candid historian allows, overbore the Grecian cavalry: 
but these were Asiatic Greeks, and very recently raised. The very 
superior practice of those under Alexander, animated by his example, 
gave prevalence to their superior formation and superior weapons 
against very superior numbers, and the Persians gave way. 

A short leisure was thus afforded to Alexander; and Demaratus, a 
Corinthian, of the band royal, was the first to supply him with a sound 



ALEIANDEE THE GREAT. 181 

Iwee. No sooner was he thus provided than he observed ft powerful B. c. 334. 
body of Persian horse returning to charge, and a leading officer con- Ainud« 
riderably advanced before it In the eager impetuosity of the moment, ln *"■*. 
he rode onward bo hastily that before his attendants could join him he Sujja. 
had with his lance killed the leading officer, but almost in the same 
instant lost part of his helmet, by a stroke from another's sword, whom 
yet, with his shortened lance, he killed also. Nearly surrounded now 
by enemies, one of them was aiming a sword-atroke at him which 
wight hare been fatal, when Clytus, sou of Dropis, one of his lords of 
the body-guard, arrived so critically as to disable the uplifted arm by 
a wound in the shoulder. 



Through the retreat of the Persian cavalry first engaged, and the check 
in their return to the onset by the death of their principal officers, the 
right wing of the Grecian army had leisure to gain footing on the plain 
ground of the meadow. Meanwhile, the left wing under Parmenio 
had a severe contest with the Persian right In this contest the Thes- 
adiana, always esteemed among the best of Grecian cavalry, particularly 
distinguished themselves; and the Persians, being weakened, as before 
mentioned, to strengthen their other wing, were compelled to give way. 

The horsemen of the Persian army, being thus broken and put to ""?J*J*?j; 
flight there only remained a strong body of Greek infantry, who jjj£? lo- . 
served as mercenaries under the standard of the great king. This 
division of the enemy's army, if it had been properly commanded, 
would still have occasioned to Alexander no small embarrassment, and 
might even have deprived bim of that triumph which already appeared 
so secure. But Ornares, who had been appointed to lead them, igno- 
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-. rant perhaps of their discipline and the mode of using their aims, and 
struck with consternation at the sudden defeat of the cavalry, in which 
the Persians placed the greatest confidence, remained in his position 
till Alexander brought up his phalanx, supported by a chosen body of 
horse, to cut them in pieces or drive them from the field. They 
defended themselves with bravery; but courage in their circumstances 
was unavailing. Attacked in front, by the formidable phalangites, and 
in both wings by the Macedonian cavalry, they soon covered with 
their dead bodies the ground on which they had received the enemy : 
for, says Arriao, the assault was so furious that they were all slain, 
not so much as one of their whole number escaping, unless each as 
concealed themselves among the heaps of slain, and about two thou- 
sand who surrendered themselves prisoners. 
.t The loss of the Persians in the battle of the Granicus is estimated 
u by Diodoros at ten thousand men. Plutarch, again, says that the 
barbarians lost in this battle twenty-two thousand foot and two thou- 
sand five hundred horse; whilst he reduces the numbers who fell on 
the Macedonian side to thirty-four, nine of whom were infantry. 
Arrian does not mention the number of the slain, satisfying himself 
with a list of the commanders who fell in the action ; among whom 
we find the names of Spithridates, governor of Lydia, Mythrobazanes, 
president of Cappadocia, Mithridates, a son-in-law of Darius, Pbamaces, 
the queen's brother, and Omares, the general of the mercenaries. On 
the part of the Macedonians, the slaughter is usually confined to about 
one hundred and twenty, of which number, twenty-five, belonging to 
the royal guard or band of companions, were killed at the first onset, 
when fighting around the person of their king. Of these brave youths, 
statues cast in brass, by the masterly hand of Lysippus, were placed 
in the city of Dium, in Macedonia; whilst, to show his respect for the 
meanest individual who bad fallen in his cause, Alexander granted the 
freedom of their respective cities to the parents and other surviving 
relatives of all the soldiers who lost their lives on the banks of the 
Granicus, and even conferred on their posterity a perpetual exemption 
from taxes. 

With the news of his splendid victory, the generalissimo of die 
Grecian army sent to the several states a portion of the military spoil 
gathered on the field of battle, in order to afford to them the means of 
commemorating their joint success against the enemies of their country. 
To the Athenians he sent three hundred complete suits of Persian 
armour, which were dedicated to Athene, their tutelary goddess, and 
suspended in her temple with the following inscription, dictated 
by the conqueror: Alexander, bos of Philip, and the Greeks, 
excepting the Lacedemonians, offer these, taken from the 
Barbarians of Asia. 

After the victory of the Granicus, the progress of Alexander was, 
for some time, quite uninterrupted ; whilst the rapidity with which 
he reduced into subjection the most important of the towns belonging 
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to the Persian alliance surpassed his most sanguine expectations. B. C. 334. 
Daseylinm, the capital of Bithynia, opened its gates at the approach SurnndR 
ci Parmenio, who had been despatched against it. Sardis, a place or sudii 
strong by nature, and rendered almost impregnable by art, was given 
■p without a blow : Mithranes, the governor, going out, accompanied 
br the magistracy of the city, and meeting Alexander, at the dis- 
tmce of seven miles from the walls, to entreat his clemency in behalf 
of the people. Possessed thus of the capital of the rich and extensive 
province of Lydia, Alexander next directed his attention to Miletus 
md Ephesus, in both of which cities he was perfectly aware that the u aEph«u, 
friends of Greece were opposed by a strong party, who cultivated the 
connection with Persia: and in the latter particularly, as he bad been 
recently informed, the fury of the two factions had risen to such a 
height that a frightful massacre was daily apprehended, The presence 
of the king, however, prevented that catastrophe ; and, assuming the 
direction of affairs, he mediated so successfully between the demo- 
outical leaders and their opponents that he had little difficulty in 
restoring the wonted form of government and in giving efficacy to the 
voice of law. Desirous of popularity, and knowing its vast importance 
to him in the pressing circumstances in which he was then placed, 
Alexander made, on this occasion, a considerable sacrifice of financial Politic 
means, in order to secure tie affections of his Ephesian subjects. Whilst "JUHE?,*.' 
under the Persian dominion, these Asiatic Greeks were accustomed to 
pty an annual tribute to the satrap of their province ; a burden, it 
seems, from which they were not exempted even when enjoying the 
more natural protection of Athens and Lacedaanon. Unwilling, how- 
ever, to remit their taxes altogether, and doubtful of the expediency of 
demanding them for the use of his own treasury, Alexander gave 
orders that the suras formerly set apart for the Persian monarch 
■boold now be devoted to the service of Diana, and, in particular, 
employed in repairing the temple of that goddess, in which the 
Euhesians had long found so much to gratify at once their pride and 
their superstition. 

Miletus, situated in the province of Caria, still owned the Persian Ctnun of 
dominion, and was now become an object of very considerable import- """' 
tore, not only to the present rulers of it, as the means of protecting 
the extensive territory that lay beyond it, but also to Alexander, whose 
views upon Asia rendered it a matter of no small consequence to 
deprive the fleets of his enemy of all porta on the JEge&ii sea. A large 
uavy was, indeed, already prepared to act against the confederated 
powers on the coast of Lydia and Caria, with the intention not only 
of affording aid to such towns on the sea-coast as might happen to be 
attacked, but also to intercept those supplies of men and arms on 
which Alexander partly relied for carrying on his designs in the 
remoter provinces of the Asiatic peninsula. Having, therefore, settled 
•finrs at Ephesus, the king of Macedonia proceeded forthwith to 
Miletus, prepared to lay siege to it immediately ou his arrival ; and 
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L so vigorously did he ply his battering rams, and the other means of 
assault supplied by his engineers, that in a few days the fortifications 
were reduced and the garrison dispersed. It is worth; of remark, too, 
that this achievement whs accomplished in the sight of the Persian 
fleet, which, although greatly superior to the small armament which 
the Macedonians had on the coast, allowed an important town to full 
without making the slightest effort for its relief. 



Hiiiornu- The success which had all along attended the arms of Alexander 
ratten. ne ither slackened his exertions nor satisfied bis ambition.- The pos- 
session of Miletus only served to remind him that Halicarnassns had 
not yet submitted to the authority- of Greece ; and, moreover, that the 
great talents and zeal of the celebrated Memnon had been some time 
employed in strengthening its resources, and in adding discipline to 
(be valour of its garrison. According to Arrian, this city was sur- 
rounded with a ditch thirty cubits wide and fifteen deep, which, 
before engines could be advanced against the wall, it was necessary 
to fill up ; an arduous undertaking in the presence of an active enemy, 
who annoyed, without ceasing, the Macedonian soldiers, by throwing 
from above every species of missile weapon. The skill and perse 
verance of Alexander, however, at length prevailed. After a number 
of sallies by the garrison, attended with various fortune and heavy 
loss, the commander, Memnon, found himself reduced to adopt the 
hazardous expedient of withdrawing his troops by night, and of 
covering his retreat by setting fire to the engines and machinery which 
he had used in defending the ram [tarts. A part of the town was 
involved in the flames; bu the citizens, among whom there were 
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many friendly to the Macedonian cause, were, by the humane policy b. C. 334. 
of the conqueror, saved from the horrors of an assault The castle, 
into which Memnon had thrown a portion of his army, was indeed 
■till prepared to resist the arms of Alexander ; but the latter, un- 
willing to waste what remained of the season in reducing a fortress, 
strong by situation, and diligently supplied with all the means for 
sustaining a long siege, and satisfied at the same time that the garrison 
was too small to occasion any danger to the acquisitions which he had 
already made, immediately directed his attention to matters of higher 
consequence. He commanded his engineers, Bays Amen, to convey 
the artillery to Tralles, which city he soon laid level with the ground ; 
and marching thence into Phrygia, left a body of three thousand foot Muitw into 
and two hundred horse under the command of Ptolemy to keep the ""ygfe- 

rvince of Carta in obedience — a portion, of his conquests, of which 
committed the ostensible government to Ada, a native princess, who 
had at first thrown herself upon his generosity and protection. 

Determined not to allow, either to himself or to his enemies, the 
usual respite afforded by the arrival of winter, the King of Macedon 
made known to the army his intention of advancing eastward to meet 
Darius on the confines of Syria, should he think proper to take the 
field in the spring, and, in the meantime, to complete the reduction of 
all the Persian cities within the boundaries of Asia Minor. To re- 
move, however, the most obvious ground of objection and murmuring 
among the soldiers in the prospect of a winter's campaign, be allowed 
such of them as had been lately married to return home to pass that 
season with their wives, giving the command of this domestic party 
to three of his general officers, Ptolemy, Caenus, and Meleager, who 
likewise happened to have recently entered into the state of matrimony. 

Having completed these arrangements, and despatched Parmenio to 
take post at Sardis, in order to preserve entire the communication 
between Macedonia and the army during their progress eastward, 
Alexander commenced his inarch through Lycia and Pamphylia with 
the design, as Arrian informs us, of reducing all the towns on the sea- 
coaslB, and by that means of rendering the enemy's fleet useless. Upon 
his entrance into Lycia, the four principal cities of the country, Tel- 
missus, Pinara, Xanthus, and Patera, readily submitted, and thirty 
smaller towns almost immediately followed their example. Continuing 
his inarch in the very depth of winter, he was met by deputies from 
Phaselis, the principal town of the Lower Lycia, who, presenting him 
with a golden crown, solicited his friendship and protection. He then 
passed, continues the accurate historian of Alexander's expedition, into 
the province of Phaselis, which he reduced, an also a certain fort 
which the Piaidiaos had built there ; whence the barbarians were wont, 
by frequent incursions, to harass and lay waste the country around. 

Whilst Alexander was at Phaselis, intelligence was brought to c. 
him of a plot against his life, concerted, as it was said, by his name- ■* 
sake, the son of Aeropus, whom be had so generously admitted into a 
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B. c. 334. his friendship at his accession to the throne, and even appointed to 
the command of the Thessalian horse. The Macedonian prince 
Amyntas, son of Antiochus, who bad fled to lie court of Persia, 
was also engaged in this conspiracy; and under pretence of sending 
letters to the satrap of Phrygia, he despatched a nobleman named 
Asisines to the treacherous Alexander, assuring him that if he would 
procure the murder of the king, he should have the crown of Mace- 
donia conferred upon him, besides a gratuity of a thousand talents of 
silver. The Persian messenger, however, was seized by Parmenio, 
under whose immediate command the son of Aeropus was at that 
time serving, and having confessed the real nature of his embassy was 
forthwith sent a prisoner to the head-cnarters of the unsuspecting 
king, that he might reveal in his personal hearing the actual intentions 
of the conspirators. No doubt being entertained that the general of 
the Theasalian horse was implicated in the evil intentions of Amyntas 
and the Persian court, it was resolved in the council which Alexander 
summoned on the occasion to send a private messenger to Parmenio, 
with verbal instructions to supersede him in his command and retain 
his person in safe custody. 

Having discharged this unpleasant duty, which, it should seem, be 
was induced to perform rather in compliance with the wishes of his 
army than to gratify his personal fears or dislike, Alexander resumed 
his progress ; and, advancing from Lycia into PamphyJia along the 
line of the sea-coast, he had an opportunity of profiting by one of 
those natural contingencies which the ancients were much in the habit 
of ascribing to divine interposition. At a certain part of the road, the 
mountainous ridge of Taurus projected into the sea, and thereby, 
except in a particular state of the wind, precluded all passage along 
the beach ; and as it fortunately happened that the wind, which had 
blown a long time from the south, carrying the waves with great 
violence into the bay, changed to the north as the Macedonians ap- 
proached, and thus drove back the billows towards the deep, leaving 
a clear path between the sea and the rock, the enterprise of Alexander 
was regarded by all who witnessed this simple occurrence as suffi- 
ciently pious to merit the favour of the gods, and as sufficiently im- 
portant to demand their interference. 
Uuiiiueiuu a„ occurrence, unnoticed by Arrian, is here mentioned by Diodorus, 
thanuaiw which serves to throw some light on the character of the people who 
" nhbnient. a ' t " lftt 1*"°^ occupied the hilly country which separates Lycia from 
the adjoining province on the east As the baggage and cattle belong* 
ing to the Macedonian army were under the protection of a small 
escort, passing through a valley commanded by the strong town of 
Marmara, the inhabitants, smitten with the love of spoil, issued form 
from their hiding places, and at once possessed themselves of the 
whole convoy. Halting his troops, Alexander returned to chastise 
these predatory barbarians ; and, having applied bis engines to their 
walls, was on the point of compelling a surrender, when the desperate 
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plunderers, holding council among themselves, agreed on the horrible B.C. 334. 

resolution to kill all the women, children, and old men, and then, by 

night, force their way across the besiegers' lines to a place of refuge in 

the neighbouring mountains. A general feast preceded the execution 

of this savage expedient The best provision of meat and drink was 

produced, and all were invited to partake ; when, having just allowed 

time for a hearty meal, a signal was given for the intended massacre, 

by setting fire to all the houses. Six hundred of the youth, however, 

had the humanity to refuse concurrence in the atrocious plot to murder 

their parents, wives, and children; and no mention is made by the 

historian to what extent the bloody purpose of the Manuareians was 

actually realised. The projected sally, however, was performed with 

considerable success; for it is stated, that the young men who were 

fortunate enough to execute their design reached in safety the mountain 

fastnesses. 

Having dispersed this nest of robbers, Alexander pursued his march 
towards Perga, in Pamphylia. On the way be was met by commis- 
stooers from Aspendus, a town situated in the same province, who 
professed themselves ready to acknowledge his power on the simple 
condition that he would not burden their citizens with a garrison. 
To this proposal the king readily acceded ; requiring, in return, that 
the horses annually sent to Persia in the name of tribute should now 
be sent to him ; and, besides, that the Aspendians should advance ' 

to him a contribution of fifty talents, or about ten thousand pounds 
sterling. The deputies yielded their consent to these stipulations on 
the part of Alexander ; but whether the inhabitants of Aspendus 
thought the terms too hard, or whether their proposals for negotiation 
were merely intended to gain time and prepare for resistance, certain 
it is that they refused to deliver either horses or money, and even 
denied admittance within their gates to the persons whom the Mace- 
donian sent to demand them. 

Such conduct could not be allowed to pass without severe punish- 
ment. Perga and Sida having been surrendered to him at discretion, 
Alexander directed his forces against Aspendus, and invested it with- 
out delay. Unable to resist, the inhabitants desired capitulation, 
offering to fulfil the conditions to which their deputies had bound 
them; but the Macedonian monarch, though unwilling to protract 
the siege, positively refused to listen to such terms. He required 
now, together with the horses, double the amount of the sum which 
he named as a subsidy, a yearly tribute in money, and subjection to a 
governor whom he should appoint to superintend their affairs. 

But the attention of Alexander was soon after drawn to certain iauigm of 
measures concerted by the indefatigable Memnon, who had now ob- $£?%££? 
bnned command of the Persian fleet, with full powers to carry on moniuu. 
a vigorous war in the Mgteou. The Laceda^nonians, still obstinate in 
their refusal to join the Grecian confederacy, were, moreover, irritated 
by the success of the Macedonian arms in Asia Minor, and therefore 
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b. c. 334. not a little disposed to co-operate with the views of Memnon in dis- 
tracting the councils of the youthful conqueror. To effect this object, 
Agis, the king of Sparta, condescended to solicit the republican states 
of Peloponnesus, and had even prevailed with some of them to receive 
into their territory a considerable land force engaged in the service of 
the Persian monarch. Meanwhile, too, Darius himself was preparing 
to take the field with a powerful army, composed as well of Greeks as 
of Asiatics, in order to meet Alexander if he should advance, or to 
pursue him should he be compelled to retreat. 

B. C. 333. Informed of these circumstances, the Macedonian ruler discovered 
the necessity of assembling the different divisions of his army, and of 
meeting the reinforcements which he expected from Greece. Gordhun, 
the ancient capital of Lower Phrygia, was the place appointed for 
mustering such of his soldiers as had wintered at home, who, according 
to instructions received, were expected to join early in the spring, 
bringing with them a body of recruits. To that city he directed his 
steps, over part of the high grounds of Taurus, where he had to 
conquer the furious but ill-concerted opposition of several hordes of 
predatory mountaineers, who attempted to oppose his inarch through 
their country. Having reached Ceketue, the principal town of the 
greater Phrygia, he found the inhabitants ready to acknowledge him 
as their head, being indifferent whether they paid tribute and owned 

AdiaPtnTgta subjection to a Persian or Macedonian sovereign. This province was 

BDqaoM. accordingly added to his conquests ; whilst the rapid progress of las 
arms, whether employed against the roving barbarians of the Taurian 
ridge or the more civilised natives of the Lycian plains, had already 
increased so much the terror and fascination associated with his name 
that the appearance of his standard was, in many cases, equivalent to 

Before, however, he had completed his march to Gordium, intelli- 
gence was conveyed to him of the active proceedings of Memnon in 
the JEgsan. Chios had already yielded to his powerful fleet ; and in 
Lesbos, Mitylene was the only town which held out against him and 
prevented the progress of his formidable armament to the Hellespont 
itself, whence he threatened an immediate attack on the hereditary 
dominions of Alexander. Antipater, who was left at Pella with the 
power of regent, employed indeed all the means which he could 
command, in order to raise such a navy as would protect the Mace- 

r>irh or donian shores : but had not Memnon died, while as yet he was only 
beginning to realise his extensive plans, the Grecian confederacy must 

b. C. 333. have recalled their general from his victorious career in Asia to combat 
the Persian legions within the limits of Europe. The loss of Memnon, 
however, defeated the views of Darius in the invasion of Greece. 

Intelligence of the death of Memnon, and of the withdrawal of the 
Persian land forces from the .dCgtean, relieved Alexander from all 
apprehensions with regard to his own kingdom, as well as the states 
of his allies ; whilst the movement of the Persian Greeks from all 
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quarters to join tbe standard of die great king in the east, marked out b. c. 333. 
for him the point to which his attention was to be principally directed. 
It was now obviously the purpose of Darius to employ his whole 
strength for the recovery of his lost dominions ; and it therefore 
became tbe business of Alexander to provide for the maintenance 
and defence of that great peninsula which he had already overran ; 
an object which he was most likely to accomplish by meeting tbe 
Persian king on its eastern boundary, or even beyond tbe mountain 
range which separates it from tbe plains of Syria and Mesopotamia. 
Limiting his stay, therefore, at Celasnte to ten days, he proceeded to 
Gordinm, where, as we have already stated, he meant to collect his 
army, and adopt such measures as might be rendered necessary by the 
hostile attitude recently assumed by the government of Persia. 

A story is told of the Macedonian hero during his residence at Bwrr of the 
Gordinm, which the gravest historians have not disdained to preserve j^V™ 1 
in their pages. Plutarch tells us that, upon taking this town, which 
it said to have been the seat of the ancient Midas, he found the famed 
chariot fastened with cords made of the cornel tree ; and was informed 
of a tradition, firmly believed among tbe barbarians, that " the fates 
bad decreed the empire of tbe world to him who should untie the 
knot." This, as most historians state, was twisted so many private 
ways, and tbe ends of it were so artfully concealed, that Alexander, 
finding he could not untie it, cut it asunder with hie sword, and made 
many ends instead of two. But Aristobulus affirms that be easily 
undid it, by taking out the pin which fastened the yoke to the beam, 
and then drawing out the yoke itself. 

This place is also remarkable for an embassy, sent by tbe Athenians 
to Alexander, requesting him to release those of their citizens who 
had been taken at the Granicus fighting under the banner of the king 
of Persia, and who, according to Arrian, were then with two thousand 
cithers detained prisoners in Macedonia. For very obvious reasons 
the prayer of this petition was refused. He did not, says die historian, 
think it advisable, while the Persian war yet continued, to remove 
from the Greeks that salutary fear which would prevent them from 
taking tip arms for barbarians against their own countrymen; on 
which account he dismissed the deputies with the assurance that, 
as soon as the war was finished, be would listen to their solicitations 
in behalf of their citizens who had fallen into his hand. 

The news was from time to time reiterated, that Darius, at the Duiu 
head of a large army, had commenced his march westward, and was £|t*nu tht 
already crossing the great desert with the intention of repelling the *«■*• 
Mared onia" invader. To secure his conquests in the Lesser Asia, and 
to be able to sustain with success the immense pressure of military 
force which was arrayed against him, it appeared to Alexander abso- 
lutely necessary that he should possess the great chain of mountains 
on the eastern confines, where several strong posts might be occupied, 
and the advance of the enemy essentially retarded. But within that 
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b. c. 333. boundary two important provinces, Cappadocia and Paphlagonia, still 
acknowledged the Persian dominion ; the former of which commanded 
one side of the pass, by which, almost exclusively, a large army could 
cross the ridge of Taurus, and bare free communication between the 
Lesser and the Greater Asia. To effect this important acquisition, 
however, there was no need to have recourse to arms. As soon *s 
Alexander had reached Ancyra, an embassy from the PaphlsgooiRD*, 
soliciting his friendship, relieved him from the painful alternative of 
compelling their subjection ; and Cappadocia, in like manner, unwilling 
to trust to the hazard of war, received a governor appointed by the 
Macedonians, and owned the confederated Greeks as their paramount 



The province of Cilicia was now the only portion of Asia Minor 
l ' that owned subjection to the Persian empire ; and against this im- 
portant district, commanding an extensive line of coast on the Medi- 
terranean sea, the Macedonians now resolved to conduct their victorious 
phalanx. Advancing, with his usual rapidity, to cross the mountains 
at what was called the Gate of Taurus, Alexander was informed that 
a strong body of the enemy had already occupied the pass, and were 
prepared to dispute his farther progress towards the south. Without 
a moment's delay he made arrangements for attacking them in the 
course of the ensuing night; but the Persians, intimidated by the 
fame of his valour and military skill, retreated before the break of 
day, and left an open passage to his army into the maritime plains of 
ibot Cilicia. Tarsus, the capital, soon opened its gates; the governor, 
Arsames, having fled with the garrison, to meet his master, Darius, 
and to carry to him the ominous intelligence that the Persians had 
hardly any longer a foot of ground left, or a stronghold to flee unto, 
iu all the rich provinces of the Asiatic peninsula. 

It was at Tarsus that Alexander was seized with that memorable 
fever which had so nearly proved fatal to him, and which was the 
133. means of affording to the Persians considerable advantages in the 
choice of their ground before the decisive battle of Issus, This severe 
illness is ascribed by Aristobulus to mere fatigue, sustained by the 
king in bis forced march from Cappadocia into Cilicia. Other writers, 
however, inform us, that it was the consequence of an unseasonable 
use of the cold bath in the city of Tarsus ; for, arriving there greatly 
heated, and admiring the clearness of the river Cydnus, which flows 
through the town, and knowing that it was celebrated for its coolness 
in the summer heats, as coming in rapid course from the snowy 
mountains of Taurus, he plunged into the current and amused himself 
some time with swimming. He was soon after seized with the violent 
fever of which we have just spoken, and was so extremely ill that bis 
life seems to have been despaired of by all except by his able and 
favourite physician, Philip the Acarnanian. Whilst the latter was 
preparing a draught for his patient, a communication arrived from the 
general Parmeuio, advising the king to beware of Philip, who, it wot 
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believed, had been bribed by Darius to poison him. Alexander had b. c. 333. 
hardly finished perusing the letter when the physician presented to inumaw 
liim a potion ; and taking the cup from his hand, the royal patient a)«u^» 
desired him to read the note which he had just received, and while he "? d ^X n 
wu yet reading, says Arrian, the king swallowed the draught, per- 
ceiving by the undisturbed countenance of the Acaraanian that he 
entertained no design against his life. Nor were the skill and honesty 
of Philip long in doubt ; for the rapid recovery of the king proved 
that Parmenio's information was groundless, and that the alleged infi- 
delity of the physician was a malignant calumny. 

His first movement upon his restoration to health was to despatch 
Pannenio with a competent force to occupy the pass which leads into 
Syria, with the view either of preventing the enemy from entering, or 
of reserving to himself the power of carrying the war beyond the 
mountain barrier. In the meantime, with a body of light troops, he Mutho u 
tamed aside into the hilly country of Cilida, to consolidate his govern- * cniE^ 1 " 1 
men! over the wandering tribes which inhabited that portion of the 
province. The first day's march brought him to Anchialus, a town 
said to have been built by Sardanapalns the king of Assyria, and 
which, by its extent and the magnificence of its fortifications, con- 
tinued to bear evidence to the traditionary character of that monarch's 
mind. A monument representing this luxurious sovereign was still 
found there, attested by an inscription in the old Assyrian language, 
to which, whether well or ill interpreted, the Greeks gave the fol- 
lowing meaning: "Sardanapalus, the son of Anacyndaraxes, in one 
day founded Anchialus and Tarsus. Eat, drink, play ; all other 
human joys are not worth a fillip." Leaving Anchialus, the conqueror 
proceeded to Soli, where he imposed a contribution of about forty 
thousand pounds, and stationed a garrison. Thence he advanced to 
Hegarsus, where he sacrificed to Athene, and afterwards proceeded to 
Mallna, a colony originally peopled from Argos, where he succeeded in 
attaching the inhabitants to the Macedonian interest, by granting them 
•a immunity from the teibute formerly paid to the Persian government. 
Alexander was still at Mailus when information reached him that 
Darius had crossed the plain of Syria, and was already encamped 
near Sochi, about two days' march from that pass in the mountains 
usually called the Syrian gate. Finding his army eager to meet the 
Persians, he advanced to the rocky barrier which separated him from 
his enemy, and, passing the strait now named, near the town of 
Uynandrus, formed an encampment on the eastern side of the moun- 
tains. The king of Persia, who, listening to the counsel of his Grecian 
officers, had resolved to wait the approach of his antagonist in the 
open plain, now thought it expedient to yield to the wishes of his 
own subjects and make a forward movement, so as to meet the 
Macedonians in their descent from the hills, or to drive them back 
mto the wilds of Cilicia. Aware that the main pass was in pos- 
KMion of the Greeks, Darius moved his army towards a similar strait, 
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B. c. 333. known by the name of the Anionic gate, through which, as no steps 
iferiuaom had been taken to oppose him, be pushed on his advanced gnard to 
to«™i'iho Issns, and thereby placed himself between Alexander and the countries 
Awnfegua. which he had recently conquered. 

It is not concealed by Aristobuhu and Ptolemy, the authorities 
whom Arrian avowedly follows, that this movement on the part of 
the Persians created some degree of agitation among the Macedonian 
counsellors who surrounded the king. Decisive measures were 
obviously necessary to obviate the fatal effects which might result 
from this neglect to occupy the Amanic pass, and thereby allow their 
flank to be turned ; and Alexander accordingly, with that promptitude 
and sell-possession which characterised all his proceedings, instantly 
resolved to retrace his steps, and secure at least the command of the 
pass by which he had entered Syria, and which was now more than 
ever necessary to maintain his communication with his friends in 
Greece. To palliate the real motives for this retrograde movement, 
be told his army that the step which Darius had taken was precisely 
that which they should most have desired; that be had certainly 
followed the worst advice which had been offered to him, or rather 
that some divine impulse bad led him to marshal his force in a place 
where its greatness could neither be displayed nor called efficaciously 
into action ; that his cavalry would be useless, and his light troops, 
armed with missile weapons, absolutely unserviceable. He concluded 
by assuring them that the Deity had clearly demonstrated his inten- 
tion that victory should be theirs, and that tie Persian empire should 
pass into their hands, 
Butia at The main object contemplated by the Persians was unquestionably 

l "™ - to prevent the return of Alexander to Cilicia, and for this purpose 

h. c. 333. they took ground near the Syrian gate, by which they knew be would 
endeavour to effect his retreat across the mountains, should be finally 
resolve on that measure. A river, called Pinarus, issues from the 
highland district in the neighbourhood of the pass now described, and 
after flowing some distance in a westerly course diverges to the south, 
and falls into the Mediterranean. On the northern bank of this cele- 
brated stream Darius drew up his army in battle array, his right ex- 
tending to the sea, and his left occupying a very strong position at 
the foot of the mountains. Alexander formed his troops on the 
opposite bank, with his right supported by the high ground which 
bounded the plain, and his left by the sea, or bay of Issus, which 
spread out towards the west. It is remarked that as the Persian 
army occupied the exterior of the curve formed by the river, the in- 
terior or shorter curve was left for the Macedonians. Having ascer- 
tained his adversary's formation, the hero of the Granicus placed bis 
own formidable phalanx to oppose the Greeks in the Persian service. 
His republican Greeks he divided on each flank to oppose the Cardacs 
and the cavalry. The command of his left wing, occupying the 
ground Dext the sea, where cavalry might act advantageously on either 
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ade of the stream, and where the powerful charge of the Persian b. c. 333. 
tow might be expected, he committed to the veteran Parmenio. The 
immediate command of the right wing he took upon himself, with 
4e apparently desperate purpose, it seemed, of forcing the strong 
position of the enemy's left, should they not be imprudent enough to 
descend from their vantage-ground and attack him. 

Nothing is more perplexing, when examining the statements of 
indent history, than to arrive at correct notions with regard to numbers, 
udmore particularly with respect to the number of men who fought or 
fell in any given battle. It is recorded in the present instance, for Numerical 
cample, both by Arrian and Diodoms, that the Persian army j£3£[' b * 
unoonted to more than half a million, a computation which, if it im r . 
apply to the fighting men whom Darius conducted across the Syrian 
desert, must exceed not a little the bounds of all probability. A 
celebrated historian, confining himself to the details of the former 
writer, and summing up the number of the several bodies specified by 
him as holding a place either in the march or in the battle, reduces 
die amount to about one hundred and forty thousand combatants, of 
which nearly one-third was cavalry. The difficulty is nearly as great in 
attempting to ascertain the precise number of the warriors who fought 
in the army of the confederated Greeks. In the absence of all docu- 
ments on which to found an accurate calculation, it has been conjectured 
with much probability that the forces which Alexander led to the Syrian 
gate were at least as numerous as those with which he crossed the 
Hellespont. Taking this computation at the highest, there was still 
in immense disparity between the contending hosts, for from the con- 
curring testimony of the best authors it seems clearly established that 
the Macedonians, with their allies, did not exceed forty thousand men. 

Arrayed as we have described, both armies for some time kept 
their ground, unwilling apparently by any rash movement to put to 
unnecessary hazard the fortune of that important day. Alexander, it 
a manifest, bad expected that the Persians would begin the action on 
their left, and with this view had drawn to his right the most efficient of 
hia cavalry ; and it was not till be found that they were resolved to 
direct the principal weight of their charge against the wing under 
Parmenio, that he despatched his Thessalian horse and a chosen body 
of foot to sustain the attack meditated in that quarter, whilst he him- 
wf, at the bead of his light-armed troops, advanced to drive the 
weaiy from the heights which they had occupied on their left. 
downed with success in this bold manoeuvre, be seized the moment Maw 
rf confusion which ensued to march the phalanx of allied Greeks across « 
the stream, and instantly fell upon the Persian line with such deter- piin«m 
noned valour, that the Cardacs who composed it soon turned their 
becks and left the field. The Macedonian phalanx which was placed 
>n opposition to the Persian Greeks, the best troops which served 
under Darius, seems to have waited this event as the prescribed signal 
for advancing to the attack ; and accordingly moving forward these 
[a. G.] o 
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renowned soldiers of Alexander dashed into the current, to decide the b. c. 333. 
late of two powerful sovereigns and to change the empire of the East 
The conflict here was singularly obstinate and bloody. The mercenary 
Greeks, brained under the experienced Memnon, and commanded by 
approved officers, highly accomplished in the art of war, were 
formidable adversaries even to the phalangites of Macedonia. These 
men, says Arrian, solicitous, though in a foreign service, to show them- 
selves worth; of the ancient fame of their nation, as the Macedonians 
were to maintain their new renown, occasioned to the latter a dearly- 
bought victory. One general and a hundred and twenty-five officers of 
inferior rank were killed. But Alexander's first bold measure proved 
the key to success. On the flight of the enemy's left, the Greeks of the 
confederacy occupied their ground, and thus placed a powerful division 
of troops on the flank of the Persian Greeks, now actively engaged 
with the Macedonian phalanx in front. This celebrated body, sorely 
pressed and suffering severely in the contest, was now relieved by the 
seasonable approach of their victorious allies, whilst the brave Greeks 
on the Persian side, unable to resist the combined assaults of two such 
masses of disciplined combatants, were nearly all put to the sword. 

Meanwhile Darius was performing every tiling that courage could FUnbtof 
dictate to the commander of a mighty army, fighting for the mastery ™' 
of the Asiatic continent, as well as for the safety of his wives and 
daughters who were present in his camp. Mounted in hie chariot 
with four horses abreast he appeared conspicuously in the centre of 
his line, and mixed in the tumult and carnage which the onset of the 
heavy-armed foot had already carried into that part of his host Being 
recognised by the Macedonians, he was so closely attacked and so 
vigorously pressed upon by the victorious phalanx that hts horses were 
wounded and rendered quite unmanageable, whilst the heaps of dead 
bodies and arms so impeded and alarmed them, that the king would 
in all probability have been carried into the enemy's ranks but for the 
gallant exertion of his brother Oxathres, who at tbe head of a body of 
horse charged the confederates with so much impetuosity as to gain 
time for the servants of the household to bring up another chariot, into 
which the monarch immediately removed. The fortune of the field, 
however, being now determined in favour of the Macedonians on the 
right and centre of their army, the individual exertions of Darius 
would have been of no avail even had he possessed all the skill and 
bravery which some authors are willing to ascribe to him ; for the 
Persians, destitute of that degree of discipline which enables soldiers 
to repair their broken ranks whilst there remains any hope of victory, 
and to retreat in good order when that hope can no longer be enter- 
tained, no sooner saw their ruler turn his back upon the enemy, than 
they precipitated themselves from the field in a general rout, regard- 
leas of everything except their personal safety. Tbe cavalry on their v.ioomiibs 
right wing, indeed, attempted to redeem the character of Persian 5jjj 
horsemen ; having, according to Arrian, maintained a severe conflict 
o2 
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. with the Thessalians under Parmenio long alter the main body of the 
Macedonians had crossed the river and repulsed the heavy-armed foot, 
in which Darius seems to have placed his chief confidence ; nor was it 
until they perceived that a total discomfiture had been inflicted on the 
left and centre of their army, and that their sovereign himself was no 
longer on the field, that these brave troops relinquished a contest 
where even the most complete success would have been of no avail. 

Owing to the nature of die ground over which they had to pass, the 
Persians suffered severely in their flight, both from the close pursuit 
of the enemy and from the confusion and panic which prevailed in 
their own ranks. It would appear that Darius had left the field some 
considerable time before Alexander was made aware of his departure, 
or at least before he deemed it expedient to pursue him. At length, 
however, when victory was fully secured, the conqueror placed himself 
at the head of a body of cavalry with the view of overtaking the 
fugitive monarch, who appears to have retreated as far as the roads 
would permit in his chariot of state, and afterwards to have mounted 
a horse and hastened through the Amanic pass which led into Syria. 
The approach of night induced Alexander to desist from the pursuit, 
and carrying back with him the chariot of Darius, in which were 
found his shield, bow, and cloak, he returned to the Persian camp, 
now in the possession of the Macedonian soldiers, and proceeded to 
seek repose in the royal tent. 

The Dumber of the slain is so variously reported that it is impossi- 
ble to ascertain the exact amount, and it is somewhat remarkable at 
the same time that the Grecian writers, whilst they affect much accu- 
racy iu regard to the Persian k>sa where they had small means of 
arriving at the truth, abstain from all particulars relative to the killed 
and wounded of the Macedonians, concerning whose casualties they 
might easily have obtained information. Arrian relates that of the 
army of Darius no fewer than a hundred thousand fell, including ten 
thousand cavalry. Diodorns estimates the loss at a hundred and 
twenty thousand foot, and ten thousand horse; whilst Orosius, to 
ninety thousand slain, adds forty thousand prisoners. The statement 
of Justin differs considerably from that of all other historians, as he 
reduces the killed to sixty-one thousand foot and ten thousand horse ; 
agreeing, however, with Orosius in the number of captives. Of com- 
manders possessing the highest rank, Arrian mentions the names of 
five who lost their lives; three of whom, Arsomes, Rbeomithres, and 
Atizyes, had fought as chiefs of cavalry at the battle of the Grauicns. 

Considering the obstinacy with which the conflict was maintained 
on the side of the Persians, particularly by the horsemen in their right 
wing, the loss sustained by the confederate army could not fail to be 
severe. Arrian, however, satisfies himself with informing us that in 
the battle of thelssus the Macedonians had one general killed, Ptolemy 
the son of Seleucus, and others of no mean account, to the number of 
one hundred and twenty. This very vague statement is no means 
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improved by the narrative of Qaintus Curtius, who, with an appear- b. c 
ance of detail, which only aggravates the improbability of his account, 
assures us that the loss of the army under Alexander was confined to 
thirty-two infantry and a hundred and fifty horse. 

There are several anecdotes connected with this memorable fight, 
which though differently told by the authors who have related them, 
appear to have a solid foundation in fact. It is said, for example, 
that upon the return of Alexander from his pursuit of the Persian 
king, having in his possession, as we have already stated, the shield, 
bow, and cloak of that unfortunate prince, some one inconsiderately 
conveyed this intelligence to the wife, mother, and daughters of 
Darins, who were now prisoners in the camp, and who, concluding 
that he must have been killed, instantly raised a loud and very piteous 
lamentation. On learning the cause of their distress, Alexander hdd 
humanely sent Leonatus, one of his principal officers, to inform them Alw 
that Darius wag not dead, but that, on the contrary, as he had out- 
stripped his pursuers, there was every reason to believe that he bad 
reached a place of safety ; adding an assurance on the part of the Mace- 
donian commander that the princesses would be treated by him with 
the utmost delicacy, and in a manner becoming their royal rank, and 
that even towards the king himself he entertained no personal enmity 
farther than was implied in their contest for the dominion of Asia. 
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It is likewise reported that Alexander, on the following day, taking 
with him his favourite geiieral Hephsstion, repaired to the tent of the 
captive ladies to pay them a visit of condolence. On entering the 
apartment together, without any one to announce him, the mother of 
Darius, mistaking the attendant for the prince, threw herself, after the 
Persian fashion, at the feet of Uepheeation, who, it should seem, 



R. c. 333. appeared in her eyes the more dignified and gainly person. The 
general, drawing himself back, pointed to Alexander, who immediately 
relieved the embarrassment of the aged queen by telling her that she 
had committed no mistake, for that man to whom she had paid her 
respects was worthy to be esteemed his equal, Hephsestion, said he, 
is another Alexander. This passage, adds Arrian, I neither relate as 
truth, nor condemn as fiction : if it be true, the pity and indulgence 
shown by Alexander to the women, and the honour bestowed on his 
friend, deserve commendation ; whilst, if we suppose them feigned 
and only related as probabilities, it is still honourable to him to have 
had such speeches and actions recorded by the writers of his own 
times, not only as being generally believed, but as consonant with the 
character which he bore among his contemporaries. 
Anecdote by Arrian further informs us, that soon after the battle of Issus, a con- 
fidentia! eunuch in the service of the captive queen, found means to 
repair to her unfortunate husband, now returned to his capital. On 
his first appearance, Darius hastily asked whether his wife and children 
were alive ; and when the messenger assured him that they were not 
only well, but treated with all the respect due to royal personages, the 
fears of the unfortunate monarch took another direction. The queen 
is said to have been the most beautiful woman in Persia ; Darius's 
next question, therefore, was, whether his honour was still entire, or 
whether she had yielded to her own weakness, or the violence of others? 
The eunuch, protesting with solemn oaths that she was as pure as 
when she parted from her husband, and adding that Alexander was 
the best and roost honourable of men, Darius raised his hands towards 
heaven, and exclaimed, " O great God! who disposest of the affairs 
of kings among men, preserve to me the empire of the Persians and 
Medes as thou gavest it ; but if it be thy will that I am no longer to 
be king of Asia, let Alexander, in preference to all others, succeed to 
my power." So powerfully, observes the historian, does generous 
conduct gain the affections even of an enemy. 

The victory of Issus opened a passage for the confederates into the 
heart of Asia ; but before proceeding eastward, Alexander thought it 
expedient to subject to his dominion the Persian provinces of Syria 
and Phoenicia. With this view he despatched Pannenio, with a body 
of troops, to reduce Damascus, the principal city of the former district, 
in which, too, Darius had placed his treasury, and whither many of 
the fugitives, from the late battle, had fled for refuge. In this under- 
taking the success of the Macedonian general was rewarded, not only 
with the capture of the military chest, destined to maintain the 
enemy's army and to secure the fidelity of their Grecian allies, but also 
with the seizure of several prisoners of importance, who had been com- 
Coiiiteni missioned to attend Darius by the party opposed to Alexander at 
«i*!S!S* Sparta, Athens, and Thebes. Indeed, one of the greatest advantages 
Sefcuo? iiw rean ' t '' 1 S fr 0111 ■* recent splendid victory over the Persians was mam ■ 
hniuu. fested in the complete disappointment of the republican faction in the 
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three cities now named, where a correspondence was constantly main- b. o, 3 
taiiied with the satraps of Dating, in order to distract the operations of 
Alexander, and even to invade his hereditary states. We have already 
remarked that a Persian Beet, under the command of Phamabams and 
Antophradates, was sent round to the JDgtean, with the intention of 
siding the Lacedaemonian king, Agis, in a descent upon Macedonia, 
whilst the immense armament, led by Darius himself, was advancing 
across the desert to repel the conqueror from the confines of Syria. 
Bat the issue of the conflict between the grand armies thwarted all the 
arrangements entered into at Sparta. The Persian fleet almost imme- 
diately left the shores of Peloponnesus, and directed its coarse to the 
southern coast of Asia Minor ; relieving thereby the apprehensions of 
the king of Macedon in regard to the safety of his native territory, and 
securing to him the most perfect liberty to pursue his conquests in the 
Syrian provinces, and ultimately in Egypt. 

Whilst, therefore, Parmenio advanced upon Damascus, Alexander 
led the rest of his army towards the coast of Phoenicia. The main 
object of the conqueror in following this route, was to reduce the city 
of Tyre, — a place of great importance as a maritime station, and 
whence, as he was well aware, the Persian navies derived their best 
recruits and most abundant supplies. Before, however, he engaged in 
the famous siege, by which he found it necessary to subdue the power 
of this mistress of the seas, a depuration from Darius overtook him at 
Marathus, charged with offers of friendship and alliance, and with a 
request, as from a king to a king, that his wife and daughters might 
be released. The answer of Alexander, it is well known, was ex- 
tremely haughty and threatening. He accused the Persian monarch 
of intriguing with the Greeks, and even of having countenanced the 
conspiracy for assassinating his father Philip. He recounted all the 
injuries which the Macedonians had sustained, or had cause to fear, at 
the hands of the Persian faction in the republican states, and con- 
cluded by announcing to Darius his pretensions to the sovereignty of 
all Asia, and his readiness to treat with him as a vassal prince. Aa 
lord paramount of the east, the young hero invited the vanquished king 
of the Medes and Persians to come personally to him and prefer bis 
requests. "If you have any apprehension for your safety, send a con- 
fidential person to receive my plighted faith. When with me, ask for 
your wife and children, and whatever else yon may desire, and you 
shall have all : ask freely ; nothing shall be refused. But whenever, 
hereafter, you would communicate with me, I must be addressed as 
king; of Asia, lord of all you possess, and of all you can desire ; other- 
wise I shall consider myself unduti fully beared. If you propose yet to 
dispute with me the sovereignty of Asia, be it so ; prepare for my ap- 
proach; I shall seek you wherever you may happen toftx your quarters." 

Proceeding southward to Tyre, Alexander was met by the son of 
the governor, accompanied by some of the principal townsmen, offering 
him allegiance, but refusing, on any account, to allow him to enter 
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}.332. within thai walls. Awsreoftheirdispositiou, and sensible, at thesame 
time, that it wonld not be prudent to advance into Egypt, leaving so 
powerful an enemy behind him, he demanded from the Tynans an 
unequivocal avowal of their alliance, and threatened, in the event of 
their refusal, to compel them by force of arms to open their gates. 
They refused to comply with these conditions, and defied his power- 
9 ukn We cannot enter into the details of the memorable siege which 
u followed. The insular situation of the town, at the distance of half a 
mile from the shore, gave the Tyrians many opportunities of defence, 
and numerous advantages in repelling the invader, which, directed by 
an unusual degree of skill and courage, had nearly baffled all the efforts 
of Alexander. A mole, stretching from the mainland to the island, 
facilitated the operations of the conqueror ; but it was not till be had 
obtained a fleet, and trained his men to fight on shipboard, that he 
found himself a match for the expert sailors of Tyre, who destroyed 
his works as fast as he erected them, and burnt his towers and machines 
before they could be brought to act against their ramparts. At length, 
after a siege of seven months, the Macedonians took the city by storm, 
putting eight thousand of the inhabitants to the sword, and reducing 
to slavery not fewer than thirty thousand, who had survived the 
horrors of the siege and the carnage of the last assault. 
. 332. It was while Alexander lay before Tyre, that a second deputation 
reached him from Darius, bringing the offer of ten thousand talents, 
about two millions sterling, for the ransom of his family, and proposing 
a treaty of peace and alliance. To further this last object, the Persian 
offered the additional inducement, of his daughter in marriage, and all the 
country between the Euphrates and Mediterranean sea in lieu of dowry. 
The proposal was, as usual, submitted to his council ; and it was on 
this occasion, according to the concurrent testimony of historians, that 
the Macedonian prince pronounced, in reply to one of his generals, the 
pithy expression which has been so often repeated, and so inconsider- 
ately admired. " If I were Alexander," said Parmenio, " I would 
accept the terms.'' — "Audi," rejoined Alexander, "were I Parmenio." 
The answer returned to Darius was so harsh, so destitute of feeling, 
and withal so unlike the romantic generosity of Alexander's character, 
that we readily participate in the doubts entertained as to the 
genuineness of the expression in which it is conveyed. He replied to 
the ambassadors, says Arrian, " that he did not want Daring's money, 
and that he would not accept of a part of his empire when he had a 
right to the whole ; and as to his daughter he would marry her, if he 
pleased, without her father's consent; but that if he had swish to put 
his humanity to the proof, he might come and see him in person.'' 
ukoi Gaza was now the only town in Syria which intervened between 
** the Macedonian and his views upon Egypt. It occupied a strong 
position in the midst of deep sand, which rendered approach to it on 
all aides extremely difficult ; but as Alexander was resolved to leave 
behind him no fortress of any consequence in the hands of the enemy, 
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be instantly adopted measures for its reduction. The garrison, accord- b. c. 332. 
ing to the statement of Arrian, consisted of Arabians, hired for the 
purpose by Batis, the governor, who likewise had laid up an immense 
stock of provisions to enable him to hold oat during the long siege 
which the obstinacy of the Macedonians in their investment of Tyre 
had prepared him to expect. But no precautions were found sufficient 
against the resolute bravery of Alexander. The place was taken by 
storm after a gallant defence on the part of the citizens, who, when 
they saw the enemy within their walls, collected together in a body 
and fought till every man lost his life on the spot on which he stood. 
The women and children were, as usual, sold for slaves to reward the 
toils of the conquerors, and the town itself was bestowed upon the 
partizana of Macedonia, who forthwith founded a colony amidst the 
ruins of its buildings. 

The fall of Gaza was rendered memorable by a wound which 
Alexander received whilst conducting an assault against the ramparts, 
and which has been recorded by historians with all the accompani- 
ments of credulity and superstition usual on such occasions. Plutarch, 
whose love of the marvellous had no bounds, relates a variety of par- 
ticulars concerning it, fall of augury and omens, but the only thing 
which admits of no doubt is the fact that the captain-general of 
Greece was severely wounded in leading up his men to the enemy's 
walls, at a period of the siege so extremely critical that personal ex- 
ample and encouragement had become absolutely necessary. 

Syria, including JucUea, Samaria, and Phoenicia, being now added Reduction or 
to the conquests of Alexander, he lost no time in directing his march JjSrtSSf 
towards the richer and more important provinces of Egypt Arriving fbamicim. 
before Peluaium, the key of that country, he summoned it to sur- 
render, upon which the Persian deputy, unable to resist the power 
of the conqueror of Tyre and Gaza, and finding the Egyptians heartily 
disposed for a change of masters, immediately delivered that strong- 
hold into his hands, together with the whole of the territory which at 
that period acknowledged the dominion of the great king. Thus in 
the course of a few days did the Macedonian chief obtain possession 
of that wealthy and powerful nation which had so long defied the 
force of the Persian empire, thereby excluding the navies of the 
Asiatic monarch from all the shores of the Jigasn and Mediterranean 
seas, and also securing to himself the command of the vast trade and 
other resources of which the Arabian Golf had already become the 
principal channel. It was perhaps at this period that for the first time 
his mind opened to the numerous advantages which would redound to 
his extensive dominions from the establishment, in Egypt, of a regular 
emporium for the commerce of the east. It is certain, at all events, 
that from this epoch he turned his attention to those magnificent plans 
for laying the foundation of a permanent intercourse between India 
and the states of the west, which reflect so much honour on his dis- 
ceniment and patriotism. 
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Determined to employ the first moments of peace in surveying the 
vast country which he had so easily acquired, he proceeded up the 
Nile as far as Heliopolis, and crossing the river at that point, returned 
by the way of Memphis; where, we are told, he had immediate re- 
course to all his arts of popularity, with the view of gaining the affec- 
tions of hia new subjects. Having next examined the several months 
of the Egyptian river, and considered the comparative advantages of 
Pelusium and Canopus, he rejected both as unsuitable for the great 
object which he had in view. At length, passing to the western side 
of the branch on which the 
latter city stood, be made 
choice of a site between the 
river and lake Mareotis ; and 
there he resolved to build a 
town, which in point of mag- 
nificence and commodious- 
ness, should eclipse all similar 
works on either shore of the 
Mediterranean. To Dino- 
crates he committed the de- 
sign and execution of his new 
„ .^ city; which, as if he had 

wished to attach his reputa- 
tion to the labours of peaoe and improvement, rather than to those of 
war and desolation, he named after himself Alexandria. 

The resolution of this wonderful man to visit the temple of Jupiter 
Ammon, has never been clearly explained, nor traced to motives such 
as usually influenced his sagacious mind. Anion merely informs us 
that Alexander, about this time, was smitten with a desire of visiting 
that famous temple, and of consulting the oracle ; because Perseus and 
Hercules had formerly consulted the god, and because he counted 
these personages among his ancestors. As was to be expected, a 
number of supernatural occurrences distinguished this expedition. 
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Bain fell miraculously from heaven to quench the thirst of the ex- B- c. 331. 
basted Macedonians whilst travelling through the desert; aad when 
they had lost their way amidst the trackless sand, a couple of dragons, 
or large serpents, appeared in order to conduct them to the sacred 
territory of Amnion. It was worthy of remark, that whilst Ptolemy 
describes these guides as belonging to the species of animals we have 
jest named, his brother officer, Aristobulus, who was also of the party, 
informs his readers that they owed this seasonable interposition to a 
pair of ravens. Rooke, in his notes attached to Arrian's history, 
indulges in much absurd merriment, in regard to these divine heralds, 
whilst he seems altogether incapable of penetrating the mystery which 
is occasioned by the use of this figurative language. The learned 
Bryant, on the contrary, proceeding on the fact that both the serpent 
and the raven were symbolical of sacred things among the Egyptians, 
conceives that such names might be given to different orders of priests, 
who, in their torn, might act as guides to the devotees whose zeal led 
them to cross the Libyan desert. A more natural explication of the 
passage has been suggested by an annotator on Strabo, who reminds 
us, that in a wilderness destitute of water, the flights of birds is com- 
monly held as a sore indication of the existence of woods and foun- 
tains in the neighbourhood towards which it is directed. 

Arrived at the land of Amnion, which is described as a green and Am™ « 
pleasant spot it) the arid waste, the Macedonian prince was received Sl, ™' lt ' 
with the respect becoming his high rank, and with that reverence to 
which his great piety had entitled him. The answer of the oracle, of 
which we are told nothing more than that it was satisfactory, seems 
not to have come down to the time of Arrian ; and there is, moreover, 
much reason to believe that the response to be delivered from the holy 
shrine, was the least important object which Alexander had in view, 
when he undertook a march of more than three hundred miles over 
the moving sands of an African wilderness. It is not to be imagined 
that such a man as be could allow his mind to fall a prey to the 
absurd vanity of obtaining from the oracle, an assurance that his 
parentage was divine; or that there could be any ground for the 
puerilities narrated by Plutarch and Quintus Curtius as having been 
played off by the juggling priests to gratify their illustrious visitor. 
No character of antiquity could employ more successfully than the son 
of Philip those passions and weaknesses of the human race which 
have their origin in superstitions fears and anticipations ; but, on no 
occasion, does he appear to have yielded to them so far himself, as 
to become the dupe, either of prophets or of the interpreters of pro- 
phecies. 

Upon his return to Memphis, the king of Macedon arranged the 
■Sain of his extensive government, and appointed presidents of his 
newly-acquired provinces ; keeping in view his great object, the con- 
quest of Persia, which was about to engage all the powers of his 
active mind, as well as all the resources of the confederated states. 
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In the spring of the year he proceeded to Tyre, where the naval and 
military forces which he had raised in Macedonia, or which were 
intrusted to his command by the Grecian republics, had been ordered 
to assemble. Having transacted business here with certain commis- 
sioners from Athens and other allied cities, he put his army in motion, 
in order to commence his third Astatic campaign, and to complete the 
subjugation of the Persian monarchy. 
B.C. 331. In the beginning of June, in the year noted in the margin, the 
cram the Macedonian hero reached the Euphrates, having performed his march 
Etiphuu*. thither without any opposition. At Thapsacus, where he intended to 
cross that celebrated barrier of the Persian territory, he found the 
bridges broken down, and about four thousand horsemen manoeuvring 
on the opposite bank ; stationed there, however, rather to observe his 
motions, than to dispute his passage, for they immediately retired 
upon ascertaining his purpose to transport his troops to the eastern 
side. Meeting no hostile force, Alexander advanced along the 
northern border of Mesopotamia: in the course of which march, he 
learned from certain prisoners taken by his mounted skirmishers, that 
Darius had already occupied a strong position on the farther bank of 
the Tigris, where he seemed disposed to await the approach of his 
adversary. It had been the intention of the confederates, as suggested 
by Alexander, to proceed at once to Babylon, to strike a decisive 
blow at the very heart of the empire ; but no sooner were they in- 
formed of the situation and apparent views of the Persian king, than 
they yielded to the advice of their able commander, and immediately 
directed their march towards the Tigris, in order to bring on a battle. 
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Pursuing the line of this river, the fourth day brought the Mace- 
donians in sight of the enemy ; who appeared to be retreating still 
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arther into the southern provinces, either with a view of falling B.C. 331. 
tack upon his resources, or of exhausting the army of Alexander by 
fcoguing marches. Darius, however, was so closely pressed, that he 
coald not any longer follow this judicious system. It was now 
necessary for him to hazard a battle ; and he therefore proceeded to 
mike preparations for it, with considerable skill and foresight, and 
with a doe reference to the nature of the ground where be was posted, 
sod the character of the troops under his command. Leaving his 
heavy baggage and military chest in the fortified town of Arbela, he 
made choice of a field about six miles off, on the banks of the 
Bumados, a stream which falls into the Tigris, where the open plain 
appeared suitable for the action of his numerous cavalry, and particu- 
larly of bis armed chariots, 

la estimating the number of troops engaged in this memorable 
conflict, we are, as nsual, puzzled with the various and inconsistent 
statements of the several Grecian historians. Arrian, indeed, favours Foiwofiht 
v with a very minute muster-roll of the different nations which fought *■*"'"■ w 
under the standard of the great king, as well as with the names of the byTrritii. 
respective commanders who conducted them to the war; but he is, 
at the same time, so extremely negligent in regard to the actual 
numbers which every tribe brought into the field, that we have no 
means of satisfying ourselves as to the accuracy of the total amount of 
the Persian force, with which Alexander had to tope at Gaugamela. 
litis historian relates that the infantry under Darius, was not short 
of a million ; whilst the cavalry, according to his estimate, amounted 
to forty thousand, the armed chariots to two hundred, and the 
elephants to about fifteen ; a computation which is evidently as much 
exaggerated, as the Macedonian army engaged In this battle is dimi- 
nished — the numbers of the latter being reduced as low as forty thou 
amd foot, and seven thousand horse. 

The invader having granted to his soldiers a rest of four days, began 
» fortify his camp and make preparations for an attack on the enemy's 
lines. At the second watch of the fifth night, accordingly he drew 
Dot his forces, with the intention, as it should seem, of leading them 
against the Persians by break of day ; but having advanced about half 
the distance which intervened between the two camps, and reaching 
the summit of some small hills which had concealed each host from 
the other, Alexander perceived so many tokens of defensive prepara- 
tion on the part of his adversary, that he thought it expedient to halt 
and summon a council of war. The majority of the commanders were 
for an immediate attack : Pannenio, however, opposed himself to that 
nth opinion, and advised the king to examine well the nature of the 
ground on which they were about to risk their safety and reputation, 
and by all means to postpone the attack till night. The advice of 
this faithful veteran coincided, in this instance, with the judgment of 
bis royal master ; who, repressing his usual ardour and impatience, 
spent tine day in viewing the several bearings of the field, and in 
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i). C, 331. securing himself against the use of Stratagem or any other undue ad- 
vantage on the side of the Persians. Both armies appear to hare 
remained at their posts, ready for battle, till the next morning ; whin 
each, desirous to bring to a decision the momentous interests which 
were suspended on the fortune of the day, advanced slowly to meet 
the other. 
Bkukif The action commenced with the cavalry and chariots, and soon 

uTdfllJjti't of became general throughout both lines, and sanguinary in the extreme. 
Datiiu. Arrian admits that the battle was for some time doubtful. The 
b. o.331. Scythian horse, well armed and remarkably brave, pressed bard on 
the Greeks, and even compelled them to give ground; but discipline 
and skill at length prevailed over numbers and courage. The Mace- 
donian phalanx advancing to the charge, overthrew the Persian foot, 
and created so much confusion in their ranks, that Darius was carried 
off the Held among the fugitives, and, according to Arrian, set an early 
example of flight and despondency. 

The fortune of the day, however, was not yet quite determined, and 
the eagerness of Alexander to secure the person of their unhappy 
monarch, had nearly thrown the victory into the hands of the Persians. 
Having weakened his left wing in order to make a more efficient 
attack with his right, he instantly commenced pursuit at the head of 
his victorious cavalry; leaving the former wing exposed to a furious 
charge from a large body of the enemy's horse under Martens. This 
officer, who seems to have been one of the most active in the Persian 
service, broke through a double line of phalangites, commanded by 
Parmenio, and proceeded forthwith to take possession of the Mace- 
donian camp, which, during the battle, was protected by a very small 
guard. Overcoming the resistance of this inadequate force, the troops 
of Mazteus betook themselves to plunder ; and having set at liberty 
such prisoners as they found in the hands of the enemy, they encou- 
raged them to take a share in the booty and msssacre, to which they 
most inconsiderately confined their attention, even at a time when the 
main body of their army was involved in a total rout, and their king 
driven from the field. 

Messengers were despatched after Alexander to inform him of the 
precarious circumstances in which Parmenio now found himself. 
i™ Returning, therefore, with the utmost speed, he chsrged a body of 

tiie'cmiry. Persian cavalry, which were still hanging on the left wing, and which 
had prevented the Macedonian general from sending relief to the 
camp. A conflict, singularly fierce and destructive, immediatelv 
ensued. Sixty of that famous corps called " The Companions " were 
killed, whilst fighting around the person of their prince ; and He- 
phcestion, Ccenus, and Menidas, generals of high rank in his armv, 
were severely wounded. The tactics and valour of the Grecian 
cavalry, however, restored once more the balance of fortune: the 
Persians betook themselves to flight; upon which Alexander gave 
orders to Parmenio to take possession of their camp, whilst he, at the 
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bead of his indefatigable horsemen, instantly resumed the pursuit of b. c. 3:il. 
the fugitive king. 

After the delay occasioned by his return to the relief of bis left 
wing, it was not to be expected that the most rapid movement, 
practicable for troops at the close of an obstinate fight, could bring 
Alexander within reach of Darius, Arriving, accordingly, upon the 
approach of night, at the river Lycus, which the Persian had already 
crossed in safety, the victor issued orders to his men to relinquish the 
pursuit, and refresh themselves. He himself, however, seemed to 
require no repose. At midnight he set oat for Arbela, and arrived 
so unexpectedly, that he obtained possession of the town without any 
opposition ; finding in it the rich treasures which had been deposited 
there for the use of the army, together with a chariot, bow, and shield 
of the Persian monarch, the second set of spoils of the same descrip- 
tion which had fallen into his hands. 

The numbers of the slain in the contending armies, as recorded by 
Arrian, are marked with so much improbability, that it is only sur- 
prising they should ever have been received by creditable writers. 
" The Persians," says he, " lost three hundred thousand men in killed, 
and a still greater number in prisoners." The loss of the Greeks, ac- 
cording to the same authority, did not exceed a hundred men ; a 
statement, not only grossly improbable in itself, when considered 
with a reference to the fierceness of the combat, but even quite in- 
consistent with the details of the battle, as narrated by Arrian him- 
self. 

Darius having collected some of the scattered remains of his army, Sumndn or 
turned his face towards the north, and prepared to make, in the pro- B>b > l<ID ' 
vincea of Media, a last effort for the preservation of the empire. 
Meanwhile, Alexander directed his march to Babylon, with the view 
of rendering himself master of the fruitful provinces of the south ; and 
arriving there at the head of his victorious forces, was met by the 
whole population of that great city, who came forth unarmed ; the 
nobles and priests leading a solemn procession, bearing presents in 
their bands to the conqueror of the east, and prepared to inform him 
that the town, the citadel, and the treasury, were already placed at 
his disposal. These fruits of his victory were much more ample than 
he had expected; and he knew well how to profit by them. He 
gratified his soldiers with sums of money; received the vanquished 
into his favour ; appointed some of them to offices of trust ; soothed 
the people with demonstrations of his respect for their religious rites ; 
and even assisted at a festival held by his orders in the temple of 
Betas, the chief of their gods. 

During his stay in the capital of Assyria, information was conveyed 
to him, that the Armenians also were eager to acknowledge his 
sovereignty ; and he was soon after favoured with the intelligence, 
that tine inhabitants of Susa, the principal seat of the Persian govern- 
ment, were likewise willing to change their dynasty of rulers. Ac- 
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b.c.. 331. cordirjgly, proceeding thither with his army, he was met by theson 
of the satrap, accompanied by a messenger, who was authorised to 
assure him that the city would be surrendered immediately on his 
arrival, and the treasury, containing about ten millions sterling, would 
be given up into his hands. On the twentieth day, Bays Arrian, 
after his departure from Babylon, he arrived at Susa, and entering the 
town, took possession of all the money, amounting to fifty thousand 
talents, besides the royal furniture. Many other things, he adds, 
were found there, which Xerxes had formerly carried out of Greece, 
and particularly the brazen statues of Harmodius and Aristogiton, 
those celebrated tyrannicides, so deeply venerated by the Athenians as 
the avengers of liberty. These works of art were ordered by Alex- 
ander to be sent to the people of Athena, as a testimony at once of 
his respect for their character, and of his own conquests over their 
ancient enemies. 
Bdafom- Diodoma and Curtius agree in the statement that Alexander, when 
JJ^I^ at Susa, placed the wife and family of Darius in the palace-royal, and 
committed the civil government of the town to a native Persian. 
Whilst here, too, a powerful reinforcement arrived from Macedonia, 
accompanied by fifty youths of the first families in that country, sent 
by their parents, and recommended by Antipater to be admitted into 
the kings guard. Finding his army thus strengthened, Alexander 
made arrangements for pursuing his conquests in Persia Proper, 
the birthplace of the famous Cyrus, and the stronghold of the vast 
empire which that conqueror established in Asia. A range of moun- 
tains divided the territory of Susiana from that of Persia, inhabited by 
hardy and determined barbarians, who thought themselves able to 
check the progress even of the Macedonian commander, when shut in 
among the narrow and difficult passes of their ragged country. But 
they knew not the enemy with whom they had now to contend. The 
light troops of the invader, deceiving their vigilance, or anticipating 
their movements, secured the straits, before the rude mountaineers had 
perceived their advance ; and thus, instead of obtaining payment of 
toll, which they bad been accustomed to exact, even from the Persian 
kings, the Uxian villagers found themselves at the mercy of a foreign 



A severer conflict awaited Alexander at a pass in the Sogdian 
mountains, where the satrap Ariobarzanee awaited his approach with 
a body of troops, amounting, according to Arrian, to forty thousand 
foot and horse. The Persian had taken his ground so well, and de- 
fended it so resolutely, that the best soldiers of Macedon were unable 
to make any impression upon his lines ; and it was not until Alexander 
had found means to conduct a body of men through another pass, 
to fall upon his rear, whilst the main body attacked his forces 
in front, that the gate of Persia was secured for the combined army. 
The main object of the invader now, was, to get possession of the 
treasury in Persepolis, before the news of the satrap's defeat could 
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induce the Persian officers, commanding in that city, to remove or B.C. 331. 
destroy it ; and, accordingly, to prevent such a spoliation, (which he 
had reason to believe, was actually intended,) he advanced with extra- 
ordinary rapidity to the capital, and completely defeated the designs of 
h is enemies. 

The fatigues and anxieties of war were here followed, as usual, natiaam 
with mnch festivity and rejoicing; and the destruction of the magni- JftJjEj™* 
hcent palace of the ancient kings of Persia, unfortunately commemorates of p™i« »t 
the intemperance of Alexander during his stay in Persepoltg. The "^V"* 1 
celebrated Thais, an Athenian courtesan, wag admitted to the banquet 
at which the Macedonian prince entertained his commanders. Being 
heated with wine, and stimulated by the recollection of what she 
had heard concerning the demolition of Athene in former times, by 
the bands of the Persians, she proposed to avenge the cause of her 
native land, by reducing to ashes the royal dwelling of its haughty 
enemies. Some of the Grecian officers, we are told, willing to check 
in their captain-general the growing partiality, which they could not 
fail to observe, for Persian luxuries and manners, and afraid, perhaps, 
that he might be induced to establish his residence in the east, did not 
think it necessary to refuse their concurrence to the mad proposal of 
their countrywoman. The hero of the Graoicus, accordingly, per- 
ceiving that his friends expressed no decided aversion to the frolic, 
sallied forth with a torch in his hand, and set fire to the gorgeous palace 
of the great king, the conqueror of Assyria, and lord of the Medes 
and Persians, He was, however, immediately seized with repentance ; 
and exerting himself to stop the progress of the conflagration, he for- 
tunately succeeded in saving a part of the royal buildings, as well as 
in preventing the ravages of the Barnes from extending to the houses 
of the city. 

We have already mentioned that Darius, after his defeat at Arbela, OmMavr 
conducted the few troops which he was able, to collect into the JKJSum, 
country of the Medes ; and it appears from the concurrent testimony »* >*» 
of historians, that daring the four months the victor spent at Perse- Antijatar. 
polia, the vanquished monarch, in conjunction with the anti-Mace- 
donian party among the Greeks, found the means of exciting an active 
war against Alexander in his hereditary states. The LacedoiniODisjis 
at the head of this confederacy took the field, and offered battle to 
Antipater, the viceroy of Macedon ; who, descending into Pelopon- 
aeeas with such a force as he could raise, attacked the enemies of his 
master, and, after a sanguinary conflict, secured for him a complete 
victory, dispersing the combined army of Spartans, Arcadians, and 
Achaians, and leaving Agis, the king of Lacechemon, dead on the 
field. In consequence of this successful campaign, Alexander had 
the satisfaction to find that the governors of Sparta, no longer hostile to 
tbe allied republics, made haste to send into Asia their contingent of 
troops, to assist him in the complete subjugation of the Persian empire. 
Aa soon as the season would permit, Alexander commenced his 
[H. 0.] 
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B.C. 330. fourth campaign in the east, by marching into Media to attack Darius, 
who was said to have collected such a body of troops as to justify 
another appeal to arms, in defence of his northern dominions. The 
defeat of his partisans in Greece, however, and the rapid advance of 
his indefatigable adversary, produced a sudden change of determination 
on the part of the Persian, and he fled from Ecbatana, the capital, 
with an escort of about nine thousand men, carrying with him a mass 
of treasure valued at a million and a half sterling. 
^ w The extensive territory of the Medea having thus, without a blow, 

numnit of been added to the conquest of Alexander, he became more desirous 
"* than ever to obtain possession of the fugitive monarch's person. 
Making a selection, therefore, of his most active troops, he set out 
from Ecbatana in pursuit of Darius; and having during eleven days 
performed marches of incredible rapidity, he arrived at Khagse, near the 
celebrated pass, called the Caspian Gate, in the mountains ofCaucasns; 
where he learned that the unfortunate king, despairing of successful 
resistance, bad abandoned the strong hilly ground, and was now con- 
tinuing his right in the open plains of l'arthia. Whilst the conqueror 
remained at the town just named, in order to refresh his men and 
collect provisions, information was brought to him by two Persian 
chiefs, who could no longer accompany their sovereign in his rapid 
retreat, that Bessus, the satrap of Bactria, with another satrap, and 
tbe commander of the cavalry, had conspired against the unhappy 
Darius, whom they were then dragging along as their prisoner ; and 
whose life would, in all probability, be sacrificed to the accomplish- 
ment of their ambitious views, or personal safety. 
Aawimtioa Such intelligence could not fail to prove a fresh stimulus to Alex- 
ot Dmri'to. a nder. Marching, accordingly, throughout the night, be found himself 
next day, at noon, in a village which the satraps, with their royal 
charge, had left but the preceding evening; and, again pushing for- 
ward across a waterless desert, which presented a nearer road than the 
one taken by the fugitives, he had the pleasure to discover, with the 
first light of the morning, the enemy hastening before him in a dis- 
orderly retreat. As he continued to gain upon their steps, a few of 
the more resolute attempted resistance ; but finding that they could 
not possibly convey away their prisoner alive, and afraid, it should 
seem, that his name and influence might be turned against them, did 
he fall into the hands of Alexander, the barbarian satraps plunged 
their swords into tbe body of their ill-fated prince, and immediately 
rode off, leaving him mortally wounded. Before the pursuers could 
reach his chariot, Darius had expired ; and nothing now remained of 
tbe mighty sovereign of Asia but a bleeding corpse, presenting a silent 
appeal to tbe generosity of the youthful conqueror, about to be in- 
debted for the rites of sepulture to the very hand which had deprived 
him of all the power and splendour belonging to the greatest potentate 
of the east. Nor did Alexander refuse the claim that was thus made 
upon him. He ordered the lifeless body to be treated with honour and 
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respect; and sending it into Persia, gave command that it should be b.c. 330. 
deposited in the royal tomb, with all the pomp and ceremony formerly 
used at the burial of the kings of that country. 

The death of Darius may be regarded as the conclusion of the Coaciuioa 
eventful war which the confederated Greeks, under the Macedonian rflh " *"■ 
chief, waged with their ancient enemies, the rulers of Persia and 
Assyria. Bessus, indeed, that faithless and unfeeling satrap, who, 
upon the murder of his master, assumed the title of Artaxenes, had 
the presumption to aspire to the sovereignty of the empire ; and was, 
it is added, already busy in the attempt to gain over to his views the 
adherents of the late king, and particularly the Greeks who had served 
in his army. As, however, his ambition was not supported either 
by power or by talent, it only paved the way for his downfall ; and, 
placing him ultimately in the bands of Alexander, brought upon him 
that severe punishment by which he atoned for the assassination of 
his sovereign. 

Whilst engaged in reducing some of the northern provinces attached Kncmion or 
to the Median dominions, the attention of the king of Macedoo was rwp"i" 
attracted to symptoms of disloyalty among certain of his officers. The 
first who was brought to trial was Philotas, the son of Parmenio, 
■censed of having engaged in traitorous measures against him. The 
nature of the charge is nowhere clearly explained; but it appears to 
hare satisfied the military judges who were appointed to inquire into 
it, for the young general was condemned and executed. The death 
of Philotas was soon followed by that of his father, Parmenio, the 
confidential friend of Philip, and reputed the ablest commander in the 
Macedonian army. This brave soldier was at the head of a body of 
troops in Media when certain officers were despatched thither to 
supersede him in his military authority, and to place him before a 
tribunal. What the crimes or suspicions were which rendered ex- 
pedient so severe a measure against a favourite old general, we have 
no means even of forming a conjecture ; the narrative of the historian 
being confined to the simple fact that, in pursuance of a sentence, Par- 
menio suffered death. 

Determined to inflict punishment on the murderers of Darius, the j!™" ° f 
Grecian hero once more directed bis course eastward; and having 
obtained the submission of Bactria, Aria, and Aornos, he continued 
tus progress till, crossing the deep and rapid Oxus, he entered the pro- 
vince of Sogdiana, which was at that period under the command of 
the satrap Spitamenes, When on the eastern bulk of the river now 
named, Alexander received information that Bessus had taken refuge 
in a email fort, after being deserted, if not even actually betrayed, by 
Spitamenes, on whose invitation he had been induced to intrust his life 
to the fidelity of the Sogdians. This stronghold was summoned by 
Ptolemy, the son of ligus, who promised security to the town and 
garrison on the sole condition of their surrendering the assassin of 
Darius into the hands of the king of Macedon. The terms were 
p2 
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b.c. 330. accepted ; and Bessus, after being cruelly mutilated, according to the 
fashion of the oriental barbarians, whose practices Alexander now 
showed some inclination to adopt, was put to death, either in the capital 
of Media, or in that of the Bactrian satrapy, his former residence and 
seat of government, 
B. c. 329. The Bactrians and other inhabitants of the remote provinces which 
RniuoM uw extend between the Caspian sea and the river laxartes, continued, not- 
H"'rf» ns ' withstanding the death of Bessus and the nominal submission of 
Spitamenes, to occupy, during several months, the arms of Alexander. 
Naturally courageous, and smitten with the love of independence, these 
hardy barbarians yielded with much reluctance to the progress of 
Macedonian invasion. The fidelity of Spitamenes, too, was seduced 
by the prospect of kingly power ; and he invited the natives of Sog- 
diana, as well as the roaming Scythians, who fed their flocks on the 
banks of the laxartes, to join his standard, in order to repel the 
Greeks from their territory, and establish an independent sovereignty 
in the north. The rude warfare of barbarians, however, proved 
unequal to die experienced tactics of their invader. Spitamenes was 
defeated by the Macedonian general Coenus; and, flying into the 
desert, was put to death by his own people, who sent his head to the 
conqueror, as a token that they would no longer continue their 
resistance, or with the more immediate intention of securing their 
personal safety. 
B.C. 327. There now remained only two fortresses in Sogdiana, or in the 
c*pn» of adjoining province of Farcetacene, which opposed the arms, and bade 
f h Tu^" tri " defiance to the engineers of Macedonia. Into one of these Oxyartea, 
the Bactrian, removed his wife and children; and as the rock on 
which the Sogdian stronghold stood was very lofty, and so steep on 
all sides as to be almost inaccessible, the garrisons usually placed in it 
imagined they had nothing to fear, except the assanlt of famine. 
Having, however, on the present occasion, an abundant supply of pro- 
visions for a long siege, and deriving a copious supply of water from 
the snow which lay deep around their buildings, the Bactrians were 
so confident in their strength, that when summoned by Alexander to 
surrender, they contemptuously asked him whether his soldiers had 
wings. To this extraordinary man difficulties always proved a 
stimulus to exertion ; and being determined, in this instance, to 
exhibit an instructive lesson to the rude soldiers of the Scythian wilds, 
he called into action all the means which he possessed, whether of 
skill or hardihood, in his army, in order to reduce the vaunted castle 
of Oxyartea, He offered a reward of twelve talents to the individual 
who should first mount the top of the rock on which it was situated, 
awl smaller sums to those who should immediately follow him in the 
assault. The place was next day in the bands of Alexander ; who 
Muriife found among the captives the beautiful Roxana, a daughter of the 
wttb asuu. revolted chief, and who soon became wife to the renowned conqueror 
of Asia. 
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This union with the family of Oxyartes, though offensive to the pre- B.C. 327. 
judices of his Grecian subjects, was dictated not only by affection for 
the fair Bactrian, but also by political considerations, affecting the sta- 
bility of his empire in the east. There is reason to believe that a 
brge portion of his soldiers had been for some time recruited in the 
conquered states of the Persian dominions, and that his views were 
now directed to such alliances among his European and Asiatic sub- 
jects as might ultimately effect a complete consolidation of his power 
over the wide regions already traversed by hie victorious army. In 
the mean time the example of Oxyartes, who had submitted to Alex- 
ander, and the generous conduct of the latter to those whom he van- 
quished in war, induced Cherienes, the governor of the fort in the 
Panetaoean hills, to listen to terms of capitulation, and to accept, in 
like manner, the friendship of the conqueror. 

By such achievements, the great empire of Persia and of the 
Medes was at length transferred to the Macedonians. The arms of 
Alexander were already touching the boundaries of India, and were 
■boat to disturb the repose of those ancient kingdoms in eastern Asia, 
of which imagination, and an uncertain tradition, bad presented the 
most splendid pictures to the minds of Europeans. Mean time, we 
may be allowed to remark, that in the conduct of the eventful war 
which was now brought to a close, the transcendent abilities of this 
great commander were conspicuously displayed. His example taught Effect of 
the troops to despise hunger, cold, fatigue, and danger. Neither ^J." 31 '"'" 
rugged mountains, nor deep rapid rivers, nor wounds, nor sickness, simple, 
could interrupt his progress, nor abate his activity. His courage 
indeed often exposed him to difficulties from which he could only be 
extricated by such new efforts of bravery as, in any other general, 
would have passed for unwarrantable rashness. Amidst all the perils 
and hardships of a military life, too, he still respected the claims of 
humanity, and practised the virtues of forbearance and clemency. 
The conquered nations were all allowed to enjoy their ancient laws 
and privileges; the rigours of despotism were softened; arts and 
industry were encouraged ; and the proudest governors compelled by 
the authority and example of their chief to observe the rules of justice 
towards their meanest subjects. To civilise the fierce inhabitants of 
the hilly country be built a city, to which he gave his name, in tile 
range of Paropamisus ; and to habituate the roaming Scythians to the 
manners of cultivated society, he founded towns and planted colonies 
on the banks of the Oxus and the Iaxartes. Even his operations in 
the field, and his extensive campaigns, usually ascribed to restless 
activity or blind ambition, appeared to his discerning mind as not 
only essential to the security of the conquests which he had already 
made, but also as necessary preparations for those more remote and 
splendid expeditions which he still meditated. 

From this period, indeed, his views have been described as less 
patriotic, and as being actuated almost solely by personal ambition, 
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b. o. 329. and tie love of military glory. Hia resolution to invade India, too, 
has been regarded as a measure of very doubtful expediency ; bat even 
by those who are the most severe in their strictures on the policy of 
his eastern expedition, the wisdom, humanity, and skill which be 
showed in the war with Persia, have been most unequivocally 
applauded. 

Whilst in winter -quarters in Bactria, two occurrences took place 
which contributed not a little to disturb the enjoyments of Alexander, 
as well as to admonish him that the maxims and habits of Orientals 
would ultimately alienate the affections of his Macedonian subjects, 
and thereby undermine the foundations of his power. We allude to 
the murder of Clitus, and the conspiracy of his young guard. 
« urd«r or This celebrated commander, indignant at the flattery which was 
iTmu poured into the ears of his prince, during an entertainment in honour 
of Castor and Pollux, thought proper to reprove the sycophants, 
who abused the rising vanity of the conqueror. The interference 
was disagreeable to Alexander. He remonstrated with Clitus, who 
heated with wine, turned fiercely on the king himself, and ad- 
dressed him in very offensive terms. After a pause, the provocation 
was renewed ; when the monarch, no longer able to restrain his Any, 
snatched a weapon from one of the guards, and killed the general on 
the spot This unhappy event was, we are told, followed by deep 
remorse. Three days Alexander confined himself to his chamber, and 
would neither eat nor drink ; and it was not until the rash act was 
ascribed to the anger of Bacchus, that he allowed himself to receive 
comfort, and to desist from his merited self-upbraid ings. 
Jon.pti.tv The conspiracy among the band of pages, as they have been called, 
Jp^gei™ 1 ori g" nate d in an affront which one of them received from the king, 
i. c. 327. during a boar hunt, in the neighbourhood of Bactria. Hermolaus, a 
youth of the class now mentioned, struck the game before Alexander, 
who was at hand, and was, for this indiscretion, immediately chas- 
tised with rods and deprived of his home, in the presence of all hia 
companions. The wounded pride of the page dictated a terrible 
revenge. As the band to which he belonged had the duty of keep- 
ing watch during the night in the royal bed-chamber, Hermolaus 
induced four of the number to enter so completely into his vindictive 
purpose as to agree to murder the king in his sleep. The plot was, 
however, discovered by means of an old woman, who dissuaded her 
master from going to bed that night ; and the young conspirators being 
next day put to the rack, revealed all the particulars of their horrid 
plan, and declared that Callisthenes the philosopher, a turbulent and 
rude personage attached to the suite of Alexander, was their chief in- 
stigator. Punishment was immediately inflicted, according to the 
usage of the Macedonians j and the king, already tired of the inactivity 
incident to winter quarters, began his preparations for a march into 

The spring of the year being somewhat advanced, the conqueror of 
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Asia set his troops in motion ; and crossing the ridge of Paropamisus Aiewdarv 
with an army of more than a hundred thousand men, he descended "^™ 
into the plains which divide Persia from the rich territory that is b, C. Ail . 
watered by the Indus. Having reached the banks of the Cophenes, 
he divided his forces ; and, placing a detachment under Hephsestion 
and Perdiccas who were directed to advance to the river just named 
and make preparations for crossing it, he himself, with the main body, 
assumed the more laborious undertaking of subduing the barbarians 
who should happen to oppose his progress. 

After many severe conflicts with a variety of tribes, whose names 
are now altogether unknown, and the reduction of the strong fortress 
of Aornus, which was situated on a rock, nearly a mile and a half in 
height, Alexander led his army southward, into the country between the 
Cophenes and Indus, where stood of old, the celebrated town called 
Nysa, said to have been founded by Bacchus, in the fabulous ages of 
Grecian conquest. He immediately crossed the Indus, and received 
the submission of the several princes who dwelt on its eastern banks. 
Among these was Tax ilea, a ruler of considerable eminence, who, 
besides other presents, brought to the Macedonian seven thousand 
Indian horse ; offering, at the same time, the surrender of his capital, 
the moat wealthy and populous citv between the Indus and Hydaspes. 
Alexander, however, still actuated by the same generous motives 
which marked his conduct towards the vanquished chiefs of Persia, 
and desirous to have friends rather than enemies behind him, not only 
restored to Taxiles his dominions, but even added to their extent 

Preparing to pass the Hydaspes with the view of pursuing bis con- 1, „pp«d 
quests eastward, the king of Macedou was informed that Porus, a b r k™. 
powerful and warlike monarch, had advanced with a large army to 
the bank of the river, to dispute his passage. To expose his troops in 
the face of an enemy so numerous and determined, was a measure, 
which, viewed in connection with the ultimate objects now entertained 
by Alexander, and his increasing distance from his resources, he could 
not fail to regard as extremely hazardous. He therefore had recourse 
to stratagem. Feigning an attack on Porus, night after night, he at 
length so far deceived the vigilance of that commander, as to throw 
a part of his army across, before the break of day, a movement which 
brought on a general engagement, and obtained for the Macedonians a 
complete victory. The unfortunate Indian lost both his sons, all his 
captains, twenty thousand foot, and three thousand horse, and was 
himself carried a prisoner into the camp of the conqueror. Alexander, 
it is said, admired his stature and the majesty of his person ; but he 
admired still more his courage and magnanimity. Having asked in 
what be could oblige him ? Porus replied, " By acting like a king." 
That, said Alexander with a smile, I should do for my own sake, but 
what can I do for yours ? Porus replied, " Allmy wishes are contained 
in that one request" Struck with the firmness of the captive prince, 
Alexander declared him reinstated in his throne, and received him into 
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b.c." 327. the number of his allies and friends : and having soon after reduced a 
people, named the Glanaie, who had thirty-seven popular cities on his 
eastern frontier, he added this valuable province to the dominion of 
his new confederate. 



The conqueror, devoting some time here to the refreshment of his 
army, exhibited on the banks of the Hydaspes the gymnastic and 
equestrian games of his native country : and before leaving that river 
he signalised his victories by founding two cities, one of which he 
called Nictra, in reference to the battle with Poms, and the other 
Bucephalia, in honour of his favourite horse, which died there, wom 
out by age and fatigue. 

Intrusting to Crateras a division of his army, which was to be em- 
ployed in building and fortifying the new cities, Alexander continued 
his march eastward. He crossed the river Acesines, which is said to 
be fifteen furlongs broad ; and having subdued the feeble opposition of 
another prince called Porus — a word which seems to have imported 
a title rather than a mere name — he next passed the Hydraotes, a 
stream of the same breadth with the Acesines, but flowing with a more 
gentle current. Arrived on the eastern bank, he received intelligence 
that several independent tribes were prepared to oppose his progress. 
A battle ensued, in which the undisciplined courage of the barbarians 
was, as usual, overcome by the experience and more perfect arms of 
the invaders ; and the former being driven from the Geld took refuge 
in their city, Sangala, a place of considerable strength as well by nature 
as by very laborious fortifications. The Indians, unhappily, resolved 
to abide the hazard of a siege, and their town, after an obstinate 
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defence, was taken by assault. Seventeen thousand are said to have a c. 327. 
bilea on that occasion, and about seventy thousand to have been taken 
prisoners. The city itself was razed, and the confederates either 
submitted to Alexander, or attempted, by retiring to the banks of the 
Hyphisis, to find safety beyond the reach of his arms. 

The captain-general of Greece was now master of that valuable Retail of 
country which is at present called the Punjaub, watered by the five ^^" "* 
great rivers, whose united streams form the Indus. The Hyphasis, 
the moat eastern of the five, was not crossed by the victorious army ; 
for it was whilst this indefatigable chief was preparing for the passage 
of that current, that his European troops adopted the resolution of 
returning into Europe, and relinquishing all further conquest in the 
east. It was with no small reluctance that Alexander yielded to their 
determination. Misled by inaccurate ideas of Indian geography, he 
imagined that he was at no great distance from the extreme boundaries 
of the Asiatic continent ; and exhorting his soldiers to proceed, he 
assured them of a short passage homeward by sea, from the Indian 
ocean through the Persian Gulf. All his arguments and remon- 
strances, however, were in vain i and at length finding that even his 
veteran Macedonians would accompany him no farther, he made a 
pretence of consulting the gods, and announced to his army, that the 
will of heaven coincided with their wishes. Proceeding, then, to erect 
twelve altars on the banks of the Hyphasis, equal in height to the 
highest towers used in fortifications, he left: them as monuments of his 
victories, as well as to define the extent of his empire towards the east. 
He committed to Pores the command of seven nations, including, it is 
■aid, two thousand cities, and forthwith commenced preparations for 
sailing down the Hydaspes, to its junction with the Indus, and thence 
along that majestic stream to the ocean. 

Alexander divided his army into three parts : one of which he in- Nimw 
■rusted to Uephtestion, another to Crateres, commanding them to ™„i. 
proceed along the opposite bank of the river ; whilst himself, at the 
head of the third, embarked in vessels prepared by his Phoenician and 
Cypriot followers, to drop down the stream in company with the 
forces ashore. This navigation employed several months, being fre- 
quently retarded by hostilities with the natives on either shore, 
particularly with the Malli, a tribe of warlike and resolute barbarians. 
Having landed, in order to chastise these active assailants, the king 
laid siege to their capital ; and proceeding to storm it, he allowed 
himself to be betrayed by his courage into an exploit, which, in any 
other man, would have been accounted madness. The Mallians, chased 
from their ramparts, had taken refuge in the citadel ; upon which 
Alexander commanded the scaling ladders to be applied with all pos- 
sible expedition ; but the persons appointed to perform this service, 
not advancing with a rapidity equal to his impatience, he snatched a 
Udder, fastened it to the wall, and mounted in defiance of the enemy's 
weapons. The Macedonians alarmed for their king, followed in such 
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. numbers, that the Udder broke, just as he reached the top; and for 
some moments, Alexander remained alone on the wall, conspicuous by 
the brightness of his arms, and exposed to thick volleys of darts from 
the adjacent towers. Immediately he sprang into the place : and 
posting himself with his back to the wall, he slew the chief of the 
Haitians and three others who advanced to attack him. Meanwhile 
Abreus, Leonatus, and Peacestes leaped in, to assist his single arm, 
and, if possible to save his life. The first was instantly wounded and 
fell ; the two others, regardless of their own safety, defended the king, 
whose breast was already pierced with an arrow, until a larger body 
of his men succeeded in bursting into the citadel to effect his rescue. 
The Macedonians at length carried the stronghold, and procured 
,. without a moment's delay, such medical aid for their gallant leader, 
as placed his life beyond the reach of danger. 
b. c 326. Having arrived at the ocean, and provided necessaries for a long; 
march, the Macedonian hero determined to proceed towards the capital 
of Persia, through the barren wilderness of Gedrosia, His motives to 
this most arduous undertaking were not those of vainglory, or a wish 
to surpass in extraordinary exploits the feme of Cyrus and Semiramis. 
On the contrary, as he had determined that his fleet under Nearchus, 
should sail on a voyage of discovery, along the shores of the Indian 
Ocean and the Persian Gulf, it became necessary that a land force 
should proceed by the coast, to supply the ships with water, and to 
defend the crews when in search of provisions. The fleet and the 
army mutually assisted each other ; and, by the example of their heroic 
sovereign, both soldiers and sailors were taught to despise toil, danger, 
and the severest privations. On foot, and carrying his usual armour, 
Alexander traversed the parching sands of the Gedrosian desert, 
sharing the fatigue, hunger, and thirst of the meanest soldier; nor was 
it till after a inarch of two months, distinguished by unexampled hard- 
ships, that the army and their royal leader arrived at the cultivated 
province of Carmauia. 
w>«|eithe The king of Macedon had much to reform, and not a little to punish, 
ijm?m. when he returned to the Persian dominions. The governors of 
B. C 325. Babylon, Persepolis, and Susa, had abused their power during his 
absence, and oppressed the people ; and as all just complaints were 
listened to and redressed, such of the accused as did not save them- 
selves by flight, were visited with a speedy, and condign retribution. 
It was now, indeed, a leading object with Alexander to conciliate by 
all the means in his power, his numerous subjects in all parts of his 
empire; and with this view he encouraged marriages between the 
Greeks and Persians, and also adopted in his own person so much of 
the manners and habits of the latter people, as appeared necessary bo 
recommend them to his court, and even to his army. We have 
observed that he left in the palace royal at Susa, the family of Darius, 
who had fallen into his hands at the battle of Arbela. He now mar- 
ried the eldest daughter of that unfortunate sovereign, though his wife 
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, the daughter of Oxyartes, was still alive ; whilst he gave to b. c 325. 
iticm, his friend and favourite general, the youngest sister of 
v queen, as a consort, who, by her rank at least, was worthy of 
the fame and services of that noble soldier. Id like manner he pro- 
vided wives for about eighty of his distinguished commanders ; and it 
fell to the lot of Nearchus, the celebrated admiral, to receive as his 
spouse, the daughter of Mentor, that able Grecian officer who so 
faithfully served the Persian monarch ; and who, had he survived to 
aid the counsels of his brother Memnon, would in all probability have 
not only sustained the throne of the great king, but have even effected a 
change in the afiairs of the civilised world. All the weddings took place 
in one day, and were celebrated after the Persian fashion; a compliment 
which could not fail to be agreeable to the families of the ladies. In 
short, by imitating the manners and using the language of the van- doumic 
quished, Alexander gained rapidly in the affections of his eastern tfj*^{* 
subjects ; at the expense, however, it must be added, of forfeiting to 
some extent, the respect of the Greeks, who still continued to regard 
the barbarians with contempt, and to cherish a rooted dislike for their 
speech and domestic habits. 

Having arranged matters in Persia Proper, the conqueror proceeded B. c 325. 
to realize a plan which be had formed, for visiting the interior pro- 
vinces of his empire. Sailing down the river Eulseus, he ascended the 
Tigris with the purpose of ascertaining the capabilities of those streams, 
in a commercial point of view, and of introducing such improvements, 
as an actual survey by experienced officers might suggest to him, in the 
course of the voyage. Upon his arrival at Babylon, he found the 
Euphrates obstructed with dams and mounds, drawn across the cur- 
rent ; a precaution adopted by the kings of Persia, for defending their 
provinces from sudden incursions by water, as well as for confining the 
ambition of their Assyrian subjects to the trade and affluence afforded 
by the culture of their own fields. But Alexander having nothing to 
fear from hostile armaments, made haste to open his rivers for fleets of fmwm 
merchantmen. He repaired the harbours, constructed arsenals, and ^J^^.*, 
built at Babylon, a dock sufficiently large to contain a thousand ships. *ad 
By these and similar improvements, he expected to facilitate internal Sfiv^^" 
commerce among his central provinces, while by opening new channels 
of communication, he hoped to unite the wealthy countries of Egypt 
and the east, with the most remote parts of the known world. Nor 
was his attention altogether confined to the commercial and military 
resources of his empire. He promoted likewise the important interests 
of agriculture. Finding that the Euphrates no longer supplied to the 
husbandman the usual quantity of water for the purposes of irrigation, 
whilst an extensive tract of the alluvial soil along its banks was, by 
the periodical floods, converted into a useless and unwholesome marsh, 
he employed a great number of men in erecting such works, as might 
secure to the inhabitants all the advantages of that magnificent river, 
both as an instrument of commercial intercourse, and as a source of 
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3. 325. fertility, beauty, aad comfort to the extensive regions through which 

it flowed. 
iiny or Having, after his voyage down the Eukeus to the ocean, ascended 
'™P*' the river Tigris, as far as the city of Opis, he gave rest to his troops, 
and celebrated the usual festival of the Macedonian Olympiad. Here, 
too, he had to sustain the assault of a mutinous disposition in his army ; 
who, dissatisfied with his attention to his new subjects, and longing to 
revisit their native country, clamorously insisted on the relinquishment 
of his eastern conquests, or on obtaining a speedy discharge from the 
service. The speech, which A man reports as having been pronounced 
by Alexander on this occasion, is not less eloquent than affecting. Be 
brought back his soldiers to a sense of their duty, and even revived in 
their hearts that love with which they had so long regarded their 
youthful king, and that implicit reliance which they had so long reposed 
in the talents and courage of their unrivalled commander. He sent 
home to Greece ten thousand veterans, loaded with rewards and 
honour ; giving the charge of them during their march, to the sage and 
popular general Craterus, whom he at the same time nominated to 
succeed Antipater as viceroy, in Macedon, and his representative in 
the assemblies of the confederated Greeks. 
>th of From Opis the conqueror marched into Media, with the intention 

jT^fj?' of reducing to obedience a tribe of fierce, but very warlike moun- 
taineers, who occupied the high grounds between that country and 
Persia, without owning a regular subjection to either. In the coarse 
of this march, Alexander was gratified with the sight of an Amazonian 
body-guard, supplied to him by one of the Median satraps ; composed 
of a hundred women, mounted and equipped like troopers, but, instead 
of lances, carrying battle-axes. In the same expedition, too, he lost, 
by death, his dear friend and favourite officer, Heptuestion, who, at 
Ecbatana, sunk under the fatigues and privations of war, after an ill- 
ness of seven days. The grief of the king was inconsolable. He shut 
himself up three days, indulging in the most immoderate sorrow ; and 
it was not until he had buried the deceased commander in a style of 
extravagant magnificence, and found occupation tor his mind in the 
mountain warfare with the Cossees, that toe attendants of die affec- 
tionate monarch ceased to have serious apprehensions, in regard to the 
effects of the uneasiness which preyed upon his spirits. 
c.324. When in Media, Alexander formed a plan for ascertaining the extent 
and geographical relations of the Caspian Sea. At the period of which 
we are writing, that large sheet of water was understood to be con- 
nected with the Arctic Ocean, on the north, and to open into the Pacific 
in an easterly direction ; the boundaries of the great continent of Asia 
being then very imperfectly known, and, as it appears, erroneously con- 
sidered to be very much contracted towards the pole and the rising son. 
To remove all doubt, therefore, respecting the limits of the Caspian 
lake, the king of Macedon sent, under the command of Heraclides, a 
body of shipwrights into the forests of Hyrcania, with it 
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build vessels and provide equipments suitable for a voyage of die- B.C. 32-t. 
covety. 



Meanwhile, the conqueror of Asia made preparations for his entry m, en 
into Babylon, the chosen capital of his eastern dominions. The priests lnlofl 
of the temple of Belus, to whose hands he committed the manage- B " c * 
ment of a large revenue, when he visited that city, after the battle of 
Arbela, and who were, perhaps, not quite prepared for a minute 
scrutiny into their disbursements, arrayed against him all the terrors of 
Iheir superstition, and laboured, by the most frightful predictions, to 
jiwoadie him from approaching their walls. A deputation of these 
Chaldean soothsayers met him at the distance of thirty miles from the 
gales, and assured him, that he could not at present enjoy a propitious 
entrance into Babylon ; but Alexander was too well acquainted with 
the various arts of priestcraft to be diverted from his purpose by 
omens and oracles. He satisfied himself with replying to their ex- 
traordinary admonition in the words of Euripides: "He the best 
prophet is, who guesses best." 

Seated in the palace of the Assyrian kings, whence so many pro- 
clamations were issued to all people, nations, and languages of the 
earth, the victorious son of Philip, tar from indulging in the pleasures 
sod pageantry of eastern princes, directed all his thoughts to the im- 
provement of his vast dominions. He resumed his project for 
improving the river, and for relieving the rich soil which spread out 
on its banks, from the destructive incumbrance of stagnant waters. 
He even spent whole days in an open boat under a burning sun, 
superintending the numerous works which he had planned for the con- 
venience and beauty of his capital. Amidst all these operations, 
however, he still retained the purpose which he had formed, when on 
the shores of the Persian Gulf, of surveying the coasts of Arabia and 
of eastern Africa, and of ultimately carrying his conquering arms to 
the remotest parts of that continent ; and even, it is said, of adding to 
hia dominions, the western nations of Europe, including the British 
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:. 324. Isles. It is recorded by Arrian, that whilst at Babylon, embassies 
iv«i or presented themselves to congratulate the long and to court his favour, 
SSf from various parts of the African and European shores. He mentions 
envoys from Libya, and from Brutium, I.ucania, and Tuscany in Italy ; 
and alludes, also, to similar representatives from Carthage, from 
Ethiopia, from European Scythia, and even from the people who 
inhabited Gaul and Spain. 

As preparatory to this great southern expedition, Alexander an- 
nounced a magnificent sacrifice to the gods, and a feast to his army ; 
with his usual attention to the decencies of religious observance, and 
with that regard for popularity which no wise commander will ever 
neglect, the king bore a distinguished part in each ; but, whether his 
health was already impaired by the severe duties of his military life, 
and by the constant exposure of his person to the excessive heat and 
marshy effluvia which tainted the climate of Babylon, or whether he 
had indulged to excess in the enjoyments of the table during the 
hilarities of that momentous day, it admits not of doubt that he was 
next morning seized with a fever, which in a short time terminated 
his career of conquest and discovery. From a diary, called the Bayal 
Day Book, to which both Arrian and Plutarch appear to have had 
access, a very particular account of the symptoms and progress of the 
disease is given by both these writers ; and from the details there 
exhibited, it should seem that no fear of death was entertained till the 
eighth or ninth day of his illness. He bathed and attended sacri fi ce 
every morning, and even gave an audience to his principal officers, who 
were still employed in forwarding preparations for the projected ex- 
pedition. 
uhor On the tenth day there was no longer any hope: and at this 

T323 F" ^ tne army, believing that he was already dead, and suspecting 
*" ' that die chief commanders had selfish views to realise, hostile to the 
common interest, became so extremely impatient to know the fate of 
their renowned leader, that they proceeded to threats of violence unless 
they were admitted to see his person, dead or alive. It was, there- 
fore, conceded that a few of their number should, without arms, 
pass singly through the chamber where the king lay, and thereby 
receive the most satisfactory evidence that no deceit was practised 
upon them. Alexander was still able to return their looks with art 
eye of intelligence. He raised his head a little ; held out his hand ; 
but was unable to speak. He expired next day. 

There were many absurd reports spread abroad relative to the death 
of this great prince, several of which are repeated by Arriao ; rather, 
however, as he himself expresses it, that he might not seem to be 
ignorant of their existence, than that he imagined them to be deserving 
of the smallest credit. It is said, for instance, that he was killed by 
means of a subtle poison, made up by his tutor Aristotle, and for- 
warded from Greece by Antipater, the protector of his native kingdom. 
A variety of other incidents was invented to feed the strong desire of 
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credulous curiosity; but they are unworthy of mention, as having been B.C. 323. 
long rejected by all writers of candour and research. We, therefore, 
hasten to exhibit, in a very abridged form, the character of the Mace- 
donian hero, as given by the modest and judicious Arrian. 

After stating that Alexander died in the hundred and fourteenth 
Olympiad, at the age of thirty -two years and eight months, he goes on 
to remark, that his body was very handsome and well-proportioned, 
his mind brisk and active, his courage wonderful. He was strong hi. 
enough to undergo the severest hardships, full of alacrity in meeting d™"**- 
the meet appalling dangers; ever ambitious of glory, and ever attentive 
to religious rites. As to those pleasures which regard the body, he 
shewed himself indifferent; but in the desire of fame and honour, he 
was altogether insatiable. In bis councils he was shrewd and pene- 
trating ; and by the force of his natural sagacity, arrived at clear views 
in the most obscure and doubtful matters. In all the arts of a general 
he was thoroughly skilled; and in arming, marshalling, and command- 
ing an army, he remained unrivalled. He possessed the rare talent of 
exciting the courage of his soldiers, of animating them with the hopes 
of success, and of dissipating by his words and his example all their 
inward fears. His resolution and vigour, too, were equal to the most 
desperate undertakings ; whilst his unwearied vigilance secured to him 
everv advantage that could arise from delay or ignorance on the part 
of his enemies. He was never imposed upon, either by craft or by 
perfidy ; arid never himself used these bad arts against any one. For 
his own private pleasures he was sparing in the use of money ; whilst 
in presents to his friends, and in rewards to the meritorious, his mag- 
nificence and liberality knew no bounds. 

The historian then proceeds to apologise for the rash and violent 
actions of which Alexander was guilty, when his passions were roused 
by anger or strong drink, as also for his affectation of a divine original, 
and his adoption of the Persian manners and dress. His claim of 
kindred to Jupiter, a folly not uncommon in those ages, is ascribed to 
a political motive, the desire to elevate bis wisdom and magnify his 
auspices in the eyes of his soldiers ; whilst the compliment which he 
paid to his Persian subjects by using their language and natural cos- 
tume, bad an object at once so judicious and so obvious, as not to 
admit of being misunderstood. Long banquets and deep drinking, he 
adds, on the authority of Aristobulus, were none of his delights ; 
neither did he prepare entertainments for the sake of the wine, (which 
he did not greatly love and of which he seldom drank much, J but to 
maintain a pleasant intercourse among his friends. The authors, there- 
fore, who attempt to condemn or calumniate Alexander, do not ground 
their accusation on particular actions, which, though worthy of reproof 
in themselves, are yet capable of receiving some mitigation when con- 
nected with the circumstances in which they were performed, but, on 
the contrary, bring forward a sweeping charge against his character in 
general, and pronounce a sentence upon his conduct at large; a method 
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B.C. 323. of proceeding which precludes at once all defence and apology. But 
let it be considered who Alexander was originally ; what success 
crowned alt his enterprises ; and to what a pitch of glory he ultimately 
arrived — that he governed as the undisputed king of both continents, 
sod that his name, even in his own life-time, was spread through 
every part of the habitable world ; let these tilings be kept in mind, 
and it will readily be granted, that in comparison of his great charac- 
ter and astonishing exploits, his vices and infirmities were trifling, and 
ought hardly to be regarded a.3 casting a shade on the bright annals of 
his eventful reign. 
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CHAPTER IX, 
ALEXANDER'S SUCCESSORS. 

FROM B.C. 333 TO B.C. 198. 

The death of the Macedonian conqueror, in circumstances so extremely 
Mpropitious to the consolidation of his immense empire in the east, 
proved, in the first instance, the occasion of a fierce rivalry among 
bis ambitious and enterprising generals, and ultimately led to the 
dismemberment of all his dominions both in Europe and Asia. Before, 
however, we proceed to narrate the events which occurred during the Kcbuptc- 
rtruggle for power in which even the moat moderate of Alexander's JJjJ^JS^jJ 
■occessors soon found themselves involved, we shall take the liberty to policy, 
invite the attention of the reader whilst we retrace, very briefly, the 
scheme of policy and government which the king of Macedon seems 
to have proposed to himself, for confirming his conquests in the Asiatic 
continent, as well as for securing to his numerous subjects the important 
heoefits of commerce, peace, learning, and civilization. The conduct 
of Alexander in this respect, and the generosity of his views, have not 
m yet been sufficiently appreciated by historians; some of whom, in 
their eagerness to give the details of battles, marches, and sieges, have 
overlooked the liberal principles to which his wars were only meant to 
[h. q.] «" 
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. be subservient ; whilst others, actuated by a Stoical dislike of con- 
querors in general, or by a more rational suspicion of the motives of 
all military sovereigns, have ascribed, without exception, the numerous 
exploits of this hero to personal ambition, to a bloodthirsty revenge 
against the ancient enemies of Greece, or to a settled determination to 
subdue the independence of the turbulent republics, whose confederated 
army he was appointed to lead. 
at It has been imagined that the obstinate resistance which he en- 
countered in the siege of Tyre, first suggested to Alexander the 
immense resources of maritime power, and the great efficiency of those 
sinews of War which are supplied by a successful commerce. There 
is no doubt that, from this period, he directed his attention to the 
establishment of a commercial intercourse between his European 
dominions and those vast territories, which, stretching beyond the 
Persian empire, continued to gratify the luxury and the avarice of all 
the western nations who had enterprise enough to secure a share in 
their trade. It was to divert into a new channel, at once more ample 
and convenient than the Tyrians could command, the rich manufactures 
and precious staples of India, that the Macedonian prince built his 
famous city at the mouth of the Nile. With such admirable discern- 
ment was the situation of it chosen, that Alexandria soon became the 
greatest trading city in the ancient world; and notwithstanding many 
successive revolutions in empire, continued, during eighteen centuries, 
to be the chief seat of commerce with India. Amidst the military 
operations to which, in his campaigns with Darius, he was soon obliged 
to turn his attention, the desire of establishing this lucrative trade, and 
the more liberal wish, perhaps, of extending the acquaintance of 
Europe with the geography of the wide regions beyond the Indus, 
were never for a moment relinquished by the provident mind of 
Alexander. 

In no part of his military career do the proceedings of this renowned 
commander resemble the subjugation and bereavement inflicted on such 
nations as have been overrun by the armies of a barbarian soldier. On 
the contrary, he built towns, formed stations for the purposes of trade 
and revenue, improved the soil, and laboured to refine the habits of 
the people. By exercising a clemency heretofore unknown in Asiatic 
wars, he endeavoured to convert his enemies into friends, and by 
intrusting power to native magistrates and governors, he secured for 
his new subjects an equal administration of justice, as well as the right 
of property, according to the maxims by which their notions, on these 
important points, were wont to be regulated. 

When Alexander became master of the Persian empire, he early per- 
haidiiur ceived that with all the power of his hereditary dominions, reinforced 
■ OnA by the troops which the ascendency he had acquired over the various 
sonMency. statea f Greece might enable him to raise there, he could not hope to 
retain in subjection, by force alone, territories so extensive and popu- 
lous ; that to render his authority permanent, it must be established 
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in the affections of the nations which he had subdued, and, in fact, b. c. 323. 
most be maintained by their arms ; and that in order to acquire this 
advantage, all distinctions between the victors and vanquished must be 
abolished, and his Asiatic and European subjects incorporated and 
made one people, by obeying die same laws, and by adopting the same 
manners, institutions, and discipline. Soon after his victory at Arbela, 
accordingly, Alexander himself, and by his persuasion, many of hie 
officers, assumed the Persian dress, and conformed to several of their hi* 
customs; whilst, with the same liberal intentions, he encouraged the SJJjjjIJ'" 10 '* 
Persian nobles to imitate the manners of the Macedonians, to learn the 
Greek language, and to acquire a relish for the beauties of the writers 
in that tongue, who were then studied and admired. It was in like 
manner, with the view of rendering this union more complete, that 
the conqueror resolved to marry one of the daughters of Darius, and 
chose wives for a great number of his principal officers from among 
the most illustrious families in Persia. 

The liberality of Alexander's conduct is the more remarkable as it 
was founded on maxims which were in direct repugnance to the notions 
and prejudices of his countrymen. The Greeks, it is well known, had 
so high an opinion of the pre-eminence to which they were raised by 
civilization and science, that they seem hardly to have acknowledged 
the rest of mankind to be of the same species with themselves; and, 
proceeding on this assumption, they asserted a right of dominion over 
all other nations, in the same manner as the soul sways the body, 
and men govern irrational animals. Extravagant as such ideas now 
appear, they found admission into all the schools of ancient philosophy. 
Aristotle, full of this opinion, in support of which he employs in his 
Politics a variety of plausible argument), advised Alexander to govern 
the Greeks like subjects, and the barbarians like slaves ; to consider 
the former as companions, the latter as creatures of an inferior nature. 
But the sentiments of the pupil were more enlarged than those of the 
master; and his experience in governing men had taught the monarch 
that which the speculative science of the philosopher did not enable 
him to discover. 

From the choice of the situations in which he founded his cities, it ommneui 
is obvious that be meant them to serve as channels of communication jfitaa, 
with India, not only by land, but by sea. It was chiefly with a view 
to the latter of these objects, that he examined the navigation of the 
Indus with so much attention j and that upon his return to Snsa he 
surveyed in person the courses of the Euphrates and of the Tigris, and 
gave directions to remove those artificial obstructions with which the 
ancient monarchs of Persia had shot up the mouths of their finest 
rivers, in order, as it should seem, that they might at once prevent 
their subjects from engaging in distant commerce, and might defend 
their extensive territories from sudden invasion. By opening the 
navigation in this manner, he evidently intended that the valuable 
commodities of India should be conveyed from the Persian Gulf, 
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b. c. 323. into the interior parts of his Asiatic dominions, while, by the Red Sea, 
they should be carried to Alexandria, and distributed to the rest of the 
world. 

To realize these extensive and magnificent schemes, Alexander had 
employed means so judicious, and had calculated so wisely on the co- 
operation of his new subjects, whose interests he had combined with 
their fidelity to his government, that he was justified in entertaining 
the most sanguine hopes of ultimate success. He had secured so firm 
a footing in India, that his return to it would have been extremely easy, 
whilst his farther conquests would have been promoted by the very 
arms and courage which had retarded his progress when advancing, in 
his first expedition, to the banks of the Hydaspes. Taxiles and Poms, 
won by the humanity and beneficence of the young conqueror, con- 
tinued steady in their attachment to him ; insomuch, indeed, that even 
after his death, neither of these sovereigns declined submission to the 
authority of the Macedonians, nor made any attempt to recover inde- 

uiumra But all those splendid schemes, so ardently cherished in the mind of 

™mtif Alexander, were defeated by his untimely decease. There was no one 
doth. to succeed him of equal authority and genius, to fulfil the great objects 

on which his attention had so long been fixed. The mighty empire 
which had been kept united, and which had increased in power, by 
the sole effort of his superior talents, fell in pieces as soon as his 
superintending care was withdrawn ; and yet, amidst all the convul- 
sions and revolutions which that event occasioned, it was found that 
the measures adopted by him for the preservation of his conquests had 
been concerted with bo much sagacity, and his confidence so wisely 
placed, that, upon the restoration of tranquillity among his ambitious 
generals, the Macedonian dominion continued to be established in 
every part of Asia, and not one province had shaken off the yoke. 
Even India, the most remote of Alexander's conquests, quietly sub- 
mitted to Pytho the son of Agenor, and afterwards to Seleucus, who 
subsequently extended his government over that portion of the east. 

These facts, however, while they illustrate the sage policy and 
extraordinary talents of the king of Macedon, display, with equal 
clearness, the difficulties which must have presented themselves to his 
commanders, when standing by his death-bed at Babylon; and the 
perplexity in which all their deliberations must have been involved 
when consulting on the affairs of so large a part of Europe and Asia. 
The system which was actually adopted, and the momentous conse- 
quences which ensued, from the ambition and jealousy of the great men 
to whom we have just made allusion, it is now our business to set 
forth, with as much conciseness as the intricate relations and brilliant 
exploits which characterised their proceedings, in peace and in war, 
will permit us to employ. 

In entering upon this portion of Grecian history, we have to regret 
the want of our faithful guide Arrlan, whose authority, as a narrator of 
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bete, is deservedly very high. This regret is not a little increased by B.C. 323. 
the knowledge that be wrote, in ten books, a full account of the 
transactions which followed the death of Alexander, — a work which is 
no longer to be found bat in the BiUiotheca. of Photius, where we are 
presented with an abridgment of the principal occurrences which 
marked the first steps of the Macedonian generals after the loss of their 
great leader. 

As the children bom to Alexander by Asiatic women were not held Full? of 
entitled to enjoy the sovereignty of his European states, that monarch " 
is said, by Diodoras, to have died childless. His son by Barcina, the 
widow of Memnon, was already five years of age, and Roxana, the 
daughter of Oxyartes, the Bactrian chief, was in the sixth month of 
her pregnancy ; but, besides the disqualification which we have just 
mentioned, the reign of an infant king promised very little security to 
the wide dominions which no* owned the subjection of the confede- 
rated Greeks, and seemed still worse calculated for realizing the splendid 
projects to which the arms and learning of that renowned people were 
meant to be directed. Alexander had a half-brother, the son of Philine, 
a Theasalian actress, and two sisters, Cleopatra and Cynna, — the former 
being the daughter of Olympias as well as of Philip, the latter born 
to this monarch by Euiydice, an Illyrian lady, who was distinguished 
by masculine habits and the most warlike propensities. The claims 
of the females being overlooked, if, indeed, they had any right to the 
succession, the eyes of the army were turned to Arrhid»us, the brother AnMdau. 
of their late commander, — a youth of the feeblest intellect, ignorant of 
affairs, and altogether unambitious, as it should seem, of the honour 
and power which were now placed within his reach. 

Perdiccas, who had been intrusted by Alexander with his ring and 
signet, together with the following eight generals, who were present 
in Babylon at the demise of the king, namely, Leonatus, Lysimachus, 
Aristonous, Python, Seleucas, Eumenes, Meleager, and Nearchns, 
assembled forthwith to deliberate on the measures which it behoved 
them to pursue, in a crisis so extremely important and perplexing. 
We hare already mentioned that the army made choice of Arrhidsens ; 
but it is necessary to add that this expression of respect to the bouse 
of Philip was, in the first instance, confined to the soldiers of the 
phalanx, who being for the most part Macedonians, were more naturally 
interested in the disposal of the crown, and in the support of that 
dynasty to which their country was indebted for so much of its glory. 
It would almost appear, too, that daring the deliberations which passed 
at Babylon, on this momentous occasion, the cavalry and the infantry 
were actuated by different motives, and represented, to a certain extent, 
the feelings and interests which belong respectively to an aristocracy, 
and to a powerful body of commons ; for, whilst the foot soldiers were 
desirous that the reins of government should continue to be held by a 
constitutional sovereign, there is reason to suspect that the horsemen 
would not have been displeased to behold the supreme power vested 
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■ in one of their chiefs, and the extensive empire of Alexander subjected 
throughout all its provinces to a military despotism. This dissension 
soon came to an open rupture. The chief military leaders, attended 
by the cavalry, encamped without the city of Babylon, threatening to 
cut off the supplies and to starve the inhabitants. An attempt made 
upon the life of Perdiccas had compelled that general, in self-defence, 
to pursue the same policy with these military seceders, and he accord- 
ingly took up his position with them. 

It was on the day immediately after the death of the king that his 

*' generals assembled in the great hall of the palace, which was on all 
sides thrown open so as to display in its centre to the surrounding 
multitude the throne, the diadem, and the armour of their lamented 
sovereign. The character of Perdiccas, still more than his rank, 
entitled him to act a distinguished part on this solemn occasion ; for he 
had long held a high place in the estimation of his prince, had given 
proofs of the greatest talents and disinterestedness in his service, and 
had consequently acquired that degree of influence with the army, 
which would have disposed even the most refractory to listen to his 
counsel. At his first departure from Macedon, we are told that, when 
Alexander divided his whole property amongst his friends, and said 
that he reserved only hope for himself, Perdiccas alone declined the 
bounty of the young king ; intimating to him at the same time, that 
as he was determined to share his dangers, he was entitled also to 
participate in his hopes. Nor was his conduct ever found unworthy 
of the noble sentiment with which he entered into the service of his 
magnanimous master. In the most trying scenes of that eventful and 
very arduous war which was waged with Persia, Perdiccas acquitted 
himself with equal courage and address ; and such was the confidence 
which Alexander reposed in his wisdom and faithfulness, that he was 
raised to the first place in his council, and received from the dying 
band of that renowned leader the symbols even of royal authority. 

Possessed of such reputation and advantages, it cannot appear sur- 
prising that Perdiccas should have aspired to a share of the power, 
which no individual was great enough to exercise alone, and which, 
whoever should be named the successor of Alexander, was eventually 
to be divided among a number of his followers. Accordingly we find 
that, after a variety of projects had been discussed in the assembly of 
the chiefs, Aristouous of Pells, a companion and life-guard, ventured 
to suggest the expediency of intrusting to the favourite general of their 
deceased master the supreme administration, under the title of Regent 
If indeed we yield to the authority of Curtius, we must admit that the 
views entertained by the friends of Perdiccas were even somewhat 
more ambitions, for the words which this historian puts into the month 
of the orator of 1'ella, claim openly, for the commander now named, 
the right to exercise all the prerogative of a king.' 

nun GODtultam, cni rtlinqueret regnmn, roloiuv optimum detigi : jodi- 
a ah ipso optimum Pudiccam, coi innulum tmdidiMOt, Sequc anim 



231 

The elevation of one individual, however worthy, could not fail to B. C. 323. 
excite the deepest envy and alarm in the minds of such as did not enjoy 
his countenance, or were unaccustomed to cooperate in his views of 
policy. Meleager, the general of the infantry, was in the predicament PM*m 
bow described. He dreaded the ascendency of Perdiccas, and, in troj£ 
order to obstruct his plans, be infused into the phalanx the strongest 
suspicions against his patriotism, as well as against his fidelity to the 
house of their ancient kings, and thereby urged the generous feelings 
of tbe soldiers to declare themselves more loudly for the accession of 
AnhidiBus. Thus the intemperance of the one party, and the ambition 
of the other, had nearly brought the victorious troops of Alexander to 
■tain their arms in tbe blood of one another, — a catastrophe which, it 
is said, was prevented chiefly by the resolute conduct of the unfortu- 
nate youth who had just been raised to the throne. Perceiving that 
the phalangites were about to attack the horsemen, who still opposed 
their choice, Arrhidfeus threw himself into the midst of their body and 
entreated them to relinquish their sanguinary intentions. " If this chwkwl irv 
diadem," he exclaimed, " can be possessed only by the wounds and ' || * M ™ 1 
death of Macedonians, I will instantly divest myself of the pernicious 
Take back," hit continued, " the fatal present; give it to 
a one worthier than I am, if he can preserve the splendid deposit 
ained by the blood of his countrymen !" This spirited behaviour 
produced the desired effect The army unanimously acknowledged 
the sovereignty of the new monarch, and submitting to the autho- 
rity of law under the direction of a military regency, they allowed 
condign punishment to be inflicted on a few of the most factious 
of their number, who seemed to meditate still more dangerous inno- 

Tbe imbecility of Arrhidfeus and bis total ignorance of business Kith of 
dictated at once tbe necessity of a regency, which consisted at first of i'™^' 
Perdiccas and Leonatus, and afterwards of these two commanders with Boon*. 
Meleager, the general of the foot, as a colleague. During these 
arrangements, too, provision was made in behalf of the child of Koxana, 
should she happen to have a son. It was declared that the infant 
should be associated in the government with his uncle; and as the 
event soon answered their expectations, the boy was honoured with 
his father's name, and ordered to be treated with all tbe respect and 
care which were due to the coheir of so powerful an empire. 

These preliminaries being settled for the official administration of the 
regal authority, the more important business of assigning to the several ^ 
commanders the provinces which they were to govern, became the 
next subject of discussion. The cautious policy of the son of Lagus 
showed itself in the choice which be made of Egypt, a country which 
was at once detached from the dominions of his colleagues, so soon to 
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b. c. 323. become his rivals and enemies, and also easily protected from 

owing to the impracticable nature of the territory by which it was 
surrounded. The veteran Craterus, who had been sent from Babylon 
to relieve Antipater in the government of Macedonia, was now asso- 
ciated with him in the care of the hereditary states. The Thnicians 
were confided to the charge of Lysimachua, who, from his bold and 
warlike character, was thought to resemble the spirited barbarians 
over whom he was placed. Eumenes was appointed to Cappadocia, 
Antigonus to the Greater Phrygia, and Leonatus to the Lesser. The 
imperial district of Fersis was continued to Peucestes, whilst Python 
received the important province of Media, in which he might exercise 
his vigilance and military skill against the faithless and predatory tribes 
who occupied its mountainous frontiers. Seleucus remained at Babylon 
as lieutenant to Perdiccas, in his capacity of chief of the equestrian 
companions ; and Aristonons, the personal friend of the regent, con- 
tanned likewise at the seat of government, without charging himself 
with any special command. The minor provinces and military stations 
were provisionally committed to the officers who happened to hold 
them at the death of the king, — a measure which contributed not a 
little to the tranquillity of the remoter parts of the empire, as well as 
to the consolidation of that system of mild and popular ascendency 
over the Asiatics, of which Alexander set so distinguished an example, 
and which was unquestionably the principal means of establishing in 
Persia the dynasty of Grecian sovereigns, founded by Seleucus. 
Pnpuuiou During the time that these appointments were under consideration, 
r°n«™'] of tne body of the prince, to whose successful enterprise and commanding 
Ainudn. genius they were all due, was allowed to remain neglected in the 
putzifying climate of Babylon. Orders were at length given by Per- 
diccas to have the royal corpse embalmed, and preparations were set 
on foot for a pompons interment of it in the sacred ground attached to 
the temple of Jupiter Amnion, situated in one of those green and 
luxuriant spots which cheer, at intervals, the solitude of the Libyan 
desert. It was not, however, until after the lapse of two years, that 
the funeral obsequies were actually celebrated, and the great Mace- 
donian hero was then committed to the ground, not within the pre- 
cincts of the African temple, as he is said to have commanded, but in 
his own city of Alexandria, a monument of his talents and beneficence, 
which conferred upon his name far greater glory than his imaginary 
descent from the king of the gods. " This late honour to his memory," 
says Dr. Gillies, " could ill reconcile his indignant shade to the dere- 
liction ofthevastand beneficial schemes which had long occupied him, — 
the improvement in his fleet and army, his discoveries by sea and land, 
the productive and commercial industry which he had made to nourish, 
and that happy intercourse of sentiment and affection in which he had 
laboured to unite distant and hostile nations. After his controlling 
mind had withdrawn, the system which he bad formed and actuated 
fell in pieces; yet during the distracted period of twenty-two years 
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preceding the battle of Ipsus in Phrygia, which finally decided the b. c. 32, 
pretensions of his followers, many great events deserve eommemora- 
b*D, and many splendid characters will attract regard. Their bright- 
nets, indeed, was hitherto dimmed by the matchless effulgence of 
Alexander, and their individual renown is still lessened by their shining Aciwv?- 
togtther in one constellation. To a hasty and impatient survey, their ™^^j|^ 
history presents a wild maze of crimes and calamities; but in a full 
and connected narrative their transactions will interest the statesman, 
the general, and above all, die philosopher ; who knows that by just 
delineations of guilt and misery, men are more powerfully restrained 
within the bounds of duty, than by the most engaging pictures of virtue 
and of happiness." 

As afiairs were at first conducted under the auspices of Perdiccas, 
we shall, in the early part of our narrative, confine the attention of the 
reader to such events as were connected with his direct government, or 
influenced by his more concealed policy. It has been conjectured, and 
not without much appearance of probability, that the generals who 
departed from Babylon as governors of provinces, entertained, from the 
first moment that they were invested with power, the intention of 
rendering themselves independent sovereigns, and even of enlarging 
their dominions at the expense of one another; whilst, on the other 
hand, Perdiccas has been suspected, and apparently not without reason, 
of the wish to employ them as his tools, as long as he should require 
their service, and of designing, nltiamtely, to seize the sceptre of 
Europe and Asia, as the sole successor of the Macedonian conqueror. 
The worst of these suspicions appeal to be confirmed by the conduct 
which was actually pursued on the one side and the other ; and an 
occurrence soon took place which showed, in no favourable light, the 
principles on which the regent exercised authority, and the motives 
from which he was served, even by those who professed to be the 
most devoted to his interests. 

When Alexander had succeeded in reducing to obedience the warlike Remit of 
inhabitants of the hilly country which stretches to the north and east "™^" 
of Media, he stationed, at the several military posts which be erected Wodta. 
in that strong ground, about twenty thousand mercenary Greeks, who 
were to act in the doable capacity of colonists and soldiers. No 
sooner, however, did these exiles hear of the death of the king, than 
they came to the resolution of placing themselves under the direction 
of Philon, a commander of their own choice, and of commencing a 
laborious march westward into their native Greece. Perdiccas instantly 
resolved to defeat their intentions. Draughting about four thousand 
horse and foot from the army at Babylon, he issued orders for an 
immediate expedition to check the migratory colonists ; and in order 
to increase the alacrity of the troops employed in this disagreeable 
service, he gave them leave to choose the commander to whose skill 
and sagacity they might be disposed to commit themselves. They 
unariimously fixed on Python, who being approved by the regent, 
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B. c. 328. received a commission to act against the devoted mercenaries, and to 
demand from the provincial governors, through whose territory be 
was to pass, a reinforcement of ten thousand foot and nearly as many 
cavalry. 
TmchHy of Python finding himself at the head of so large a force, gave way to 
sSS jJZf the temptation which then, perhaps, for the first time, assailed his 
U» Qi— l a. fidelity, of employing their arms not only in rendering his Median 
government independent of the controlling power at Babylon, bat even 
of adding to it the important provinces of Upper Asia. The vigilance 
of Perdiccas, however, was not to be deceived. Suspecting the views 
of the general, or being apprised of his real intentions, he sent orders 
to Python of so public a nature that they could neither be concealed 
nor evaded, to put all the Greeks to death, and divide their property 
among his Macedonian soldiers. The device succeeded. The dream- 
stances of the massacre, as related by Diodoms Siculus, are too horrible 
to be believed, were not the fact itself somewhat confirmed by the 
subsequent conduct of Python, who, when he at length turned his 
hand against Perdiccas, is supposed to have avenged the cause of the 
Greeks, as well as to have gratified his own resentment. 
Knott at The attention of the viceroy was soon after attracted to the affaire 

AnuUhn> of Asia Minor, where he bad to oppose the ambitions designs of An- 
tigonus and Leonatus. When Alexander passed through that country, 
with the view of meeting the numerous host of Darius on the confines 
of Syria, be satisfied himself with reducing to temporary submission 
the warlike chiefs who commanded in the upper provinces ; convinced 
that, if his arras were crowned with success in his approaching cam- 
paigns against the great king, all the western dependencies of the 
Persian empire would necessarily fall into the hands of the allied 
Greeks. Cappadocia, both Upper and Lower, still remained nncnn 
quered ; and although these ricn provinces, together with Paphlagonia, 
were, upon the death of Alexander, assigned to Eumenes, the arduous 
task of compelling them to own the supremacy of Macedon, was yet 
to be accomplished under the auspices of the new governor. The 
natives of the northern shores of Asia Minor were remarkable for 
courage, strength of body, and the love of independence ; and the 
Paphlagonians, in particular, had acquired so much fame as skilful and 
intrepid horsemen, that they were usually honoured by the Persians 
as allien, instead of being viewed in the light of tributaries. At the 
head of a powerful force of these hardy barbarians, Ariaratbes, their 
prince, proud of his lineage and jealous of his rights, was prepared to 
dispute the claims of any Macedonian captain, who should advance 
into his territory. 
DiwMisiufl Perdiccas, aware of the opposition that Eumenes might have to en- 
of Autigonu. counter in taking possession of his government, had issued an order to 
Uwutu. Antigonus and Leonatus, the commanders of the two Phrygias, to assist 
him with their arms. The former of these officers refused to obey the 
protector ; alleging that as he had received his province from Alexan- 
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dcr himself, be owed no fealty to the mere representative of his imbe- b. c. 323. 
die brother. Leoiiatus on the other bond, was seduced by views still 
more ambitious, having projected a marriage with Cleopatra, the sister 
of the late king, and the subsequent occupation of the throne of Mace- 
don, which he hoped to possess, in his own right as well as in that of 
his wife. He therefore declined to assist Eumenes with forces, which, 
in pursuance of the plan now stated, he intended to employ against the 
Greeks, who were already endeavouring to shake off the yoke imposed 
on them by Philip, and afterwards against Antipater, or even Per- 
diccas, should these wary generals oppose his succession to the crown 
of Alexander. 

Eumenes, disappointed in his hopes of assistance from the governors Defru of 
of the two Phrygias, threw himself on the protection of the regent, Ari "» lh *"' 
who instantly moved with the royal army towards Oappadocia. 
Ariarathes immediately took the field to repel bis formidable invaders, b. c. 322. 
He is said to have had thirty thousand foot and above fifteen thousand 
bone; bat valour, unaided by discipline, exerted itself in vain, when 
it had to contend with the veteran troops of Macedon, led on by Per- 
dkcas and Eumenes, two of their most accomplished generals. The 
Cappadociana were routed with great slaughter, and their gallant prince, 
with his family and kindred, who unfortunately fell into the hands of 
toe enemy, were put to death with every circumstance of pain and 
ignominy. Eumenes was established in the satrapy which was thus 
nmdered vacant ; and by his wisdom and courage contributed, for a 
time, to support the authority of his patron the regent. 

The flame of rebellion next burst forth in the wild mountains ofwuin 
Pisidia and Isauria. Laranda, the capital of the former district, was !*"'*{* " nd 
soon taken by assault, and the inhabitants were either put to the 
flrord or sold into slavery : but the defence of Isauria was attended 
with a series of incidents, so characteristic of barbarian warfare, that 
we are induced to narrate them at greater length. Finding, after a 
continued assault of two days, that their walls and armour could no 
longer avail them, the besieged came to the desperate resolution of 
burning their houses,. wives, and children, and parents, with the most 
precious of their effects ; and having, by the execution of this purpose, 
secured from the indignities of conquest the persons whom they held 
moat dear in the world, they again mounted their tottering ramparts, 
tod repelled the besiegers with a degree of fierceness and hardihood 
bordering ou frenzv. Astonished at the resistance which he encoun- 
tered, and unable to account for the dreadful conflagration which he 
beheld, Perdiccas withdrew his troops from the walls to wait the issue 
of so strange an event. The Isauriana, it is said, having no longer any 
enemy upon whom to avenge the cause of their country, rushed from 
the walls to precipitate their bodies into the midst of the names, leav- 
ing to the ambition of the Macedonians, nothing except the burning 
reins of their town, and such articles of gold and silver as the fire did 
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b. C. 322. In all the arts connected with war, in rapidity of movement, deci- 
imriguaof sion, military skill, and personal braver)', Perdiccas was inferior to 
Prim™. none Q £ tQe ^^ ^p^yng wno jjgj g^yed under the standard of Alex- 
ander. But, in the management of the passions, and in the applica- 
tion of motives, among men of high spirit and aspiring views, be wan 
not, perhaps, a match for the sagacious Ptolemy, or the intriguing 
Antigonus, To secure his interests and increase his popularity with 
the Macedonians, the governor of Egypt proposed to form a matrimo- 
nial union with the daughter of Antipater; and it was not till Per- 
diccas was awakened to a perception of the numerous advantages likely 
to attend this alliance, that he resolved to defeat the designs of Ptolemy, 
and to solicit the hand of Nicest for himself. But as policy dictated 
this marriage, it cannot seem surprising that it should almost instantly 
have been dissolved upon the same mi warrantable ground. It was 
suggested to the regent that, as Cleopatra, the sister of the late king, 
was still disengaged, he ought to strengthen his claim to the supreme 
power, by connecting himself with a princess so nearly allied to the 
throne ; a measure which would at once further his own views, and 
disappoint the numerous intrigues which were already forming against 
him, both in Egypt and the two Phrygias. 

But the intentions of Perdiccas being known, they were vigorously 
opposed by a body, to whom he was compelled to yield. The Mace- 
donian army, attached to the house of their ancient kings, and prefer- 
ring an hereditary monarch, though unwarlike, to the ablest general, 
who bad no other claim than his talents, felt alarm and suspicion upon 
discovering the ambitious designs of the viceroy. To thwart his in- 
tentions, they resolved to strengthen the reigning branch of the royal 
Marring* or family, by a marriage between Arrhidsjus and Eurydice his niece, the 
AniiidBu. w idow of his cousin Amyntas; a lady of a singularly romantic dispo- 
sition, and opposed, as it should seem, to the interests of Perdiccas. 
Cynaiie, the half-sister of Alexander the Great, and the mother of 
Eurydice, had trained up that princess, upon the model of her own 
education, in martial exercises. The influence of Cvnane was con- 
siderable, and alarmed the fears of Perdiccas. The jealousy of this 
great general being excited by the interference of the troops, as well as 
by the bold pretensions of the mother of the intended bride, he is said 
to have procured her murder under the most revolting circumstances ; 
a suspicion which, whether well or ill founded, continues to inflict a 
stain on his character, and to arraign the purity of his motives in every 
subsequent act of his government. The immediate consequences were 
alarming in the extreme : the soldiers displayed the most violent 
symptoms of mutiny ; the spirit of insurrection was everywere loud 
and violent ; and Perdiccas, urged by these expressions of public dis- 
content, appears to have postponed his union with Cleopatra, whilst 
he forwarded that of his royal rivals. 

Having crushed the mutinous disposition which had shown itself 
among the Macedonians, and conciliated the contending interests of his 
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domestic retainers, the regent turned his eyes towards Phrygia and B.C. 322. 
Egypt, where an ambition equal to hie own, and talents in some re- 
spects superior, were busily employed in concerting plans for under- 
mining that power, which he was labouring so sedulously to enlarge 
and consolidate. The means that he possessed were considerable ; 
and the ability and zeal which ha could command for employing those 
means were such as to promise the most ample success. Besides his 
brother Metas, and Attains the husband of his sister, both men of 
courage and address, and sincerely devoted to his service, be had in 
his interest Seleucus, a young officer of the greatest talents ; Aristonous, 
s life-guard and companion under the late king ; Python, a brave though 
unsteady commander ; and Eumenes, whose powerful mind, stimu- 
lated by gratitude, bent all its exertions in favour of the regent, as 
veil in the council as in the field. 

The refusal of Antigonus to assist Eumenes in making good his <i«iou>ye< 
claims upon Cappadocia was not forgotten ; and Perdiccas now sum- An[| n o, " u - 
mooed that governor to appear before him, in order to justify his con- 
duct in the presence of the Macedonian army, the judges of all military 
offences, or to submit to the penalty which they might see fit to award. 
The governor of Phrygia, perceiving the object of the regent, instead 
of answering his summons, made haste to court the alliance of Anti- 
pater and Craterus, who resided at Fella, as joint tutors to the king, 
">d protectors of his European dominions. Nor were the representa- 
tions of Antigonus alone urged on this momentous occasion. Ptolemv, 
also, alarmed at the projects of Perdiccas, had sent a pressing embassy 
to Macedon, recommending the expediency of a coalition, in order to 
check the growing power of the protector, and to defeat his aims, 
now no longer ambiguously asserting exclusive dominion both in the 
east and west 

A treaty was forthwith concluded among these vigilant commanders; *m.n« 
the object of which was, first, by force of arms, to restrict the autbo- ffi fc. ,. 
rity of Perdiccas, and then to establish their own, in their several pro- 
vinces, by adding to their territory, where that was practicable, and n. c. 321. 
by abjuring all dependence on the central government. In pursuance 
of this scheme, Antipater and Craterus were to march into Asia, at the 
head of an army, to co-operate with Antigonus ; Ptolemy was to con- 
tinue in possession of Egypt, and to strengthen his resources in the 
neighbouring parts of Africa, and, by means of a maritime force, in 
the Mediterranean ; and in the mean time, till Antipater could return 
to Macedon, to resume his charge as viceroy, the government in Europe 
was to be exercised by Polysperchon, one of the oldest captains that 
had served under Alexander. 

It was not to be expected that Perdiccas could remain uninformed 
of these proceedings. Aware of the quarter whence the main opposi- 
tion to him bad arisen, and jealous of the increasing influence of Pto- 
lemy at home and abroad, he resolved to invade Egypt, and thereby 
make the intriguing governor sustain the first pressure of the war which 
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H.c. 321. he had so industriously provoked. Meanwhile, to punish Antigonns, to 
whose disobedience he was disposed to ascribe the revolutionary spirit 
which now animated the other generals, he stripped him of all his 
satrapies, and joined them to the valuable provinces already intrusted 
to the faithful Eumenes. 
optntiou Both parties set themselves in motion, with the view of striking s 
"Jj^" 1 blow which each hoped would crush the pretensions of the other ; snd 
thus whilst Perdiccas marched towards Syria, on his way to Egypt, 
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Antipater and Graterus were making arrangements for a descent into 
Asia. The order of events requires that we should attend, in the first 
instance, to the occurrences which took place in the latter country, 
where Eumenes, at the head of a considerable force, was left by the 
regent to defend his provinces against the insurrectionary generals snd 
their adherents, Perdiccas was not disappointed in the skill snd 
bravery of this celebrated commander ; and yet it ought to be ob- 
served that the success of Eumenes, in this memorable campaign, 
arose not more from his own talents, than from the foolish measures 
which his antagonists were induced to pursue. Neoptolemus, a young 
Macedonian of royal blood, having taken offence at the preferment of 
Eumenes, abandoned the cause of Perdiccas, and went over to Anti- 
pater with a small body of troops, which he was eager to employ 
against bis former patron. But his pernicious counsel more than 
countervailed the additional strength which he brought to his new 
allies. By repeated assurances that the army commanded by Eumenes 
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consisted of a mere rabble, hastily collected, and destitute alike of B.C. 321. 
courage and discipline, be prevailed on Antipater and Craterus to 
divide their forces ; and thus, whilst the latter, in the fullest confi- 
dence of victory, took the field against the lieutenant of Perdiccas, the 
former proceeded towards the Cilician passes, with the view of dis- 
tracting the operations of Perdiccas himself, and of thereby affording 
aid to the Egyptian governor, now threatened with an inroad in the 
direction we have just described. 

Craterus, assisted by the advice of Neoptolemus, advanced against victory or 
their antagonist, who had now encamped near the plain of Troy. The JjJJ™ * 
infantry on either side, did not fall short of twenty thousand. The om™. 
troops of Eumenes were a mixture of Europeans and Asiatics. Those 
of Craterus consisted almost entirely of the former. This difference, B. c. 321 . 
however, was not accompanied with any corresponding effect, since, 
through the dexterity of Eumenes, the engagement was decided with- 
out the necessity of bringing the masses of foot Into close action. On 
the day of battle, he posted his Asiatic horse in opposition to the 
enemy's right wing, commanded by Craterus. The left, headed by 
Neoptolemus, he determined to combat in person with his select band 
of cavalry, only three hundred in number ; hoping, whatever might be 
the fortune of the day, to chastise the insolence and treachery of that 
haughty youth. As soon as the enemy came in sight, descending from 
a hill in Hellespoutian Phrygia, the barbarian cavalry rushed forward 
to a desperate conflict, in which they had been ordered by Eumenes 
neither to listen to terms, nor to give quarter. Craterus, astonished 
at the regularity and fierceness of their assault, and upbraiding, it is 
add, tbe fatal confidence of Neoptolemus, exerted a degree of obstinate 
valour, worthy of a favourite of Alexander, in order to check this bar- 
barian onset, and bring his phalanx to the charge; but being dis- 
mounted in the midst of the enemy, either by the fall of his horse, or 
by tbe stroke of a sword, he was trampled under foot, and lay undis- 
tinguished among the crowd of wounded. 

Meanwhile an extraordinary spectacle bad been exhibited on the Mb or 
opposite wing. Eumenes and Neoptolemus no sooner beheld each ^J* ^*" 
other, than their old animosity, inflamed by recent injuries, transported 
them into mutual fury. They darted forward with such impetuosity, 
throwing the reins from their left hands, that in tbe shock or subse- 
quent struggle, their horses escaped from under them. Neoptolemus 
wad first on foot, but this seeming advantage only exposed him to a 
thrust, by which he was hamstrung, and disabled. The combat con- 
tinned fiercely, Neoptolemus supporting himself on his knee, until 
Eumenes inflicted a mortal wound on his antagonist, who expired in 
the exertion of retorting it 

In this engagement, two of Alexander's generals were defeated and *" d uf 
slain. Their conqueror, too, was severely wounded : yet, wounded 
as he was, Eumenes mounted his horse, and as the opposing wing of 
the enemy was totally routed, hastened to that part of the field where 



240 Alexander's successors. 

b. c. 321. Craterus lay straggling with death. He arrived in time to bestow the 
last cares on an ancient and respected friend, and to testify to him the 
utmost regret that ambition and the chances of war had ever set them 
against each other. 

The loss of the two commanders determined the victory in favour of 
Eumenes ; for, though the phalanx remained still unbroken, there was 
no longer any one to guide its movements, or to make another effort to 
recover the fortune of the day. The greater part of that body 6ed 
across the mountains to join Anti pater in the south ; whilst the 
victor, satisfied with the unexpected success which he had obtained, 
fixed his bead-quarters at Celscnue, and prepared to communicate with 
Perdiccas. 
Expedition But the fate of this renowned general was already sealed. Having 
SntoBirsn** reftcne ^ & & confines of Egypt, be summoned Ptolemy to appear before 
the royal army, and answer the various charges which they had to urge 
against him. Ptolemy appeared, and justified his conduct on all the 
points wherein he was accused. A pretence, however, was all that 
was wanting, and Perdiccas could not fail to find one. He impeached 
the governor of Egypt on the ground of his having arrested the funeral 
convoy, whilst proceeding to the temple of Jupiter Ammon, and of 
having committed the remains of Alexander to a tomb in the new city 
at the mouth of the Nile, To punish this breach of authority, Per- 
diccas dragged his army through the desert, and appeared before 
Peluainm, a fortress which was at that time esteemed the key of Egypt. 
Hiidrfnt The preparations of Ptolemy were equal to the emergency in which 
PeIujisiii he found himself placed. He had employed all the resources of 
nature, as well as of art, to check the advance of his able adversary ; 
C 321 alK * BO skilfully were his measures for this purpose concerted and 
pursued, that all the experience of Perdiccas, seconded by the veteran 
troops of Macedonia, was found unavailing, and his most vigorous 
efforts were completely baffled. A nocturnal attack on a fortress 
named the Camel's Wall, led to the defeat of the invader. Crossing 
the Kile in the dark, more than a thousand ma) were lost in the 
Stream; whilst the rest of the army, divided by the river, and unable 
to afford assistance to one another, when assailed by the disciplined 
soldiers of Ptolemy, fell an easy prey into the hands of their enemies. 
The policy, as well, perhaps, as the natural disposition of the con- 
queror, dictated gentleness and humanity towards the unfortunate in- 
vaders. The Macedonians, it is said, were struck with the contrast 
between him whom they came to attack, and the sterner master 
whom they had undertaken to serve. Other circumstances, too, had 
contributed to lessen the popularity and power of Perdiccas. De- 
prived of the wise counsels of Eumenes, he had recently appeared 
haughty and self-willed ; insomuch, that Python, Seleucus, and Anti- 
genes, a celebrated leader of the Hydaspiats, are all reported to have 
become disgusted with his government, and even unfriendly to his per- 
son. Accordingly, after his defeat on the Mile, and whilst he was 
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meditating new measures for reducing Egypt, a conspiracy was formed B. C. 321. 
■gainst liia life, beaded by Python, a faithless and unprincipled satrap, 
who, as we have already suggested, bad likewise a private grudge to 
revenge on his patron. The tent of PerdiccaB was entered in the night, Awtmtioii 
and he who bad, during three years, wielded the immense power of ofPBrile ™- 
Alexander's empire, became die victim of his perfidious followers. 

With the exception of nigh personal courage and military skill, there 
are no qualities calculated to raise our opinion of the regent. His 
carper, subsequent to the death of bis royal master, was cruel, tortuous, 
aod designing ; a course of action that ultimately wore out the patience, 
and excited the apprehensions of those who had at one time been his 
firmest adherents. 

Two days after this event, the army received intelligence of the vie- b.c. 321. 
tory obtained by Eumenes over Craterus and Neoptolemus ; which, 
had it arrived forty-eight hours sooner, would probably have prevented 
the meeting of the troops, and, consequently, that new position of 
affaire, which ultimately proved so favourable to Ptolemy, Antipater, 
and to the greater part of those who adhered to their interests. 

Greece. 

We now return to the affairs of Greece, which, immediately after b, c. 323, 
the death of Alexander, assumed an aspect extremely threatening to 
the Macedonian ascendency, and employed for some time all the wis- 
dom and military skill of Antipater. The republican party at Athena, AffUnai 
although much weakened by the banishment of Demosthenes, as well ***■»■ 
as by the unparalleled successes of the confederated army in Asia, 
had nevertheless obtained such a degree of influence as was suffi- 
cient to influence the passions of the multitude and revive their 
ardour for war. Preparatory to a league among the Grecian states, 
for throwing off the control of Macedon, the great orator was re- 
called to Athens. Embassies were sent to all the surrounding 
republics, inviting their co-operation ; and, in the meantime, the Athe- 
nians raised about six thousand native troops, which, together with 
eight thousand mercenaries, who had just returned from Asia, they 
placed under the command of Leosthenes, a citizen of great ardour, 
and considerable military talents. To this respectable force was added, 
by the £toIians, a contingent of seven thousand youths, tbe flower of 
their country : and a few recruits appear to have been sent, to augment 
the republican army, from the mountainous district of Doris, Phocis, 
and the wild valleys bordering on Polion and the famed Parnassus. 
Thebes was now no more. Sparta declined to act a part under Athens. 
The Achaean* and Arcadians listened to the dictates of prudence, and 
shrank from the hazard of unsuccessful hostilities. The Athenians, 
therefore, were the principal parties in the Lamiao war, usually so Umiu>u. 
called from the name of a town where the leading events of the cam- 
paign occurred, and before which Leosthenes fell in battle. 

Antipater, informed of these preparations, advanced into Thessaly 

[H. Q.] B 
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a. c. 323. with fourteen thousand horse and foot ; sending messengers, at the 
Dab* or same time, to Leonatus, the governor of Lower Phrygia, and to Ora- 
Anttpani. terus, who was at the head of ten thousand veterans, with a request 
that they would accelerate their reinforcements. Upon his arrival at 
the straits of Thermopyke, Antipater found that the Athenians had 
already taken poet at that famous pass. He attacked them, and was 
defeated ; and being unable either to renew the combat, or to make 
good his retreat, he threw his troops into Lamia, a well-fortified town, 
at the distance of about six miles from the Malian gulf. Leosthenes, 
the Athenian general, blockaded the place with all his forces, and even 
attempted repeatedly to storm it, before the expected succours could 
arrive. The besieged were neither less active nor leas vigilant. They 
made a sally upon the enemy's lines; in repelling which, the brave 
Leosthenes received a mortal wound : his services were rewarded with 
a magnificent burial, and the honours of a funeral oration. 
Deaw ud Leonatus, meanwhile, approached at the head of twenty-three 
lwimuu thousand men, of whom two thousand five hundred were cavalry. 
Antiphilus, who now commanded the Greeks, immediately relin- 
quished the works before Lamia, and proceeded to meet the governor 
of Phrygia; carrying with him an army nearly equal to the Mace- 
donians in foot, and somewhat exceeding it in excellent horsemen. A 
furious conflict ensued on the northern confines of Tbessaly, in which 
the Athenians were once more successful. Leonatua was among the 
slain. The cavalry whom he led to the charge suffered greatly from 
the impetuous valour of the Theasalian horse ; and the phalanx itself, 
broken and confused, sought refuge in the neighbouring mountains. 

This disaster was, however, soon repaired. Antipater joined the 
fugitives with his troops from Lamia, and Craterus was at hand with 
tea thousand of the best troops of Macedon, eager to recover the repu- 
tation of their anna, and to chastise the vanity of the Greeks. The 
whole army under Antipater exceeded forty thousand heavy-armed 
foot, besides three thousand archers and five thousand cavalry. Anti- 
philus, on the other hand, had sustained a considerable diminution 
in the numerical strength of his warriors : the Jiltoliaos having returned 
home to attend to their private aflairs, whilst others of the confederates, 
satisfied with the glory which they had already acquired, had gone to 
join in the triumphal exhibitions in which their exploits were repre- 
sented to the women and children of Athens. The Macedonian 
generals, aware of their advantages lost no lime in bringing the 
enemy to battle; in which, after a smart engagement with the 
Si'aLS™™ TQes ® l ' iftni ca ™' , 7» f*y gained a complete and very easy victory 
over the allied Greeks, and thereby re-established the ascendency of 
their kingdom throughout all the republics, as well within as without 
the isthmus. 
Athraiu. When a herald was sent to Antipater, craving the bodies of the 

™ ' slain, the victorious general declared that he would receive no message 
from the Greeks in common, but that he must treat with them as 
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ambers of the several states. The object of this distinction being b. c. 323. 
perfectly understood by the Athenians, they with the Italians 
rannred to refuse compliance; bot the appearance of the Mace- 
donian at the head of his army, goon subdued their opposition, and 
•bore them to the opposite extreme of compliance, and the most 
»bmi»Brre entreaty. They formed an embassy, consisting of Phocion, 
i commander of great genius and equal moderation, of Demades, an 
old and steady partisan of the Macedonian interest, and of Zenocrates, 
Re successor of Plato in the labours of the academy, and, moreover, 
> person of such a grave and austere demeanour, as was likely to 
■■re the respect of the most haughty conqueror and potentate. 
Bat all that could be obtained from Antipater, even by such envoys s,v S > term 
■ these, was peace on the following conditions: namely, that the ta ^jji 
Athenians ahould new-model their dangerous democracy; should op °" 
■«* pecuniary compensation for the expenses incurred by the war ; 
that they should surrender their turbulent demagogues, Demosthenes 
°d Hyperides, and receive a Macedonian garrison into their fortified 
harbour Munychia. Hard as these terms must have appeared, the 
pwpW of Athens were induced to accept them. The necessity of 
fan- condition left them no alternative : and yet there is much show 
rf trath in the remark of Antipater, that the severest of the stipula- 
•**» were the meet beneficial to the peaceable citizens of that am- 
kfcws and restless republic 

Demosthenes and Hyperides fled on the approach of the Macedonian Fiiihi«a 
gawnu" ; but being pursued, they were both taken, the first in the i™^^_ 
■land of Calanria, the second in the small island of JLgina. Hyperides 
■x put to death by the command of Antipater, with accompani' 
■W of cruelty and insult, which, it is to be hoped, are at least ex- 
•gpssted ; whilst it is reported of Demosthenes, that rather than ud or d«- 
"How himself to fall into the bands of an enemy, from whom he could B ™ Uwo ~' 
** expect liberal or even humane treatment, he swallowed poison, 
•toch he always carried about with him, and which, it is added, soon 
produced its effect 

The death of Demosthenes and Hyperides, says Rollin, made the 
Athenians regret the reigns of Philip and Alexander, and recalled to 
■Mir remembrance the magnanimity, generosity, and clemency which 
""■e two princes retained, even amidst the emotions of their displea- 
se; and bow much they had always been inclined to pardon oflences, 
"w to treat their enemies with humanity. Whereas Antipater, 
Jder the mask of a private individual, in bumble attire, with all 
"* appearance of a plain and frugal life, and without affecting any 
jj™ of authority, proved himself to be a rigid and imperious master. 
•j », however, admitted, even by the same author, that Antipater ex- 
**™d bis government with great justice over the Athenians ; that he 
*stowed the principal posts and employments on such persons as he 
^gioed were the most virtuous and honest ; and that he contented 
""nself with removing from all authority such as he thought were 
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b. c. 323. most likely to excite troubles. He was sensible that this people could 
neither support a state of absolute servitude dot of entire liberty ; for 
which reason he thought it necessary to take from the one whatever 
was too rigid, and from the other all that was excessive and licen- 

TiicEioiiim After the submission of Athens, the Macedonian arms under An- 
riv'unbio tipater and Craterus were immediately directed against the refractory 
p™°°- iEtolians. Aided in their defence by a strong mountainous country, 

this gallant people set at defiance the skill of the generals, and the 
enterprise of the soldiers ; but, as it was whilst Antipater and his 
colleague were engaged in this arduous service, that Autigonus arrived 
from Asia to solicit their protection against the dangerous machina- 
tions of Perdiccas, the ^toiians were favoured with peace on much 
easier terms than they could otherwise have expected. The reader is 
already acquainted with the events which followed the coalition of the 
three governors against the regent, and of the fatal issue of the Egyptian 
expedition in which that policy involved him. We therefore prepare 
to resume the thread of the narrative where it was interrupted by the 
fall of Perdiccas,' and to detail the leading occurrences to which that 
catastrophe gave birth. 

On the day succeeding the murder of Perdiccas, the governor of 
Egypt crossed the river to the enemy's camp, with a large supply 
of provisions, addressed the soldiers as his fellow-countrymen, and 
saluted the commanders as his ancient friends. In the character of 
Ptolemy, magnanimity and prudence had an equal sway ; and as his 
conduct was remarkably consistent as well as moderate, he never 
tailed to secure the affections of all with whom he acted, even when 
his views were different, and his interests incompatible. On the 
present occasion his humane attentions were so much extolled by the 
Htgtnry of royal army, that he would have been appointed regent by acclamation, 
had he not made known his determination to decline so mighty an 
~ i, and recommended Arridteue, a general present in the camp, as 
the fittest person to succeed Perdiccas. 

Arridous, whose name was seldom mentioned during the more 
active part of Alexander's reign, had the honour to be nominated to 
conduct his funeral, and to convey his body to the temple of the 
African Zens. Two years were spent in preparations for this 
splendid procession ; and as it had been predicted that the city 
which should receive the royal remains would rise to an unwonted 
eminence in point of wealth and power, almost all the considerable 
towns in the empire strove for the honour of the precious deposit. 
Perdiccas, a native of Pella, who perhaps cherished the hope of 
soon exercising kingly authority in that capital, insisted that the bones 
of Alexander ought to be laid amongst those of his royal ancestors, in 
their ancient seat of government. His arguments, however, did not 
prevail. Arricheus proceeded to conduct the pageant through Syria, 
1 See page 241. 
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on his way to the destined mausoleum in the Libyan desert. He was b. c. 322. 

met by Ptolemy, who entreated him, in the first instance, to grant 

tepaae to his followers at Memphis, before they entered the sands of 

the wilderness ; and who afterwards prevailed upon him to erect the 

royal tomb at Alexandria, the favourite city of the great conqueror 

whose name it beers. 

It was this service, perhaps, which recommended Anidteus so 
powerfully to the patronage of the Egyptian governor. At all events, 
the elevation to the protectorate of the officer just named, in conjunc- 
tion with Python, who had paved the way for the ruin of Perdiccas, 
wis the work of Ptolemy, who, in this arrangement, consulted his 
own greatness and the welfare of his province, much more effectually 
than if he had allowed himself to be invested with the precarious rank 
and invidious authority which be thus conferred upon others. 

It was whilst these proceedings occupied the attention of the royal indiauum 
•nay on the Nile, that the victory of Eamenes, and death of Craterus, a^J^ 
were confirmed by toe most certain intelligence. The effect of this «™y mint 
news on the soldiers was violent in the extreme. Bewailing the loss a,nmm - 
of a favourite general, who had fallen whilst fighting against the am- 
bitions schemes of Perdiccas, whom they were now disposed to pro- 
■xmnce a tyrant and foe to Hacedon, they forthwith resolved to inflict 
the severest vengeance on all his family, his friends, and relatives. 
They declared Eamenes a public enemy ; proscribed, by name, more 
than fifty of the principal adherents of the late protector, at the 
hffid of whom was bis brother Alcetas ; and having, in this manner, 
giwn vent to their fray, they immediately advanced from Egypt 
towards Syria, in order to realize the punishments which they had 



When arrived at Triparadus, in the latter province, the new pro- inflnm»tf 
tenters found their power so completely annihilated by the aspiring K T' U ™ - 
genius and active spirit of Eurydice, the wife of king Arrhidsras, that 
they deemed it expedient to resign their office ; and when Antipater, BManuian 
■no was speedily informed of what had taken place, had arrived at JJJJjJ^ 
the camp, in which the bold and warlike Perdiccas was wont to issue 
hi* orders, he saw the veterans of Macedonia actually commanded by a 
•omsn I Nor did the appearance of their aged general produce at 
°"ce the effect which was expected. The soldiers, instigated by the 
1*en who seems to have promised them a fall payment of all their 
Tears, as well as immediate preferment to the most deserving of 
'ker body, would have put him to instant death, had not bis person 
teea protected by Seleocos and Antigonus, whose intrepidity and 
presence of mind contributed mainly to quell the sedition. Smitten 
w itu regret at this nndutiful conduct towards an old and faithful 
Hmmander, the leaders of the army almost instantaneously followed 
the bent of their passions into the opposite extreme. They raised 
Antipater to the supreme authority, as protector of the empire, and Rtseaeyot 
thurded him the means of subduing the restless mind of Eurydice, A "" p * t "- 
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2. whose devices had so nearly proved fetal to the discipline of the 
troops and the life of their general. 

The great age of the protector, arid his constant residence in 
Europe, disqualified him in no small degree for the government of 
a kingdom, whose subjects and whose interests were now chiefly 
Asiatic. A stranger to the manners and policy of the east, he re- 
solved to fix the principal seat of power at Macedoo, and to issue 
from thence such orders as might seem necessary for the purposes of 
administration, throughout the immense provinces washed by die 
Euphrates and Tigris. 

Macedonia. 

With these views he arranged, before the army quitted Triparadns, 
Je a new distribution snd settlement of the empire. The posthumous 
son of Alexander by Roxana was now formally associated in the 
government with the feeble-minded Arrhidtens, and both were de- 
clared the legitimate heirs of the crown, as the nearest male relatives 
of ihe late sovereign. As to the command of provinces, no material 
alterations were made, bat such ss had been rendered necessary by 
actual change of circumstances. Eumenes having been declared an 
outlaw and an enemy, the satrapy of Cappadocia was conferred upon 
Micanor. Lydia was intrusted to Clytus, and Cilicia was given to 
Philoxenes ; but as these extensive districts were all in the hands of 
Eumenes, they were to be reconquered before they could be pos- 
sessed. To Seleocns, who had performed an important service in 
quashing the late sedition in the army, was granted the splendid 
government of Babylonia, an object of the most eager desire, it is said, 
to that young and ambitious chief, who, of all Alexander's officers, 
best understood the views and appreciated the magnificent designs of 
his master. Media had formerly been granted to Python, but he had 
not yet entered upon the discharge of its duties. A native adventurer, 
in the meantime, seized the upper division of the province, inhabited 
by a race of hardy mountaineers, who flocked to his standard, and 
whose warlike propensities rendered them formidable even in the 
plains. The services of Arridans were rewarded with the satrapy of 
the Hellespontic Phrygia, vacant since the death of Leonoras, who had 
fallen in the Lamian war. 

The great object with the protector, in the circumstances wherein 
recent events had placed him, was evidently to subdue the refractory 
force of Eumenes, who being declared a public enemy, and affording 
at die same time an asylum to the adherents of Perdiccas, could be 
viewed in no other light than that of a powerful rebel. A large divi- 
sion of the army was accordingly committed to Antigonua, who was 
charged with the arduous task of reducing to submission the disaffected 
districts of Asia Minor. Meanwhile the commander-in-chief returned 
into Macedon, leaving his sou Cassander at the head of the cavalry, 
to co operate with the troops which were to act against Eumenes, 
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In the war which ensued for the conquest of Cappadotia, both B.C. 322. 
parties had reason to complain of treachery, and to guard against the iniufsnot 
stratagems of even their most confidential officers. Antipater had *■"«"»■ 
scarcely crossed the Hellespont on his way homeward, when he was 
admonished by Oassander of the disloyal ambition which already 
appeared to actuate the selfish mind of Antigonus, and of the necessity 
which existed either to watch bis motions very closely, or to reduce 
his power within narrower limits. Unwilling to entertain suspicions 
on the suggestions of a mere youth, Antipater used no other pre- 
caution than to withdraw a part of the army which served under 
Antigonus, and to replace it by a body of troops on whose dispositions 
a* could depend. 

On the side of Eumenes a treason still more dangerous infected the 
minds of several chiefs, and eventally exposed that able and faithful 
commander to a severe discomfiture, in a battle which was soon after- 
wards fought between him and Antigonus. This latter general 
baring taken the field with a large force, speedily brought the other 
to an engagement, in which he had previously insured success. Anti- 
goans had seduced the commander of his opponent's cavalry, as well 
•a several inferior officers of the foot, who deserted during the conflict, 
Emnenes, finding it impossible either to provide for his troops, or to 
■Met his rival on equal terms, came to the resolution of disbanding 
the greater part of them, and of shutting himself up with the re- Blockade of 
Minder in Nora, one of the stron ge s t fortresses in Cappadocia. The NoT *- 
place was immediately blockaded by Antigonus ; but this crafty chief, 
more intent on establishing bis own power than on serving his 
country, endeavoured rather to gain the vanquished leader to par- 
ticipate in his ambitious views, than to induce him to lay down 
the anna of rebellion. He proposed a conference with Emnenes ; in 
which, after explaining his intentions, and setting forth the terms on 
which he was willing to purchase the co-opeiation of so able a com- 
mander, be left no room for doubt that his main object was to seize 
upon the empire, and set Antipater at defiance. The reply of Eumenes 
was brief, but decisive. He declared that as long as he carried a niMh? or 
(word, he never would acknowledge a superior, except in the royal Bmm» 
house of Alexander. The interview being ended, the faithftil secre- 
tary returned to his fort, upon which the blockade was resumed with 
greater activity than before, without however producing any remark- 
able occurrence. 

Plutarch, who, with Didorus Siculus, is our principal authority in 
this part of the narrative, adds a variety of drcumstances with regard 
to the conference with Eumenes, which give it very much the air of a 
romantic fiction. He tells us, what is indeed very probable, that the 
klacedouians were extremely tlesirons to see the person of this ancient 
counsellor of Alexander — for that, after the death of Craterus, no one 
was go much talked of in the army as he ; but, he adds, Antigonus, 
■Earing lest they should offer him some violence, called to mem to 
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b. c. 322. keep at a distance ; and, as they still kept crowding in, he ordered 
them to be driven off with atones. At last, says the biographer, he 
took Eumenos in his arms, and holding the multitude in check with 
his guards, with some difficulty got him safe again into the castle. 
B. c. 320. The siege of Nora was not brought to a close when news arrived 
Andpttv that Antipater had paid the debt of nature at Macedon. Antigonus, 
who had been kept somewhat in awe by the high character of the 
regent,, was roused to indignation when he learned that the last act of 
R«reiicvof that statesman's life was to appoint Polysperchoti to the government 
ehoS! 1 ™" of the empire, and to commit to his charge the custody of the two 
kings, who appear to have resided at Pella ever since the death of 
Perdiccas. That Antigonus expected those important charges to 
devolve upon himself is evident from all his councils and actions, from 
the time that he was nominated lieutenant of Asia Minor; not to 
mention his proposals to Eumenes, nor his arbitrary conduct in the 
reduction of Pisidia, and certain strongholds in other parts of the 
peninsula, which he secured, obviously with the view of ulterior 
operations on a larger scale. Nor was he inclined to relinquish a 
prize on which he had set his heart, and which fortune seemed now 
to place within his reach. On the contrary, he had immediate 
recourse to the means which he had formerly employed to effect his 
objects, when moving in a humbler sphere ; and he attempted once 
more, by decisive movements in acting, and by deep dissimulation in 
consulting, to overpower his enemies and overreach his friends. 
Riw or In carrying on his designs he was supplied with an instrument 

c *"* od ' r - whose assistance he had the least reason to expect. Cassander, the 
son of Antipater, who had, as we 
have stated above, very early pene- 
trated the intentions of Antigonus, 
and who had, moreover, in disgust, 
actually retired from his situation as 
general of the horse in the Asiatic 
army, was now prepsred to court 
bis alliance by opposing the govern- 
ment of Polysperchon. The views 
of this young soldier were not lees 
ambitious than those of his supe- 
riors, which he was so forward to 
condemn; but, instead of arms, he 
had intended to accomplish his pur- 
pose by the insinuations of gal- 

- Jm . lantry, and the power of female 

intrigue. He had, some time pre- 
viously to the death of Antipater, gained the affections of the high- 
minded Enrydice, for whom he undertook to secure the appointment of 
regent in the behalf of her husband ; not doubting but that he himself, 
by means of the hold which he had upon her heart, would subee- 
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qoeutly obtain possession both of the lady and her delegated authority. B. C. 319. 
The discovery of this plot by Antipater ia Raid to have incensed him 
bo greatly against his son, that be bequeathed to him no share in the 
government ; the old general having contracted a strong antipathy to 
the interference of females in matters of state, for which he regarded 
them as totally disqualified both by talent and temper. To recover the 
ground which he bad lost, and to pave the way for future success, 
Cassajider did not think it unworthy of his character to apply to 
Antjgonna for assistance. Ia pursuance of the same views, he had 
also, before the news of his tamer's death could reach Greece, given 
secret orders to Nicanor, a zealous and enterprising officer, to take the 
command of the Macedonians who garrisoned the fortified harbour 
of Athens ; thereby seeming for himself an important stronghold, 
either to check the Athenians, or to invite their co-operation. 

Whilst Cassander was thus indirectly weakening the authority of JJJEJJ,^' 
Polysperchon, Antigonus had resorted to more open and effectual 
means to accomplish the same end. He passed through the greater 
part of Asia Minor, taking possession of the most important fortresses, 
placing in them governors devoted to his interests, and raising Urge 
sums of money, under the name of contributions. The smaller 
satraps, who could not fail to perceive his intentions, expressed their 
alarm, without being able to oppose any effectual resistance. Asander 
in Carta, and Arridams in the Leaser Phrygia, were gradually confined 
within narrow limits, and almost totally divested of power; whilst 
Clytus, who held the important province of Lvdia, was compelled to 
leave his government; and seek refuge with a tew ships in the 
presence of Porysperchon. Ephesns was next seized by Antigonus : 
in this city he almost immediately committed an act of open rebellion. 
Four ships having entered the harbour with six hundred talents, 
destined for the service of the empire, or, as some historians write, for 
the personal use of the kings and their establishment, the money was 
detained by order of the lieutenant-general, under the pretence of 
paying the army under his command. At this juncture of affairs he 
made another attempt on the fidelity of Eumenes, who was still shut 
up in the castle of Nora. His success, however, was not greater than 
on the former occasion ; for no consideration could induce the Cardian 
to entertain the friendship of Antigonas, or to listen to the terms 
which he so eagerly pressed upon nis acceptance, without first ob- 
taining from him a positive assurance that their joint services should 
be devoted to the support of the royal line. In one respect, indeed, 
this negotiation was attended with sn important result. The vigilance 
of the besiegers being somewhat relaxed, Eumenes seized a favourable p<*P» of 
opportunity, and escaped ; carrying with him his faithful adherents on riom Hon. 
swift-footed horses, which appear to have been kept and exercised 
within the fortress for this yery purpose. 

The projects of Cassander kept pace with the more serious designs 
of Antigonus; whilst the ends kept in view by these intriguing 
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B.C. 319. generals agreed in nothing but the extinction of royal authority, and 
Union of the humiliation of Polysperchon. Antigonas granted to bis youthful 
Anttpuim ally thirty-five galleys, and fonr thousand veterans ; trusting to bis 
Cawndir. impetuous character that they would not be long unemployed, and 
having sufficient confidence in his military skill to rest satisfied that 
they would materially distract the councils of the regent, and confine 
his principal cares to the European portion of the empire. 
B. c. 318. To thwart the designs of Anrigonas, which were no longer veiled 
Union or even with the appearance of patriotism or moderation, Polysperchon 
nnon^T found himself compelled to have recourse to measures, of which some 
Knnunai. were injudicious, and others positively hurtful. The only wise step 
which he took during this emergency was an alliance with Etunenes, 
whom, in the name of the kings, he appointed sole general of the 
army serving in Asia, and invested at the same tune with the uncon- 
trolled disposal of all the resources of the eastern empire. The pro- 
vincial governors were ordered to place themselves under his command, 
at the head of the largest force they could raise ; whilst the protector 
himself began preparations in Macedon, for conducting across the 
Hellespont the veteran soldiers of the royal army, with the view 
of completely quashing the rebellious spirit which Antigorms and his 
partisans had so industriously raised. 
Mn <r Desirous, by all possible means, to increase the popularity of his 

uiynifiu. cgjjge a t home, and to check the influence of Eurydice, who had still 
a powerful party in the army, Polysperchon advised the recal of 
Olympian, the mother of Alexander, into Macedon, where it was 
intended she should once more enjoy a share of that authority in the 
government, of which, during the regency of Anbpater, it bad been 
necessary to deprive her. He had soon reason to repent of this reao- 
lutiion ; for Olympias, Still untaught by events, and thirsting for 
revenge, returned to the Macedonian capital only to gratify her worst 
passions, and to disturb the tranquillity of private life. 
mtffacteor But of all the measures into which Polysperchon waa driven by the 
roniwehoD P ressore °f sflairs, none was more questionable than his weak attempt 
«u'bi<»Mng to re-establish the Hellenic popular government. Eager to retain the 
dmocncy. Greel[a jn uis j Dtereet , and to defeat the plans of Casaander, who had 
already anticipated him with regard to Athens, the regent published 
an edict for re-establishing democracy in all the states which owned 
the protection of Macedon ; reserving to himself in the very deed 
by which he granted this imaginary privilege the power of enforcing 
its stipulations, and of commanding obedience to the authority whence 
it proceeded. The policy of this step was, as we have already said, 
not less wicked than its effects were penurious ; bat as the object of 
it, according to the avowed intention of Polysperchon, waa to prevent 
the Greeks from co-operating with Antigonns in his meditated attack 
on the royal house, it must be admitted that to a certain extent be 
effected his purpose. The boon of democracy created such a degree of 
contention and popular licentiousness in most of the states, that the 
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arms of the citizens were for a time employed against one another, b.c. 313. 
Almost every individual, distinguished by rank or merit, was stripped 
of his property, banished, or pat to death ; the very lowest of the 
people having been instigated by the emissaries of (he protector to 
take vengeance on the rich, whom they chose to describe as the in- 
veterate enemies of their liberty and laws. 

The condition of Athens, controlled by the garrison in Mnnychia suu of 
under Nicanor, prevented the people of that city from partaking of the Albna - 
beoefita held out to them by Polysperchon. Impatient of the restraint 
so long imposed upon them by Macedonian soldiers, they sent re- 
peated embassies to the regent, entreating that he would send an army 
for their relief, expel the creatures of Cassander from their forts, and 
secure to them the free exercise of that species of administration with 
which he had beat pleased to favour the Grecian commonwealths. 
Polyspcrchou, whose views in this instance coincided with the wishes 
of the Athenians, sent a body of troops under the direction of his son 
Alexander ; whilst himserf, at the head of the royal guards, descended 
more slowly towards Attica, hoping to enjoy the fruits of victory 
in the establishment of a faction wholly devoted to his measures, 
as well, perhaps, as in the permanent occupation of the Mnnychia and 
tbePineua. 

No sooner, however, had the young Macedonian reached Athens, 
than his councils were moderated by the sensible advice of Phocion, 
who succeeded in convincing him that, in no respect whatever, would 
the restoration of democracy prove advantageous to that state ; but 
that it would, on the contrary, weaken at once the power of the laws, 
the security of property and life, and even the just influence of the 
regent himself. But the public feeling was already too much excited 
to admit of restraint, or to allow Alexander to deviate in any material 
degree from the course pointed out to him by his father. The demo- Popular 
critical party, emboldened by the presence of the army, summoned S71u«r 
the whole city, strangers, slaves, convicts, and outlaws, to attend * pmra- 
a national assembly, and there to give their votes respecting the form "'""" 
of government which it behoved them to adopt. The result could 
not be for a moment doubtful. Aristocracy was abolished, and a 
law immediately passed, condemning to exile or death any person 
who had held any share in the former administration ; penalties which 
a tt ached, in particular, to Conon, Phocion, Callimedon, and Pericles. 
Flight saved the greater number of the proscribed ; bat Phocion 
and a few others, hoping, by means of Macedonian interference, to 
save their country from absolute ruin, had recourse to Alexander, who, 
it would seem, was throughout averse to democratical ascendency. 
The events which immediately ensued are surrounded with some 
degree of obscurity. Phocion, and a Corinthian orator, named Dinar- 
chus, proceeded to meet Polysperchon ; but whether with the view of 
representing the grievances of the better order of citizens, or merely 
to solicit personal protection for themselves, is a point which neither 
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b. c 318. Diodorus nor Plutarch has stated with sufficient clearness. The latter 
author gives the detail of a trial which was got up by the regent, 
to gratify certain messengers sent by the popular party at Athena, 
who arraigned Phocion, and demanded justice on him and his par- 
tisans. The circumstances attending this solemn mockery were re- 
volting in the extreme, and only equalled by the ferocious conduct of 
the Athenian democracy when Phocion was sent back to them, as a 
victim to gratify their revenge. Some, on hia return, even proposed 
that he should be tortured. Finally, however, the sentence of death 
was unanimously carried, and the intrepid statesman was at once led 
forth to execution. His dignified and composed bearing never once 
forsook the veteran Athenian general ; while his last command to hia 
son, not to avenge his death upon the Athenians, was conceived in. 
Unjmt the noblest spirit of philosophy. After enduring every sort of eon- 
PhSJj^ 1 " tamely which unprincipled orators and an enraged multitude could 
inflict upon him, this excellent man was condemned to drink the juice 
of hemlock, after he had reached the eighty-fifth year of his age, and 
had been forty-five times elected general of the Athenian state. 
•JwraMBU Four days subsequent to this disgraceful occurraice, Casssndex 
thea T<P "' returned to Athens with the naval force granted to him by Antigonus ; 
and having fortified the Pirssus as well as the Munychia, kept the 
democratical citizens in awe, notwithstanding the presence of twenty- 
five thousand men, with the Asiatic accompaniment of sixty-five 
elephants. Polysperchon finding his large force useless in the blockade 
of a harbour, which could only be commanded from the sea, left his 
son before the town with a part of the army, and proceeded in person 
to reduce the Arcadian city Megalopolis, which refused to obey the 
royal edict for the establishment of democracy. The most vigorous 
efforts of his troops, aided by the physical strength of the elephants, 
were found utterly unavailing against the ingenuity and courage which 
were opposed to them by the townsmen. It was fortunate, therefore, 
for the military character of the protector, that an apology for hia 
sndden retreat into Macedon was afforded by the violent conduct of 
Olvmpias, who had already embroiled that part of the kingdom so 
seriously aa to endanger the life and power of the elder king. 
uid Before he left Attica, however, he sent Clytus, at the bead of a 

c *"™*™' powerful fleet, to assist Amd«us, the governor of the Leaser Phrygia, 
who still held his province under the royal warrant, and was conse- 
quently hard pressed by bis ambitious neighbour Antigonus, who 
was extremely desirous to possess that important key to the passage 
of tie Hellespont Cassander was not inattentive to this movement 
on the part of the enemy. Detaching what portion of the fleet he 
could spare from the Athenian harbours, he sent Nicanor in quest 
of Clytus, with orders to prevent any material diversion in favour of 
Sn-ogbt Arridfeus. The Thracian Bosphorus soon became the scene of a naval 
Ba^^^ battle, memorable alike for variety of success, and for its important 
consequences to the Macedonian empire. In the first act of this 
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bloody drama, Nicanor was defeated, about oiie-half of his ships B.C. 318. 
were taken, and the remainder were happy to find refuge in the 
neighbouring harbour of Chalcedon, directly opposite to Byzantium. 
Bat Antigonus, who at the head of an army watched the proceedings 
of both fleets, converted, to use the words of a modem historian, this 
heavy disaster into the means of signal and brilliant success. Having 
despatched proper agents to Byzantium, he collected, in the first part 
of the night, the small craft and merchantmen lying in that port. 
In these vessels, having hastily embarked the choicest of his light Emit or 
armed troops, he assailed before dawn the unsuspecting victors, who Hyiuu™. 
had presumptuously landed on the Thraciaa coast, encumbered and 
fatigued with the care of their booty and their prisoners. Clytus, 
unprepared to fight, ordered his men to fly to their ships. Part 
of them pat to sea, bat encountered there a new danger ; for Nicanor, 
whom Antigonus had reinforced with a select band of mariners, was 
ready for their reception. Their whole fleet was taken, except the 
admiral's galley ; and he himself, having landed on an obscure part of 
the Thracian coast, and attempting to escape secretly into Macedon, 
was put to death by some deserters, who sought to avenge their cause 
on the person of this unfortunate chief. 

The victory of Byzantium decided the fate of the Athenians, who b. c. 317. 
immediately surrendered to Cassander, on the simple conditions of s™i«oi 
retaining possession of their soil, their ships, revenue, and laws. The 
government of the city, and management of the finances, were con- 
fided to the wisdom of Demetrius Phatereas, who with much honour 
to himself, and great advantage to the commonwealth, continued in 
office daring the long period of ten years. 

Whilst the rival generals in Attica and Asia Minor were commit- RWiiry ,.; 
ting their claims to the arbitration of war, the two queens, Olympian ^j mpLu 
and Eurvdice, were likewise on the point of making an appeal to Emyaim. 
arms. We have already remarked that the latter princess, attached 
to Cassander by the bonds of an unlawful affection, laboured to second 
his views, as an aspirant to the supreme authority ; whilst Olympias, 
acting as the tool of Polysperchon, as well as in pursuance of her 
own ambitious projects, exerted the utmost force of intrigue in support 
of her grandson and his mother Roxana. Having acquired a mo- 
mentary ascendancy over the affections of the Macedonian soldiers, she 
compelled Eurydice and Arrhideeus her husband to seek safety in flight ; 
and afterwards, upon getting possession of their persons, she ordered 
them both to be despatched by assassins. The imbecile Arrhidasus, Hunferor 
who from respect to his father was usually called Philip, bad occupied * j'"**™ 
the throne of Macedon six years and four months ; a mere pageant of EuiyiiJcc. 
royalty when a public appearance was deemed necessary, and a mere B - c. 317. 
name used by his tutors when furthering their own views, or trans- 
acting the business of the empire. 

But the rage of the inexorable Olympias was not supported by an 
adequate force. The presence of Cassander in Macedonia, who flew 
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b. c. 317. thither to avenge the death of Eurydice, struck snch a panic into the 
HjffiZt* breast of the aged queen, that she immediately shut herself up in 
oijmpto. Pydna, carrying with her the young Alexander Mgaa, the interesting 
Roiana, and a large attendance of females of the first rank and 
quality. The strength of the fortress long resisted the impatience 
of Cassander. Famine at length, aiding his endeavours, reduced the 
garrison to the greatest extremity, and compelled even the stem 
Olvmpiaa to sue for terms. A trial followed her release from the 
miseries of a siege ; but the forms of justice in such a case are the 
mere instruments of power, and thus, although not regularly con- 
demned, she was soon after put to death. 
B.C. 316. The fall of Pydna rewarded the labours of Cassander, not only 
with the gratification which he received in the condemnation of Olym- 
pias, but also with the possession of the illustrious persona who had 
shared the fortunes of that celebrated queen. Alexander Mgaa, now 
the sole heir of the crown, Roxana his mother, Deidamia, daughter of 
the king of Epirtis, and Theasalonica, the youngest daughter of Philip 
of Macedon, and half-sister of the conqueror of Asia, fell into his 
bands as prisoners of war. The prince and his parent were sent to 
the castle of Amphipolis ; whilst Theasalonica, still more nearly con- 
nected with the royal house than the ill-feted Eurydice, waa selected 
by Cassander to be the instrument of his ambition, and the partner of 
MuriwBor his bed. The nuptials were celebrated in a style of the greatest mag' 
,1th nificccce; and the active governor chose to mark his accession to 

TiuKicmtta. power by building Cassandria, on the isthmus of Pallene, and by 

restoring to its ancient splendour the renowned city of Thebes. 
b.c. 321. Whilst these things were going on in Europe, similar ambitions 
projects were pursued in other parts of the empire by the several satraps 
into whose bands the largest share of power had fallen. Ptolemy, 
who had at an early period added Gyrene to his dominions, afterwards 
carried his arms into Syria, reduced the more important strongholds in 
the maritime provinces, took the city of Jerusalem, and sent into Egypt, 
as captives and slaves, more than a hundred thousand of the Jews. 
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After the death of Antipater, when the authority of the central b. c. 321. 
government was great] y relaxed, the satraps in all die remoter pro- su '*° ri)M 
vinces ceased to tarn their eyes towards Macedon, either for authority f " 0M ' 
or for approval Egypt had, in feet, become an independent sove- 
reignty; Babylonia, and the fine country of the Medea, no longer 
acknowledged any other ruler than Seleocos and Python ; and Anti- 
goons had, for some time, openly avowed the intention of rendering 
himself master of the whole of Lesser Asia. Eumenes, at the head of 
tbe royal army, was the only obstacle to occasion either delay or 
uncertainty in the accomplishment of this object ; and as tbe able 
general now named was merely tbe lieutenant of Polysperchon, an 
unpopular and unsuccessful viceroy, Antigonus found no difficulty in 
confederating against him the commanders of all tbe principal pro- 
vinces, whether in Asia or in Europe. It was therefore reserved for 
Eameoes, upon finding himself at liberty after his escape from Nora, 
to direct his single genius against the combined talents of Antigonos, 
Ptolemy, Seleucus, and even Python : the two latter, however little 
disposed they might be to second the ambitious designs of tbe 
satrap of Phrygia, could not permit themselves to obey the com- 
mands of the royal general ; because the king being a mere puppet in 
tbe hands of Polysperchon, the orders issued in his name were, in 
fact, the orders of the protector, or of his substitute at the head of the 
army. We are accordingly informed by Diodoras, that when Eu- 
menes, who had already recovered a great part of Syria from the 
grasp of Ptolemy, sent a message to Seleucus and Python, desiring 
them, in tbe name of the kings, to join him forthwith against Anti- 
goons, bringing with them the largest force they could raise, these 
governors replied that they were ready to assist tbe kings in their 
lawful wars, but that they would have no transactions witb himself, as 
being a person who had once been proclaimed a public enemy, and 
whose authority, even though be showed them tbe royal commission, 
in virtue of which he acted, they were determined not to acknowledge. 
Resolved to be independent of the protector, they found no difficulty 
in refusing obedience to his command when conveyed by his lieu- 
tenant, though that refusal evidently implied the abnegation of their 
allegiance, and even an overt act of rebellion. 

In stating the disadvantageous circumstances in which Eumenes noiiey «r 
was placed, we must not neglect to mention die reluctance which tum """- 
some of the high-minded nobles, who had fought under Alexander, 
manifested to obey the orders of a foreigner and a man of obscure 
birth. The battalion of Argyraspidea, or Silver-shields, joined his 
standard, indeed, in compliance with the royal mandate; but they 
could not conceal their scorn when they spoke of the Cardian general, 
who had carried an inkhom in the camps where they had gained the 
most splendid triumphs, Eumenes was aware of their prejudices, 
and adopted the following expedient in order to remove it. Plutarch, 
who is .our principal authority on this point, informs us that the 
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b. c. 321. general assured his officers that he had been favoured with a com- 
munication from Alexander, in a vision of the night, and that the 
deceased king, showing him a pavilion with royal furniture, and a 
throne in the middle of it, declared aloud j " That if they would 
hold their councils, and despatch business there, he would be with 
them, and prosper every measure and every action which commenced 
under his auspices." This apparition was readily believed by the 
superstitious Macedonians; and accordingly the two chiefs of the 
Argyrespides, Antigenes and Temamus, who had refused to wait 
upon Eumenes, or to receive his orders, expressed no further reluc- 
tance to appear before him in the pavilion of Alexander, and to 
participate in his councils. This symbol of royal power and divine 
influence was rebgiously conveyed from place to place wherever the 
army moved ; and whenever unforeseen difficulties occurred, or new 
measures were to be adopted, the "throne of Alexander'* was set up, 
a species of adoration was performed, and the warlike counsellors 
proceeded to deliberation in the faith that they were to be directed by 
the spirit of their invincible monarch. 
Antirau Antigonus had no sooner gained the ascendency in the west, by the 
™^ , ^ n destruction of the royal fleet under Clytus, than he determined to 
Ennunei. march in pursuit of Eumenes, who, in the mean time, had been 
successfully employing his arms in Phoenicia and Palestine. Not being 
in a condition to oppose the disciplined and numerous forces of his 
antagonist, Eumenes retreated towards the Euphrates ; sending mes- 
sengers before him to the several satraps, exhorting them to join his 
standard with their contingents, and prepare to defend the provinces 
committed to their care. 

Seleucus, who continued to command at Babylon, gave no en- 
couragement to Eumenes, and even attempted to obstruct his progress 
eastward. He inundated the camp of the royal general, by opening 
certain sluices in the Tigris, which poured its water over the adjacent 
country, then occupied by the Macedonians, and thns greatly endan- 
gered the whole army. Eumenes, however, found means to cross into 
Susiana, where he was strengthened with considerable supplies of 
arms and money ; resolving to consolidate his forces in that province, 
and to await the approach of Antigonus, who was already in Meso- 
potamia. 

Python, the governor of Media, was as little disposed as Seleucus 
to co-operate with the royal lieutenant in punishing the rebellion of 
Antigonus. On the contrary, he himself had just attempted not only 
to render his province independent of the regency, but even to 
Pons under add to it the smaller satrapies with which it was surrounded. In an 
Kum ™"" attack upon Parthia, he had shown so much cruelty, as well as 
ambition, that the neighbouring governors flew to arms, drove him 
from Media, and compelled him to seek for refuge, across the Tigris, 
in the court of Seleucus. This condition of things, so little expected 
by Eumenes, and apparently so unfavourable to his hopes of assistance, 
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ns nevertheless the means of bringing to his camp a considerable B. c. 317. 
body of active soldiers. The confederated satraps, who had driven 
away Python, were eager to secure the alliance of the royal general ; 
bang perfectly aware that the governor of Media, aided by the troops 
of Selencos, would soon make another attempt to recover his do- 
minions, and to indict a signal vengeance en those by whom he had 
been expelled. Actuated by these motives, Peucestes, the satrap of 
Persia, joined the standard of Eumenes, with thirteen thousand foot, 
and one thousand horse; Tlepolemrts of Carmania, Sibnrtius of 
Arachosia, and Stasander of Aria, brought about four thousand foot, 
and two thousand three hundred cavalry ; Androbazus, the deputy of 
Oxyartes, led from the heights of Paropamisus twelve hundred 
infantry and four hundred horsemen ; whilst Eudamos, who com- 
manded in the district which is watered by the Five Rivers, ad- 
vanced from the east with three thousand five hundred horse, and a 
formidable array of a hundred and twenty elephants. To these rein- 
forcements, more valuable for quality than number, Pencestes is B.C. 316. 
said to have afterwards added ten thousand Persian archers, sum- 
mooed by him from the rugged mountains which extend from the bay 
of Omnia. 

.Antigonus, informed of these occurrences, resolved in like manner ?««■ ond« 
to halt, and endeavour, by new levies, to render his force equal to AnU s onn "- 
that of his adversary. He was soon joined, in the neighbourhood of 
Babylon, by Python, who commanded fifteen hundred horsemen, and 
by a detachment from the army of Seleucns, who, anxious to remove 
the war from his own country, strongly recommended Antigonus to 
cross the Tigris, and beat up the quarters of Eumenes, in the fertile 
province of Snsiana. Eastward of the river now named there is 
mother large stream, called Coprates, over which Antigonus had, in 
like manner, to convey his army ; and here he sustained so severe a 
loss, inflicted upon him by an act of superior generalship on the part 
of his rival, that he deemed it expedient to decline a more decisive 
mens until he had again recruited and refreshed his army. 

For this purpose, he resolved, for the present, to leave Eumenes in 
undisturbed possession of Susiana, and to proceed northward into 
Media; where Python had still a considerable degree of influence, and 
where his partiaans could supply the means of subsisting his troops 
and conveying their stores. To effect this object, however, either a 
long or a very dangerous march was inevitable ; and, preferring the 
latter, be had to sustain a destructive warfare with the Cossteans, amid 
their mountain fastnesses ; who during nine days assailed his line bo 
successfnlly, that they killed a great number of his men, and com- 
pletely exhausted with fatigue and suffering, those who escaped with 
life. This foolish enterprise was undertaken, it is said, in imitation of 
Alexander, who determined to chastise rather than court the proud 
and savage mountaineers, who asked him to purchase a free passage 
through their narrow valleys — a practice first introduced bv the Persian 

To.] 
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316. kings, when leading their armies into the northern provinces of the 

empire. 
itou Could Eumenes have trusted to the disposition of hia army, be 
^J_ might have followed up with material success, the advantages which 
he had gained on the banks of the Copmtes. But no sooner was 
Antigonus out of their sight, than the Argyraspides involved the camp 
in dissension ; insisting that their commander should retrace his steps 
to Asia Minor, and seize the rich prize which the other had relin- 
quished ; whilst Peucestes and hia neighbouring satraps, who had 
joined the army after it had crossed the Tigris, maintained the policy 
of defending the more important provinces of the east, and particularly 
the imperial district of Persis ; upon which, they predicted, Antigonus 
would be ready to pour down with resistless fury, after having re- 
paired his strength in Media. Eumenes, yielding to the counsel of the 
latter, directed hia march towards Peraepolia ; in the vicinity of which, 
Peucestes entertained the army with a splendid festival, the object of 
which, however, was not so much to reward their exertions against 
the invader of Asia, as to seduce their affections from their great and 
faithful commander. Eumenes foresaw the plot, and defeated it 
Having forged letters, as if written by Orontes, who was the governor 
of Armenia, and a warm friend to the satrap of Perms, he caused them 
to be read aloud, stating, "That the kings and Poiysperchon bad 
folly re-established their authority in Europe; that Caasander their 
moat formidable enemy was dead ; and that a Macedonian army had 
crossed the Hellespont to co-operate with the exertions of a general, 
in whose courage and conduct the lawful successors of Alexander con- 
tinued to repose the utmost confidence." This stratagem produced 
the desired effect : Eumenes was confirmed in authority, and one of the 
seditious satraps was obliged to consult his safety by a sudden flight. 
Confidence was hardly restored, when news arrived at the camp 
uaud ^ at -Antigonus had begun his march from Media, and was already on 
mm. the frontiers of that province. Eumenes, although his health was 
somewhat impaired by fatigue or intemperance, made immediate pre- 
parations for meeting his enemy ; and, in the space of twenty roar 
hours, brought hia vanguard within sight of the hostile camp, at the 
foot of the ParEetacene mountains. A variety of manoeuvres preceded 
the battle, which, in the eyes of both armies, had now become inevit- 
able; for each general, knowing the talents and resources of his 
adversary, put in exercise all the devices which science and a matured 
experience could suggest, for securing victory, or diminishing the evils 
of defeat. The conflict was severe and the success various. The 
fortune of the day was first determined in favour of Eumenes ; but an 
opportunity whic h presented itself, was instantly seized by Antigonus, 
who, with the skill and presence of mind characteristic of the officers 
formed in the school of Alexander, attacked an exposed part of the 
enemy's line, and completely checked their ardour in pursuing their 
momentary advantage. The fruit of this masterly movement was dis- 
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plajed in the facility with which Antigonus was enabled to withdraw B. G. 316. 
his army from the Persian frontier, and reoccupy the commodious 
quarters afforded him by Python, in the rich plains of Gamorga, a 
■own of Media. 

After the interruption occasioned by the whiter, Antigonus endea- 
voured to surprise the royal general, by performing in the greatest 
secrecy, a forced march of nine days, through a country, hilly, barren, 
and difficult. Information, forwarded by a peasant, saved the army of 
Eumenes, who, in the course of a few hours, made such able arrange- 
ment! as set his indefatigable rival at defiance. In this crisis, the 
merit of the commander only excited the envy of the satraps who 
served under him ; and though in the presence of an enemy, and in 
the expectation of an eventful battle, Peucestes, who had been dis- Conipiiuy 
appointed in a former plot, conspired with Teutamus, a turbulent Jjjjjj^ 
chief, to take away the life of Eu- 
meues, as soon as he should have 
conquered the opposing army. The 
conspiracy was revealed to him by 
some of the other generals who had 
been invited to accede to it ; and 
who, says Plutarch, were restrained 
from taking a share in that diabolical 
measure, not by the affectionate 
duty which they owed to Eumenes, 
hot merely through fear of losing, 
by his death, the money which they 
bad lent to him at high interest 
The effect on the mind of that great 

commander was deep and dia- AnUjonai. 

treasing. Lamenting that it was 

his hard lot to live among wild beasts, he retired in low spirits to his 
tent, where he wrote his testament, and burned such of his papers 
u might have endangered those who had given him secret intelligence, 
or corresponded with him on matters of state policy. Regardless of 
the consequences to himself, he determined still to resist Antigonus, 
the enemy of his master's house ; and in pursuance of this resolution, 
be went forth with a cheerful countenance to inspect his troops, and 
make arrangements for his last conflict with that unprincipled satrap. 

The details of the battle are known to every reader of ancient V^w <* 
history ; and can only be interesting to those who wish to compare the a " mm - 
Hctics of the Macedonians with the art of war as practised in modem 
tones. The armies were considerable, both for their number and the 
quality of the troops ; that under Eumenes amounting to thirty-six 
thousand seven hundred foot, six thousand horse, and a hundred and 
ftorteen elephants; and the other consisting of twenty-two thousand 
foot, nine thousand cavalry, with a body of Median skirmishers, and 
sixty -five elephants. 

82 
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ii. c. 316. The Argyraspides and the phalanx gained an easy victory over the 
foot soldiera of Ad ti gonna. Not one of the battalions couid sustain 
the shock, and most of them were cut to pieces ; but the cavalry were 
more successful, and by their bravery and perseverance contributed 
not a little to equalize the fortune of the combat. As the engagement 
took place in a sandy soil, the motion of the horses raised such a cloud 
as prevented either party from seeing beyond a few paces ; a circum- 
stance which suggested to Antigonus, the propriety of attacking the 
enemy's baggage, which was slenderly guarded by a body of raw 
troops, at a little distance from the scene of action. The device suc- 
ceeded beyond all expectation ; for the brave Phalangites and Silver- 
shields, as soon as they found that their property, their wives and 
children, and all that they held dear upon earth, were ravished from 
them at the moment when they imagined themselves in possession of 
a great victory, broke out into the most violent insubordination, and 
actually turned their anna against their own general. It was in vain 
for Eumenes to exhort them to return but once more to the charge, 
and they would recover everything they had lost, and amply revenge 
their momentary grief on the vanquished enemy. The haughty Argy- 

H*n T >lof raspides would not listen. Treachery, too, it is obvious, was at work; 

Eummv. f or p enceB tes had already left the field, with all the troops that be 
could induce to follow him : and now, to complete the disgrace of the 
whole army, it was proposed by the seditious and faithless satrap 
Teutamus, to conciliate the victorious Antigonus, by giving up into 
his hands the person of their gallant commander. The suggestion was 
acted upon : and Eumenes, alter being seized like a felon, and bound 
with his own belt, was delivered up to his implacable enemy who had 
long thirsted for his blood. As he was carried through the Mace- 
donian phalanx, on his way to the camp of Antigonus, the unfortunate 
general is said to have addressed the soldiers, entreating them to 
despatch him. " Kill me, soldiers,'' he exclaimed, " kill me yourselves, 
I conjure you in the name of all the gods ; for though I perish by the 
hand of Antigonus, my death will be as much your act as if I had 
fallen by your swords. ' 

Eomtim pot He was soon afterwards deprived of life in prison, in the forty-fifth 

utdsth. year of his age; after having served Philip and Alexander, in the 
honourable capacity of secretary about twenty years, and fought for 
the royal house after every other general of rank had begun to esta- 
blish his own interests, on the ruins of allegiance and fidelity. Nor 
were his excellent qualities confined to military skill and unimpeach- 
able honour. He was also an elegant scholar, evincing by his writings 
a pure taste and the most exalted moral feeling, an ardent philan- 
thropy and a steady friendship. A strong proof of the favour with 
which Eumenes was regarded by Alexander, is to be found in the 
fact, that, notwithstanding the enmity of Hephtestion, Eumenes con- 
tinued to maintain his ground in the affections of the Macedonian 
prince. Though employed in the specific office of secretary both of 
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Philip and bis son, he was by the latter intrusted with important B.C. 316. 
military commands, and ultimately appointed to the post of com- 
mander of a cavalry brigade. A collection of his letters is said to 
have been preserved till the second century of the Christian era ; afford- 
ing ample proof that the eulogies conferred on bia character by ancient 
biographers and historians, were fully merited by the uniform tenour 
of his life, and by the liberal, manly tone of sentiment which adorned 
his principles and animated his writings. In his death, the royal 
house of Hacedoo lost one of the greatest ornaments of its court, in its 
best and proudest days, and one of its most faithful supporters, in the 
lowest ebb of its power. 1 

Aktiqontjs, Protector of Asia. 

It was in the first year of the hundred and sixteenth Olympiad 
(b.c. 316), that Antigonus thus rid himself of the formidable oppo- 
sition so long directed against him by Eumenes. At this period, 
Polyspercbon was still nominally protector of the empire, and tutor 
of the young king Alexander JEgua; bat after the triumph of Gas- 
aander over the partisans of Olympias, and the marriage of that general 
with Thessalonica, the power attached to bis office was utterly 
annihilated, and he found himself compelled to retire into Pelopon- n<rtitor 
nesua, where he appears to have exercised, duriug several years, SS^** 
a very limited authority among the remaining adherents of the royal 
cause. In the East, again, there was no longer any one to represent 
the youthful monarch, or even to maintain his rights in the name of 
deputy to his protector. The privilege of governing was now deter- 
mined by the sword ; and Antigonus, being at the head of the largest 
army, assumed the protectorship of Asia, which he knew none of his 
rivals were in a condition at that moment to dispute with him. 

Having gained an accession to his forces from the discomfited army Mnma of 
of Eumenes, the new governor of the East returned into Media to ^"p"™' 
concert measures for the stability of bis power in the surrounding pro- 
vinces. To avoid the snare which had proved fatal to the renowned 
general whom he had lately put to death, be resolved, in the first 
place, to break up the celebrated battalion of the Argyraspides, who 
bad .shown too great a disposition to interfere in political arrange- 
ments; and, secondly, to despatch the turbulent Python, whose 
ambition and treachery had undermined not only the rigid government 
of Perdiccas, but also the mild and loyal sway of the unfortunate 
Eumenes. The former part of this intention he realized by sending 
the gallant Silver-shields on severe service, where their strength would 

' " De quo," bsjb NepoE, " quanta fnerit omnium opinio wirum qui port Alcj- 
andumi Maguum, regcs innt appelkti, ex hoc facile potest jndieari, quod nemo, 
EametM vivo, rex appellator eat, led prtefecttu. lidem post hujue occaaom statim 
ngirao. omrtnm nomenque iumpseruut ; Deque quod initio predicirant, h Alei- 
andri Uteris regnurn aertare, id prartare voluerunt, M, uno propngnatare aublato, 
quid aentirent aparnenint." 
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B. c 316. be wasted by fatigue and privation ; and where, in tact, that famous 

J^ij^! h " band of veterans to which Alexander owed so much of bis success, 

pioM, was ultimately worn down, without ever revisiting their native country. 

As to Python, he was at length made the dupe of that atrocious deceit 

which he had so frequently practised against others. Autigonos had 

heard of his projects for recovering Media ; but affecting to disbelieve 

such reports against a faithful partisan, he invited him to join his 

standard, giving him reason to expect a still higher reward for his 

services than the province from which he had been recently expelled. 

Pl 5°[L pW The ambitions satrap complied, joined the camp of Antigonus, and 

™ ' was immediately accused, condemned, and put to death. 

The next measure pursued by the self-appointed protector was to 
reduce the power of Peucestes, who had repaired to his camp after 
the battle with Eumenes, at the head of his ten thousand Persian 
bowmen. Antigonus having accompanied him to Pasaxgaik, the 
capital of his province, chose to take offence at the popularity with 
which the satrap was everywhere received, and immediately super- 
seded him, by nominating to the government of Persis his own faithful 
tool Asclepiodorus, After this stretch of authority, to which the 
Orientals seem formed by nature to submit, Antigonus was pleased to 
confirm iu their satrapies the governors placed in the more remote 

Cof the empire ; sending friendly letters to the rough old chieftain, 
tea, the father of Roxana, as well as to Stasander and Tlepole- 
mus, the rulers of Bactria and Caramania, though their armies had 
served against him under the standard of Eumenes. He was, more- 
over, induced to add Susiana to the province of Babylon, under the 
government of Seleucus, to whom also he forthwith proceeded to pay 
a friendly visit on the banks of the Euphrates. When at Susa, the 
commander of the citadel, following the orders of Seleucus, presented 
to the protector the keys of that fortress ; from which, as being one 
of the chief treasuries of the empire, he carried away with him the 
very considerable sum of fifteen thousand talents. 
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At Babylon he was received by the governor with the greatest B.C. 315. 
magnificence. Royal presents were made to him, and his whole army 
was splendidly entertained. But amidst all these demonstrations of 
friendship, there was hatred on the one side and fear on the other. 
Seleucua soon perceived that the fate of Python or of Peucestes 
awaited him, and that bis safety could only be secured by flight. With 
about forty horsemen, accordingly, on whose speed and fidelity he 
mold depend, he set oat for Egypt, to throw himself on the protection 
of Ptolemy ; and, after travelling with the utmost expedition not less 
than nine hundred miles, he arrived at Alexandria, already become the 
capital of the flourishing country to which it belonged. Ptolemy re- 
ceived the fugitive governor with open arms, and entered readily into Allium or 
all his views, whether of reprisals or of mutual defence ; for policy SfiHJ" "" I 
dow combined with personal regard in the breast of the Egyptian 
governor, to dictate vigorous measures against the monstrous ambition 
and atrocious cruelties of Antigonus, who obviously grasped at uni- 
versal empire. The proposal of Seleucua, therefore, to send an embassy 
to Cassander and LysJmachns was warmly seconded by bis host, who 
likewise joined with him in arraigning the tyranny of die protector, as 
the common enemy of all who were invested with power. 



Ptolemy Sulci. Rarenln.i 

Antigonus, meanwhile, having committed the provinces recently Negot; 
held by Seleucus to Python, the son of Agenor, and having drawn of Anti 
from the fortress of Huinda, and other treasuries in the East, upwards 
of twenty thousand talents, found himself prepared either for war or 
negotiation. Knowing that his lieutenants in Asia Minor had lost 
ground during his absence beyond the Euphrates, he was desirous to 
gain, in the first instance at least, sufficient time for re-establishing his 
ascendency in that important part of the empire, by subduing Asander, 
the governor of Caria, who had continually refused to acknowledge his 

1 Berenice, the third wife of Ptolemy Soter, became the mother of Ptolemy 
PhiUdelphun ind of AJfiinoe, the wife of LyaJmachus. 
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b.c. 316. government With this view he sent ambassadors to Ptolemy, Cas- 
sander, and Lysiraschus, desiring a continuance of their friendship, 
and explaining in the most plausible manner possible bis proceedings 
at Babylon and Pasargada. The confederated satraps, anxious to 
avoid war, or desirous to procure for themselves the praise of mode- 

Dcmudi ration, met his proposals with a statement of terms, which he was 
t, requested to view as the price of their amity, and, perhape, of their 
forbearance. Ptolemy insisted that hia right to Syria should be 
acknowledged, and he also joined with Seleucus in die demand that 
the latter should be restored to his provinces on the Tigris. Cassander 
declared himself satisfied with Macedon and Greece, provided he re- 
ceived a share of the money abstracted by Antigonus from the royal 
treasuries, a condition which was likewise urged by all the other con- 
tracting powers. Lysimachus, the ruler of Thrace, required that the 
Lesser Phrygia should be annexed to bis dominions, that he might be 
enabled to command both sides of the Hellespont; whilst Asander, 
who had acceded to the confederacy on the approach of Antigonus, 
stipulated that he should be allowed to retain bis conquests in Lycia 
and Cappadocia. 

Ropiy of These conditions suited neither the temper nor the ulterior objects 

Antigonra. f ^ ambitions protector; and he is said, accordingly, to have dis- 
missed the envoys with the following brief reply, addressed to their 
masters in common ; — '' That he was actually marching against Pto- 
lemy, and after he had settled his differences with that satrap, be 
would proceed in due time to deal with his perfidious and insolent 
confederates." " This transaction," says Gillies, " though conducted 
with little formality, was attended with momentous consequences, 
whether we regard the vastness of their extent, or the length of their 
duration. In Antigonus's answer to the embassy of the allied princes, 
the knot was tied of a memorable drama, involving the fortunes of 
mankind from the Adriatic to the Indus, and from the frozen banks of 
the Danube to the scorching sands of Libya. The conflict, after being 
maintained a dozen years, with no less dexterity than energy, termi- 
nated in the establishment of four independent monarchies, Syria, 
Egypt, Thrace, and Macedon, whose transactions with each other, and 
with foreign nations, until their successive reduction under the Parthian 
and Roman power, serve to impress some of the most useful lessons 
and salutary warnings that are to be found in the whole series of an- 
cient or modem history." 

Kia pra- Antigonus lost no time in attempting to realize his threatenings. 

JJ2™ He marched into Syria and Phoenicia, which, with the exception of 
Tyre, Gaza, and Joppa, the three principal strongholds on the coast, 
offered no material resistance. He next proceeded to restore his navy, 
which had been greatly reduced in the war with Asander, in order 
that he might be able to cope with the fleets of Greece, and particu- 
larly with that of Egypt, which, under the wise government of Pto- 
lemy, had become the largest and beat equipped of any in those sees. 
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The war was soon transferred to Lesser Asia, where the satrap of B.C. 315. 
Caria continued a brave resistance to the arms of Antigonus, in which 
he was greatly assisted by the Egyptian fleet, under Polycleitus and 
Seleucus. But Asunder was at length compelled to yield to the over- 
whelming force which was brought against him from all quarters, and 
directed by the consummate skill of the protector himself. The views 
of the conqueror were next turned to the state of Greece, the greater 
part of which was still subservient to Macedoo, and aided its power. 
By means of his emissaries, who carried large sums of money into that 
country, Antigonus not only formed a strong party in Peloponnesus, 
which was in some measure under the influence of Polysperchon and 
his son Alexander, but even stirred up several of the barbarous tribes 
of JUtolians, Epirots, and Triballians, to wage a direct war with the 
Macedonians, and thereby to further his intentions against Cassander, 
a principal ally of Ptolemy and Seleucus. He artfully enlisted on his 
aide, too, the better feelings of the Macedonian people themselves, by 
representing Cassander as the assaasin of their royal family, and by 
denouncing vengeance upon him unless he instantly delivered from 
confinement the young Alexander Mgas and his mother Roxana. 

These professions, seconded by some political concessions in favour 
of the republics, and also by the gallant conduct of his nephew Pto- 
lemy, effected such a revolution in favour of Antigonus, that he Anally 
succeeded in stripping Cassander of alt his possessions in Greece, with 
the exception of Thessaly, and in reducing his military resources within 
very narrow limits. In Thrace, likewise, the arms of the protector 
were crowned with the most flattering success. Lysimachus had ac- suuorthr 
ceded to the confederacy against him, and had even, whilst his arms ™m«««. 
were employed in Asia Minor, made a 
descent into the Hellespontian Phrygia. 
To revenge these aggressions, Antigo- 
nus stirred up the barbarous tribes 
which occupy the Thracian mountains 
to assail his establishments in the north, 
and, at the same time, seduced from 
their allegiance the Grecian cities on 
the Euxine, which this satrap, after 
the example of Ptolemy, had founded 
for the purposes of commerce. At 
this juncture, in short, the protector 
might have consolidated his power on a 
broad and lasting basis, had he listened 
to any other counsellor than his ambi- 
tion. Syria was completely subdued, pnatiiu poikmam. 
for Tyre had already surrendered to the 

skill and perseverance of his son Demetrius, after a blockade of four- 
teen months. Greece was wholly in his power; the sattap of Mace- 
don baring no longer either money or boons sufficient to control the 
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b. o. 315, ascendency of the two factions which had been recently formed in 
that country. Thrace was kept at bay by the internal commotions 
so artfully excited in it ; as well as by the savage hordes which dwelt 
on the Danube, and which incessantly threatened to inundate with 
their countless multitudes the more fertile fields which stretch along 
the Euxioe. Ptolemy, the most formidable of his enemies, had, ever 
since his accession to the government of Egypt, manifested a strong 
desire for peace ; being obviously unwilling to suspend, upon the hazard 
of a protracted warfare, the improvement of the very important pro- 
vince which had fallen to his charge. 
They »iih Influenced by these circumstances, as well, perhaps, as by a sincere 
rorpra. wian to promote ^ tranquillity of the empire at large, die confede- 
rates made known to Antigonus their desire to listen to terms for a 
general pacification. His late successes, however, had opened to him 
the most ambitious views. He hoped to be able to reduce his 
rivals, one by one, to an unconditional submission, and was, on that 
account, altogether averse to shackle himself with treaties, which 
he could not afterwards break, without incurring much odium and 
suspicion. With a degree of honesty, therefore, greater than the 
wisdom or moderation of the policy which he thought proper to 
Antipmiu pursue, he declined all negotiation ; leaving to the confederate chiefs 
''"'ttaiion. *^ e alternative of yielding to his ambitious designs, or of seeking 

redress in an appeal to arms. 
B.C. 312. . The Bret blow was struck by Ptolemy. Aware of the aspiring 
views and insatiable ambition of Antigonus, he had spared no pains in 
increasing the number of bis ships, and in adding to the skill and dis- 
cipline of his sailors. Having completed the conquest of Cyprus, be 
made from that island a descent on the coasts of Syria and Cilicia ; in 
both of which provinces he reduced several towns, enriching his army 
with an immense booty, and a great number of captives. Demetrius, 
the son of the protector, a youth of much spirit and military talent, 
had been appointed to govern Syria, upon its being wrested from the 
bauds of Ptolemy. Impatient of the insult inflicted upon him by the 
plundering of so many cities, and the reduction of several important 
fortresses, he took the field with a considerable force to chastise the 
Egyptian governor and bis predatory bands, Ptolemy, who had like- 
wise raised a powerful army, marched his troops across the desert, 
from Pelusium to Gaza, and presented himself in the territory of De- 
metrius, ready to dispute with him the palm of victory, as well as the 
possession of his valuable province. 
victory at The battle which followed added to the renown of Ptolemy and 
ItSta™^ Seleucus, who gained a complete victory over the brave but rash son 
Qw. of Antigonus. The numerical force of the armies engaged was nearly 

equal, amounting to about twenty-five thousand on each side ; but the 
caution and science displayed by the generals of Alexander, gave a 
decided preponderancy to the standard of Egypt, and added immensely 
to the discomfiture inflicted on their youthful antagonist. Demetrius 
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lost about five thousand horsemen killed in the field, together with B.C. 312, 
eight thousand foot soldiers who were taken prisoners; and as the 
fugitives, who directed their flight to Gaza, were so hotly pursued that 
the troops of Ptolemy entered the gates together with them, the whole 
baggage and treasures belonging to the army, as well as a great num- 
ber of captives, were added to the spoils gained by the victors, and 
served as trophies to commemorate their success. 

A remarkable circumstance, mentioned both by Diodorus and Pin- o«a«nity 
birch, adds somewhat to the celebrity of this fight, and affords, at the 0,Pull ™5 r ' 
same time, an interesting and rather characteristic view of the mental 
qualities of Demetrius. Upon sending a herald to Ptolemy, soliciting 
the usual permission to bury the slain, he was surprised to find that 
not only the boon which he had asked was granted, but that bis camp 
equipage and personal effects were restored, and also, what he valued 
much more, his few surviving friends who had Men into the hands of 
the enemy. A message, too, from the victorious general, still farther 
increased his amazement. " Tell the youth," said Die noble companion 
of Alexander, " that with the son of my old friend and ancient partner 
in arms I contend only for glory and empire." Demetrius received 
the kindness with becoming grace ; but he prayed to the gods that 
they would put it in his power to relieve himself from a burden of 
gratitude, which he felt oppressive, as being imposed by an enemy of 
his rather. 

The consequences of the defeat at Gaza were not a little disastrous codh- 
to the interest of Antigonus in Syria; and they became somewhat ] ^, cl ^ J ° f ( , ( 
more momentous than they would otherwise have been, inasmuch as Qua. 
they afforded to Seleucus an opportunity of returning to Babylon, and 
of resuming possession of his fine province. In the meantime, the 
principal cities on the shores of the Mediterranean opened their gates 
to Ptolemy ; and Tyre, the most important of them all, soon declared 
for the same cause, and compelled its governor Andronicus to sur- 
render. Having, therefore, placed garrisons in the chief fortresses, 
and committed the greater part of his army to Giles, with orders to 
prosecute the war against Demetrius, the ruler of Egypt returned to 
Alexandria, in order to resign himself to the more agreeable pursuits 
of internal improvement, navigation, and commerce. 

Cilles proved unequal to the charge reposed in him. Allowing 
himself to be surprised by Demetrius, who had performed a wonderful 
march over a large portion of Asia Minor, whither he had gone to 
recruit his army, be was totally defeated with the loss of seven 
thousand prisoners. It is said that, when Antigonus heard of the 
reverse experienced by his son, he exclaimed. ** Ptolemy has indeed 
beaten boys, but he shall soon have to do with men :" and it is pro- 
bable that the protector himself meant forthwith to march into Syria 
to repair the losses which his cause had sustained. Demetrius, how- Sncaa nd 
ever, entreated that he might be allowed to try his fortnne once more, Gjjjjjj* 
as he was still confident of success. His father complied ; and the 
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b.c. 312. youth accordingly, proceeding towards Syria with a degree of speed 
and secrecy not surpassed by Alexander himself, appeared in the heart 
of that province, before the Egyptian lieutenant was aware of bis 
approach, and redeemed bis pledge by defeating the best soldiers of 
Ptolemy. The young victor, finding himself dow in possession of a 
large booty, seven thousand prisoners, the person of the commander, 
and all the furniture of the camp, called to mind at once the conduct 
of the Egyptian sovereign, and his own prayer to the gods in relation 
to it He resolved, therefore, immediately to said back Giles, who was 
the friend as well as the general of Ptolemy, together with all the 
officers of distinction who were in his hands, loaded with presents, 
and charged with expressions of respect for their warlike master. 
Hatmt or The defeat of his lieutenant induced Ptolemy to withdraw his army 
cioitmy, ^ om Syjy^ ^3 Antigonus was himself advancing towards that 
country, it no longer appeared possible to protect the extensive line of 
coast exposed to his attack; and the same reason rendered itnecessary 
for the Egyptian government to strengthen their frontier towns, and 
repair their fortifications on the banks of the Nile. 
A«nm- The army of Ptolemy was accompanied in its retreat by a vast 

ttaJnib number of the Syrians, and particularly of the Jews, who, wearied of 
revolutions, and apprehensive of still more alarming changes, preferred 
to their own country the tranquil residence of Alexandria, already 
become a considerable and very flourishing capital. The emigrants 
rose into reputation and some degree of authority under the mild 
administration of the Grecian sovereigns ; and it was from them that 
Hecabeus collected materials for his history of the Jewish nation — a 
work composed under the patronage of Ptolemy, and repeatedly men- 
tioned by subsequent authors as a performance of great talent and 
impartiality. We need not add teat it has long been numbered 
among those valuable productions of antiquity which no industry can 
restore ; the loss of which is deplored as well from the feeling of 
their great importance, as from the impossibility of finding an adequate 
substitute. 

Preparatory to his meditated invasion of Egypt, Antigonus deter- 
mined to subdue the migratory tribes of Arabs, who claimed possession 
of the desert which divides that country from Syria. Descended 
from Ismael, through his eldest son Nabaioth, the ancient people now 
alluded to are known to have carried on, daring many generations, a 
trade in spices, and other eastern products, between Egypt and the 
western provinces of Asia; deriving a hardy subsistence from the 
milk of their camels and sheep, aided by the honey and wild fruits, 
which are occasionally found scattered over the wilderness. In a 
large cavern at the rock Petra, the Nabattueans were wont to deposit 
their myrrh and frankincense, to be afterwards conveyed to the markets 
of Phoenicia or of Egypt, whence they were again distributed to 
merchants from more distant countries, who thereby supplied with the 
luxuries of Arabia, or even of Hindostan, the dwellers on the Caspian, 
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tbe Danube, and the Tiber. Accustomed to a life of great freedom, B.C. 312. 
the Iamaelitea dreaded nothing so much as dependence; and their 
contempt of danger was only equalled by the fear with which they 
inspired all their neighbours. 

Such is the character of the wandering people whom Antigonus aummu. 
thought it expedient to subdue in order to facilitate his operations K^SatiiMnt, 
against Egypt. Having committed to Atheraeus a large body of 
horse and foot, he despatched him to attack tbe rock Petra, at a time 
when the greater part of the tribe were absent, engaged in the pursuits 
of traffic The surprise succeeded; the rock was taken, and the 
victors, loaded with treasure, prepared to return to Gaza. But a 
signal reverse awaited them. The Nabathajan merchants, informed of 
what had taken place, urged their dromedaries across the desert with 
such incredible swiftness, that they overtook the Macedonian plunderers 
before they could reach the Syrian plain ; and attacking them in the «pd '■ 
night with all the fury of incensed savages, put them all to the sword, !Lfai«i by 
with the exception of about fifty horsemen, who escaped covered with " l " B ■ 
wounds. 



A second expedition was undertaken against those formidable u™iiuot 
Arabs, and placed under the command of Demetrius, whose youthful °* - *?tS™* 
ardour, ming ling with motives of policy, impelled him to a task which NiMIhu. 
could not. fail to appear equally hazardous and romantic The rock 
Petra, on this occasion, was emptied of its treasures, and strongly 
defended by intrepid warriors. The son of Antigonus led his men to 
the assault; but making no impression on the rude fortress, and 
having lost a great number of his followers, he found it necessary 
to draw off the remainder, and prepare for the attack on a larger scale. 
Next day, when about to renew his attempt, he was addressed from 
the rock by a Nabathasan chief, who remonstrated with him on the 
Jolly of invading a territory where neither honour nor advantage was 
to be obtained. " Our country is burnt with the sun, and is barren 
and desolate. We alone are born to inhabit it, because we prefer 



270 Alexander's successors. 

b. c. 312. freedom to all other enjoyments. So deeply rooted is our love of in- 
oMfcT* dependence, that should you enthral our bodies, you never coold 
N»b*ihnui subdue our minds. All that you could obtain by conquest would be 

a few obstinate spiritless slaves, incapable of enduring any other form 

of society than that in which, from the very earliest times, they have 

constantly continued to live." 



Diodorns, who puts the above speech in the mouth of the Arab 
patriarch, goes on to inform bis readers, that it produced such an effect 
on the mind of the Macedonian captain, as to determine him to 
relinquish the object of bis expedition, to accept of some presents and 
hostages, and retrace his steps towards the Dead Sea. 

This petty and unsuccessful warfare was the means of saving Egypt 
from the horrors of invasion. When Demetrius returned to his fattier 
in Syria, it was only to be informed that Cassander and Lysimachus, 
in the west, had again become formidable, and that Seleucus, in the 
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east, bad already recovered the province of Babylonia and defeated the B.C. 312. 
governors of Media and Persia, 

We have already stated that Seleucus had availed himself 
so far of the defeat inflicted on Demetrius at Gaza, as to march 
through the Syrian desert, with about a thousand infantry and three 
hundred horse, which were confided to him by Ptolemy, with the 
view of relieving Babylon from the tyranny of Antigonus, and of re- 
establishing himself in his former government. The success of this 
enterprise exceeded his most sanguine hopes. The strongholds opened in Ocubs. 
their gated at his approach; the troops revolted from their com- b. c. 312. 
manders and flocked to join his standard; and the populace of the 
great city poured out to meet him, rending the air with acclamation 
and shouts of triumph. 

Evagoras, the governor of Persia, and Nicanor, the governor of victory of 
Media, aware that their power depended on that of Antigonus, made B * 1 *uem. 
haste to unite their forces, 
in order to check the pro- 
gress of Seleucus. This 
last commander, who had 
learned under Alexander 
the importance of despatch 
in the commencement of 
a war, met his adversaries 
on the east bank of the 
Tigris ; where, attacking 
their camp in the night, 
be gained a victory so 
complete that only one of 
the satraps, with a few 
followers, escaped de- 
struction by flying into 
the desert; while Eva- 
goras lay dead on the field, 
and all the treasures of 

both provinces, together with several thousand Macedonian soldiers, 
fell into the hands of the conqueror. 

Accession ow the Seleucidj:. 

This battle, the successful issue of which contributed so materially a™.™. 
to the restoration of Seleucus, has served to mark the era of the a^^y,, 
Grecian kingdom in Asia, and the commencement of that dynasty, B , c gi2_ 
which, under the name of Seleucidie, governed the upper provinces eo 
long and so happily. It took place in the first year of the hundred 
and seventeenth Olympiad, and in the year before Christ 312. 

Whilst these things were going on, Demetrius, at the head of 
fifteen thousand foot and four thousand horse, was already on bis 
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b.c 312. march to recover Babylon and chastise Seleucus. The latter, drawn 
into Media after Nicanor, where he gained another victory and slew 
his antagonist with his own hand, was still at too great a distance to 
meet the invader and defend the city. Patrocles who commanded in 
his absence, bat without sufficient force either to hazard a battle or to 
protect the place, proposed to the inhabitants to abandon their houses, 
and to take refuge wherever they could, until the retain of Seleucus 
with bis victorious troops should enable them to repel the son of the 
tyrant, and to avenge themselves upon their enemies. Babylon, 
accordingly, when Demetrius entered it, was found desolate and 
empty. There was neither a foe to combat, nor booty to reward his 
soldiers. The forts on the Euphrates engaged his attention for some 
time ; but the period having arrived at which his return into Syria 
bad been fixed by his father, he left Archelaus with five or six thousand 
men to pursue the object of the war, and departed homeward to give 
an account of his expedition. 

The return of Seleucus to Babylon decided the fate of Archelans ; 
who, having taken refuge in a stronghold which bad yielded to the 
arms of Demetrius, was obliged to surrender at discretion. 
Trail' This change of affairs in the east, which Antigonus foresaw was 

M$rfc»t™. about to engage his undivided attention, induced him to listen to 
b.c. 311. terms of accommodation on the part of Ptolemy, Lysimachus, and 
Cassander. A treaty was accordingly concluded; in which it was 
agreed, that Egypt, with its African dependencies, should be secured 
to the first of these three generals ; that Thrace should be assigned 
to the second ; and that the last should be guaranteed in the posses- 
sion of Macedon, till Alexander, the son of Boxana, should be of age 
to reign . Antigonus retained for himself the government of all Asia ; 
a condition which implied that Seleucus was to have no part in the 
succession, should his opponent prosper in his attempt to expel him 
from his rich provinces on the Euphrates and Tigris; a condition 
which soon after gave rise to events, of which the ambitious protector 
had no anticipation. As a sort of supplement to the treaty, it was 
stipulated that the Grecian states should be declared independent, and 
forthwith restored to the exercise of their ancient liberty. 

These fair appearances, however, were altogether unproductive 
b. c. 310. either of peace or confidence. The Macedonians, it is said, eager 
to behold the son of their renowned prince on the throne, proposed 
to Cassander that he should be brought forward prominently in 
connection with the duties of the state, and be made acquainted 
with the business and arts of government In this proposal, Cas- 
sander saw the termination of his own power; and, therefore, to pre 
( j„, nder vent for ever its fulfilment, he caused the young Alexander and his 
«nnim mother Roxana to be murdered in the castle of Amphipolis, where 
e.>d ""—• they had long been confined. To thwart the views of this cruel 
satrap, the ancient protector, Polysperchon, who still retained some 
portion of authority in Peloponnesus, and who bad recently affected 
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great zeal for the royal boose of Macedon, contrived to get into his B. c 312. 
possession the person of Hercules, another son of Alexander, by 
Barcina, and placing him at the head of a small army, prepared to 
inarch with him into Macedon, and assert his right to the crown. 
This project was met on the part of Cassander, not with force, but 
with the sorer instruments of bribery and deceit He dasiled the 
eyes of the old governor with the hope of succession in his family, and 
actually prevailed on him to put to death both the prince and Barcina, 
whom he had beguiled into his hands. 

In defiance of the treaty, which indeed all the parties had shown a. c. 309. 
themselves ready to violate, Ptolemy was already employed in Asia vioiuim at 
Minor, at the head of his army, reducing certain cities belonging '™* ty ' 
to Antigonus, and endeavouring to strengthen his interests by political 
connections. Having afterwards sailed into the JSgsan, where he 
subdued Corinth, Sicyon, and other places of less note, he embraced 
the opportunity of entering into a correspondence with Cleopatra, the 
sister of Alexander the Great, with the view either of asking her 
to become his wife, or of inducing her to abjure the cause of Antigonus 
and to devote her exertions to his own party. The vigilant protector, 
informed of what was going forward, issued orders to the governor of 
Sardis, where she then resided, to have her put out of the way by 
assassination ; taking care, a short time afterwards, when he found it tinrdir r 
expedient to throw the veil of hypocrisy over his cruel deed, to pro- o«pitim. 
secnte and punish all who had any share in the murder of that anfor- 



We have mentioned above, that one of the conditions of the treaty 
entered into by Antigonus and the confederate satraps was, that the 
Grecian states should be restored to the enjoyment of their independence, 
Cassander, however, in direct contravention of this article, still main- 
tained his garrisons in Athens and Megara ; whilst Ptolemy kept his 
navy at sea, avowedly to enforce the observance of peace, but, in fact, 
to extend or secure his conquests in Asia Minor and Peloponnesus. 
To punish this glaring infraction of a solemn compact, Demetrius, Rnmndarof 
with two hundred and fifty galleys, and five thousand talents, set sail p£^«s™ 
for Athens, with the determination to expel the Macedonian troops, 
and to restore the democrat! cal government. The city and harbours 
were at once surrendered to the invader, who acted with the greatest 
clemency and generosity to all, but particularly to Demetrius Phalereus ; 
who had ruled the Athenians wisely and beneficially during the long 
period of ten years that he discharged the office of Cassonder's b. c. 307. 
lieutenant The Phalerian, who reposed no confidence in the fickle 
people of Athens, was escorted to Thebes by order of the son of 
Antigonus, where be passed his time in the pursuits of literature and 
in labours of humanity. 

The gratitude of the Athenians to their deliverer passed all bounds, 
or was only equalled by their fulsome and impious adulation. But 
Demetrius waa soon summoned by his father to leave the flattery of 
[h. O.] T 
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i. a 307. orators and demagogues, in order to resume the combined duties of an 

admiral and an engineer in the reduction of Cyprus. 

-nuKtimu That island had recently been the scene of a miserable tragedy, 

i cy prut, perpetrated by the troops of Ptolemy, under the command of bis 

brother Menelaus. The royal family of Nicocles, the descendants of 

Ajaz and Achilles, charged with no other crime than a wish to 

throw oil' the Macedonian yoke, were attacked in their palace, where 

they could find no means of escaping an ignominious death but by the 

dreadful resolution of dying by their own hands. The monarch himself 

set the example : and his queen, disdaining to survive him, first put to 

death her own daughters, and then, inviting the other ladies of the court 

iiirfde of to imitate her conduct, fearlessly deprived herself of life. The brothers 

)£*j"jj* of of the king next set fire to the royal building, and obliterated at once 

every monument and symbol of ancient power and regal dominion. 
iegcof To take vengeance on a policy which admitted of such atrocious 

iiunj- cruelties, as well as to deprive Ptolemy of the principal means of 
renewing his attacks on the maritime towns of Asia Minor, Demetrius 
was directed to proceed to Cyprus, at the head of a large body of both 
land and sea forces. After a slight engagement with Menelaus, 
in. which be was successful, the son of the protector laid siege to 
Salamis, the ancient capital of the island. 

The occurrences of this siege occupy a prominent place in history, 
not so much on account of the determined resistance opposed to the 
assailants, and the great importance attached to its issue by the heads 
of the belligerent parties, as for a new species of warlike engine 
invented by Demetrius, and first employed by him against the town 
of Salamis, The instrument in question was called HekpoUs, or Town- 
taker, and was itself an immense tower, consisting of nine stories, 
gradually diminishing as they rose in altitude, and affording accommo- 
dation for a great number of armed men, who discharged all sorts of 
missiles against the ramparts of the enemy. Plutarch, in his life 
of Demetrius, gives way to his love of the marvellous in describing the 
Uslepolis ; informing ns that the inventor employed one of them at th.' 
siege of Thebes, so extremely large and unwieldy, that, though placed 
on four wheels, it could not be moved at a greater rate than a quarter 
of a mile in two months I 
itffrit of Ptolemy dreading the fell of Salamis, which he was sensible would 

:'toi™y. pgyg jj, e wa y fg,. th e entire conquest of Cyprus, had already made 
formidable preparations for compelling Demetrius to raise the siege. 
A memorable sea-fight ensued, in which the satrap of Egypt was 
completely defeated, with the loss of nearly all his fleet, and thirty 
thousand prisoners. The fruits of this victory were very important to 
Antjgonus. Salamis and all the other walled towns in the island 
opened their gates to his army ; his navy was largely increased by the 
^irmdwoi addition of about a hundred captured ships; and his settlements, 
-iiunk. on the Asiatic shores, were now secured against the fear of invasion 
from the porta of Egypt and Cyprus. 
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The siege of Salamis is farther remarkable for the following circum- B.C. 307. 
stance, which all ancient historians agree in connecting with it f™ mpti<, j 1 
Demetritts, it is said, choae for his messenger, to carry to his father 8a» hjtiw 
the news of his success, a buffoon called Aristodemus, who, finding SSJUSH^ 
the aged protector at his new city on the river Orontea, approached 
him with a theatrical step and solemn look, exclaiming, Hail, king 
Antigonus! He then proceeded to give the details of the victory 
which Demetrius had just gained. From that period the regal title 
was assumed by all the successors of* Alexander, with the exception 
of Casaander, his brother-in-law, at Macedon ; who, it is feigned, from 
the respect which he felt for the ashes of the royal family entombed 
in his province, would neither use the royal signet nor allow himself to 
be called king. 

Determined to follow np his advantage against Ptolemy, tile royal b. c. 306. 
Antigonus prepared once more to invade the kingdom of Egypt. The 
fleet under bis son Demetrius consisted of a hundred and fifty galleys, 
besides a hundred ships of burden for conveying engines, missile 
weapons, and other insfruments of assault The army, too, greatly Anumnm 
exceeded in numerical strength the usual armaments of the Macedonian e^«? 
princes, consisting of about eighty thousand foot, ten thousand horse, 
upwards of eighty elephants, and an immense number of camels, 
collected from Arabia, and laden with provisions, stores, and treasures. 
Bat the king of Egypt was fully prepared to resist tins formidable 
host. The natural defences of his country, at all times strong, were 
rendered next to impregnable by the skill and labour of Ptolemy ; and 
the people, now become sensible of the innumerable benefits of his 
wise rule, were heartily disposed to second all his endeavours for the 
protection of their rights and independence. The fortune of war, too, 
seemed to smile on his exertions. The immense flotilla of his ad- 
versary was greatly damaged at sea before it could reach his shores ; 
and many of the galleys with their crews were driven on the sand- 
banks at the mourn of the Nile, and presented an easy conquest to the 
experienced Egyptians. The land force, again, under Antigonus him- 
self, could make no progress in the face of the thousand obstacles, 
which nature and art had opposed to him. Deep marshes and 
resolute garrisons disputed every step he meditated; which difficulties 
were materially aggravated by the discontent, that already prevailed in 
his camp, and by the numerous desertions which had already thinned 
bis ranks. To persevere was to insure his own destruction. Anti- 
goDus, therefore, at length professed himself ready to listen to counsel ; 
when his most experienced officers, aware at once of bis inclination, 
and of the necessity of his circumstances, advised him to postpone the 
conquest of Egypt till a more favourable season of the year. He 
retraced his march towards Syria ; upon which Ptolemy thanked the r«ku of 
gods foe his deliverance, and sent an embassy to his confederates, Cas- ^"-r™"- 
aander, Lyeiniachua, and Seleucus, acquainting them with the signal 
and disgraceful reverse which had befallen their common enemy. 
t2 
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B. C 305. Unable to affect Egypt by any direct attack, Antigortus resolved to 
iti'S"' employ his powerful fleet and army against Rhodes; the people of 
which not only persisted in their alliance with Ptolemy, but had even 
refused to assist Demetrius at the siege of Cyprus, and subsequently 
had driven from their coasts a squadron of his ships. To gratify 1 his 
resentment, therefore, as well as to annoy the king of Egypt, De- 
metrius approached the island with two hundred ships, and fifty 
thousand men, with the usual proportion of battering engines, missiles, 
and other stores, and forthwith engaged in the siege of the principal 
town, which had set hia mighty host at defiance. The operations of 
this distinguished commander before Rhodes, and the resolute defence 
of the place by the inhabitants, present, perhaps, the roost remarkable 
examples of skill and heroism that are to be found in the annals of 
ancient warfare. The Hetepolis employed on this occasion, resembled 
in form, but greatly exceeded in dimensions, that which was used 
at the siege of Salamis. Its towers were a hundred and fifty feet 
high ; it was supported on eight enormous wheels, and propelled by 
the labour of three thousand four hundred men. Its sides were 
plated with iron ; the port-holes were defended with valves of" raw 
hides, thickly covered with wool ; and it was prepared to resist fire, 
by an ingenious device for distributing water throughout every part of 
the huge fabric. For more than a year however, the talents and 
bravery of Demetrius were exerted in vain against the courageous 
Rhodians. Ptolemy, 
indeed, bad assisted 
them with men, and 
Cassander and Lysi- 
machus had supplied 
their magazines with 
corn ; but the honour 
of defending their city, 
during twelve months, 
against an armament at 

Coin of Rhode*. "* i . 

once so large and so 
ably directed, belongs almost exclusively to the people of Rhodes 
themselves, who, without one exception, preferred death to the con- 
dition of slaves, or even to that of tributaries. 
Tmujwith At length the voice of the civilized world was lifted up in their 
tbaRboduiu. behjjf. Ambassadors from numerous states in Europe and Asia 
interceded for them with Demetrius ; but the envoys who had the 
greatest influence on this occasion were the Athenians, who repre- 
sented to him that their city was again subjected to Macedonian 
thraldom, and begged his speedy interference to save them from the 
machinations of Cassander. A treaty was accordingly concluded, the 
conditions of which were, that the Rhodians should enjoy their in- 
dependence, that they should be at liberty to continue their alliance 
with Ptolemy, and, at the same time, should be regarded as the allies 
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of Antigonus; terms which left them precisely on the same footing as B. c. 305. 
before the war, and which of course, reflected disgrace and disappoint- 
ment on the standard of the invader. The people of Rhodes, how- 
ever, liberal as well as brave, whilst they conferred the title of Soter, 
or Saviour, on Ptolemy, and erected statues for Casaander and 
Lysimachus, refused to demolish those which had been formerly raised 
in honour of Antigonus and his son. They had too much generosity 
to indulge in a revenge so unmanly and contemptible. 



The several repulses sustained by the arms of Antigonus did not by b. c. 303. 
any means dispel from his mind the phantoms of ambition, and dreams 
of universal empire, with which his imagination had been so long 
haunted. In the meantime his son, on whose great abilities he chiefly 
reposed his hopes, had repaired to Greece in order to rescue that 
country from the domination of Cassaiider. In this undertaking he AnDdencr 
was so successful, that in the course of nine months he recovered his ?J qJ^ 1 "" 
ascendency in almost all the suites north of the isthmus ; and, in the 
following spring, descending into Peloponnesus, he reduced the fort- 
resses of Corinth, Sicyon, and J.gium , and ultimately spread the terror 
of his arms over the whole peninsula. Next year, upon summoning b. C. 302. 
the states of Greece to the great representative council of the Am- 
phictyons, he beard himself declared their generalissimo ; and he was 
now invested with the same authority and honours which had formerly 
beet) conferred upon Philip and his immortal successor. 

Demetrius thought it not necessary to conceal the fact, that among Hiijnjecu. 
subordinate projects, the main object contemplated both by bis father 
and himself, was the final subjugation of Macedon, Egypt, and the 
east With this view, peace was refused to Cassaiider, and the 
; of Lysimachus were threatened with immediate invasion. 



27S ALEXANDER S BUCCES50ES. 

B. C. 302. Seleucus and Ptolemy, though at a greater distance, knew that the? 
were by no means secured against the ambitions designs of The King, 
as Antigonus was now called. Tbe confederacy of the four chiefs was 

Rniainiof therefore once more renewed; and Lysimachus, with a considerable 

iXnn """y un dw his command, crossed over into Asia, and was tbe first to 

■giiiuthiaa. take the Geld against Antigonua. 

Kvenuoftha The campaign which ensued in Asia Minor was attended with 

cimp^n. ygrioua fortune; though, on the whole, less favourable to Lysimachns 
than to his adversary. Meanwhile Demetrius hurried from Greece to 
join his father, and Seleucus and Ptolemy put themselves in motion to 
assist their allies of Macedon and Thrace. Ptolemy, there is reason to 
believe, had no wish to waste bis resources in a doubtful war ; and there- 
fore, upon a rumour reaching him in Syria, that Lysimachus was utterly 
routed, made haste to fall back towards the impregnable swamps of 
the Nile. Seleucus avowed a less ambiguous policy. He poured into 
Cappadocia with twenty thousand chosen foot, twelve thousand horse, 
a hundred armed chariots, together with four hundred and eighty 
elephants, which he bad received from Sandrocottus, 1 a powerful 
prince, who at that period reigned between the Indus and Ganges. 

Both sides now exerted their best talents in preparing for that 
momentous conflict which was, in all probability, to decide the empire 
of Asia. Antigonus, now in his eighty-first year, had long beeu dis- 
tinguished by resolution and energy, and Demetrius waa not surpassed 
by any living commander in the principal qualities which constitute 
an expert and efficient general. It would seem, however, from tbe 
concurrent testimony of historians, that the old protector waa oppressed 
with an invincible presentiment that the fortune of the dav was to 
incline to his rivals. He stumbled when walking from the door of bis 
tent on the morning of tbe battle, and immediately regarding that acci- 
dent as an omen, he prayed that he might either be blessed with 

ibuieor victory or be rendered insensible of defeat The engagement took 
I "™' place near a village called Ipsus, and Antigonua fell covered with 

B.C. 301. wounds. Demetrius, whose impetuosity in pursuing a body of 
Seleucus's horse had carried him too far from the field, returned to 
the scene of action only to learn the death of his father and tbe total 
overthrow of their army. Retreat was hia only resource, and accord- 
ingly, after a precipitate flight of two hundred miles, he regained hit 
fleet, carrying with him, of all the mighty host which he had marshalled 
at Ipsus, about (bur thousand infantry and aa many horsemen. 

>*«L The death of Antigonus and the total defeat of his army gave inv 

tenttary. mediate occasion to a new arrangement of territorial dominion among 
the victorious confederates. Ptolemy, indeed, had not appeared in 
the field at Ipsus, nor is it certain that any Egyptian troops were en- 
gaged in that memorable action, yet this monarch obtained as the 
. reward of his counsels and former services the secure possession of 
Ccele-Syria and Palestine, a province on which he set a very high 
i The Ctuuidntgopti of Sanscrit authoritiw. 
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nine, as securing to him the command of the sea, and a convenient B. C. 301 . 
channel of communication with the rich islands and seaport towns of 
Asia Minor. To Lysimachns was conceded nearly the whole of the 
Asiatic peninsula; the fine district of Cilicia being reserved for 
Cassander, who immediately confided the government of it to his 
brother Pleistarchus. 

Demetrius, in the meantime, was exerting himself at Ephesus with p™wiii»p 
his characteristic activity and zeal, in order to raise such a force as °* 

might enable him to retrieve his affairs and check the progress of his 
adversaries. Sailing with a considerable armament to Athens he wss 
informed by the fickle inhabitants that a decree had been recently 
passed, prohibiting any of the kings from entering within their walls; 
upon which the son of Antigonus, finding that all Greece had again 
aobmitted to the influence of Cassander, made a descent on the coast 
at Corinth for the mere purposes of plunder and revenge, and after- 
wards committed similar ravages along the whole shores of Thrace. 
He was, however, soon to be indebted for a temporary revival of his 
fortune to a very different cause, 

Seleucus, jealous of the power of Lysimachns, whose territories B.C. 299, 
now extended to the Syrian frontiers, resolved to fortify his own n« 
dominion by forming an alliance with the family of Demetrius, which DroSufiil' 
was still poaseased of considerable claims and interests. He therefore 
made proposals for Stratonice, the accomplished daughter of bis former 
rival, and finally induced him to conduct her into Syria, where their 
nuptials were to be celebrated. The marriage festivity was hardly 
over when Demetrius invaded the province of Cilicia, and wrested it 
from Pleistarchus, the brother of the Macedonian monarch. Being 
still master of Cyprus, as well as of some important towns on the 
Grecian and Syrian coasts, he already appeared formidable in the eyes 
of his aged son-in-law, who began to tremble at the power which he 
himself had been the means of reviving. An alliance too with 
Ptolemy, who gave to Demetrius his daughter Ptolemais in marriage, 
added not a little to the apprehensions of Seleucus with regard to the 
safety of his political connections. It waa therefore not without satis- 
faction that he saw the lather of his young wife set sail for Athens, 
with the view of chastising the ingratitude of that unprincipled city. 

Having compelled the Athenians to open their gates and receive a a. C. 295. 
garrison, Demetrius proceeded to attack Sparta, the possession of which Aiutki 
seemed necessary to secure his ascendency in Peloponnesus. He had IplSJ ,nd 
not, however, put to the test the long disused anus of the Lacedemo- 
nians before he received intelligence that the eldest son of Cassander, 
who had succeeded his father about two years before, was dead, and 
that the throne was now disputed by his two brothers, Antipater and 
Alexander, both sons of Thessalonica, the daughter of Philip, The 
mother, favouring the pretensions of the latter, was murdered by 
Antipater, the elder brother, who seized the crown in defiance of the 
indignant anger of the Macedonians, excited by the atrocious act of 
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by Pyrrhus, king of Epirus, soon afterwards succeeded in dethroning 
his brother, who being son-in-law to Lysimachus fled to that prince 
for protection. Dreading the resentment of the Thracian monarch, 
the new king of Macedon en- 
treated the assistance of Deme- 
trius, who instantly relinquishing 
the siege of Sparta hurried his 
troops into Macedon, prepared, 
it should seem, to promote his 
own views, whether in co-opera- 
tion with Alexander or in direct 
opposition to him. The current 
of events determined him to adopt 
the latter alternative. Alexander, 
who was supposed to meditate 
guile against his ally, was cut off 
by his orders at an entertainment 
given by that prince; and thus 
pTithM.'" ™ e t^ 10116 °f Macedon was again 

without an occupant, and pre- 
sented a fresh stimulus to the ambition of the son of Antigonus. 
;, 294. Demetrius, it is well known, had married Phils, the favourite 
daughter of An tips tor ; and as all the male descendants of that able 
minister were now dead, with the exception of the murderer of Thes- 
salonica, the claims of his son-in-law to the crown were not without a 
'"J» plausible foundation. He was accordingly proclaimed king, and con- 
. „f ducted in triumph to Pella, where he had soon after the happiness to 
* doa ' receive his wife, who had been made prisoner by Ptolemy at the re- 
duction of Cyprus. 

Seated on the throne of Macedon, the restless genius of Demetrius 
projected new conquests both in Europe and Asia. Hearing that 
Lysimachus was a captive in the hands of the Getw he determined to 
invade Thrace, but being d iverted from this undertaking by the sudden 
return of the king he directed his arms against Pyrrhus, whom he 
drove from Thessaly, part of which had fallen to him in a former war, 
and then marched to Thebes, which he took by assault, and filled with 
a garrison devoted to his interests. About the same time, also, he 
built the town of Demetrius on the Pelasgic gulf; and in order stall 
further to increase his naval power he formed a matrimonial union 
with the daughter of Agathocles, the tyrant of Syracuse, a prince 
whose warlike exploits occupy a prominent place in the annals of 
ancient Europe. Bounding his ambition only by the limits of his 
paternal dominions, Demetrius employed all his means to raise armies 
and equip fleets ; and at length, it is said, his endeavours were crowned 
with so much success, that his ships of war amounted to five hundred 
galleys, many of them having fifteen or sixteen banks of oars, whilst 
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hia bod forces considerably exceeded a hundred thousand, of which b. c. 288. 
more than twelve thousand were cavalry. 

The kings of Thrace and Egypt could not behold such preparations 
without concern. Ptolemy accordingly advanced towards Greece 
with bis fleet, whilst Lysimachus, with his ally, the young king of 
Epiras, put his army in motion to attack Macedon in two different 
points at once. Demetrius took the field with his usual alacrity, but 
whilst approaching the camp of Pyrrhua, disaffection showed itself in K*r*nm 
his ranks, and when he arrived in sight of the invader he found himself 
deserted by the greater part of his troops. Leaving Macedon there- 
face a prey to Pyrrhus and Lysimachus, and giving the command of 
the Grecian cities to his son Antigonus, the active Demetrius passed 
over into Asia Minor with a body of his best troops, resolved to assail 
his adversary in the most vulnerable quarter. This enterprise was at 
first attended with the most splendid success. In a short time, how- 
ever, a check was imposed on his career by Agathocles, the son of 
Lysimachus, who followed him so closely with a powerful army, and 
showed so much talent in cutting off his resources and intercepting 
his movements, that he was obliged to apply for protection to Seleucus, 
who was at that time guarding the frontiers of Syria. His cautious 
son-in-law yielded to his solicitations only so far as to grant him per- 
mission to pass two months within his territory ; and was subsequendy 
mdoced by his courtiers to rid himself of so dangerous a guest, by 
sending him a prisoner to a strong fortress on the Syrian coast, about 
sixty miiles south of Antioch, where at the end of three years he fell a 
victim to chagrin, sloth, and intemperance. The remains of Deme- JPl^S 11 "* 
trios were conveyed to Thessaly, and solemnly interred by his son in 
the city founded by himself on the Pelasgic gulf, the funeral rites 
being conducted with a degree of sumptuous splendour, much more 
suited to the grandeur of his ambition than to the circumstances in 
which be closed his career. 

Macedon was now divided and governed by Lysimachus and the 
adventurous king of Epirus, in whose hands it continued with partial 
changes until Antigonus, the son of Demetrius, succeeded in recover- 
ing the abdicated throne. 

Meanwhile the affairs of Egypt, under the wise government of Ptoi™j 
Ptolemy, had attained to a high degree of prosperity and glory. nu ^ p ^ *' 
Desirous to secure a peaceful succession, the lung, now in his eightieth 
year, nominated his son Ptolemy, afterwards Philadelphus, to share 
with him, during the remainder of his life, the power which he meant 
should devolve upon him at his demise. The coronation and enthrone- 
ment of the young prince, which were performed in the most splendid 
manner possible, could not fail to give umbrage to his elder brother, 
Ptolemy Centimes, who immediately left Egypt in disgust to find an 
asylum in the house of Agathocles, the accomplished son of Lysimachus, 
woo had become his brother-in-law by marrying his sister Lyaandra. 
The renowned king of Egypt lived two years after this occurrence, and 
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b. c 284. then left the sovereignty of his new kingdom to the judicious prince 

whom he had associated with him in the government. 
Crnalua at Lysimachus, who had married the Egyptian princess Arsinoe, sister 
Lyiinuchui. f Ptolemy Philadelphus, was impelled by this unprincipled woman 
to murder his son Agathocles. The friends of the prince, filled with 
resentment and horror at his death (and among others his wife Lysandra 
and Ptolemy Ceratmus, the brother of Arsinoe), fled into Assyria, 
seeking protection at the court of Seleucus. Many of the governors 
of Lesser Asia, too, who admired the character of Agathocles, and 
lamented his unhappy end, seemed ready to throw off their allegiance 
altogether, or to transfer it to the milder authority of the eastern 
monarch. Among these the most determined was Phileterus, the 
keeper of the royal treasures in the castle of Pergamus, who wrote to 
Seleucus inviting him to send an army into the peninsula, and pro- 
mising powerful aid in men and money. 



Selsouu Niolor glTinf hi. wd 

«j^«™ The king of Syria lent a ready ear to the proposal, for being now 
advanced in age, and having delivered his Oriental dominions, together 
with his young wife Stratonice, into the hands of his son Antiochos, 
he seemed willing to resign the splendour of Asiatic sovereignty, in 
order to gratify the very natural desire which had sprung up in his 
heart to revisit his native land. Ambition, undoubtedly, mingled 
deeply with this simple affection; for he who bad reigned more than 
twenty years the undisputed monarch of the Persian empire, could 
not consent to share, as a subject, the soil which was once honoured 
by the away of Philip and Alexander, and was now disgraced by the 
domination of a murderer and a tyrant. 

b, c. 281. Actuated by these motives, Seleucus advanced into Asia Minor. 
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Meeting with little resistance, his conquest of that important country B. C. 281. 
was marked with no signal occa rrence, and it was not till he had 
pitched his camp on the shores of the Hellespont that he found his 
progress disputed by an adversary worth; of his arms, or at all likely 
to exercise his military talents. Lysimachus himself now appeared Battle of 
in the field at the head of such a force as might check hia ambitious Co ™P — to - 
rival, or at least make him pay 
more dearly for the triumphs 
which he still meditated. The 
battle of Corupedion decided their 
respective claims, and was the last 
scene in which the companions of 
Alexander the Great were opposed 
to one another. The old generals 
on this occasion renewed the valour 
and strength of their youth, and 
meeting in the front of their armies 
they engaged in single combat 
with the greatest fury, till at 
length Lysimachus fell under the 

hand of his former friend. 1 A Ly.fm.diu.. 

faithful dog watched his corpse 

till it was solicited from the conqueror ; after which it was conveyed d***' >nd 
for interment by his son Alexander to Lysimachia, where the citizens LyBm^iui. 
honoured the memory of their founder by a stately mausoleum, which 
continued in the second century of the Christian era to attest their 
gratitude to a master who, except as a soldier and the patron of their 
rising power, had nothing to recommend his example, or to attract 
the veneration of posterity. 

" The age of Lysimachus," observes an excellent authority,' " at 
the time of his death, is variously stated. Hieronymus, of Cardia, 
probably the best authority, affirms that he was in his eightieth year. 
He had reigned twenty-five years from the period of his assuming the 
title of king, and had governed the combined kingdoms of Macedonia 
and Thrace during a period of five years and six months. The 
accounts transmitted to us of Lysimachus are too fragmentary and 
imperfect to admit of our forming a very clear idea of his personal 
character; but the picture they would lead us to conceive is certainly 
far from a favourable one. Harsh, stern, and unyielding, he appears 
to have been incapable of the generosity which we find associated in 
Pyrrhus and Demetrius, with courage and daring at least equal to his 
own; while a sordid love of money distinguished him still more 
strikingly from his profuse but liberal contemporaries. Even his love 
for Amastris, one of the few softer traits presented by his character, 
did not prevent him from sacrificing her to the views of his interested 

1 Other accounts state that befell by the hand of MsJschon, » native of Heracleia. 
* E. H. Bunbury, M. A., late fellow of Trio. Col. Cam., in Smith's Clam. Biogr. 
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. ambition. Self-aggrandisement, indeed, seems to have been at all 
times his sole object; and if bis ambition was leas glaringly conspi- 
cuous than that of some of his contemporaries, from being more 
restrained by prudence, it was not the less his sole motive of action, 
and was even farther removed from true greatness. " 

Meanwhile Seleucus urged by an impatient desire to revisit the 
scenes of his youth, from which he had been now absent fifty-two 
years, made haste to cross the Hellespont, on his way to Macedonia. 
He was accompanied by Ptolemy Ceraunus, who had taken refuge in 
his court after the murder of Agathocles ; and this ferocious youth, 
seeing the throne of Macedon vacant, and remembering that himself 
was the grandson of Autipater, by his mother Eurydice, and bearing, 
in fact, by his father, the same relationship to Philip, the former king 
of that country, conceived the horrible design of assassinating Seleucus, 

i. and of seizing the crown. Nor did he allow the intervention of delay 
to cool his resolution, or awaken the feelings of humanity. Observing 
bis benefactor intent on the examination of an uncommon altar, which, 
as a remnant of remote antiquity, had attracted his notice, he stepped 

™ behind him and stabbed him to the heart Hastening to Lysimachia, 
the murderer announced himself to the inhabitants as the avenger of 
their late king and founder of their city ; and having gained, by means 
of gifts and promises, a large proportion of the Asiatic army which 
had followed from Babylon the standard of Seleucus, he placed himself 
on the Macedonian throne, where he exercised an inglorious power 
daring the space of three years. 

' It consists not with our limited plan to describe minutely the 
characters of the distinguished individuals, whose actions and fortunes 
present such a variety of historical incident, in tracing the reigns of 
Alexander's successors. Of Seleucus, however, we may be permitted 
to observe, that, with the exception of Ptolemy, he pursued more 
assiduously than any of the great captains who fought under tile 
banners of the conqueror, the enlarged and benevolent designs which 
that renowned prince combined with all his military triumphs. After 
the example of his master, he gained the love and esteem of his eastern 
subjects, by governing them according to their established principles 
and habits. His zeal for improvement induced biro to build many 
cities, both on the shores of the Mediterranean and on the banks of 
the Euphratea. Babylon, Seleucia, and the famed city of Antiocb con- 
tinued long to bear witness to his great exertions for promoting the 
best interests of his people ; the former having existed as the capital 
of the Asiatic empire till near the middle of the seventh century, 
whilst the latter continued to be illustrious, during a still longer period, 
as the seat of Syrian kings, Roman governors, and Christian bishops. 
It was in Seleucia, the port of Antiocb, that the remains of this great 
monarch were deposited, after having been purchased by Philetterus, 
the governor of Pergamus, from the base mercenary assassin who had 
imbrued his hands in his blood. A temple erected in the same place, 
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snd called Nicatorion, in reference to his title of Nicator, recalled, in b.'c. 280. 
successive ages, to the memory of his Syrian subjects, the mild virtues, 
the genius, and the numerous exploits of the great general who founded 
amongst them the kingdom of the Greeks. 

A better opportunity will occur for describing the character of Th« lomat of 
Ptolemy, the king of Egypt, and for setting forth the numerous obliga- T ' 

tions which literature and philosophy continue to bear to that distin- 
guished sovereign.' His establishment of the Alexandrian library, and 
his marked encouragement of men of letters, are too well known to 
require mention ; and, perhaps, the royal munificence which he dis- 
played in providing so splendid an asylum for learning, was more than 
equalled by the discrimination which he manifested in the choice of 
individuals to preside over its interests and to promote its progress. 
Whilst inviting to bis court, and placing in his schools, those individuals 
who were the most distinguished by their scientific acquirements, 
Ptolemy, nevertheless, showed himself the greatest philosopher that 
adorned Alexandria. To the knowledge of books he joined the more 
valuable knowledge of men and of business ; and was thus qualified to 
direct the pursuits of science to practical objects, and to withdraw the 
speculations of the learned from the inane metaphysics in which they 
were wont to indulge, in order to engage them in the more profitable 
studies of criticism, history, geometry, and medicine. As, however, 
it belongs to a different branch of our work to examine the annals of 
ancient philosophy and art, and to trace the connection of these, as 
they were cultivated in the schools of Alexandria, with their more 
improved condition in the present times, we shall hold it enough to 
have made this reference, and we shall proceed with our historical 
sketch of civil and military affaire. 



The immediate successors of Alexander being now all removed by stu* or 
death, the events which follow are marked with less talent and bril- ^"^% 
liancy than those which attended the foundation of their several king- Sniounu. 
doms. Upon the death of Seleucus, the government of Asia fell into 
the hands of his sod Antiochua, whose abilities were soon found 
unequal to the arduous task of maintaining an hereditary ascendency ', 

in the rich provinces of the east, together with the regal power of 
Macedon, which he was likewise taught to claim as the right of his 
family. Amidst the delay and indecision, which characterised his 
first proceedings, several nations in Asia Minor, which had recently 
owned the sway of Lysimachus, asserted their independence. Per- 
gamns, Bithynia, Cappadocia, and Pontus, reassumed once more the 
exercise of a separate government, and placed themselves under the 
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B. o. 280. rule of princes, some of whom make a conspicuous figure in the subse- 
quent histories of Italy and Greece. We think it proper to state these 
facts at present, because frequent reference will be made to them 
afterwards; but as we must abstain from all minuteness of detail 
inconsistent with the compression which our plan requires, we shall 
confine ourselves to such leading facts as will connect the affairs of 
Alexander's successors in Greece, Syria, Egypt, and the Leaser Asia, 
with the history of that rising power in the west, which was, at no 
great distance of time, to subdue and supersede the whole. We 
begin, then, with Macedon and the Grecian states. 
B.C. 279. Ptolemy Ceraunus having seated himself on the throne at Fella, 
i which the aged Seleucus had been so eager to occupy, set at defiance 
the claims of that monarch's son, as well as those of Antigonus, the 
Crinuitir son of Demetrius. To secure his ascendency, he murdered his 
Couinu. nephews, the sons of Lysimachus ; and having thus rendered himself 
the heir of the Thrscian throne, he proceeded to attack Antigonns, and 
added his northern dominions to those of Macedon. After the murder 
of her sons, Arainoe fled to Egypt, and was subsequently married 
to her brother, Ptolemy Philadelphus. A powerful enemy soon 
appeared to avenge on Ceraunus the wrongs of the house of Seleucus, 
and the manifold injuries inflicted on tie family of Lysimachus. 
The Gauls, who had some time before passed into Italy, now found 
their way into Thrace and Macedon; spreading themselves in vsst 
multitudes over the territory of Ceraunus, and committing the most 
frightful devastations in his richest provinces. The usurper, who was 
not deficient either in courage or activity, took the field against his 
barbarian invaders : but, despising too much their undisciplined valour, 
he rushed into battle without due precaution, and was slain. 
d. c. 278- The Gaols, after much hard fighting and various fortune, settled at 
length in the Lesser Asia; giving the name of Galatia to the district 
which they occupied. The effects of their invasion on the power of 
Macedon were, however, so considerable, that Antigonus Gonatas, 
the son of Demetrius, found little difficulty in possessing himself of the 
throne ; although opposed by the formidable competition of Pyrrhus, 
ait™ of and of Antiochus, the son of Seleucus. In his defensive operations 
UjPaS' 1 against the latter, he was assisted by Nicomedes, the new ruler of 
iQiuion or Bithynia ; and the policy and vigour of Antigonus were rewarded with 
;1 " G ™ 1 *" such success, that Antiochus not only yielded to his pretensions, bat 
also gave him in nmrringe bis half sister Phila, the danghter of Selencm 
and Stratonice. 
B. c. 277. The war that ensued with Pyrrhus was more disastrous and event- 
ful ; the particulars of which are given in our life of that distinguished 
Antigonu. prince of Epiros.' Antigonus seems to have relinquished, for a short 
time, the occupation of the throne, which he had found himself unable 
to protect against Pyrrhus and his fierce allies, the Gauls ; and even 
to have retired into Peloponnesus till his warlike rival was slain at the 
> Vide History of the Roman Republic, page 1 30. 
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siege of Argos,and his barbarian followers scattered over the plains of B.C, 277. 
the Lesser Asia. This happy tarn of affairs replaced him at the bead 
of his government; over which, from this period, he reigned twenty 
seven years, with little molestation at home, and without embroiling 
himself in the contending claims of Egypt and Syria. His attempt on 
the independence of the Grecian states, indeed, gave occasion to the 
Achtean league, and involved him in a war of craft and stratagem, 
which redounded little to his honour. Aratus, of Sicyon, directed so 
successfully the energies of the confederated republics, that Antigonus 
at length relinquished his object in despair, and, retiring to Macedon, 
died at the age of eighty, and left the crown to his son Demetrius, Dmutrtu. 
two hundred and forty-two years before the Christian era. b. c. 240. 

The united power of the Achsans continued, during the whole of 
this reign, to oppose the ascendency of Macedon. The accession also 
of Corinth to the league, contributed greatly to enfeeble the exertions 
of Demetrius, in pursuit of that dominion over .Greece, which was 
first secured by Philip, the father of Alexander, and had become the 
main object of war and policy with all succeeding princes. After 
holding the sceptre ten years, a period distinguished by no remarkable 
event, and filled up only by a petty warfare with the JStolians, 
Thracians, and Ulyriana, Demetrius died, bequeathing the crown to PMlip. 
his sod Philip, a child only three years of age. 

The government was administered by Antigonus, sumamed Boson,' AdUiddth 
brother of the late king, at first as guardian to his nephew, and after- D ™" 1 ' 
wards in his own right as sovereign of Macedon, till the boy should be *■ c - ^22. 
qualified to succeed him. The character of this monarch was at once 
pacific and warlike, cautious and determined, and acquired for Macedon 
a greater degree of power than she had enjoyed since the early years 
of Cassander, or perhaps of Anti pater. 

Cleomenes, the young king of Sparta, being resolved to revive the 
liberty and martial glory of his country, took up arms against the Achreaii 
states. These republics lost no time in applying to Antigonus for aid, 
who, yielding to their solicitation, marched into Peloponnesus with a 
large army, where he gained several advantages over the Spartans, and 
took a number of their towns. Cleomenes, on his part, showed him- 
self worthy of commanding Lacedemonians, and of meeting in the 
field a successor of Alexander the Great. The sanguinary battle of 
Sellasia, however, in which Antigonus gained a complete victory, not hu Ttetorin. 
only rained the cause of Cleomenes but drove him into Egypt, to 
solicit from Ptolemy Euergetes, then on the throne of that kingdom, 
protection for his person, and a reinforcement to his arms. 

The moderation of Antigonus was extremely honourable at once to 
his principles and his motives. Upon his arrival at Sparta, he treated 
the inhabitants with singular generosity; allowing them to enjoy the 
moat entire national independence, with permission to adjust, according 

1 So called became ho wm aid to be altrayi " about to gin," which he never 
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b. c. 222. to their own pleasure, the arrangements of their internal government. 

A £^ B " At Argos, whither he went to attend the Nenuean games, he was 
hailed as the pacificator of Greece : and he continued to be the object 
of universal gratitude and applause, both among those he had con- 

Suered and those whom he had gone to assist, till news arrived that 
le Illyrians were already in the heart of Macedon, burning his towns 
and desolating his fields. He flew to the defence of his country, 
engaged the predatory barbarians, and completely defeated them in 
Hiadvth. the first battle. But it was at the expense of his life. The vehe- 
ment exertions of his voice, in the tumult of the fight, occasioned 
the bursting of a blood vessel, of which he almost instantly died; 
leaving the crown to his nephew Philip, now in the seventeenth year 
of his age, who was doomed, in a short time, to sustain the hostility of 
the Romans, and thereby to form the connecting link between the 

Philip. history of Alexander's Macedonian successors and the annals of the 
western Republic 

We are informed by Polybius that the victory of Sellasia procured 
to the members of the Achtean confederacy the enjoyment of peace 
during only a very short period; for that the Mutilans, being now 
relieved from the fear of Antigonus, and despising the youth of bis 
successor, gave themselves up to their natural love of war, and com- 
menced their ravages by an attack on the territory of the Messenians. 
Aratus, the protector of the league, marched out against them and 
sustained a signal defeat; upon which the Acheeans resolved to apply 
once more to Macedon, and to entreat Philip to interpose his arms 
with the view of saving their states from the fury of the J!tolian 
robbers. Unwilling to come to a rupture with so many powerful 
republics, as were likely to take part against the AchKans, Philip set 
out for Corinth, accompanied by a large escort; to which city he 
Invited deputations from all the states, to concert with him the mea- 
sures most proper to be pursued in the convulsed situation of Greece. 
His attention was in the mean time engaged by the affairs of Sparta; 
which, besides being torn by civil discord, was disposed to follow the 
counsels of its fugitive king Cleomenes, and to join the jEtolians in 
their attempts on the tranquillity of the whole peninsula. Philip 
spoke in favour of conciliation and mildness ; and, in opposition to the 
views of almost all his advisers, he recommended that the Lacedi? 
monians should be heard in their own behalf at the approaching 
congress. 

With such men as the Italians, moderation was altogether fruitless. 
War was their trade, and plunder their principal revenue ; and as they 

B.C. 221. had already drawn the sword, they were determined to admit no 
other arbiter to settle their quarrel with the Acheean states. Hence 
the origin of the social war, so destructive to many parts of Greece, 
and finally subversive of its independence. 

s-Kidww. In the spring of the following year, Philip appeared in the field at 
the head of a large force, and gained many advantages. Wintering in 
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Peloponnesus, be signalized his next campaign by the reduction ofB-C. 217. 
Klis, which had joined his enemies, and by taking nearly all the strong- 
holds belonging to that state. Bat whilst he was thus employed, a 
detached party of the jEtolians had made an inroad into Macedon, 
where they sacked the city of Dimn j a place highly venerated by 
every native of that country as a principal seat of their religion, and as 
being adorned with the statues of Alexander's companions who fell in 
the battle of the Granicus, as well as with the monuments of a long 
series of their kings. To revenge this insult, Philip surprised the 
capital of JStolia, called Thermsc or Thermum, which he not only 
stripped of everything valuable, sacred arid profane, but even burnt 
their temples, desecrated their holy places, and loaded the impious 
pirates with every indignity that he could devise. 

After four years of ruinous hostility, the belligerent states were not a. C. 218. 
more disposed to listen to negotiation than at the moment at which 
they first took up arms. The fifth campaign had already begun, and 
Philip had reduced some fortresses belonging to the JStolians on the 
southern frontiers of Thessaly, when the Nemssan games called him Policy at 
to grace with hiB presence tie city of Argos, where that solemnity ^.^ST 1 " 
was usually held, and whence the kings of Macedon had derived their Rome ud 
origin. It was whilst engaged in this ceremonial that the news * ge " 
reached him of Hannibal's victory gained over the Romans at Thrasi- 
menns ; an event which their recent intercourse with Italy instructed 
the Greeks to believe could not be indifferent to their interests; and 
which, according to the wisest of their counsellors, ought to induce 
theni to compose their quarrels and unite their means for the common 
defence. " Consider," said Agelaus of Naupactus, " consider the great 
and ambitious powers that have arisen in the west, and the vast 
exertions that they have been able to make by sea and land. They 
are actually engaged in a second and more desperate conflict; and 
whichever party prevails, think not that the victor will be contented 
with the spoils of the vanquished. He will look round him for new 
enemies that may furnish him with greater riches and more glorious 
triumphs. Let us, then, hasten to conclude a lasting peace." These 
views, acting upon minds influenced by other motives, made a deep 
impression, insomuch that even the JDtoliana declared their readiness 
to listen to terms, and to promote a general pacification. 

Stria, and Asia Moor. 
The main inducement with Philip to compose the differences of the B.C. 216. 
Grecian states, and to secure their alliance, arose from the opportunity 
which then seemed to present itself, ss connected with the successes 
of Hannibal, of checking the progress of the Romans in Illyricum, and 
even of expelling them from the eastern shores of the Adriatic. That 
powerful people bad already established themselves in several parts of 
the country just named ; had formed an alliance with Apollonia, one 
of the principal cities; and had pushed their outposts to the very 
[h. o.] U 
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. frontiers of Macedon itself. As, however, an account of the skirmish- 
ing and negotiation that took place in Illyricum, between Philip and 
the Roman consuls who were sent to guard that province, is properly 
an introduction to the Macedonian war, which speedily ensued, and 
produced such memorable effects on Grecian independence, we prefer 
giving the details under the history of Rome. We now, therefore, 
return to the history of Alexander's successors in Syria and Asia 
Minor, till the series of events in these countries also unite their 
fortunes with the destiny of their Roman conquerors. 

On the death of Seleucus who, aa it has been already related, was 
murdered by Ptolemy Ceraunns, the kingdom of Syria fell into the hands 
of Antiochus, sumamed Soter, the eldest sou of the late monarch. In 
narrating the occurrences which immediately succeeded the accession 
of Ceraunns to the throne of Macedon, we mentioned the attempt 
made by Antiochus to depose that usurper, and to place on his own 
bead the crown which his father had so ardently desired, and which 
. the latter had, in fact, conquered for his family by his victory ova 1 
Lysimachus. The young king of Syria, however, was obliged to 
relinquish his undertaking, and even to resign his pretensions in favour 
of Ptolemy, to whom he likewise gave his sister in marriage. 

For several years of this sovereign's reign, history has little to record 
that could prove either interesting or in- 
structive. Some time after his unsuccess- 
ful expedition to recover Macedon, the 
Syrian monarch was recalled into Asia 
Minor, to defend that part of his em- 
pire against the Gauls ; and it was in 
recompense for a great victory gained 
by him over those warlike barbarians 
that he was saluted by his gnttefnl 
subjects as " saviour" of their country, 
and is known in after times by the dis- 
tinguishing epithet of Soter. 
Antiwiiui Sotsr. We have mentioned that, during 

the relaxation of authority which took 
place in Asia Minor on the death of Lysimachus, several satrapies, 
or provincial governments, asserted their independence, and appeared 
in the form of separate kingdoms. Amongst these, Bithynia, Per- 
gamus, Pontus, and Cappadocia were the most important, and make 
the most conspicuous figure in the subsequent history of the Asiatic 
peninsula. As, however, these states were thus severed from the 
empire of Antiochus, he was induced to make more than one effort to 
subject them to their former condition of dependence, and to recover 
the revenue which had been usually drawn from the rich provinces 
which they comprehended. His general, Patjoclos, accordingly attacked 
the Bithynians, as rebels against the Syrian government; but he w* 
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defeated and obliged to withdraw hie troops. On the death of Pbile- b. c. 280. 
torus, who had founded the kingdom of Pergamus, the monarch of 
the east again appeared in Asia Minor, at the head of a large force, 
with the view of re-establishing his authority in that ancient stronghold 
of royal power. But Eumenes, the successor of Phileteerus, was pre- 
pared to repel the invasion. He had raised such an army as enabled 
him, not only to gain a decisive victory over the veteran forces of 
Antiochus, hut also to enlarge his dominions very considerably at his 
expense. According to Strabo, this battle took place in the neigh- 
bourhood of Sardis; but the particular scene is not described, nor are 
the details of the conflict narrated with the scientific precision which 
we admire so much in the works of Arrian and Xenophon. 

Antiochus was still farther unfortunate in a war which he provoked e. c. 266. 
with Ptolemy Philadelphia, king of Egypt. This latter sovereign wnfonun.. 
had a half-brother named Magas, who was appointed by him governor soiw. 
of Cyrene. Having married a daughter of the king of Syria, Magas 
allowed himself to be seduced by his ambition from the duty which 
he owed to Ptolemy ; for, raising the standard of rebellion, he engaged 
his father-in-law to assist him in his unjustifiable views upon Cyrene, 
which he proposed to erect into an independent kingdom. Antiochus 
had reason to repent of this injudicious alliance. The fleets of Ptolemy, 
powerful in all the adjoining seas, inflicted a severe blow on the Syrian 
ships and towns, as well as on all the maritime provinces of Lesser 
Asia, which still acknowledged the sway of the eastern empire. 
Hostilities continued during several years, in the course of which the 
Egyptians appear to have wrested from their adversaries the valuable 
provinces of Lyria, Pamphylia, Caria, and Cilicia; whilst Antiochus 
reaped no other advantage from his exertions and expenditure than to 
see on the temporary throne of Cyrene, a rebellious viceroy whom he 
had admitted into his family. 

But a greater misfortune was about to visit his dominions in the b. c. 262. 
form of a Gallic invasion. Those fierce barbarians, who had still 
retained a footing in the Lesser Asia, were cow joined by such a 
powerful reinforcement of their countrymen, that Antiochus found it 
necessary to lead against them the royal army, that he might by one 
blow put an end to their ravages, and deter them from ever again 
approaching his shores. He met their numerous bands under theH«i» 
walls of Ephesos, where a dreadful battle immediately ensued, and JjJJJIf^, b 
where the physical strength and fearless valour of the invaders gained iwi. a ;, u 
a complete triumph over the more disciplined ranks of their Asiatic *"•'"■ 
opponents. The king was slain and his army routed ; leaving to the 
Gauls a copious theme of ridicule and insult, in reference to the title 
of Soter, which he had borne as a trophy conquered from their aims, 

Antiochus was succeeded by his youngest son, of the same name,B. . 261. 
the eldest having, according to Tragus Pompeius, paid the penalty of Anttochw 
rebellion some years before. Upon hearing of his father's defeat and T1 " fc 
death, the young king hastened from the east, where he had already held, 
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.261. for a considerable time, the reins of government, and presented himself 
in Syria, in order to retrieve, if possible, the affairs of his western pro- 
vinces. Bat his arms appear not 
to have been more successful than 
those of his predecessor against 
their formidable enemy the Gauls ; 
for after a variety of battles, of 
which only very faint traces havp 
reached us in fie page of history, 
the barbarians appear to have main- 
tained their settlements even in the 
interior parts of the peninsula. It 
was with somewhat better success, 
however, that he directed his atten- 
tion to the recovery of those pro- 
Antiocnu rhea. vincea which the king of Egypt had 

subdued in the south. He defeated 
the troops of Ptolemy, and vanquished a rebel chief who had seized on 
the government of Caria in despite of that monarch ; for which trivial 
exploits be was accosted by his sycophantic subjects with the title of 
Theos, or the god. His triumphs, however, were never of long dura- 
tion. Engaging the whole forces of his monarchy in a more regular 
system of hostility against the Egyptian king, he sustained many serious 
reverses, and ultimately forfeited all that he had recovered in Asia Minor, 
together with the important provinces of Ccsle-Syria and Phoenicia. 
3. 254. In order to maintain the disastrous warfare which we have jrjst men- 
tioned, Antiochns had found it necessary to withdraw his best troops 
from Asia, and to leave his garrisons in the north much weaker than 
a just view of their importance would nave demanded. The defence- 
less condition of Bactria and Parthia suggested to the governors of 
oil or these provinces the idea of asserting their independence. Theodotm 
££ raised the standard of rebellion in the former; and by combining the 
skill of a soldier with the artifice of a practised statesman, he subdued 
those adherents of Antiochus, whom he could not gain by gentler 
means. In Parthia, again, the resentment of the fierce and hardy 
natives was excited to the highest degree, by an indignity offered to the 
person of one of their countrymen, by Agathocles the royal lieutenant 
Having slain the tyrannical governor, Arsaces and Tiridates, two 
noble brothers (the latter of whom was the subject of this indignity), 
summoned the warlike Parthians to take arms in defence of their 
country, and to repel the haughty Greeks from the provinces of Upper 
Asia. Nor was the summons disobeyed. The Parthians having 
strengthened their ranks, by calling the brave and athletic Scythians 
to their aid, defied the power of Antiochus, and even spread the flame 
of rebellion so extensively over the northern parts of the empire, that 
the latter soon perceived he could no longer carry on war with Egypt 
but at the expense of all his Assyrian dominions. 

Google 
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These considerations induced the king of Syria to make peace with b. c. 252. 
Ptolemy. To cement their tinion the latter induced him to marry his 
daughter, the Egyptian princess Berenice, and to settle his crown on 
the issue of that marriage, although Antiochus had already two sons 
by bis wife Laodice, whom he had espoused in the very commence- 
ment of his reign. But this violent proceeding defeated the object 
which it was meant to promote ; for, upon the death of Philadelphia, 
which happened soon after, the Syrian monarch repudiated Berenice, 
and restored his former queen and children to the full enjoyment of 
their rank and prospects. To secure the position they had thus 
regained, Laodice determined to prevent ber mercenary husband on 
any future occasion from bartering herself and children for political 
concessions or personal aggrandizement She poisoned Antiochus, Marderof 
had ber eon Seleucus proclaimed successor to the kingdom, and finally £j^ h ™' 
procured the murder of Berenice and her infant son, although this or seiencm 
unfortunate princess had fled for safety to the precincts of the Daph- cwlini ™ , ■ 
nean temple. 

In the same year did Ptolemy Euergetes and Seleucus, sumamed b. c. 246. 
Callinicus, ascend the thrones of Egypt and Syria, to engage in a war *«™n of 
destructive to both. Euergetes felt himself KiJcnleia to 

constrained to avenge the quarrel of his UwtSmne 

sister, who had been deprived of life under 
circumstances the most atrocious and appal- 
ling ; whilst Seleucus, who had assumed the 
sceptre, put into his hand by Laodice, the 
author of the sacrilegious murder, which Pto- 
lemy was about to avenge, prepared an army 
for the field in order to maintain a dignity 
which bad been thus surreptitiously placed 
within his reach. During the protracted Hoiimy ewihk 

contest which ensued, the Gauls continued 
their ravages in Asia Minor, and the Parthians extended the spirit 
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b.c. 246. of disaffection in the east; by which means the magnificent empire 
left by Alexander was torn in pieces, year after year, and became 
gradually a prey more and more easily to be seized by the powerful 
nation which was already rising up in resistless strength. 

Ptolemy III., sumanied Euergetes, the eldest son of Ptolemy 
Philadelphus, who now succeeded to the throne of Egypt, was a 
prince singularly liberal in his patronage of literature and science, in 
which he nobly emulated the fame of his fetter. The vast additions 
made by Euergetes to the Alexandrian Library gave rise to the erro- 
neous idea that he was the founder of that magnificent institute. On 
the death of Philadelphus, his father, Euergetes, had peaceably suc- 
ceeded to his extensive patrimonial possessions. The ambition and 
cruelty of Seleucus, however, were destined to break in upon this brief 
season of repose. No sooner did the Syrian king, Antiochus Theos, 
learn the death of Philadelphus, than he hastened to divorce his consort 
Berenice, the daughter of that monarch, at the same time recalling his 
former wife Laodice, who, in virtue of the treaty made with Ptolemy 
Philadelphus, B.C. 249, had been divorced ; the same agreement recog- 
nising the issue of the Egyptian princess as the only legitimate succes- 
sion to the throne. Laodice, notwithstanding this act of strong partiality 
in her favour, soon after her return basely poisoned her husband. Terri- 
fied at this atrocious act, and justly fearing for herself a fete not less 
terrible, Berenice, accompanied by her son, fled to the city of Daphne. 
Her worst fears were here realised. Being closely besieged by the merci- 
less satellites of Laodice, they were speedily captured, and, together 
with all their attendants, were inhumanly slaughtered. No sooner 
had Ptolemy received an account of the imminent peril of his sister 
than he took up arms in her defence. His energetic preparations 
were too late to save that unhappy princess. To avenge her fete, 
Wubttvau however, Ptolemy immediately took the field at the head of a 
S'"""" 1 numerous army, and, assisted by a large body of Greeks, who, dis- 
gusted at the murder of Berenice, no longer owned the government of 
Seleucus, poured into Syria with such an overwhelming force, that be 
immediately gained pos- 
session of the greater part 
of the territory of all the 
principal towns. The arms 
of the Syrian king on this 
occasion were greatly 
weakened by the rebellion 
of his brother Antiocbns, 
afterwards called Hierax, 
CoinoiPtoi.- T &«rgeu». who, availing himself of 

the unpopular feeling at- 
tached to the accession of Seleucns, had received the allegiance of 
several provinces in Asia Minor, and evidently watched lie progress 
of events, in order to seize an opportunity for placing himself on the 



throne of the east. The Egyptian, meantime, not satisfied with his B.C. 246. 
conquests in Syria, conducted an expedition into the heart of the E™ution 
Assyrian empire: and, pursuing his victorious course to the Oxus and totbaiD^lu. 
Indus, overran rather than subdued the vast 
provinces of Media and Babylonia; his ardour 
all the while being directed to the acquisition 
of wealth rather than to that of glory or of 
permanent power. The plunder with which 
be returned is said to have amounted to forty 
thousand talents of silver. In addition to 
this valuable treasure he restored to Egypt 
between two and three thousand of her gods, 
whose ponderous figures hod encumbered the 
cities of Susiana and Persia from the period s«i«i™ dninicu. 

that Cambyses had searched the temples of 

the Nile. For this remarkable benefaction he was honoured with the 
title of Energetes — a token of gratitude on the part of his subjects 
which would have been worse applied had it respected solely his fruit- 
less expedition into the dismembered satrapies of the eastern empire. 
Returning from his pioas toils on the banks of the Tigris, whence, it 
is said, he sent his gods by water carriage to the shores of Arabia, the 
king of Egypt, when arrived in Palestine, insisted upon offering a 
sacrifice of thanksgiving to Jehovah in the temple at Jerusalem, where B.C. 244. 
he sought to gratify His priests with suitable gifts. 

Whilst Ptolemy was exhausting his army by long marches in the 
east, Seleucus was straining every nerve to raise, in the Lesser Asia, a 
competent force for the defence of his remaining territory, as well as 
for the recovery of that which be had lost. The Greeks in that 
country, alarmed at the measures of Hierax, who had formed an 
alliance with the Gauls, nocked once more to the standard of their 
king, and thereby enabled him to garrison his principal torts in Syria, 
and even to meet Ptolemy in the field at the head of a considerable 
army. The two kings met, and fought a bloody battle, in which, 
after great loss on both sides, victory declared for Ptolemy. The Drf«t or 
vanquished prince shut himself up in Antioch, which had been strongly 
fortified : and now, finding his affairs in a desperate condition, he 
resolved to strengthen his army by an accommodation with his brother 
Hierax, who, as we have already mentioned, had enlisted a powerful 
body of Gauls. A treaty, originating in necessity on the one side, 
and on the other acceded to by ambitious intrigue, was not likely to 
be durable: and accordingly, when the king of Egypt, who seems to 
have confined his wishes to the simple act of conquest, without attempt- 
ing to derive any profit from bis military successes, had withdrawn his 
army from Syria to engage in an enterprise of a very different nature, 
the two brothers renewed their suspicions of each other's sincerity, and 
determined on an appeal to arms. 

A destructive war, of three years' duration, was the consequence of b. c. 242. 
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B. c. 242. this mutual distrust. The only memorable battle, however, of which 
Butieof authentic details have reached us, is that which was fought at Anmt, 
Ancy™. w here Hierax, chiefly by the means of his Gallic mercenaries, gained 
a triumph over his royal brother. His success, it is said, had nearly 
proved falsi to himself; for his barbarian allies, giving credence to a 
rumour that Seleucus had perished in the field, instantly resolved to 
despatch the victorious Hierax also, and thereby procure for themselves 
the sovereignty of the Asiatic kingdoms, to which their ambition had 
all along aspired. He escaped, indeed, the dreadful late which was 
intended for him ; but he was compelled to ransom his life at a high 
price from the very soldiers who fought under his command, whose 
maintenance was derived from his stores, 
b. c. 240. The war which had desolated Syria and a large portion of Asia 
Minor was soon after transferred to the province of Babylonia. Hierai. 
accompanied by a hundred thousand of the 
most ferocious of the Gauls, directed his 
march towards the capital of Assyria, where 
he hoped to enrich himself with the plunder 
of that flourishing city, and perhaps to found 
a new kingdom on the same auspicious spot 
in which the dynasty of his paternal bone 
had been first planted. But his hopes wot 
soon blasted, and all his plans rendered 
completely abortive. Seleucus pursued him 
with a large army, which, being reinforced 
AntiKhu mm* *f ^ Maced 01 "*" inhabitants of the pn> 

""""' vince, and, it is added, by eight thoussod 

rvTentinii Babylonian Jews, attacked the predatory Gauls, and defeated them 
TiSnxJ U with so great an overthrow, that their chief was indebted for his 
safety to a speedy flight. Escaping first into Cappadocia, where he 
found a temporary retreat, Hierax next threw himself upon the pro- 
tection of Ptolemy; but this monarch, so far from aiding him in his 
ambitious designs, detained him thirteen years a prisoner in Egypt, 
from which country, at the end of this period, he contrived to procure 
his liberation, only to lose his life whilst crossing the desert into Syria 
by the hands of Arabian robbers. 

Relieved from the war with Egypt, and from the still more harass- 
ing hostility with his brother, Seleucus immediately directed his 
thoughts to the condition of Upper Asia. The Parthians, who were 
now closely allied to the Bactrians, had availed themselves of the 
interval during which Seleucus was employed against Hierax and 
Ptolemy to strengthen their forts and augment their arms, so that 
when the king marched to their borders he found them prepared to 
buret down upon Media, the finest province of his empire. A tedious 
and wasteful warfare now began, which continued with various suc- 
cess during four years, until at length a decisive battle was fought, by 
which the confederates placed their independence on a sure basis, ia 
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which Seleucus lost both his army and his liberty. He was taken A c. 239. 
prisoner by the Parthians, who spared his life ; bat, actuated by an ""*•** "i 
obvious regard for their own security, they seat the royal captive into -fei*u™. 
one of the wildest districts of Upper Asia, where, after enduring a 
restraint of ten years, he is said to nave been killed by a fall from his 

The surname of Callinicns is not to be found on the coins of 
Seleucus, which are with difficulty distinguished from those of his son, 
in consequence of their bearing no date. Towards the close of his 
eventful reign, the island of Rhodes, which had been greatly distressed 
by an earthquake, was especially the object of his princely munificence; 
vast quantities of com, and various other supplies, as well as large 
stores of timber, with an armament of ten quinquiremes, being 
despatched to the scene of disaster. Every step now taken by the 
historical student will portray more and more strongly the evils result- 
ing, not only from many-sided ambition, but from the absence of that 
comprehensive control and sagacious policy which characterized the 
rale of the great Macedonian hero. 

The empire of Darius was already fast passing away from the sue- b. c. 225. 
cessors of Alexander. Two independent states in the upper provinces 
exposed to constant hazard the rich countries of Babylonia, Media, and 
Persia ; whilst a powerful enemy in the west, whose numbers had no 
limits, and whose ambition appeared altogether insatiable, had gained 
a permanent footing in the centre of Asia Minor, and obviously medi- 
tated the conquest of the whole. There was still, however, a strong 
bond of loyalty in the Syrian provinces, which attached them to the 
house of Seleucua. 

Upon hearing of the king's captivity among the Parthians, they s*k-it- u , 
immediately placed on the throne his eldest son, Seleucus III., who, c "* UMt 
to the name of his father was soon after invited to add, for what 
exploit it does not appear, the formidable title of Cerannus, or thunder. 
The most probable accounts, however, inform us that he derived this 
title from the soldiery as a term of contempt, in reference to his 
physical and intellectual weakness. His actual name was undoubtedly 
Aiemnder ; and it was not till after the demise of his lather that be 
assumed the title of Seleucus : his official style, it appears, was that of 
Soter. His cousin Acheua, a soldier possessed of considerable energy 
and talent, assisted Seleucus in carrying out the plans of the deceased 
monarch. An army was speedily equipped for the purpose of ex- 
pelling Attains from his recently acquired possessions in Asia Minor ; 
and it had already passed over Mount Taams, when the king fell a 
victim to assassination, being murdered by Apaturiua, a Gaul, and one 
of his own officers, by name Nicanor. Thus perished ingloriously, after 
a brief reign of three years, Seleucua III., in the twentieth year of his 

Seleucus Cerannus was succeeded by his brother Antiochus, after- 
wards suniamed " the Great," whose life was diversified with a sue- 
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B.C. 223. cession of important events, which, in the close of his reign particu- 
tba'tinat' ' sr '7' brought him into such close contact with tlie Romans, as to 

identify the future history of Syria with that of the western republic 
Fidelity or Antiochus happened to be at Babylon when the throne was rendered 
"*■ vacant by the murder of the reigning prince ; and being still in early 
youth, and consequently unable to maintain his right, he was indebted 
for a quiet accession to the generous and steady conduct of the general 
Achsus. This faithful soldier, himself of the royal line, and possessed 
of the entire devotion of the army, might have seized the crown of 
Seleucus, now about to descend to a child; and he seems even to have 
been invited to perpetrate this act of treason by the mixed and n 
cenary crowd which composed his ranks. But Acfoeus, disc" 
the bribe, and chiding the disloyal sentiments which prevailed ai 
bis troops, conducted the young king to Antioch, which had for some 
time become the more usual residence of the Seleucifhe. 
TywdiMy of Antiochus had no sooner reached the capital of Syria thai: he was 
assailed by the treacherous wiles of Hermeias, a minister to whom the 
late king, on his departure for the east, had committed the care of that 
part of the empire. The main object with this unworthy person, was 
to aggrandize his own family at the expense of his sovereign; for 
which purpose he secured the appointment, of his own two brothers, 
Molon and Alexander, as governors of the very important provinces of 
of Media and Persia, from the inexperienced and unsuspicious Anti- 
Rewitor ochus. Hardly were they established in their satrapies, when the 
AioMjiSr. treasonable spirit by which they were actuated began to show itself. 
They seduced the troops, embezzled the public property, and, as soon 
as (heir arrangements were matured, Molon displayed the standard of 
rebellion in Media, whilst his brother followed his example in Persia. 
The young monarch, impatient to punish his faithless satraps, would 
have marched instantly to the Euphrates at the head of the royal army, 
had not the crafty Hermeias dissuaded him from the undertaking, as 
less suitable for a king than an expedition which he proposed against 
a Syrian province still in the hands of the Egyptians. He distracted 
his mind, too, with groundless fears respecting a meditated rebellion 
on the part of Aclueus, who had been appointed to command some of 
the more western provinces of the Lesser Asia. It was resolved, 
therefore, that two creatures of the minister. Xenon and Theodotns, 
should proceed against the rebels, while the king made preparations 
for a safer triumph nearer home. 
The njti But the activity of the rebels far surpassed the ignorant and ill- 

S'fentad, concerted movements which were made by the royal lieutenant for the 
purpose of reducing them. Molon, having already overrun Media, had 
compelled the kingfs forces to take refuge in the strongholds of Baby- 
lonia, and even threatened the capital itself. Xemetas, another weak 
commander, was despatched with a fresh army to sustain the empire, 
and to punish the traitorous chiefs of Media and Persia : but he, allow- 
ing himself to be surprised in the night, was cut in pieces, with the 
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greater part of his men, by the indefatigable Molon, who immediately 
took possession of Babylon, and gave law to the surrounding country. 

Upon being made acquainted with these disasters, Antiochus would B. c. 222. 
do longer be restrained from proceeding into his eastern dominions, Anttahu 
and fighting his battles in person. His expedition into Cosle-Syria S™^" 
had only redounded to his disgrace ; and he was now resolved to pwwn. 
retrieve bis fortune in a more spacious field, or to perish in the attempt. 
The intrigues of Hermeias could now prevail no further than to detain 
at home, and afterwards destroy, the brave, honest general Epigenes, 
whose counsel would have greatly assisted the inexperience of the king 
in the important war he was about to wage. Deprived of this valuable 
aid, the royal commander, nevertheless, conducted bis armament with 
considerable skill ; and having crossed the Tigris, in defiance of all die 
stratagems practised by his enemies in the field, and by his still more 
dangerous enemies in the cabinet, he soon found himself in a condition 
to compel Molon either to hazard a battle or to abandon his province. 
The rebellious satrap was extremely desirous to shun an engagement 
with the king in person. He attempted, therefore, to surprise his 
camp in the dark ; and proceeding for this purpose with a body of 
chosen desperadoes, by secret paths, would probably have effected his 
object, had not a few youths, whose feelings of loyalty opposed the 
perpetration of such an atrocity, deserted from his side to give intel- 
ligence of his design. Molon, as soon as he ascertained that some men 
had left him, conjectured the true cause of their departure, and imme- 
diately returned to his army to prepare for a general action. 

Early in the morning Antiochus was in the field, marshalling his 
troops, and confirming their resolution to avenge his cause on the 
beads of the rebels. Molon, though still unwilling to put all his con- 
quests: and hopes to the hazard of a battle, could not retreat in the Bi c _ 221 
presence of the royal army, being perfectly aware that in the disposi- 
tion which then prevailed in his ranks, as well as among the native 
inhabitants of the countries which he had subdued, a retrograde move- 
ment would be equivalent to the most disastrous defeat The armies 
advanced as if to determine the contending claims of their masters by 
their swords. But no sooner did the Asiatics behold the graceful 
person of the young Antiochus leading on his right wing to the con- Molon md 
flict, than they almost with one consent abjured the cause of the J,'2Sd by 
traitor, whom they deserted without striking a blow, and passed over uwk uaaft, 
to the standard which they had marched out to oppose. Such as did 
not join the king were dispersed over the adjacent provinces. Molon, 
with his brothers Alexander and Niolaus, preferred a voluntary death ; 
and Hermeias, whose complicated villany was at length detected, paid 
the penalty of his treason and numerous perjuries. 

Of all the iniquities chargeable upon that wicked minister none is Revolt of 
more to be deplored, on account of its melancholy consequences, than '"*■"■ 
the alienation which he effected between Antiochus and the generous 
Aciueos. The king bad been induced to treat the latter as a rebel ; 
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b. c. 221. and the feeling of self-defence bad suggested to the abused governor 
the necessity of fortifying his interests even against bis royal master. 
Daring the absence of Antiochus in the east, Achajus assumed 
sovereignty in the provinces which he had been appointed to command; 
and accordingly, when the victorious army returned into Syria, it was 
expected that its next service would be directed against the usurping 
satrap of Asia Minor. 
vi«»iof But the ambition of Antiochus prevailed over his resentment. Ad 

*"jfcjj* opportunity now presented itself for the recovery of Ccele-Syria, a con- 
quest which he had formerly attempted without success ; and the 
acquisition appeared to him of too much importance to be either 
neglected or postponed. The same commander, who had so skilfully 
defeated all his measures in the former campaign, having become dis- 
gusted with the treatment which he received from the court of Egypt, 
was now prepared to surrender the province to him, together with ■ 
considerable fleet stationed in one of the ports. Antiochus, on this 
occasion, succeeded to the utmost extent of his wishes ; for he not 
only reduced the greater part of the strongholds in Ccele-Syria, bat 
also expelled the Egyptian troops from Seleucia Pieria, a place which 
they had garrisoned ever since it was first conquered by Ptolemy 



_ Ptolemy Philopator, who was now on the throne of Egypt, and 

i l hHrawT T surrounded by the most selfish and unprincipled advisers, could not 
tail, nevertheless, to perceive that his kingdom was threatened with a 
very serious danger. Antiochus, at 
the head of a formidable army, had 
not scrupled to make known hit 
intention of invading his territories; 
and no obstacle intervened to save 
his subjects from that dreadful 
visitation except the desert which 
separated Egypt from the Syrian 
dominions. The sand of the wilder- 
ness, however, had often, in former 
times, protected the fertile fields of 
the Kile; and the counsellors of 
Ptolemy advised him to have re- 
course to its aid in the present 
emergency. They began by de- 
stroying all the wells between the 
ptoiems raioj««. Nile and the frontiers of Palestine; 

after which they opened the flood- 
gates of the river to inundate the adjacent country, so as to completely 
). prevent the approach of any considerable force. Meanwhile a nego- 
tiation was entered into by the belligerent powers, which was 
vigorously seconded by an embassy from Rhodes and Byzantium, states 
in alliance with Egypt, who could not but Buffer severely from a pro- 
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traded war between the two principal maritime kingdoms on the shores n. c 
of the Mediterranean. 



The Egyptians did not, however, devote all their attention to the 
pending treaty. On the contrary, they employed all the means in their 
power for raising an army to check the pretensions of Antiochns, 
whose ambitious views were not a little encouraged by the knowledge 
which he possessed of their defenceless condition, as well as of die 
king's indolent and voluptuous character. They collected troops from 
their colonies in Africa, from the shores of Asia Minor, where they 
had still a number of garrison towns, and above all from the Grecian 
republics, which could at all times supply a large body of good 
soldiers, ready to serve the most liberal master. 

Having protracted the negotiation until they had collected, in the 
neighbourhood of Alexandria, an array of seventy-five thousand foot, 
fivi- thousand horse, and seventy elephants, the ministers of the 
Egyptian king assumed a higher tone, and retracted their concessions. 
They demanded that Code-Syria should be forthwith restored to their 
master, as having been delivered up to Antiochus by the hands of a 
traitor ; whilst, with very little regard to consistency, they claimed 
fnr Achteus, who was actually in arms against his sovereign, all the 
benefits of the pacification which they were about to establish between 
Svria and Egypt As these terms could not be admitted, both parties 
prepared for battle. The army of Antiochus was not much inferior 
to that of Ptolemy in numerical strength, whilst its deficiency in foot 
soldiers was amply compensated by cavalry and elephants. 



Attempted 
of Plolray. 
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The Egyptians were the first to take the field. Having crossed the 
desert, they came in sight of the enemy's advanced posts, who bad 
already pitched his camp at Gaza, where he finally mustered his forces. 
Whilst the two armies were thus opposed to each other on the bor- 
ders of the wilderness, it occurred to Theodotus, the former governor 
of Ccele-Syria, who was now in the ranks of Antiocbus, that he might 
render bis new master an essential service were he to succeed in a 
private attempt on the life of Ptolemy. Favoured by the darkness of 
the night, and his knowledge of the Egyptian dress and language, 
both of which he assumed for the occasion, he found little difficulty in 
reaching the pavilion where the king was wont to feast and to enjoy 
the society of his particular friends, Ptolemy, however, was accus- 
tomed to sleep in a more private tent, a circumstance which had 
escaped the inquiry of the vindictive -Stolian ; the latter, therefore 
plunging his dagger into the breast of the royal physician, and wound- 
ing two other attendants, some one of whom he mistook for Ptolemv, 
returned to the Syrian lines without having effected his object. The 
Egyptians, enraged at the murder of Andreas, and still more at the 
meditated assassination of their sovereign, became impatient for buttle ; 
and as the commanders were willing to take advantage of the indigna- 
tion and eager desire for revenge which prevailed throughout the 
camp, they made haste to lead forth their troops, with the view of 
compelling Antiochua to a combat. 

It is impossible not to observe that the Macedonian system of fight- 
ing was now greatly modified by the introduction of Asiatic evolutions, 
and more especially by the cumbrous movements of elephants. At 
the battle of Raphia there were nearly two hundred of these animals 
in the field, creating, as usual, a groundless confidence, and a still mote 
groundless terror. The fortune of the day declared at first for Anti 
ochus, who commanded one of bis wings in person. Misled, however, 
by the ardour of pursuit, he soon afforded such an advantage to his 
adversary as enabled him not only to repair his loss, but even to gain 
in the end a most complete victory. Fourteen thousand Syrian foot- 
men and three hundred cavalry are said to have been left dead in the 
field, whilst the number of prisoners exceeded four thousand. Ccele- 
Syria, Palestine, and Phoenicia were immediately restored to Egypt; 
on the basis of which concessions a peace was soon afterwards con- 
cluded between the two kingdoms. 

Relieved from the pressure of the Egyptian war, Antiochus forth- 
with directed his attention to the affairs of the Lesser Asia, where 
Achteus, profiting by circumstances, had greatly extended his power, 
and enlarged his dominions. Phrygia and Lydia constituted the main 
body of his kingdom, whence he had made encroachments on Bithynia 
and Pergamus, whose kings, I'rusias and Attalus, had been comjielled 
to purchase his forbearance by surrendering a portion of their territories. 
He had likewise further strengthened himself by an alliance with 
Mithridates, the king of Pontus ; receiving in marriage a princess of 
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that nation, whose name was Laodice, and whose heroic and devoted B. c. 218. 
attachment daring the siege of Sardis has given her a just celebrity 
in the annals of Phrygia. 

The power of Achteus, however, soon gave way before the com- b. c. 211!. 
bined forces of Antiochus and of 
Attains, who, to revenge himself 
upon his inveterate enemy, had 
joined the standard of the king 
of Syria. In one campaign 
Achasus was driven from the 
field, and compelled to take re- 
fuge in the strong citadel of 
Sardis. Anticipating the worst 
that might befal him, he had 
accumulated within the walls a 
large supply of pre 
military stores ; and a 
was sufficiently e: 
commodate the greater part of 
his army, he wits folly prepared 
to sustain the casualties of a Atuiwi 

lengthened siege. 

But his hopes were disappointed by the success of a stratagem b. c. 215. 
which was practised against the city. It was taken in the night, and 
subjected to all the horrors which attend an assault on a town in the 
occupation of rebels — an event which confined his confidence of resist- 
ance to the strength of the citadel, in which his remaining troops were 
now shut up. 

The ministers of Ptolemy, who had encouraged Achttus in his re- 
bellion, learning that he was now hard pressed by his victorious master, 
bethought themselves of an expedient whereby at once to save their 
ally, and even to embroil Syria in a civil war. They employed one 
of their tools, Balis, a Cretan, to seduce some of Antiochus's soldiers 
employed in the blockade of Sardis to assist in the escape of Achteus. 
It was intended that the rebel satrap shonld proceed to A ntioch, should 
proclaim himself king of Syria, and, by the help of Egypt, should dis- 
pute with the successor of Seleucus the possession o£ the throne. The 
crafty Balis, however, betrayed his employers, and delivered up Betnyii 
Acharas into the bands of Antiochus, who caused him to be put to JUJjJjJ' 1 of 
death, and his body, wrapped in an ass's skin, to be fixed upon a 
cross- A herald soon announced to the citadel that Achffus had paid 
the penalty of his treason, and exhorted the besieged to surrender. 
Stimulated by Laodice, the wife of their general, they preferred to 
abide the chance of an assault, which, however, being renewed from 
time to time, at length subdued their spirits, and induced them to 
listen to the terms proposed by Antiochus. 

Having chastised the spirit of rebellion in Asia Minor, Antiochus 
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B.C. 214. immediately prepared to carry Lis arms against the Bactrians and 

Eipaiitjon parthiang. More titan thirty years had now elapsed since those hardr 

BKtrkud Asiatics had refused to pay tribute, and to acknowledge allegiance In 

** nbi ** the descendants of Seleucus, being firmly resolved to support their 

liberty, and to maintain, on their respective thrones, the dynasty which 

they had been pleased to invest with the royal power and bonoun. 

Anm ill. Arsaces, the third of the name, reigned at this period over the 

Parthians; whilst the Bactrians were governed by Euthydemns, 

who was likewise the third sovereign from the new em of their 

independence. 

victory or Of the campaign which followed in those remote countries, the 

Anuochui, detail furnished by Polybius are neither numerous nor particular. It 

appears that the first movements of Antiochus were attended with so 

much success, that Arsaces was glad to purchase peace on the hard 

condition of joining the army of the conqueror against his neighbour 

Euthydemns. The latter, confident in his strength, or wishing to save 

his people from the ravages of actual war, marched forth to meet the 

king of Syria in a contiguous province. A battle took place on the 

banks of the Arius, where the arms of the Syrian monarch obtained a 

signal triumph, in which the monarch himself displayed much courage 

and address. The loss of his horse, which was killed under him, and 

a severe wound in the face, which dashed out his teeth, could not 

shake his resolution. He remained at die head of his troops, receiving 

charge after charge from the barbarian cavalry, until he had completely 

checked their impetuosity and thinned their ranks. 

Euthydemus was more successful in negotiation than in the field. 
He represented to Antiochus that he had never personally rebelled 
against the king of Syria, but that be bad mounted the throne of 
Bactria in right of conquest achieved over an usurper or the son of an 
usurper; that it would be bod policy in the sovereign of Asia to 
weaken the kingdom of the Bactrians, whose power might be rendered 
extremely useful in defending the northern frontiers, and in checking 
the inroads of the savage tribes, which were ever ready to pour down 
upon its central provinces ; and, finally, that the victor ought to grant 
such terms to the chiefs whom he had just subdued as would make it 
their interest to support him as an ally, and to court his favour as 
their natural prptector. Antiochus was not deaf to this plausible 
reasoning ; and being much pleased with Demetrius, the son of the 
Bactrian king, he acceded to the proposals of which the prince was 
the bearer, assuring the youth that his father should be allowed to 
retain his royal title and independence, and that to himself he would 
give one of his daughters in marriage. 

The aflaira of the north being thus amicably settled, Ajitiochns 
applied his experienced mind to other departments of government, 
restoring confidence and happiness to his numerous subjects in the east. 
During the seven years that he spent at this time in Asia, be appears 
to have ratified' treaties and confirmed alliances with several kings on 
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the bonks of the Indus. Both bis wealth and power received con- B.C. 214. 
siderable accessions, for we are told by Poly bins that he returned to 
Babylon with immense treasures and a hundred and fifty elephants. 
After another successful expedition to the mouth of the Euphrates, 
where he dislodged a band of Arabian pirates who infested the com- 
mercial city of Gerra, he proceeded to Antioch, the capital of his king- b. c. 202. 
dom, laden with honour, riches, and warlike reputation. It was at 
this the most brilliant period of his reign, B.C. 202, that the title of 
Great was conferred upon him. 

The same year in which Antiochus retained from his eastern Dwoi of 
triumphs, Ptolemy Philopator, the king of Egypt, brought his life to [HJStej 
a close by a series of vicious indulgences. Ptolemy IV. (Philopator), 
the eldest son of Euergetes, was a prince tar inferior in talent to his 
father ; and the very opening of his reign (b. c, 222) bad been marked 
by crimes of the deepest dye. The mnrder of his mother Berenice, his 
brother Magas, and his uncle Lysimachns, were fitting preludes to the 
deep debauchery which closed his existence. To Sosibius, his minister, 
a man totally incapable of the cares of government, he intrusted, with- 
out scruple, the political management of the state. The ruin of mili- 
tary discipline and the distraction of the kingdom rapidly demonstrated 
the til-omened nature of the appointment. 

At length, after a succession of political and military enormities, a 
body of Greek mercenaries, and a force of Egyptian troops, trained upon 
the Macedonian model, marched from Alexandria under the command 
of Philopator himself. In the battle of Raphia, already noticed, fortune 
declared for Ptolemy ; and the success of the Egyptians might have 
been still more signally continuous, had not the indolence of Ptolemy 
induced him to hasten homewards to a life of luxury and inglorious 
ease. The vice and the effeminacy of Philopator mark the commence- 
ment of the decline of the kingdom of Egypt, which from this period 
experienced a rapid fall. Notwithstanding his degraded moral position, 
Philopator encouraged the literary institutions of Alexandria. To the 
Romans, during their struggle with Carthage, he sent Large supplies of 
corn. While ambitious of exhibiting his wealth, he was one of the 
first who constructed ships of vast magnitude, one of which was pro- 
pelled by forty banks of oars. His sue- b^wEL. 
cessor, Ptolemy Epiphanes, was a mere child 
— a circumstance which appears to have sug- 
gested to the king of Syria and to Philip of 
Macedon the ungenerous project of seizing 
upon his dominions. The former, at the 
head of a victorious army, and the latter 
having under his command the finest fleet at 
that time on the sea, proceeded without de- 
lay to accomplish their scheme of partition. 
Autiochua met but little resistance in his ptoimry Epiptu» 

t--"- 1 * .Google 
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. invasion of Ccele-Syria and Palestine ; and Philip reduced the greater 
part of the cities in Asia Minor which belonged to the crown of Egret, 
as well as several of the islands on the Grecian coast, which had now 
during a long period of time acknowledged the sway of the Ptolemies. 
In the prosecution of his ambitious plans, however, the Macedonian 
excited the enmity of the Rhodians, who, inviting the co-operation of 
Attains, the king of Pergamus, put to sea with a large navy, and 
engaged his fleet in the bay of Casyste. Their success, indeed, was 
not equal to their seal ; but the interference of the Romans, who 
already affected to act as the protectors of Greece, repressed the selfish 
policy of Philip, and called his attention to the safety of his paternal 
dominions. 

As Attains, the Rhodians, and the Egyptians were all in alliance 
with the Romans, the late unprovoked war on the kingdom of the 
young Ptolemy, and the subsequent aggression on the territory of 
Pergamns, afforded a sufficient pretext to the republicans of Italy for 
interfering with the projects of Antiochus, as well as with those of 
Philip. Attalus, indeed, entreated his powerful allies to send their 
legions into Asia Minor to protect his country against the Syrians, of 
else to relieve him from the pressure of the war with the Macedonians. 
But the Romans were not yet quite prepared to accept the invitation. 
They pretended to consider Antiochus as their ally, and remonstrated 
against the use of arms until the more gentle methods of conference 
and solicitation should have been tried. An embassy was accordingly 
despatched to Antjoch, informing the Syrian monarch that his hostili- 
ties in Asia Minor were far from being agreeable to the republic; that 
the enemies of Syria were the friends of Rome, and must be protected; 
and that if he wished to avoid the resentment of the Roman senate 
and people he must forthwith recal bis troops from Pergamus, as well 
as from all tie Grecian dependencies of Egypt 

Antiochus complied so far with the request of these warlike 
umpires as to withdraw his army from Asia Minor. His motive, 
however, for this important step was not to gratify the Romans, nor 
to relieve the fears of their client, the king of Pergamus. He had 
heard of preparations in Egypt for depriving him once more of his 
favourite provinces, Palestine and Ccele-Syria. Scopes, an Mtdian 
chief, had been sent to raise an army among his hardy countrymen, 
and was now on his march to attack the colonies which we have just 
named, at the head of a considerable force of Greeks and Egyptians. 
Antiochus did not give them time to extend their ravages, or to 
increase their ranks among his Syro-Phcemcian subjects. He advanced 
against Scopas, defeated him in a memorable battle, near the foot of 
Mount Panius, compelled him to take refuge in Sidon, a place of some 
strength, and afterwards to surrender with his army at discretion. 

Antiochus, unwilling to relinquish his claims on the provinces of 
Asia Minor and the cities of Greece, which seemed still to belong to 
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him as the successor of Seleucus Nicator, prepared, in the spring, a 6. c. 197. 
large fleet and a powerful land force, to pursue his designs on the 
shores of the JKgiran. He sent his army to Sardis under the com- 
mand of his two sous Arrives and Mithridates, whilst he conducted in 
person a hundred galleys to Ephesua, where he established his head- 
quarters. To prevent all interruption that might arise on the part of 
Egypt, he entered into a friendly correspondence with that kingdom, 
and concluded with the regency a treaty of marriage between die young 
Epiphanes and his daughter Cleopatra, binding himself to transfer with 
the bride, when the parties came of age, the long-disputed provinces 
of Phoenicia and Ccele-Syria. 

No sooner had Antiochus collected his forces in the Grecian sea, AtueiuUu 
than he proceeded to attack certain strongholds in MyBia and Caria, J,£jt£ d ° c 
which had formerly belonged to Macedon. He next directed his &ii». 
generals to besiege Smyrna and Lampsacus, whilst he himself, crossing 
the Hellespont, advanced into Thrace, and made himself master of the 
Chersoucsu.'i. Finding Lysimachia in ruins, he began to rebuild its walls, 
and to repair its fortifications, that, as the heir of Seleucus, he might 
thence issue his commands to the warlike Thraciaus, who had long been 
accustomed to acknowledge a ruler in one of Alexander's successors. 

Whilst these things were in progress, the Isthmian games were b.c. 196. 
announced at Corinth, and were attended, as usual, by representatives 
from all the kings and states which claimed any connection with 
Greece. The Roman proconsul appeared in the name of his republic, 
as the liberator and protector of the whole Grecian commonwealth, 
and made known that he was ready to hear the ambassadors from the 
several powers which were either at actual war, or had controversies 
to determine. The envoy of Antiochus was heard at considerable 
length in defence of the measures which his master was pursuing ; but 
the Roman replied to his numerous arguments by a declaration that 
the conduct of the king of Syria was offensive to the people and senate 
of Rome, that his conquests must be relinquished, and his troops with- 
drawn within the limits of his Asiatic dominions. A conference was 
afterwards held in the camp of Antiochus, in which he renewed the DtKuatou 
renewing which his ambassador had employed at Corinth, and in Jjjj'u^m 
which his arguments were again met, on the part of the Roman com- »nd tin 
missionere, by the same declarations and threatenings which had been Ro3!ln "' 
used on that occasion. As nothing was to be gained from men who 
had been instructed to make no concessions, and to put their chief 
confidence in the power of the sword, which they knew was about to 
be drawn, whatever might be the result of their deliberations, Anti- 
ochus broke up the meeting with an expression of displeasure, inti- 
mating that he had no intention of submitting his interests to the 
Romans either as judges or as umpires. 

We take leave of Antiochus for the present, to resume the narrative 
of events in connection with Egypt. 
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Egypt. 



Ptolemy Philadelphia had been somewhat accustomed to the exer- 
cise of power before the reins of government were entirely left in his 
hands by the death of his lather. The insulated position of Egypt, 
and its great natural defences, protected it successfully from the devas- 
tation of the Gauls, whose power was so terribly felt in Mao-don arid 
in the Lesser Asia; whilst the wise policy pursued by the first Ptolemy 
had secured for his kingdom a vast accession of inhabitants, of com- 
mercial industry, and of military power, Philadelphus, therefore, 
upon ascending the throne, found himself one of the greatest mouarchs 
of his age, having, besides the kingdom of Egypt, properly so called, 
the provinces of Phoenicia, Code-Syria, Cyrene, the island of Cyprus, 
Pamphylta, Cilicia, Lycia, Caria, and the greater part of the Cyclades, 
subject to his dominion. The son of the renowned Soter was not, 
however, a warlike character. He cultivated the arts, and gave great 
encouragement to learning ; but throughout his whole reign he appears 
to have been unwilling to attempt anything by arms which could pos- 
sibly be obtained by treaties, or even by moderate concession. Upon 
hearing, for instance, of the great successes of the Romans against 
Pyrrhus, he sent ambassadors to them to congratulate them on their 
success, and to desire their friendship. The people of Rome, gratified 
by this mark of attention, and eager to gain a footing on the southern 
shores of the Mediterranean, made baste to despatch envoys to me 
court of Ptolemy, ostensibly to return the civilities of so great a 
monarch, but, in fact, to lay the foundation of that influence over tbe 
affairs of Egypt, which, at no distant period, rendered that kingdom 
an obedient ally, and afterwards a humble tributary to tie republic of 
the Tiber. 

The first war in which the forces of Philadelphus seem to have been 
employed, was that provoked by the ambition of Antigonua Gooatas 
in his attempt to reduce the Grecian states to the power of Macedon. 
Tbe Egyptian fleet failed, indeed, of success in its endeavour to relieve 
Athens ; but tbe armament gained considerable credit by adding to 
the dominions of its master some valuable towns, situated on the 
Thracian coast, as well as several islands in the -Egtean sea. 
1. The revolt of Magas, the governor of Cyrene, engaged the peaceful 
Ptolemy in a series of warlike operations, both against his rebellions 
brother and against Antiochus, whose sister, Apama, Magas had mar- 
ried. The occurrences which took place in die contest with Syria 
have been already described ; and it has also been mentioned that the 
insurrection of Magas was finally compromised by a treaty, by which 
Berenice, the infant daughter of the governor of Cyrene, was betrothed 
to Ptolemy Eoergetes, the son of Philadelphus. According to this 
arrangement, the young Euergetes received with his cousin Berenice 
the allegiance of Cyrene, and some dependent districts on the coast of 
Libya — a consummation which, by restoring peace at home, enabled 
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his father to devote his undivided attention to the pursuits of science, b. c. 264. 
the decoration of his cities, and the iuternal improvement of his king- **™^; ht 
dom. There arose, after this, indeed, a »rti rate 

war of considerable length between ' ' ™^' 

Syria and Egypt, excited by the vio- 
lence of Apama, the mother of Bere- 
nice ; but as Ptolemy did not take the 
field in person, the movements of his 
armies did not materially interfere with 
his benevolent schemes for extending 
commerce and agriculture among the 
industrious classes, and for promoting 
literature among the studious and 
wealthy. The great canal which he 
constructed between the Red Sea and 
the Nile proves at once his zeal and 
the high perfection to which the me- 
chanical arts had attained; whilst his Hunnita. 
magnificent libraries, his schools, mu- 
seum, and academies, and the numerous poets, historians, and philo- 
sophers who occupied or adorned them, attest his liberality and 
discernment of character. After a prosperous reign of thirty-eight 
years, Ptolemy Philadelphus yielded to the infirmities of nature, and 
left a powerful and very flourishing kingdom to his successor 
Euergetes. 

The new reign was clouded by a dark occurrence at Antioch, which b. c. 246. 
again involved Egypt and Syria in war. It has been already related, S?7™*' |, Df 
that when peace was concluded between Antiochus and Philadelphus, (En'^rtn). 
the latter gave to the former his daughter Berenice in marriage, stipu- 
lating that the offspring of that union should succeed to the Syrian 
throne, though Antiochus had, by his wife Laodice, a son, already 
arrived at the age of manhood. The repudiated queen murdered her 
husband, and placed Seleucus on the vacant throne ; who, in order to 
remove all competition on the part of Berenice and her child, made no 
scruple to deprive them both of life. Euergetes could not behold such 
proceedings unmoved. Advancing into Syria at the head of a powerful 
army, he took possession of the greater part of the country, which 
seems not to have been defended, and of the cities, the majority of 
which opened their gates at his approach. The important town of 
Seleucia Pieria, the seaport of the capital, fell into his hands : in the 
neighbourhood of which he was still further gratified with the appre- 
hension of the cruel Laodice, at whose instigation his sister and nephew 
had lost their lives. The punishment of that unprincipled female 
seems, however, to have completely satiated his resentment; for, 
instead of securing his conquests in Syria, and achieving the entire 
humiliation of Seleucus, be led his army on a plundering expedition 
into the remote provinces of Asia, whence, as we have already stated, 
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B.C. 246. he returned to the shores of Africa in triumph, laden with s 
encumbered with Egyptian idols. 



b. c. 224. Soon after his reappearance in Egypt, Euergetes was solicited be 
Cleomenes, the king of Sparta, to grant the assistance of his arms in 
the struggle which that republic was. then supporting with Antigonns, 
the ruler of Macedon, and with the members of the Achaean leagne. 
But the battle of Sellasia proved that the aid afforded was inadequate. 
Cleomenes fled to the banks of the Nile, where he found his august 

ConqoMtof ally reposing under the successful banners of a numerous army, which 
' he bad just led home from the savage mountains of Ethiopia, whither 

his love of romantic conquests had conducted them. He appears to 
have penetrated into the interior provinces of Abyssinia, and to hire 
subdued the rude tribes which dwelt on the shores of the Red Sea. 
levying on the unfortunate natives the most oppressive contributions 
in cattle, gold, perfumes, and other articles belonging to that valuable 
merchandise which the Ethiopians and Arabs had long carried «i 
with their Egyptian neighbours. At Adulis, the principal seaport of 
Abyssinia, be collected his victorious troops, and pronounced to them 
a speech on the wonderful exploits which they had achieved tinder his 
auspices, and on the numerous benefits which they had thereby secured 
to their native country. The throne on which he sat, composed of 
white marble and supported by a slab of porphyry, was consecrated to 
the god of war, whom he chose to claim for his father and patron; 
and that the descendants of the vanquished Ethiopians might not be , 
ignorant of their obligations to Ptolemy Euergetes, king of Egypt, he 
gave orders that his name and principal triumphs should be inscribed 
on the votive chair. These inscriptions, it is worthy of remark, are 
still preserved, and constitute the only historical account that has 
reached these times of the Ethiopian warfare of this Egyptian monareh. 
About seven hundred years after the reign of Euergetes, they were 
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first published in the Topography of Cosmue Indicopleustes, a Grecian b. c. 224. 
monk, by whom they were copied on the spot. The traveller Bruce, BiMiiu 
moreover, informs that the Stone containing the name of Ptolemy ^J™** 1 " 
Euergetea, serves as a footstool to the throne on which the kings of»»i"«- 
Abyssinia are crowned at this day. Among the ruins of Axum, too, 
the ancient capital of that country, various fragments of marble have 
been found, bearing the name and title of the same Egyptian sovereign. 
This empty fame, however, is the only return that ever recompensed 
the toils of Euergetes among the fierce barbarians of the south. 

About this period three kings succeeded to their respective thrones, b. c. 221 . 
all of which bad been founded by the successors of Alexander ; namely, 
Philip IV. to the Macedonian, Antiochus III. to the Syrian, and 
Ptolemy Philopator to the Egyptian kingdom. The two last, whose 
dominions were almost contiguous, and whose interests were frequently 
opposed, soon found themselves in arms against each other. The 
king of Hacedou was again fully occupied with the Gauls and Romans, 
and with such of the Grecian states as adhered to those invaders. 
Our historical notices, however, are in connection with Philopator, 
who appears soon to have confuted his hostility against Antiochus to 
the encouragement which he afforded to AcLeus, the rebel satrap, 
who had usurped the sovereignty of certain provinces in Ana Minor. 
It was not till the Syrian monarch returned from his expedition into 
Media, and bad obtained from the treachery of Theodoras possession 
of Ccele-Syria and Phoenicia, that the military power of Egypt was 
called into exertion. 

We have already given an account of the battle of Raphia, which B.C. 228. 
at once saved the kingdom of Ptolemy, and checked the growing P^^J„ 
ascendency of Antiochus. The victorious king remained several 
months in the provinces which he bad thus regained, in which he 
seems to have been received with submission and loyalty by a people 
who, being accustomed to change masters according to the issue of a 
campaign or an intrigue, could not be supposed to entertain any deep 
sentiment of affection either for Syrian or Egyptian prince. The only 
remarkable event which occurred during the residence of Philopator in 
Syria, is the visit which he paid to the temple at Jerusalem. Struck 
with the solemn appearance of the holy fane, and still more with the 
veneration which was entertained for it by every pious Israelite, his 
curiosity waa so &r excited, that he insisted upon being admitted into 
all parts of the house, even into the holy of holies. The sequel of the 
story partakes somewhat of the marvellous ; and the only part of it 
which admits of no doubt is the violent resentment which inflamed 
the breast of the king against the whole Jewish nation, as being 
implicated in the affront which be had sustained. He visited all Jews 
with the severest punishment, and disgraced his capital with crimi- 
nality the most atrocious, and with the grossest vice. A civil war was 
the result, and thousands of his people perished under the hands of 
mercenary soldiers. The suppression of these tumults only paved the 
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. way for a conspiracy against the royal advisers ; and during the massacre 
that ensued Ptolemy Philopator was carried off by death, leaving his 
kingdom to a child about five years of age. 

The minority of the young king was disturbed by several attempts 
and rumours of conspiracy, none of which appears to have had any 
foundation, except that which originated with Scopas, the -Etolian. 
dele-Syria and Phoenicia had once more acknowledged allegiance to 
Antiochus ; and the Egyptian ministers, as usual, entered into a reso- 
lution to take advantage of that monarch's absence in Thrace, in order 
to recover those disputed provinces for the crown of Alexandria. This 
attempt led to the battle of Panius, in which the forces of the regency 
sustained a signal defeat; bat as the subsequent proceedings of 
Antiochns were modified by the ascendency of Roman influence, which, 
in like manner, gradually extended itself to Egypt, the history of 
Alexander's successors may now be regarded as concluded. From 
this time new views and new interests occupy the theatre of politics 
and of war in Greece, Asia Minor, Syria, and Egypt The auspices 
of the Soman generals and proconsuls supersede henceforward the 
fortunes of Macedon, snd the genius of Athens and Lacedsmon. The 
descendants of JSacos give place to the sons of Flaminins, Crassus, and 
JSmilius ; and the glory of the legion is destined to eclipse the proud 
splendour of the phalanx. Even the fame of Alexander himself is 
almost equalled by the renown of Cffsar, as a skilful warrior and an 
expert politician ; and the wide range of territory which was won by 
the Macedonian hero is surpassed by that which acknowledged the 
sway of the imperial eagle. 
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CHAPTER X. 



PRO* B.C. 268 TO B. c 213. 

There is, perhaps, nothing in the whole compass of literature which Comtimton 
so violently distracts the feelings of the reader between admiration and on-dm 
disgust as the history of the Grecian republics. The patriotism, the KpnMiw. 
courage, the enterprising genius, the consummate ability which dis- 
tinguished them in war; the activity and grateness, the industry and 
taste displayed by them in all the arts of peace, have established them 
as the subjects of panegyric, and the models for imitation among all 
succeeding nations; while discord, rapine, and violence of every kind, 
proscriptions the most unjust, and revolutions the most bloody, con- 
tinually occurring, excite a just horror in every virtuous mind, and 
reconcile to their lot those people who enjoy a less splendid reputation 
and lees cultivated faculties under the peace and security of more 
settled governments. 

Tbe miserable prevalence of sedition and domestic warfare, which 
proved the scourge and the disgrace of Greece, is unquestionably 
attributable to the defect of her political constitutions : it is the in- 
evitable result of a number of small independent states, in close contact 
with each other, yet united, for the most part, by no perceptible 
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b. c. 268. common interest, end stimulated to hostility by the predatory habits 
of the age, and by jealousies respecting the purity of their descent 
from the founders of the Hellenic family. Federalism is the only 
system which can, in any degree, bind the res tl&» spirit of democracy; 
and so far was this system from being generally understood or desired 
in Greece, that the fundamental laws of almost all its repnblics tended 
directly to prevent its adoption. The t,ty/\aala of the Spartans was, 
more or less, the recognised principle of every state ; and all con- 
nection by marriage, or by the possession of property, with any adjoin- 
ing city, was forbidden under severe penalties. 
Projertfariu The evil was seen and deplored by the wisest and best men of all 
m "*"' ages ; and great pains were taken, at various periods, to compose the 
jarring interests of the petty towns, by including them all under the 
supreme direction of two or three powerful states, with the title of 
allies. Bat the continual efforts of these greater powers to seduce or 
to compel the smaller republics from their allegiance to their rivals, 
and the violent political dissensions which thence arose in every town 
between the advocates of the opposing interests, proved a source of 
mischief no lees extensive and fatal than the jealousies of the inde- 
pendent villages; and at length satisfied the impartial and reflecting 
portion of the people, that nothing but a confederacy on equal terms 
could ever produce lasting peace, and unite the whole Grecian name in 
one invincible league against foreign enemies. This liberal policy was 
of course opposed, and its sucwes, in a great measure, defeated, 
by those overbearing states, which had long exercised an oppressive 
empire over the smaller republics, and which regarded with indig- 
nation every attempt to deprive them of their supremacy. The 
Olynthians, whose project for a free confederation appears to have 
been ably and generously planned, were almost immediately suppressed 
by the vigilant and ambitious power of Laoedamon ; and the Acbean 
had long been labouring to unite the interests of all Peloponnesus, 
before they could succeed in completing the celebrated League which 
bore their name. They met with determined opposition from Sparta, 
and still more from Macedon, now openly aspiring to the empire of 
Greece ; and they had no statesmen among them of sufficient talents 
and courage to surmount these formidable obstacles. 
origin of th<! Achas was first reduced to the form of a kingdom by Tisamemts, 
L^ffo" the son of Orestes, who was expelled from Sparfai cm the return of the 
b.c. 371. Heraclidss. The crown descended regularly in the same family to 
Gyges, whose sons, according to Polybius, 1 aiming at absolute power, 
instead of being contented with the constitutional monarchy of their 
forefathers, occasioned a revolution, in which the government became 
democratical, and so continued, during all the changes in its foreign 
relations, until the power of Philip and of Alexander overwhelmed the 
freedom of Greece. The commonwealth comprised twelve towns, 
named Paine, Dyme, Pliarse, Tritaa, Leontium, £gira, Pellene, 
'Lib.fl.41. r Cnnolr 
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jEgium, Bora, Cerannia, Olemim, and Helice, the last of which was B.C. 
swallowed up by the encroachment of the sea. " They were governed 
by the same laws, administered by magistrates, counsellors, and judges 
elected in common ; they used the same weights, measures, and coins ; 
and, in short, might all have passed for one city, had they been con- 
tained by the same wall."' 

The supreme power of the League resided ultimately in the general in 
assembly of deputies from each of the constituent states, which met ™" u 
twice every year, in the spring and in the autumn, and as often at 
other seasons as the exigency of affairs demanded. In this assembly 
was vested every function, both legislative and executive, as well as 
the appointment of all the officers of state. The first of these might 
be called the general or stockholder of the League ; he was elected 
annually, and could not hold his office more than twelve months con- 
secutively. He was assisted by a cabinet of ten members, entitled 
Demiourgoi, without whose advice he could lay nothing before the 
assembly, and who formed a council of regency during his absence on 
military service. A similar constitution, on a smaller scale, was 
established in every town of the League, to administer its individual 
government, and to provide for the due execution of the laws. 

It appears probable that these laws did not essentially differ from 
those of the " twelve tables," in their general spirit ; but of their par- 
ticular provisions we have only very vague and uncertain intimations. 
Some of those which regulated foreign relations and matters of state, 
appear to have been judiciously contrived to expedite business, and to 
preserve the purity of the administration. Among other ordinances it 
was provided, that if any person or city included in the League should 
accept a bribe, or enter into a negotiation, or contract an alliance with 
any foreign potentate, without the consent of the general assembly, the 
offender should be excluded from the confederacy ; that no state should 
be admitted a member of the League without the unanimous approba- 
tion of the several cities; that the general assembly should not be 
specially convened to receive any embassy which had not been pre- 
viously approved by the stadtholder and the Council of Ten ; that no 
special meeting of the assembly should be competent to deliberate 
upon any business besides that for which it was convened ; that every 
speaker in the house should furnish an abstract of his arguments in 
writing, that they might be reconsidered the nest day; and that no 
discussion should be prolonged beyond three days. 

The civil constitution of Achssa was not formed at one period, nor [[lfT 
were all its provisions the result of a comprehensive general plan; it 
arose, like other useful and permanent systems, rather from circum- 
stances than from design, and it was changed and modified as occasion 
required, or as inconveniences presented themselves. Its beneficial 
results were not so much produced by its form and regulations, as by 
that spirit of liberality and moderation with which it was long admi- 

> Polyb. lib. ii. 37. 
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i.e. 371. nistered; and when, after the death of Alexander, the Acheans became 
tainted by the spirit of mad ambition which desolated Greece, the 
union of their cities was speedily dissolved by the factions which pre- 
vailed among them. Some were garrisoned with Macedonian troops, 
and became dependent upon a foreign power ; others were seized by 
a succession of military despots, who imitated, on a small scale, the 
ambitious schemes of the Macedonian tyrants. Under these unhappy 
circumstances theAchsans looked back, with bitter regret and repent- 
ance, to the peace and security of the ancient republic ; and in the 

J.C. 281. 124th Olympiad four of the principal towns, Dyme, Patne, Tritss, 
and Phane, formed a combination to restore it About five years 
afterwards, the JSgians seized an opportunity of expelling their foreign 
garrison, and joined the League. The Bnrians, having risen upon their 
tyrant and put him to dead), followed the example. Iscaa, the despot 
of Gary iiia, observing the signs of the times, made a virtue of neces- 
sity, and, abdicating his sovereignty, united his city with the fede- 
ralists ; and thus the original constitution of Achsea was partially re- 
stored, and continued nnchanged for five-and- twenty years, governed 
by one civil magistrate, called the Grammatens ' (town clerk), and two 
military commanders, elected by the people for a limited period At 
length some inconveniences having arisen from dissensions between the 
civil and military officers, the Achsans determined to lodge the whole 
power of the state in the hands of one chief magistrate, who should 
preside over all their affairs, both in peace and war; and their fast 

b. c. 259. choice foil upon Marcus of Oarynia, who had been chiefly instrumental 
in inducing Iscss to lay down his usurped power. 

r. c 268. It was about nine years before this event that, during the troubles 
which agitated and almost destroyed the city of Sicyon, Ataantidss, ■ 
popular demagogue, having assassinated Cliniaa, the chief of die 
aristocratical interest, and made himself master of the republic, en- 
deavoured to confirm his power by extirpating the family of his rival. 

'^h^i a r " ut m < ^ le confusion which ensued, the son of Cliniaa, by Aristodama, 

mriu. a child seven years old, made his escape into the bouse of Soso, his 
uncle's widow, who waa the sister of the usurper, but who espoused 
the political party of her late husband. Through her kindness the 
young Aratus was safely conveyed to Argos, to be there educated by 
the friends of his family, who took care to imbue him early with a 
rooted detestation of the opposite faction and of monarchical govern- 
ment, and to form him by all those athletic and active exercises which 
might qualify him to become a formidable avenger of his father's 
blood. And such was his youthful reputation for vigour and hardi- 
hood, for high spirit and love of enterprise, that the exiled Sicyonisns 
of the aristocratical party began to entertain hopes of his ultimately 
achieving their restoration ; and Nicocles, who had become tyrant of 
Sicyon, kept a watchful eye upon hia movements. 

His first design was to engage in his cause the states which had 
1 Foljb. lib. it. A3. 



been the allies of his father's administration ; and he found means to B.C. 2<ifi. 
apply to Antigonus Gonatas of Macedon, and to Ptolemy Philadel- 
phia, king of Egypt, for assistance. But though these princes enter- 
tained him with specious promises, they showed no disposition to take 
any active part in his restoration to his country ; and he gave up the 
negotiation in disgust, not without showing some symptoms of juvenile 
petulance. 

He resolved, therefore, to depend upon his own resources, and 
upon the disaffection which was known to exist in Sicyon towards the 
government of Nicocles, who appears to have been of a weak and 
suspicious character, though, probably, not guilty of all the vices which 
historians, attached to the opposite faction, have thought fit to impute 
to him. In every state of Greece there was always a party ready to 
assist in effecting a revolution at home or abroad ; and Aratus found 
no difficulty in engaging a considerable number of Argians in his 
service. With the exiles of Sicyon he had not equal success. They 
were principally persons of rank and family, who were unwilling 
hastily to commit their cause to an adventurer, scarcely twenty years 
of age, who had been, from his childhood, a stranger to his country. 
Of nearly 600 Sicyoniang who lived in banishment, one only, of any 
note, appears to have joined him, and his example was followed by 
few even of the lower orders. 

The genius of Aratus was more adapted for surprise and stratagem conquew r 
than for open warfare ; and the present exigency of his affairs was ^re- 
calculated to exhibit his talents to the greatest advantage. With the 
trifling force at his disposal, of which slaves armed for the occasion 



..^■Google 



318 ARATDS. 

B. C. 255. formed the greater port, be resolved on a daring attempt — no less than 
that of scaling the walla of Sicyon by night, and of proclaiming liberty 
to the citizens in the morning ; trusting to the favourable disposition 
of the populace, and to the panic which would be excited among the 
troops and in the palace. The circumstances of the expedition de- 
tailed by Plutarch ' are so improbable and puerile that it is a matter of 
astonishment how any writer could be induced to repeat them after 
him. Aratus must have had better assurance of co-operation within, 
and more friends among the guards of the city, than his biographer 
has chosen to acknowledge ; and by these means he succeeded in 
introducing his followers into the town during the darkest portion of 
the night, and disarmed the household troops of the tyrant without 
resistance. At daybreak all was bustle and confusion ; the citizens 
scarcely knew what had happened, or how to act ; all rushed eagerly 
for information to the places of public resort ; while Arabia was busy 
in proclaiming, " Liberty to Sicyon — Liberty achieved by Aratus, the 
sou of Clinias — Liberty to the citizens ! " Nicotics hearing this cry 
repeated, and observing that hie guards were withdrawn from then 
posts, hastily quitted the palace, and by some subterranean passage 
effected his escape. 
b.c.255. The success of Aratns was now decided. No opposition was 
offered to him ■ and, if we may believe Plutarch,* not a life was lost 
The fire which had been thrown into and bad partly consumed the 
palace was speedily extinguished, and the plunder of the royal abode 
rewarded the enterprising followers of the expedition ; but the wealth 
accumulated in the treasury was declared to be public property, and 
was preserved inviolate ; the statues, paintings, and all other decora- 
tions of tyranny, were doomed to destruction ; and aXnong these 
are said to have been some specimens of art so exquisite that Aratus, 
who was a lover of painting, hesitated to order them to be defaced, 
whilst his friend Nealices the painter implored him with tears to 
spare them : but the spirit of party prevailed, and the pictures were 
destroyed. 

The exiles were of course immediately restored to their country, 
but not to their property, which had passed into other bands, and 
could not be recovered from them without violence. The task of 
reconciling these discordant claims imposed such difficulties upon 
Aratus, to whom all looked for satisfaction, that he found his situation 
becoming every day more embarrassing. Discontent and faction pre- 
vailed in the city, and threatened a counter-revolution ; whilst Adu- 
gonus, offended by the subversion of the monarchy, fomented these 
disorders, and watched for an opportunity to make himself master of 
the liberties of Sicyon. 
8. C. 251. 1° this perplexity Aratus resolved to withdraw himself, for a time, 
Amu from Sicyon, and to endeavour, by awakening Ptolemy's jealousy of 
™a™ into ^g design f Antigonus, to engage him to provide for the distresses 
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of the citizens. Bat, previously to his departure, he was anxious that s. c. 
his country shoald become a member of the Achaean League, in order 
that if any attempt should be made upon it, in his absence, means of 
defence might be at hand. The Sicyonians, being of Doric origin, 
entered readily into his views, and the cities of the League were glad 
to increase their strength, in order to protect their independence 
against the encroachments of Antigomis, whose power in Greece, and 
especially in Peloponnesus, was daily becoming more formidable. 
Having carried this important measure without opposition, Aratus, 
previously to his departure, enrolled himself in the Achffan cavalry, 
arid took an opportunity of showing his skill and discipline in a subor- 
dinate capacity, that be might lay a solid foundation for future power 
upon a reputation for military prowess, which his natural temper, 
rather delighting in intrigue than in personal conflict, little qualified 
him, to maintain . Conceiving that he was now in no danger of being 
forgotten in bis absence, he prepared for a voyage to Egypt, in order 
to solicit for his countrymen the liberality of Ptolemy, with whom, as 
a lover of the fine arts, he had held some intercourse concerning 
paintings and statues, which had led to warm professions of mutual 
regard. 

His voyage to Egypt was attended with unforeseen difficulties : he hi* 
narrowly escaped being shipwrecked ; and was near falling into the ™" 
hands of the Macedonian garrison at Andria, which, he was appre- 
hensive, might detain him till the pleasure of Antigomis should be 
known. After various delays, however, he at length landed safely in 
Egypt, and succeeded in obtaining from the liberality of the king, a 
hundred and fifty talents (about thirty thousand pounds "i for the set- 
tlement of the claims of the Sicyonian exiles. Upon his return, he He 
was appointed sole commissioner for the decision of all the numerous *• 8 
and. perplexing causes arising out of claims, some of which were of 
fifty years' standing ; but he declined to undertake singly so heavy a 
responsibility, and associated with himself, as assessors, fifteen of the 
most independent and popular citizens, with whose assistance he 
adjusted all the disputes between the contending parties to their entire 
satisfaction. Plutarch 1 asserts that, in addition to the vote of thanks 
bestowed on him in the national assembly, the restored exiles 
honoured him with a statue* of brass, bearing the following inscrip- 
tion: — 

XttXi4 *J> u taxi, ™i< k irif 'E^-Ji, Um 

TtZS <£,!;•< »T«!»,( wlMlTtH 'H{».J.i.w- 
*A*ipJf T till*' "A(Wi Tl*»! IH-TJH Tf^f,Tlf, 

Iwrjfg*, rt*r*£fi Htit 1*1 «T£i'3f r*T ff 
AmifUt 'ttfj himt r 1 ir#«( Ivmak'b*. 1 

Plutarch, Vila Arali. 

* Vita Arati. 

* Thic statue, with that of Philoptwnen, fell afterward* into the poweuion of 
Polybiui. Excerpt, nii. 

* Tbe wise couiuels, and patriotic labour*, and the bravery displayed by thil 
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i.e. 251. It is confessedly impossible completely to reconcile die clu-ouo- 
Mtaitinof ]ogy of Polybius with the narrative of Plutarch; and the attempt 
would only lead to interminable confusion. The Achsan historian 
compiled that portion of his history, which relates to the afiairs of the 
League, from the Commentaries of Arafcus himself; and he is remark- 
able for that accurate fidelity, in matter of fact, in which the biogra- 
pher is so peculiarly deficient. From Polybius we learn that Aratns 
liberated Sicyon in the fourth year from the election of Marcus as sole 
general of the united states, that is, twenty nine years after the restora- 
tion of the commonwealth; and that eight years afterwards he was 
" elected General the second time ; " from which it has been hastily 
inferred that eight years intervened between his first and second 
election ; whereas Plutarch' asserts that he was chosen two years 
consecutively. There is, however, nothing in the short sentence of 
Polybius* which necessarily contradicts the assertion of Plutarch ; for 
the historian's meaning may be that Aratus was chosen general of the 
League, for the second time, eight years after the expulsion of Nico- 
i). c. 248. cles ; and if it be true that he served that office the first time in the 
year in which the JStolians defeated the Boeotians at Chteronea, and 
h. c. 247. the second time, eight years subsequently to the liberation of Sicyon, 
it will appear that the biographer is not in this instance at variance 
with the historian.* 

Nor is it probable that the union of Sicyon with the League, the 
voyage to Egypt, the settlement of the exiles' claims, and the cor- 
respondence which ensued with Antigonus and Ptolemy, could all 
have occurred in so shorts space as one year; or that so young a row 

man in defence of Greece, reach the pillars of Hercule;, i. e. reach the highest point 
of human glory ; and we, who have gained our return to our country thnMgt 
you, oh Aratua, have raised this statue of you, in reward of the valour and justice 
of our saviour ; dedicating it to the god* oar tutelar saviours, because you 1m 
given the same fortune to yonr country that you have to us, and divine excellence 

In v. 2, xjjifirai has been altered to wiihrmt, I believe without MS. authority; 
but the one word is only a different form of the other. In v. 6, *ai>ur' "r.ibn Ml 
much meaning, and Jacobs proposes ifptrUt, ermconi. 

1 Vita Anti, 

■ 'o r i.V 1> «»" '™ «■(«■*>•« -*<«* ™ fc*n t ». Polyb. ii. 43. 

• In the year 268 n. a Antes wae seven years old, and he conquered Sicyon 
when he was twenty, i.t. in 255 B. C Now Marcus was elected general ii 
259 B. C, and Polynias telle us that it wae /our years after this election that the 
conquest of Sicyon took place ; this therefore happened in 255 B. c. These dates 
correspond exactly. Two yean were probably consumed by Aratue in effecting the 
junction of Sicyon to the Achaean League, in serving in the cavalry, in voyaging to 
Egypt, being shipwrecked, &c, so that he would return in 253 B. c. The duties 
of hie commission would occupy time, so that the statue would not be erected 
before 252 B. C— Query, might he not have been elected general for this year, tod 
does not the inscription (™£ ««m ( , &c) somewhat show this ? If he was elected 
a second time, eight years after the fint appointment of Marcus, it would have 
been In the year 251 b. 0. ; in which case he would have been made general in ten 
conseoutwe yean, and Plutarch and Polybina agree. 
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as Aratus should have been elected to preside over the League, before b. c. 247, 
his character as a statesman and general was known beyond the walls 
of his own city. It seems more likely that the accession of Sicyon to 
the Achsean confederacy took place B.C. 251,' four years after the 
expulsion of Nicocles ; and that Aratus, whose reputation became, in 
consequence of that event, greatly extended, was chosen general, for 
the first time, three years afterwards. 

However this may be, it is admitted that the first year of his com- n. c. 243, 
maud was distinguished by no achievement of any importance. In 
the second he formed the bold and fortunate design of surprising the 
Acropolis of Corinth, at that tame occupied by a strong Macedonian 
garrison, and guarded by Antigonus with that vigilance, which its 
importance, as the key of Peloponnesus, merited. Having corrupted 
the fidelity of some soldiers of the garrison, who had accidentally 
resorted to Sicyon, he prevailed upon one of them to accompany him 
as a guide, and setting out by night with four hundred men, who 
were kept in ignorance of the object of their march, he commanded 
the main body of the army to bivouac at a convenient distance from 
the scene of action. 

The enterprise was unquestionably attended with extreme hazard. SorpriH of 
It was necessary first to scale the walls of the lower town ; and, after ^cJ^X' 1 " 
passing through the streets, to ascend, by a steep, narrow, and 
winding path among the rocks, the height on which stood the strong 
fortifications of the citadel. Aratus, whose chief military excellence 
was in the conduct of nocturnal expeditions, surmounted all these dif- 
ficulties with extraordinary address. He posted three hundred men at 
the temple of Juno which stood near the eastern gate of the city ; and 
as soon as the sea fog had obscured the brightness of the moon, be 
applied his ladders to the wall, and directed the party with him to 
ascend barefooted, in order to avoid noise, and to prevent them from 
slipping. In the meantime the confederates within had secured the 
guard of the gates and the patrol of the lower town, so that the whole 
party passed unobserved to the foot of the rock. At this moment 
they perceived four of the garrison patrol advancing towards them 
with a light ; upon which Aratus concealed his men under the shadow 
of a wall, and suffered them to pass, intending to strike them down 
as they went by ; but one of them, not being mortally wounded, 
escaped into the city as soon as the Sicyoniaua had passed on, and 
gave the alarm. Instantly the town was in an uproar, lights glanced 
in all directions, men half-armed ran to and fro, inquiring what had 
happened, women fled screaming to the temples, trumpets sounded to 
arms, but no one knew the extent of the danger, nor the place in 
which toe enemy was to be found. The three hundred men, mean- hrti™ 
while, who were posted at the Hcrsum, had been admitted into the ^. on 
city by the conspirators, and were m airing their way after the general, ubuada. 

i Ltmpricnfi Chronologic*] Tabla. Lempriere, hnwoTer, u wall u £uighome, 
pbcM the reduction of lie Acropoli. B. C US. 

[H.O.] T 



b. C. 243. when the alarm, suddenly given, placed them in a situation of extreme 
difficulty and danger. They contrived, however, in the general con- 
fusion, to screen themselves from observation under the shelter of a 
projecting rock, where they waited, in anxious suspense, for some 
intimation which might direct their advance or retreat. Nothing 
could hare proved more fortunate than their accidental position ; for 
as Archelaus, the captain of the guard, passed hastily by in pursuit of 
The ff"fj™ Aratus without observing them, they fell upon his troops as from s 
u hiiiiiM. concerte j ambuscade, and rooted theni with considerable slaughter, 
Aratus was consequently enabled to follow the craggy sad intricate 
path which his guide pointed out to him, and ascend without inter- 
ruption to the fortifications above, which, however, there could no 
longer be any hope of taking quietly : the garrison had been roused 
by the tumult in the town below, and a severe action took place upon 
the low port of the wall, which Aratus attempted to scale. He 
instantly despatched his guide to order the remainder of his party to 
come up, who flushed with their recent good fortune, and animated 
by the warlike cries of their comrades on the citadel, hastily climbed 
the rock, and joined in the combat. The garrison, astonished at tin* 
accession of numbers, and pushed with redoubled vigour by the assail- 
ants, gave way on every side ; and " the first rays of the morning 
sun," says Plutarch, 1 " gilded the victory of Aratus,'* who ob- 
tained possession of the citadel at the same moment that the main 
body of the army, arriving according to his orders at the gates of 
the lower town, was admitted, and thus prevented the escape of the 
fugitives. 

This is perhaps one of the most brilliant exploits of the kind recorded 
in history; and the Corinthians were fully sensible of the merit of the 
general, and of the value of their deliverance from a foreign yoke. 
They overwhelmed him with tumultuous applause ; and it was long 
before he could obtain a hearing in the theatre, where the whole body 
of the people had assembled to see him. As soon as order was, in 
some measure, restored, he gave up to the popular assembly the keys 
of their city, of which they had not been possessed for nearly a cen- 
tury, and earnestly recommended that they should unite themselves to 
the Achsean League. The proposal was readily adopted by all tto 
parties concerned, and an Achsan garrison took possession of the 
Acropolis. 
Aitvutagw The consequences of this success were immediately felt throughout 
™m l i"ta Greece. Megara, throwing off its connection with Macedon, joined 
tiwUigii*. the confederacy; Treesene and Epidaurus made overtures of alliance; 
and the isthmus being commanded by Aratus, he was enabled, at 
pleasure, to ravage the territory of the adverse states, and to extend 
the connections of the League, both on the msankod and in the 
Peloponnesus- The spirit and energy of the Achcaus rose in pro- 
portion as they felt emancipated from the narrow boundaries to whkh 
> Vita AratL 
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the jealousy of Autigonus had confined them ; and the general was so b. C. 24 
popular that they resolved to elect him every alternate year. 1 

Arabia, thus in effect at the head of the League, though Ptolemy, 
king of Egypt, was lor some time complimented with the title of 
patron or protector, exerted himself to comprise in it as many of the 
states of Greece, and especially of Peloponnesus, aa could be prevailed 
upon to dismiss their petty tyrants, and to adopt a popular form of 
government. He was particularly desirous to effect a revolution in 
Argoe; but it is evident, even from the admissions of Plutarch, that 
the Argians were by no means generally disaffected to their existing 
government, and that the zeal of Aratos prompted him to very unjusti- 
fiable measures in order to subvert the monarchy. In the war which 
ensued with Aristippus, the sovereign of Argoe, Arams, though ulti- 
mately victorious by means of a successful stratagem, still lost con- 
siderable reputation by his want of personal courage and of presence 
of mind in danger ; and the confidence of his troops in his ability fell 
in .proportion. In negotiation he had better fortune. The city of 
Cleoaa: was added to the confederacy; and Lysiades, tyrant of Mega- 
lopolis, observing that be was likely to become the next object of 
attack, voluntarily abdicated his power, and associated the Megalo- 
politans with the League: in consideration of which good example he 
was thrice chosen general ; but, by his ill-timed ambition, he involved 
the united states in hostilities with Sparta, by which his own country 
was inevitably the greatest sufferer. 

The restless spirit of the predatory JJtoliana, at this time, afforded mom™ 
an opportunity to Aratus of recovering his military reputation. The ln ™ 1 ™ 
enemy having marched towards the isthmus in a strong body, he was 
earnestly pressed by his own officers, and by his allies, to engage 
before entering into Peloponnesus ; but he was resolved, since the 
harvest was nearly over,' to suffer the invaders to divide their strength 
and relax their discipline in pursuit of booty, and then to attack them 
at advantage. Accordingly, having learned that they were engaged in 
sacking Pellene, he hastened thither with extraordinary expedition, 
and arriving before they had time to close the gates against him, put 
seven hundred of them to the sword, and restored the town to the 
inhabitants. The prudence, vigour, and activity which he displayed 
in this enterprise have been highly and justly commended," and the 
exploit formed the subject of one of the finest pictures of Timanthes. 

Repeated attempts had been made, both by negotiation and by au™» 
force, to induce Athens to throw off the Macedonian yoke, and to 
become one of the united states. Aratos, in his 'Commentaries,'' 

' From this anangetMiit it aopean that then mn.il, have bean * ravjral of the 
indent law that do it&d (holder should continue in power more than twelve month*. 
On what particular occasion it wis revived does not appear ; but that it had been 
for »m* time disregarded is clear from Polybiat, who states that Marcot was in 
ofSet four years. ' Plutarch, Vita Agidis. 

•Polvb.lib.iv.8; Pint. Vita Arati. * Plot. Vita Arati and Vita Cleomenn. 
T 2 
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b. C. 243. dwells upon the hazards and fatigues which he a 

vowing to surprise the Pireeus, and acknowledges that the Athenians 
seemed to rejoice in his discomfiture. At length he discovered that 
the Macedonian governor was accessible by bribery ; and he induced 
that venal officer to softer the democratic party at Athens to seize the 
fortifications, by a douceur of a hundred and fifty talents (about 
30,0001.), of which the greater part was paid by Aratus himself, who 
had already incurred large expenses in the reduction of Corinth. 
b. c. 243. After the death of Demetrius, who had succeeded his father 
Antigonus on the throne of Macedon, Antigonus the Third (being 
declared protector of the kingdom during the minority of his nephew 
Philip, the son of Demetrius) married the queen dowager and usurped 
the crown. The influence of the Macedonian court being weakened 
by these changes, the petty tyrants of Greece, who had depended 
upon Demetrius to support them in power, became alarmed for then- 
safety; and Xenon of Hermione, Cleonymus of Phlius, and even 
Aristomachus of Argos, were induced to follow the example of 
Lysiades, and to unite their several cities to the Achaean League. The 
last of these princes, however, availed himself of the first opportunity 
which offered to resume his power and to renew his former political 
connections ; for which offence be, some years afterwards, suffered a 
cruel and ignominious death by the order of Arabia, 
iiMfinw This rapid progress of the League, and the power and prosperity 
j^m th« w hi cn the united states enjoyed under their present administration, 
began to excite a very extensive feeling of jealousy, not only through- 
out Greece, but among the adjoining nations. The jEtolians, who, 
during the life of Demetrius, had been in close alliance with the 
Achteans, and were indebted to them for prompt and effectual assist- 
ance at the time of the Macedonian invasion, began now to be appre- 
hensive that the peace and good order introduced by the federal 
principle might prove an obstacle to those predatory excursions to 
which they were peculiarly addicted; and though the memory of 
recent services kept them from acts of open hostility, they are said ' to 
have negotiated with Cleomenes, king of Sparta, and with the young 
prince Antigonus, with a view of forming an extensive combination 
for the suppression of the confederacy. In order to open a way for 
this negotiation, the J5tolians not only suffered the violation of then- 
frontier by the troops of Cleomenes without remonstrance, but even 
yielded to him three most important places, Tegea, Msnttnea, and 
Orchomenus, that he might be better prepared to cope with Aratns. 
MauuK* or These circumstances were not likely to escape the sagacity of so 
iroomt" "* P r °ft> nna ' a politician as Aratus, who felt the importance of the con- 
juncture, and endeavoured to provide against the danger. He saw 
that, notwithstanding the recent accession of several states to the 
League, the AchssanB were by no means strong enough to contend 
against so many enemies at once ; and he could not but be aware 
' Polyb. U. 45. 
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that, in the event of hostilities with Sparta, the local situation and the B.C. 243. 
interests of Megalopolis would, in all probability, detach it from the 
confederacy, and throw the power of that state into the scale of the 
enemy. 

He resolved, therefore, if possible, to throw the Achsans into the auiuoiviui 
anna of Antigonns; and to persuade that young prince that his* ndi ' : *'"' 
interest plainly required hint to forget family fends, and to check the 
avaricious temper of the Jitolians, and the still more dangerous 
ambition of the Spartan king, which otherwise would not fail to drive 
him entirely out of Greece. Many reasons, however, concurred to 
render Aratus unwilling that overtures towards an alliance with 
Macedon should appear to originate with himself; and he had re- 
course to that indirect policy for which his wily nature peculiarly 
fitted him. He prevailed upon two young MegeJopolitans of rank, 
with whom he was intimately acquainted, to move lie authorities of 
their own city to send them as deputies to the general assembly of the 
Achsans, with instructions suited to his purpose; and, upon their 
arrival, be so contrived with the leading men of the League, that the 
same persons were despatched, with permission to treat with the 
Macedonian court for the protection of Megalopolis. Tutored by 
Aratoa, they found little difficulty in gaining over Antigonns to their 
wishes, and they returned, charged by him to assure the Actueans, 
and Aratus in particular, of his esgemess to cultivate their friendship. 
Having secured this important point, Aratus felt less unwilling to 
encounter the bold and enterprising genius of Oleomenes, who, having 
a design to restore the ancient Spartan discipline, and to recover the 
original prerogatives of the crown, was making rapid strides towards 
the re-establishment of the former supremacy of Lacedannon in Pelo- 
ponnesus. Among other unequivocal marks of determined hostility to w «* •«•"»« 
the Achaans, be had seized and fortified the temple of Minerva, near '*"*" 
Belbina, in the territory of Megalopolis, for the avowed purpose of 
annoying that people, in retaliation for their having joined tie League ; 
and Aratus was prevailed on by Aristomachus, at this time general of 
the Achceans, to support a resolution of the assembly for declaring 
war against Sparta. The Megalopotitans moved that Antigonus *>. c. 227. 
should immediately be requested to send an army into Peloponnesus ; 
bat Aratus, who knew that the Macedonian prince would require 
terms extremely humiliating to him, and injurious to the honour and 
interests of the League, was anxious to dissuade them from so hasty a 
measure ; and he represented to them that, since they had succeeded 
in detaching Macedon from the coalition against them, they had no 
longer the same reason to distrust their own resources ; and that it 
would be impolitic to expose themselves to the ambition of their new 
ally, till they should find that they were unable to defend themselves 
without his assistance. 

But, notwithstanding all tins caution and duplicity, it could not be StMmi 
concealed from Ptolemy that the Achceans, while they affected to "" Aeh "* 1 "' 



selves under the protection of a rival power ; and he was consequent!; 
induced to send succours and supplies to Cleomenes, which enabled 
him to take the field with a more numerous and well-appointed aim* 
than Aratus had anticipated. The result was such as might have been 
expected. Aratus proved no match for Cleomenes in open war. The 
Achssans were everywhere defeated. At Lycsenm they were so com- 
pletely routed, that Aratus was missing and reported among the 
killed; but, with his usual adroitness, he took advantage of this cir- 
cumstance to collect a few troops, and to surprise Mautinea ; of which, 
however, Cleomenes did not long suffer him to retain possession. In 
a pitched battle, which occurred soon afterwards, in the Laodicean 
district of Megalopolis, he refused to support Lysiades, who had com- 
menced a successful attack upon the enemy's camp, and who was in 
consequence cut off with the whole of his detachment, and fell, fighting 
gallantly to the last, while his superior officer looked on without 
attempting to relieve him. Id a third action, at Hecatomhesmn, in 
the Dynuean territory, the Achieans, who had brought their whole 
force into the field, were entirely cut to pieces, and left without an 
army. Aratus incurred great odium on account of these miscarriages, 
and especially for having suffered the destruction of Lysiades, which 
was attributed to private pique as well as to personal cowardice ; sod 
Plutarch 1 asserts that a strong vote of censure was passed in the 
assembly upon his conduct. 

The time had now arrived for calling in the aid of Antigonns ; bat 
Aratus felt extreme unwillingness to acknowledge that the condition 
upon which it moat be obtained was the surrender of the citadel of 
Corinth, the taking of which from the "Macedonians had been the most 
glorious achievement of his life. Whilst he was hesitating to propose 
this measure to the assembly, he sent his son, the young Aratus, into 
Macedonia, to assure the king of his readiness to comply with bis 
terms, and to give hostages for the fidelity of the Achseans. In the 
indignation meanwhile, the people of Corinth took the alarm from the recollection 
CnSnihtan. °^ *** rormer t y rann y of ^ e Macedonians, and having hastily ordered 
the Achteans to march out of their city, they invited Cleomenes to 
take the command of their fortifications. On this occasion, according 
to Plutarch,' Aratus effected his escape, not without difficulty (so 
incensed were the Corinthians by what they deemed his treachery), 
and his property was protected from plunder only by the generous 
interference of the Spartan king. Afterwards, when the people ascer- 
tained that the young Aratus had remained as a hostage in Macedonia, 
they insisted upon confiscating this property, and making a grant of 
the estate to Cleomenes. 
p™« >f The Spartans, meanwhile, partly by force, and partly by the repu- 

**"*' tation of their splendid success, had become masters of several of the 
most important places in the confederacy. Caphyse, Pellene, Phenens, 
> Vita Aiati. * Ibid. 
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Pblios, Cleontp, Epidaurug, Hermioue, Trcezene, and even Argos, had it. c. 227. 
submitted to the conqueror ; who having, besides, gained possession 
of the lower town of Corinth, and having blocked up the Achsan 
garrison in the citadel, was in a condition to give laws to the whole of 
Peloponnesus. The political sagacity of Aratus, however, prevented 
the consolidation of that power which seemed threatening to over- 
whelm Greece ; by hit advice, Antigonus, who had been refused per- 
mission to march through JEtoiia, embarked hia army in transports, Adnnn of 
and sailing by Eubrea, 1 landed unexpectedly near the isthmus, whilst Ab0 s™"'' 
Cteomenea was laying siege to Sicyon. 

Aratos is severely censured in this place by his biographer,* first, 
for declining the office of general, which he had been in the habit of 
filling every other year; and, secondly, tor not conferring it upon 
Cleomenea, who, by this expedient, would have become the ally and 
protector of the League. But upon reflection, the impartial historian 
moat acquit him of blame, in having declined to contend with a rival 
who had, in every rencontre, been an overmatch for him. To have 
made the king of Sparta general of the united states, would have been 
to restore at once the ancient supremacy of that domineering power, 
and would have given an irrecoverable blow to the liberties of Achsea, 
which Antigonus could never feel it hia interest entirely to destroy, as 
long as the Achteang continued at enmity with Lacedsemon. 

When Cleomenea was informed that the Macedonians were advancing 
towards the isthmus, he instantly raised the siege of Sicyon, and 
marched to defend Corinth ; but Aratus, though inferior to him in the 
field, was enabled to atone for this deficiency by his vigilance and skill 
in negotiation. He made overtures to the democratical party at 
Argos, offering to depose Aristomachus, who had been restored to the 
tyranny, if they would admit a Macedonian garrison into their city; 
and the scheme was so well concerted with Aristoteles, the leader of 
the party, that the Lacedaemonian garrison was besieged in the citadel, 
and fifteen hundred Macedonians, under Aratus, were transported by 
sea to Epidaurus, on their way to Argos, before Cleomenes was aware 
of bis danger. Hia operations against Antigonus hod, upon the 
whole, been attended with considerable success ; but, by this masterly 
manoeuvre of Aratos, he found himself in danger of being completely 
surrounded, and of having all hia communications cut off and his sup- 
plies intercepted. With hia characteristic promptitude he quitted his 
lines, and hastened to relieve his garrison at Argos. By a forced 
march he arrived there before Aratus, and obtained some advantage 
over him ; but perceiving that Antigonus hung upon his rear, he was 
under the necessity of retiring to Mantinea ; where, finding his troops 
greatly disheartened by his failure, he broke up his camp and marched 
borne. Antigonus, left without on opponent, placed a garrison in the Raptor* of 
Corinthian citadel, and proceeded to Argos ; and everything having c«fniii. 
succeeded to his wish, he led his army into Arcadia, and, storming 
■ Poljb. ii. 52. ' Plot. ViU Amti. ,-. 
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b. c. 227. the Lacedemonian fortresses recently erected there, delivered them op 
to the Hegalopolitans. Thence he hastened to attend the convention 
of the general assembly at ^gium, and by his eloquence and liberal 
sentiments he gained so much popularity with the Acheeans, that he 
Antigon» was chosen commander-in-chief of all their forces; upon which he 
^JH^j at placed his troops in winter quarters at Sicyon and at Corinth. 
SwLMgu. As soon as the season for action commenced, the Macedonian troops 
were led into the Geld, and joining the Adueans at Tegea, compelled 
that city to surrender, Antigonus, leaving a garrison to secure die 
Tegeans in obedience, advanced by rapid marches into Laconia (where 
Cleomenes was expecting his approach), and avoiding a general action, 
he harassed the Spartan army by continual skirmishes, with the view, 
according to Polybius,' of ascertaining what impression could be made 
Ha upon it by his Macedonians. Having learned, in the midst of these 

™?iw» operations, that Cleomenes was assisted by the Orchomenians, this 
active general marched to surprise Orchomenus, and took it by assault.* 
Encouraged by this success, he laid siege to Mantinea,' which surren- 
dered, after a short resistance ; and he then proceeded to invest Herat 
and Telphusa, the inhabitants of both which cities opened their gates 
at his approach. The autumnal assembly of the states wss now at 
hand, and Antigonus returned to JSgium to be present at their 
meeting. So great was the confidence produced by his late achieve- 
ments, and by the recovery of so many cities to the League, that he 
dismissed his Macedonian army, and ordered them home for the winter, 
whilst he remained to conduct the deliberations of the Achtean council, 
and to command their troops. 

No sooner was it known that the Macedonians were gone, than 
Cleomenes prepared to surprise Megalopolis, which, from its great 
extent and reduced population, was generally ill-guarded. In this 
bold attempt he succeeded, though not without great difficulty and 
danger ; and whilst the impression of so unexpected an event was 
fresh on the minds both of the Spartans and of the enemy, he pushed 
forward almost to the gates of Argos, where Antigonus resided, and 
ravaged the country, hoping to provoke him to an engagement on 
very unequal terms. But his own prudence, or the cautious counsels 
of Aratus, preserved the Macedonian king from falling into the snare, 
and he suffered the Lacedaanonians to return home unmolested, having 
gained little real advantage by their hazardous expedition. In the 
flattie of spring the Macedonian troops returned in great force, and being joined 
MIJl „„ by the Adueans from their various winter quarters, Antigonus put 
' ' * himself at their head, and defeated Cleomenes in the celebrated battle 
of Sellasia, where the power and glory of Sparta were for ever extin- 
guished, and all the apprehensions of the Achteans from that quarter 
were finally set at rest. 
1 Lib. it 5*. 

* Of titia iaty uid of Corinth he retained po«M«iou u long M ha lived. — Potj-b. 
iv, 6, ■ From this period called Antigone*, 
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This gallant and high-minded prince, to whom they were so deeply B.C. 222. 
indebted, appears to have entertained no designs hostile to their liberty. J^JJj^, ' 
He was too candid to conceal his prepossessions in favour of monar- in. 
chical government, or his ardent admiration of some of those brave 
and enlightened princes, whose statues, destroyed by the republican 
zeal of Anitas, be took pleasure in restoring. But, though these dif- 
ferences of sentiment created some temporary up easiness, Antigonus 
left Greece, carrying with him the sincere esteem of Aratns, and the 
grateful attachment of all his allies.' Unhappily for all parties, he 
carried with him also the seeds of a mortal distemper, which he too 
rashly disregarded ; and soon after his return, cheering his men in a 
victorious charge against the Illyrians, he ruptured a large vessel in the 
lungs, and died from the effusion of blood. H " d * uh - 

On the death of Antigonus, bis nephew Philip succeeded to the CoMm 
throne of Macedon ; but no immediate change took place in the poli- JJJSrtKta 
ticsl relations of Greece. This prince had been intimately connected Lms"*. 
with the younger Aratns, and had professed for him the warmest 
regard ; but he had always entertained a distrust of the father, whose 
republican principles offended his pride, and whose tergiversation 
excited his suspicion. On his accession he became cold towards his a. c. 220. 
Achffan friends, who bad accustomed themselves to place too much 
reliance on foreign protection ; and the jEtolians, who bad been com- 
pelled to sue for peace after the defeat of Cleoraeues, now ventured to 
resume their predatory habits, and to make incursions into the terri- 
tories of the neighbouring states. They began by seizing Clarium, a Ttw «toii™ 
fortress in the Megalopolitan country, which they made their head- [^J^^ 
quarters, and thence infested the neighbourhood with perpetual rob- 
beries; but Timoxenus, the general of the League, with the assistance 
of Tsurio, who bad been appointed lieutenant by Antigonus, stormed 
the place and dispersed the garrison. After this commencement of 
hostilities, Dorimachus and Scopes, who commanded the jEtolian 
forces, thought fit to suspend their operations till the term for which 
Timoxenus held his office was nearly closed : intending to take advan- 
tage of that inactivity which usually prevailed in the army while the 
command was passing into new hands. Accordingly, a few days 
before Timoxenus resigned his staff, they commenced a violent and 
sudden attack upon the lands of Patoe and Phone, and extended their 
ravages to the precincts of Messene ; the inhabitants not venturing to 
offer any resistance. When the states assembled as usual at jEginm, 
deputies from all these towns attended to complain of the injuries they 
had received ; and the assembly issued orders to their general to re- 
press the insolence of the jEtoliaus. Timoxenus, unwilling to hazard, 
on the event of a battle at the close of bis year, the reputation which 
he bad previously gamed, declined to march against them ; but Anitas, 
who was appointed to succeed him, indignant at the conduct of the 
enemy, and commiserating the sufferings of the Messenians, ootid- 
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'. pated, by five days, the legal period of bis command, sod taking the 
staff of office from Timoxenus, issued his orders to the Achaean troops 
and their allies to assemble at Megalopolis. 

As soon as he found himself at the head of a considerable army, he 
sent a herald to Dorimachus and Scopes, desiring them to quit the 
territory of the united states, on pain of being treated as enemies. 
The J£tolian generals, perceiving that Arabia was in great force, sent 
for their vessels, and prepared to embark the booty they bad collected ; 
and Aratas, after waiting only two days, became the dupe of appear- 
ances, and disbanding the main body of his army, marched, with three 
thousand infantry, three hundred cavalry, and the detachment under 
Taurio, for Patra. The ^Etolians, who instantly perceived their ad- 
vantage, marched in pursuit, and pitched their camp at Methydrium. 
Upon this, Aratus inconsiderately altered his route, and encamped at 
Caphyje, and upon seeing the enemy advance towards Orchomenus, he 
drew up his line in order of battle upon the bank of a river, in a strong 
situation. The enemy, not daring to assail his position, endeavoured 
to gain some high ground in the neighbourhood ; an advantage which 
Aratus despatched his cavalry and light infantry to prevent i an action 
t ensued, in which the Adueana were defeated with severe loss, and 
"* escaped entire destruction only by taking refuge in the neighbouring 
fortified places. The Megalopolitans, who arrived the next day to 
their assistance, were employed in burying the dead ; and the jEtohaos 
pursued their march through Peloponnesus in triumph, plundering the 
country as they passed. 

Upon the news of this disaster the states were convened, and seven! 
charges were preferred against Aratus for conduct unworthy of a 
general. First, that he had assumed the command of the army before 
he was legally entitled to it. Secondly, that he had disbanded his 
troops in face of the enemy. Thirdly, that he had risked an action 
with so annul a force, when he might easily have withdrawn into 
Orchomenus or Caphyas, and waited for succours. The last and 
weightiest charge was, that in the battle be had neglected to advance 
his heavy-armed troops, of whom the enemy stood in dread, and had 
trusted the event of tile day to his cavalry and light infantry, whom he 
sent into action upon unfavourable ground. 

To these charges he replied generally, that whatever might have 
been his errors of judgment he was free from criminal intention or 
negligence ; and he concluded by reminding the states of his past ser- 
vices, and entreating lhat, they would not judge him in a vindictive spirit 
The assembly, sensibly touched by this appeal, acquitted him of blame, 
and again intrusted the direction of their aflairs to his guidance. 

During several seasons which followed, the MtiAiana continued to 
make incursions into Peloponnesus ; and though the assembly of the 
states sent for succours to Philip, and to their other allies, and enabled 
Aratus and other .generals to appear at the head of very fonuidable 
armies, nothing effectual was done to repress the invaders. 



At length Philip, ashamed of this inactivity, came in person to B.C. 220. 
Corinth to hike the command of the allied army. He found Pelo- ■^fjf° rt " f 
ponnesus divided into parties, and Sparta, which bad been reduced, 
after its capture by Antigonus, to the form of a republic, torn by 
intestine faction. The -Etolians, professing the most peaceable dis- 
positions, omitted no opportunity of plundering the allies ; and the 
Achoans were more willing to purchase the assistance of Macedonian 
troops by disgraceful concessions than to undergo the fatigues and 
dangers of an irregular campaign. The young king exerted himself 
with great spirit to remedy these disorders, and exhibited many 
indications of vigour and generosity; but he failed to produce any 
permanent change in the state of anaira. His inexperience and his 
evil counsellors led him to distrust Aratus, whose prudence and 
sagacity would have extricated him from many of the difficulties 
in which he became involved ; he openly quarrelled with the younger 
Aratus, recently chosen general of the League, whose wife he had 
basely corrupted,' and he entered into the schemes of interested 
persons in order to make himself absolute throughout Greece. 

Matters were in this situation when the two Arati determined to lauiganof 
seek an explanation with the king, in which, after a violent altercation Apou™"" 
with Apeilcs, his prime minister, they succeeded in opening his eyes 
to the falsehood and breachery of the party by whose advice he had 
acted ; and Aratus had the satisfaction of persuading him to dismiss 
his Macedonian army, and to spend the winter with his Grecian friends 
at Argoa.* A cordial reconciliation was the result, and preparations 
were made for active operations in the ensuing spring. Eperatus was 
chosen general of the League ; but he was a man of no talents nor 
energy of character, and the whole resources of the states were placed 
at the disposal of Philip, who, assisted by the experience and sagacity 
of Aratus, conducted the campaign with distinguished address and 
courage, and obtained a decisive advantage over the £tdians, the 
Eieans, and the LaceoVmonians, who were combined against him. 
His success would have been more brilliant, had it not been in part 
frustrated by the cabals of Apelles and his faction, whose jealousy of 
. Aratus at length led them to such outrageous behaviour that their 
deep-laid treachery was discovered, and the principal authors of the ftutnud. 
mischief were put to death. 

The next year Aratus was again elected to the command. For 
some time all things succeeded to his wish, and the states of the 
League enjoyed comparative security under the protection of Macedon ; 
but as Philip advanced in age, his ambitious passions became developed, 
and his pride could not brook the unpolished manner of Aratus, who 
frequently offended him by the freedom with which he expressed his 
opinions. Men not unusually profit by the admonitions which they 
resent ; and though the king was for some time dissuaded from his 
impolitic intention of making war against Borne, he never forgave 
' Livy, uvi. 31 ; Pint ViU Arati. * Polvb. h. 87. 



B.C. 220. Arams for having predicted his final overthrow in that contest. On 
one occasion Philip was advised by Demetrius of Phewe 1 to place a 
garrison in Ithrane, a fortress belonging to the Messenians ; and having 
sacrificed to Zens, he held the entrails of the victim in his hand, and 
turning to Arabia, who was present, asked his opinion of the will of 
Jaiomv of heaven. Demetrius, interrupting him, exclaimed scornfully, *' If yen 
nat P- have tie soul of a priest, lead away yonr troops ; but if yon have the 
spirit of a king, keep possession of the citadel, for you will never have 
such another opportunity of getting hold of the bull by both horns.'' 
By the bull, says Polybius, 1 he meant Peloponnesus, and by the two 
horns the citadels of Corinth and Ithome. Arafiis remained silent; 
bat the king pressing for his opinion, after some hesitation, he said, 
" If you can hold this fortress without violating yonr oath to the 
Messenians, it is unquestionably expedient. Bat if, in taking possession 
of it, you should lose that best guard of all yonr fortresses, the faith of 
treaties, which you inherited from Antigomis, it would be incomparably 
better to be true to your allies, and to relinquish the present object* 
Philip felt the force of the appeal, and yielded to it ; but he felt also 
the censure which it conveyed, and his temper was irritated. 
Dmthof The ambition which he entertained to make himself master of 

Antu. Messenia now became the source of frequent altercations with Arams 
and with his son, and produced at length so much mutual dislike that 
Philip desired nothing more than to be freed from their importunities ; 
but there does not appear sufficient ground for the suspicion expressed 
by Aratas, and apparently believed by Polybins,' that the death of the 
Achaean praetor, which happened not long afterwards, was occasioned 
by a slow poison administered to him by Taurio at the instigation 
B.C. 213. of the long. He died of a lingering distemper, accompanied with 
htemoptoe, at JEgitun, in the sixty-second year of his age, having 
served the office of general of the Acluean League seventeen times. 
The states vied with each other in evincing their sense of his merras 
and his services by the respect which they displayed for hia memory; 
and his countrymen, according to the preposterous custom of the 
times, paid him divine honours as a saviour, and instituted annual 
games and solemnities, which were celebrated near hia tomb t 
most public part of the city. Some vestiges of these festivals n 
in the time of Plutarch. 

Polybius, who was himself an Achssan, and intimately acquainted 
with the friends and family of Aratus, has left a very impartial jndg- 

■ In Theaaaly. * Lib. vii. 3. 

1 Lib. riii. 9. Plutarch, net content with this story, adds that the yonnger 
Axatns wu also drugged witb potions which deprived him of hi* intellect and in- 
flamed hi* pansiona, so that fail early death wta counted a happy deliverance. Bat 
Polybius states that Aratiis, ion of Aratus the Sicyonian, was joined with hit 
father Lycortaa, and himself, in an embassy from the Achaean states to king 
Ptolemy, on account of the undent friendehip which had existed between hia family 
and the Ptolemies. Excerpt. Polyb. lvli. Livy makes Ariataunu say that Philip 
murdered both lather and sou, XOfl 21. 



mcnt of his talents and character. He represents him as superior to b, c. 213. 
all the statesmen of his day in sagacity, penetration, and application 
to affairs, and singularly expert in concerting stratagems or planning a 
surprise ; bat in the field tardy and irresolute, apt to be deceived, and 
easily intimidated. His virtues and his rices were those of the age in 
which he lived. He was disinterested, patriotic, and generous, liberal 
to his friends, and faithful to his allies ; but he was withheld by no 
scruples from the pursuit of his favourite political objects, and be 
deemed nothing cruel nor unjust which could be effected against 
tyrants. As an historian his reputation stood high with his con- 
temporaries ; and the reliance which Polybius places on his fidelity 
and accuracy, renders the loss of his ' Commentaries' a subject of pro- 
found regret to the lovers of history. 
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QeomenaB, King of Sparta. 

CHAPTER XI. 

CLEOMENES. 

FROM B.C 235 TO B.C. 219. 

The institutions of Lycurgus, which had rendered Sparta at one time 
I the most powerful state in Greece, were scarcely compatible with any 
considerable advancement in civilization, or any extended views of 
foreign policy. In the long wars with Persia, which sprang out of the 
impolitic ambition of the court of Sardis, the kings and the soldiers of 
Lacedcemon necessarily spent much of their time in Asia, and gradually 
acquired that taste for luxury and expense which distinguished their 
companions in arms. The insufficiency of their own resources obliging 
them to cultivate the alliance of Greeks and barbarians, and to employ 
mercenary troops, brought upon them the necessity of raising a revenue, 
and taught them the value of property and the uses of money. The 
consequences were a relaxation of ancient discipline both at home and 
abroad, neglect of the laws, and a contempt for those simple habits 
and that independent poverty which had once been the boast and the 
glory of Sparta. The corruption was not at first rapid, nor were 
there wanting men of virtue and abilities who strenuously resisted its 
progress; but the result was inevitable. The Agrarian law, which 
long preserved the aristocracy of Sparta distinct from the servile 
classes as a proud armed nobility disdaining mechanical employments 
or mercantile speculations, was repealed by the influents of Epitades, 
one of the Ephori, who is said to have been actuated by some private 
motive. 1 The habits of expense which had been introduced imme- 
diately occasioned many of the nobles to avail themselves of the power 
thus acquired to alienate their family estates, which were purchased 
by others who had been enriched by plunder in war, or by foreign 
1 Plutarch, in Agide. 
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Property became engrossed by a few enormously wealthy B. c. 236. 
families, whose bods were enervated by refinement ; whilst the de- 
scendants of the impoverished aristocracy were confounded with the 
inferior classes, and were excluded, by the necesssity of earning a 
livelihood, from the liberal pursuits and the warlike exercises of their 
forefathers. When young Agis' came to the throne, there were, 
according to Plutarch," no more than seven hundred families of the 
ancient Spartan race remaining, and of these scarcely a seventh part 
retained their patrimonial estates. The discontent and taction, insepa- 
rable from such a state of affairs, occasioned violent commotions and 
crimes formerly unknown to Lacedomon ; and the constitution was 
so much impaired that the kings had lost even the shadow of regal 
power, and were insulted and deposed, banished and recalled, at 
the pleasure of the Ephori," who exercised the whole authority of 
government Agis, who was himself among the richest individuals 
of LacecUemon, and whose family enjoyed even larger possessions ihan 
himself, was inspired, from his early youth, with a noble ambition to 
distinguish himself by restoring the laws and the discipline of former 
times ; and upon coming to the throne, be instantly began the work of 
reformation, and set the example not merely of a plain appearance and 
diet, and of hardy habits of life, but proposed to throw into the 
common stock the vast sums of money possessed by himself and his 
relations, and to give up his land to be divided according to the pro- 
visions of the Lycnrgan law. In this design he was frustrated, and 
lost his life by the intrigues of the Ephori and the opposition of Matter sf 
Leonidas, his partner on the throne, who had imbibed, during a long -Vri*- 
residence in Asia, sentiments more suited to the corruption of the age. 

The Ephori having murdered Agis in prison, his brother Archidamus M.murof 
saved himself by flight from the designs which Leonidas entertained hi. »ido» 
against his life. His wife Agiatis, scarcely yet recovered from her ctnmcsa. 
confinement, was seized in her own house, and conducted to the 
palace of the king, who had resolved upon forcing her to marry bis 
son Cleomenes, at that time not eighteen years of age. Agiatis was 
a woman of true Spartan spirit, full of courage and generosity, but at 
the same time capable of the most tender conjugal aflection. She 
resisted, by every means in her power, the will of Leonidas, and 
desired nothing more than to be permitted to cherish the memory of 
her late husband ; but her great fortune was too splendid an object to 
be relinquished, and the king insisted upon her obedience. Her beauty 
and her misfortunes soon made a powerful impression upon the young 
prince : he entered with great delicacy into her feelings, and endea- 
voured to engage her in conversation. This circumstance induced her 
to hope that, by complying with the commands of Leonidas, she 

1 Son of EniUmidw. * Vita Agidii. 

* The office of the Ephori wai inrtitatod to prevent warlike princes and greet 
eoaunenden from erecting a military dnpotJain at home. It exteted, under the 
am name, in other etMee beaidee Sparta, and produced eimilar effecti. 



i. c. 236. might lay a foundation for carrying into effect the reformation begun 
by Agis, and for restoring the ancient glory of her country ; and she 
consented to become the wife of Cleomenes that she might wean him 
from the principles of his father. 

In this design she was completely successful. The young prince, 
naturally romantic, generous, and ambitious of glory, was at an age 
when the character is easily moulded by the influence of a beloved 
female. His imagination was fired, and his feelings were touched by 
the descriptions which his wife delighted to give him of the character 
nflnanm and conduct of Agis ; and he was animated with an enthusiastic desire 
waited by to imitate, and, if possible, to surpass him, that he might fill his place 
in the affections of Agiatis. Such an attachment was happily calcu- 
lated to soften that severity of character which he derived from the 
Stoic philosophy instilled into him by Spheres, the disciple of Zeno, 
who had been the preceptor of his early years, and was the source of 
that amiable temper in domestic life which Polybius * seems to think 
inconsistent with the ardour and vehemence so conspicuous in his 
public conduct. 
B.C. 235. Upon his accession to the throne on the death of his father, Cleomenes 
tmeson of resolved to lose no time in commencing the great work of reformation 
jcoiimi™. w [ lic [j ^ j^ bggQ go joog meditating ; and for this purpose he held 
frequent consultations with his friend Xenares, and desired to be in- 
formed by him of the steps taken by Agis, and of the causes of his 
failure. Xenares, suspecting his design, and averse to its execution, 
withdrew himself from his intimacy ; and Cleomenes, perceiving the 
danger of having his intentions prematurely discovered, resolved to 
form his plan with no adviser besides his wife, whose talents, fidelity, 
and fascinating manners had deeply rooted his early prepossession. 
The great obstacle to reform was removed by the death of Euridamides, 
his colleague, which occurred so seasonably that it has been attributed 
to poison administered by Cleomenes. But the Ephori, who, in time 
of peace, possessed the entire executive power of the state, still stood _ 
in ins way, and held in complete subjection the friends whose support 
was indispensable to his success. Observing, therefore, that Agis had 
failed by engaging in an unequal contest with these magistrates, he 
determined to rid himself of them before he should attempt the 
restoration of the laws and discipline of Lycurgus.* For this purpose 
it was necessary to involve the country in war, that the command of 
the army might give him power, and that a successful campaign 
might gain popularity among the people. Besides these reasons, he 
was eager to mske war upon the united states of Achcea,' conceiving 
them to have usurped in Peloponnesus the supremacy so long exer- 
cised by Lacedaxnon; for, by the able negotiations and military 
manoeuvres of Aratus, the whole peninsula, excepting Laconia, Elk, 
and a tew inconsiderable towns of Arcadia, had joined the League ; 
and, upon the death of Leomdas, he had made some hostile attempts 
1 Eicerpt, b. • Poljh. ii. 47. • Id. sod. 
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against the Arcadian cities remaining in the Lacedaemonian interest, B- c. 227. 
which, though not successful, formed a justifiable ground for com* 
mencing a system of reprisals. 

With these views Cleomenes listened willingly to the invitation w.r wiut 
of the MtoUaii Ephori to join with them and with Macedon in an " 
extensive combination against the united states ; and he accepted from n, c. 227. 
them the possession of three important fortresses, Mantinea, Tegea, 
and OrchomenuB, at that time not merely in alliance with the jEtolian 
republic, but actually members of the confederacy. 1 The Achtean 
general, alarmed at this turn of affairs, exerted himself to detach 
Antigonus from the new allies, and made an attempt to Surprise 
Tegea and Orchomenus by night, a mode of warfare in which he 
had been singularly successful. But the conspirators, who had under- 
taken to assist him in the enterprise, were secured by the vigilance of 
Cleomenea, who, exulting in having disappointed the wily veteran, 
salt him a jocular note,* inquiring, " Whither he had been rambling 
about the country by night ? " Aratus replied that his last movement 
bad been designed to prevent the seizure of the fortification of Belbina, 
a post in the Megalopolitan territory, which the Ephori had com- 
manded their king to occupy, and to fortify the Atheweum which 
stood near it, Cleomenes, who knew the real object of the nocturnal 
expedition, returned for answer that " he was perfectly satisfied with 
the account which the general had given of his own movement, but 
begged to be informed where all the scaling ladders and lanterns had 
been marching.'' Aratus was disposed to laugh at this sally ; but an 
old Lacedaemonian in his army, who knew the character of Cleomenes, 
gravely observed, " If you have any great design in hand, make haste 
and complete it before toe spurs of this cockerel are grown." 

The Ephori of Sparta, meanwhile, always vacillating in their The Ephori 
councils, became apprehensive of the consequences of a war, and "^ MBM _ 
recalled the king home; upon which Aratus immediately seized 
Caphyte, and was preparing to extend his (success when the same 
magistrates sent Cleomenes against him with five thousand men. The 
command of the Acluean army, consisting, according to Plutarch," of 
twenty thousand infantry and a thousand cavalry, had, in the interim, 
devolved upon Aristomachus, lately tyrant of Argos, who having abdi- 
cated his sovereignty, and united his city with the League, was, for 
this service, chosen general. Notwithstanding the great disproportion 
of numbers, Cleomenes offered him battle, gaily reminding his troops 
of the saying of an ancient Spartan king, that " the Lacetkemoniang 
do not ask toe numbers of the enemy, but where they are." Aristo- 
DMchns was eager to accept the challenge ; but Aratus, intimidated 
by the daring spirit of the young king, refused his consent, and pre- 
vailed upon him to retire. 

The Acluean army then moved to attack Elis, which was in alliance 
with Lacedsemon ; but Cleomenes, marching hastily to its relief, over- 

* Forrfa. iL 48. ■ Platarch, in Viu Cleomcnit. * Vita Cleomeni*. 
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B. c. 226. took and defeated tben with great slaughter at Lyceum ; and Aratus 
himself escaped with so mock difficulty chat he was for some time 
missing, and reported to be slain. Taking advantage of this error, he 
found means to surprise Maatinea ; and the Ephori were so alarmed 
by the loss of that important place that they refused Cleomenes the 
means of continuing the war. Upon tikis, he resolved to attempt the 
restoration of the royal authority, and proposed to supply the place of 
his late colleague by sending for Archidamus, the brother of Agis, to 
share the throne. The Ephori dared not oppose a measure eo agreeable 
to the constitution and to justice ; but they took care to defeat it by 
procuring the assassination of Archidamus immediately upon his 
arrival. 1 The king, finding himself unable to contend against men- 
power, was compelled to resort to bribery, and being largely supplied 
with money by his mother Cratesiclea, who was an enthusiast in 
reform, he purchased the consent of the Ephori to the renewal of 
hostilities.* 
OrSKtoftiia Having gained this point, he marched out with the intention of 
seizing Leuctra,* a town belonging to Megalopolis. Aratos hastened 
to its relief, and was joined by Lysiades with a body of MegalorxJitans. 
A brilliant action was fought on the Laodician plain, near the walls of 
the city, in which the Achsains had, at first, the advantage; but 
Aratus, either envying the glory of Lysiades, or infatuated by timidity, 
refused to support the pursuit which had commenced, and the eagle 
eye of Cleomenes, instantly catching the moment of advantage, turned 
upon his pursuers. Lysiades and his light troops, entangled in the 
enclosures, were cut to pieces,' the Spartans returned to the charge, 
and the whole Achaean army fled in disorder. The slaughter was very 
great, and Aratus was glad to obtain a truce with permission to bury 
his dead ; but Cleomenes, admiring die gallantry of Lysiades, who 
had lately abdicated the sovereignty of Megalopolis and united it with 
the League, insisted upon doing honour to the corpse, and arraying it 
in royal robes, with a diadem on the head, he conducted it with 
military honours to the gates of Megalopolis. 
«™m Conceiving that by this success he had established bis military 

Eptort.ud character, Cleomenes returned to Sparta, and having communicated 
revolution in ^th gome of his friends, and engaged them to assist him, be detet- 
p " mined, since no other means had proved successful, to remove the 

Ephori by violence, and to restore at once the power of the crown 
and the laws of Lycurgus. Plutarch 4 details, with amusing minute- 
ness, the circumstances which attended the destruction of these corrupt 
magistrates, and the very speech which Cleomenes made to the people 
afterwards. But a strenuous advocate for the system of Lycurgus 
was not likely to have imitated the orators of Athens ; and nothing 
can be so improbable as that one of the Ephori should relate to 

1 Polybiui, somewhat inconaistentlj', imputes this inftmona action to Cl«uneD« 
(lib. t. 37). 
■ PlnL Vila C 



Cleomenes a dream, of which the obvious interpretation was that 
heaven had decreed their removal by his hand. The revolution 
appears to have excited little commotion ; the richest of the citizens 
were prepared to approve it, and followed the example of the king, 
who resigned his whole property to the public, and the poor were 
little inclined to question die legality of a transaction by which they 
alone were to be the immediate gainers. The vacancy on the throne 
was filled by Euclidas, the brother of Cleomenes, the only instance, it 
is said, in which the two kings were from the same branch of the 
Heracleid tree. The next measure was to put in force the Agrarian 
law ; and Cleomenes generously commanded that eighty lots of land 
should be set apart for those citizens whom the exigency of the 
moment compelled him to banish, but whom he declared that he 
would recal to their country as soon as tranquillity should be esta- 
blished. He had now leisure to enforce the restoration of the ancient 
simple and hardy mode of life, which he had himself uniformly prac- 
tised ; and in this he was greatly assisted by his former tutor, the 
Stoic philosopher Spheres, who, having long held his school at Sparta, 
possessed great influence among the younger nobility. The example 
a£ the king himself was, however, the most prevailing argument. 
Cheerful and suable in his manners, liberal in his conduct, and pecu- 
liarly agreeable and entertaining in conversation, he won the affections 
of all who approached him, and every one who was ambitious of being 
thought fashionable imitated the king. The same severity of discipline 
was carried into the camp, and soon became popular among the 
soldiers, who were delighted with the frsnk familiarity of behaviour 
which Cleomenes knew how to combine with the most absolute 
authority. That the enemy might not suppose his attention wholly 
engrossed by his plan of reform, he made repeated incursions into 
their territories, and extended his ravages as far as Argos, by means 
of which his troops became accustomed to their new discipline and 
were prepared for more serious encounters. 

An opportunity was not long wanted for proving the effect of these R> 
changes. The Mantirwana, dissatisfied with Aratus, made overtures 
to Sparta. The king, marching by night, entered the town, and, with 
the assistance of the inhabitants, dislodged the garrison from the 
citadel with so much expedition that he withdrew the next morning 
into Tegea. After refreshing his troops, he passed through Arcadia 
without interruption, and made a demonstration against Pherae, a city 
of Aehaja, belonging to the League. Hyperbatus, at this time general 
of the states, encamped the whole force 1 under his command at Heca- 
tombeeum, near Dyma% so that Cleomenes could not advance upon 
him without leaving that city in his rear, and exposing himself to a 
sally of the garrison. This secure position is strongly characteristic of 
the cautious tactics of Aratus, who, in effect, guided all the operations 
of the campaign; but the Spartan king, relying upon the rapidity of 
1 Ilulityili •iilvFivimi. Polyb, ii. SI. 
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b. C. 224. his movements, instantly attacked tbe Achaan lines and pot die entire 
army to the sword, 1 with scarcely any loss of his own men. 

Arabia, after this defeat, which was attributed to his want of 
conduct, refused to take his torn as general during the ensuing season, 
sot caring to meet Cleomenes again in the field ; but he still retained 
so much influence in the Achtean councils that he directed all the 
negotiations which ensued, in which Cleomenes offered, upon being 
declared general of the League, to restore the places he had taken 
during the war, and to set at liberty all his prisoners without ransom. 
But Aratus, who foresaw that these conditions would not only eclipse 
his own glory and annihilate his power, but would also at once restore 
Lacedaanon to the empire of Peloponnesus, and eventually of Greece, 
preferred taking refuge under the protection of Macedon, even at tbe 
price of surrendering to Autigonus the Acrocorinthus, the scene of hit 
most celebrated exploit. 

The discussion was interrupted by the illness of Cleomenes, which 
obliged him to return suddenly to Sparta ; and, upon his resuming 
the negotiation, he was so rudely treated by Aratus, that, after a good 
deal of mutual recrimination, all hope of peace was at an end, and the 
Lacedemonians, having sent a herald to declare that the war wm 
renewed, soon made themselves masters of nearly all Peloponnesus. 
Cleomenes, encouraged by the extraordinary success of his arms, came 
siummm of suddenly upon Argos, while the Achsans were there assembled to 
ui«menM. celebrate the Nemsan games, and, with little resistance, obtained pos- 
session of that city (of all others the first object of Spartan ambition), 
compelling the Argians to receive a garrison, and to give hostages for 
their fidelity to the Lacedtemonian alliance. Tbe Corinthians now 
became eager to follow the example of their neighbours, and sent 
deputies to invite Cleomenes to enter their city, while they commanded 
Aratus and the Acbsans to quit the frontier. The general, mounting 
bis horse, made his escape ; but the Acheean garrison kept possession 
of the citadel, and it was found impracticable to dislodge them. 

The Spartan king drew a line of cireumvallation round tbe Acroco- 
rinthus, which completely prevented all communication between the 
garrison and their commander ; and be then again tried the effect of 
negotiation, and offered liberal terms to Aratus if he would surrender 
Corinth, and make an alliance with Lacedfemon ; but the general sent 
an evasive and churlish reply, " that he was not master of events, but 
events of him ;" and pressed Antigonns to hasten bis march that be might 
save the citadel from being taken. In retaliation of this affront, Cleo- 
menes ravaged the territories of Sicyon, and laid siege to its capita). 
Opantiou Id the meanwhile, the Macedonians, having been refused permission 
i JSZa. to march through Pylas by tbe JStolians, arrived by sea near the 
isthmus, and passing Mount Gerania, prepared to enter Peloponnesus. 
Cleomenes, who saw the impossibility of meeting Antigonus in the 
l 'ox>xM'i Inww (Id. eod.)> which Cauubon renden " anlvermin puban 
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field with the force then under his command, threw op a line of forti- b. c 224. 
fication connecting the Acrocormthus with the Oneian range, 1 and 
made his position so strong that the Macedonian king dared not 
attempt to force it ; and in an attempt to get into hia rear by the port 
Lechsum, one of the harbours at Corinth, he was repulsed with con- 
siderable loss. Bat the artifices of Aratos achieved what appeared 
impracticable to the forces of Antigonus. A revelation was unex- 
pectedly brought about in Argos, and means were contrived for sending 
a large body of Macedonians, commanded by Aratos, to support the 
insurgents, who were besieging the LacacUemonian garrison in the 
citadel. Cleomenes, upon bong apprised of the revolt, detached 
Hegistonus, in great haste, to relieve his garrison; but that general 
was killed in attempting to enter the town, and his men were dispersed 
and slain. The Laced amoniana in the citadel were now severely 
pressed, and despatched messenger after messenger to the king, im- 
ploring him to come to their assistance. His situation was extremely Difficult 
perplexing ; for if he should leave his lines, Antigonus was certain to g£*£±f" 
gain possession of Corinth, and to open a way into Peloponnesus ; or, 
if be should lose Argos, the enemy would be in his rear, and might 
either force his lines, or march into Laconia without opposition. The 
latter danger, at length, determined him to abandon his post, which 
fell immediately into the hands of the Macedonians ; but Cleomenes 
made so rapid a march to Argos, that he arrived there before Aratus, 
and finding the walls of the city too well guarded to be scaled, he 
broke open some vaults under the suburbs, and, by subterranean pan- 
sages with which he was acquainted, introduced a division of his army 
into the citadel, and joined the garrison. Aratus, in the meantime, 
arriving at the gates, was admitted into the town ; but Cleomenes, by 
means of his archers and slingers, so galled the Macedonian troops that 
they dared not appear in the streets, and the Spartans were rapidly 
gaining possession of the city. At this moment the vigilant eye of 
the Lacedaemonian king saw the numerous army of Antigonus pouring 
down from the isthmus ; and, aware of the impossibility of contending 
against such superiority of numbers, under the conduct of so able a 
commander, he made a timely and masterly retreat ; and, conducting 
hia men along the walls of the city, joined the main body of his army, 
and retired in good order to Mantinea. On the road he was met by 
a messenger, who informed him of the sudden death of his wife nnth «t 
Agiatis, to whom he was most ardently and tenderly attached ; but AsW*- 
thongh this event, occurring at so inauspicious a moment, clouded all 
his hopes of consolation under reverses, he neither forgot the duties of 
a general, the dignity of a king, nor the manliness of a Spartan ; but 
having calmly provided for the security of the outposts, he withdrew 
his army into Sparta. Here, in the privacy of his own family, he 
gave vent to the bitterness of his feelings, deprived as he was, in a few 
days, of the fruit of all his glorious achievements, and, of what be 
> Poljb. it. 52. 
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b. c. 223. rained still more, of his domestic happiness. Bat though his own 
heart was shut against hope, he felt all that he still owed to his 
country ; and rousing himself from despair, he looked around him for 
the means of defending iAcedaanon against the expected invasion. In 
Awuuaof preparing to meet this danger, fresh trials awaited him. Ptolemy 
Cjcomna Euergetes, at this time king of Egypt, jealous of the progress of Anti- 
ptoi«ny gonus in Greece, was easily induced to promise succours and supplies 
E " ns ~^, to Cleomenes ; but it was upon condition that his mother and his sod 
b. a US. gQ^id be sent to Egypt as hostages for his fidelity. The heroic 
descendant of Hercules hesitated not to deprive himself of his last 
treasure to save Sparta; but though resolved to sacrifice his own 
affections, he could not command resolution to break the business to 
his mother. Cratesiclea, however, perceived that a secret weight hong 
upon the mind of her son, and with some difficulty drew from him the 
cause of his uneasiness. No sooner was it explained, than the Spartan 
spirit of this noble lady prevailed over every other sentiment, and she 
exclaimed with generous enthusiasm — " Is this all ? — let me embark 
without delay ; and thank the gods that, old and helpless as I appear, 
I may yet be of service to Sparta !" 
Fntitiida <■( Cleomenes immediately prepared for her departure, and conducted 
c»»«»*i»- her, with a train suitable to her rank, to the port of Tasnanis. But 
when he was about to part with her and his child, his emotion over- 
came even his hereditary firmness, and he began to weep aloud. 
Cratesiclea, who had resigned herself to her fate, as a victim sacrificed 
to her country, remained calm, and leading her son aside into the 
temple of Neptune, she said, " King of Sparta, when we go oat 
hence, let no man see a tear, nor any weakness unworthy of that 
exalted title. This is in our power. Events are in the hands of God." 
Ashamed to be thus surpassed in resolution by a woman, Cleomenes 
suppressed his grief, and led his mother, with the child in her anna, 
on board the ship, with a firm step, and a kindling countenance, 
appearing, in the eyes of his followers, to realize the proudest visions 
of Spartan virtue. He soon afterwards received intelligence of the 
safe arrival of the hostages, and their favourable reception at the conrt 
of Alexandria. Cratesiclea wrote to him in a cheerful manner ; hot at 
the same time laid her commands upon him to act, on all occasions, 
for the honour and advantage of his country, without regard to the 
safety of a useless old woman and a child in the hands of Ptolemy. 1 
Bam i— of Antigonus remained during the whiter in quarters at Corinth and 
«**■*»■•. Argos; but early* in the spring he led his forces to Tegea, and 
besieged it with those warlike engines, in the use of which the Mace- 
donians were singularly expert. The Tegeana, swing little expecta- 
tion of relief from Cleomenes, who was in no condition to take the 
field against so powerful an enemy, surrendered after a very slender 
resistance. Antigonus, upon this, advanced to the frontier of T.« K ^i» 1 
where the Lacedaemonians were encamped, with a desperate resolution 
_ » Pint. ViU Cleomenis. * Polys. U. 53. 
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to defend their country from invasion. He was too prudent to pot B, C 2 
the advantages he had gained to the hazard of a battle under each cir- 
cumstances ; bat, by frequent skirmishes, be tried die strength of both 
armies, and kept the attention of Cleomenea employed, whilst be 
made himself master of Mantinea and Orahomeiras, and of almost all 
the places which lay between Laoonia and Argos. In die autumn, be 
retired to Mgmm, and dismissed his Macedonian troops for the 
winter. 

When the Spartan king was informed of this confident measure, be 
conceived hopes of being enabled to seize Megalopolis, 1 which was 
now distant three days' march from the enemy's head-quarters, and had 
been deprived of the flower of its own population in the bloody battles 
of Lycajum and of the Laodician plain. Having gained over to his 
interest some Messenian exiles, who resided in the city, he entered it 
nnperceived by night, and took possession of all the strong posts 
within the walls. In the morning, however, die Megalopobtana 
hastily assembling their men, made so gallant an attack upon the 
Lacedaemonian forces, that the king himself was exposed to imminent 
hazard, and the contest appeared long doubtful. Numbers at length 
prevailed, and the inhabitants, hastily collecting their most valuable 
property, decamped with their women and children to Messene, die 
armed party effectually covering their retreat. Megalopolis was thus 
left to the conquerors. 

In bis account of the events which followed, Poh/bins* is at great 
pains to prove that the historian Fhylarchns, from whom Plutarch ' 
appears to have borrowed bis narrative, wrote more in the character of 
a dramatist, whose object was to panegyrize Cleomenea, than in that 
of a sober and authentic historian. He represents the Spartan king 
as having acted with great violence and inhumanity ; " And I think," 
he adds, " that he was induced to this, because at no time, in his 
extremast need, could ha ever find any one among the Megalopobtans, 
who would espouse his cause, or become a traitor for his sake.™ The 
simple feet admitted on all sides is, that Cleomenea being in possession 
of die crty, sent a herald to the Hegalopolitana, who bad taken refuge 
in Messene, proposing to restore them their town and the property 
within it uninjured, and to abstain from plundering die country, on 
condition that they would enter into an alliance, offensive and defensive, 
with Lacedemon, would admit a Spartan garrison into their citadel, 
and give hostages for their fidelity to their engagements. Among the 
citizens, to whom this offer was addressed, was the celebrated Phiio- 
posmen, afterwards general of the Achteana, who had, from his child- 
hood, nourished the strongest prejudices against the Spartan yoke. By 
his representations these unfortunate people were induced not only to 
reject the terms proposed to them, but to insult Cleomenes, by com- 
mitting a most unwarrantable outrage upon his herald and attendants. 

1 H* bad btfore filled in a rimilar attempt. Vide Poljb. ix. 17. 

• Polyb. ii. 55 to 64, ■ Vita Cleomtnii. ■ * Polrb. u. 55. 



b. C 223. The king, highly incensed, sold all that remained in the rity and 

d*"™ 11 ™ neighbourhood for slaves, seized the property of the citizens, gave rrp 

Meg»iopoiu. the cooolzy to plunder, and entirely demolished the city, which is 

said to have been one of the finest in Peloponnesus. It was built by 

Epameinondas as a check to the power of the Spartans, and had been 

the object of their unceasing enmity to the hour of its tall. 

The amount of the plunder was considerable (though Polybins' 
has shown that it could not equal the sum mentioned by Phylarchus, 
which exceeds all the wealth at that time in the peninsula) ; and it was 
a moat seasonable supply to the exhausted resources of Lacedtemon, 
The news occasioned the utmost consternation at ^ginm. Plutarch* 
affirms that it was communicated to the assembly of the states by 
Anitas, who appeared before them overwhelmed with grief, hiding 
his race in his cloak ; and, being entreated to inform them of the 
cause of his sorrow, could only utter, " Megalopolis is rained by 
Cleomenes 1" Antigonus would instantly have marched to avenge its 
mil ; but his troops were all in winter quarters, and his impatience 
served only to increase the alarm of his allies. Cleomenes having laid 
waste the lands about Argos, and having offered the enemy battle 
before its gates, dislodged some small garrisons in Arcadia, and 
returned home with his army in high spirits, leaving a formidable 
impression of his genius and resources upon the minds of the 
Allium 

But, with the approach of spring, Antigonus drew together his 
formidable and well-disciplined army, to the number of twenty-eight 
thousand infantry and twelve hundred cavalry ; of which tea thousand 
were heavy-armed Macedonians, trained to form that irresistible heavy 
phalanx, so destructive to the smaller bodies of Grecian troops. 
Cleomenes bad endeavoured to provide against the impending storm 
by fortifying all the passes into Laconia, by constructing trenches, 
felling trees, and posting guards in commanding situations.* Himytf, 
B. C. 222. with all the forces he could raise, about twenty thousand men, 
encamped near Sellasia, a frontier town, by which, as he rightly ccu- 

S tared, Antigonus would attempt to force his way to Sparta. Two 
Is, called Eva and Olympus, command the vale through which flows 

MugdoniatH the river Maw,* along whose bank runs the road to Lacedsanou. 

£^ rt|ni Cleomenes drew a trench in front of each eminence, and posted the 
allies upon Eva, under the command of his brother Euclidas, while 
the Lacedaemonians and the mercenaries, commanded by himself in 
person, occupied Olympus. In the plain below, on both sides of As 
stream, was stationed the cavalry, supported by a small body of light 
infantry. Antigonus, having reconnoitred his position, was struck 
with admiration ; and admitted that the king of Sparta had evinced 
the most consummate knowledge of military tactics, and the most 
minute attention to every point both of attack and defence. After 

1 Loco citato. » Id Cleomnie. 

' Polyb. IL 85, ft *»f. * A!. Maam, f.ir. uriv. 18. 
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some deliberation, he resolved that it would be imprudent to attack a c. 222. 
him in his present situation, and withdrawing to a convenient distance, 
pitched his camp behind the river Gorgylus, in face of the enemy, 
where he remained several days on the watch for some opportunity to 
surprise Cleomenes, or to get into his rear. Bat the unremitting 
vigilance and the able dispositions of that consummate general defeated 
his expectations, and convinced him that he most hope for success 
only from the superiority of his army. 

Never, perhaps, were two generals more equally matched, or more 
dependent, for all their future prospects, upon the event of a battle. 
As lor Cleomenes, he knew that the security, if not the very existence, 
of Sparta hung upon the fate of that day : and though Antigonus was 
not informed, till after the action, of the full extent of the danger to 
his government in Macedonia (for if he had received the intelligence 1 
two days earlier he would have marched home, and would have left 
the Acbieans at the mercy of the enemy), be was sufficiently aware of 
the state of affairs in the north to feel that s defeat, at this juncture, 
might be attended with the most ruinous consequences. He prepared, 
therefore, to exert all his skill and courage, and to decide the contest 
by one decisive blow. The disposition of his line evinced that he 
had, during the tune of his inaction, successfully studied the nature 
of the different troops of which the enemy's army was composed. 
To the allies under Euclidas, posted upon Mount Eva, he opposed 
the Macedonian corps called Chalcaspids (Brazen-shields), alternating 
between their companies bodies of IUyrians, commanded by Alex- 
ander, son of Acmetus, and Demetrius of Pherfe;" the light troops, 
Acamanians and Cretans, were ranged behind this front; and a 
reserve of two thousand Achasans were stationed in the rear. His 
cavalry were drawn up opposite the enemy's horse, on each side of the 
jEnns, having the right flank covered by a body of a thousand Mega- 
lopolitans, and die left by an equal number of Achssns. The king, 
in person, took the command of the heavy-armed Macedonians and 
mercenaries, who were to attack Cleomenes on Mount Olympus. The 
Ulyrians had crossed the Gorgylns during the night, and had taken up 
a position at the foot of Mount Eva, and they had received orders to 
open the attack upon seeing a white flag hung out in the opposite 
wing of the army ; the cavalry and the light troops, who supported 
them, were to wait till a red one should be elevated. 

The signal being given, the Ulyrians advanced boldly up the hill, b. C. 222. 
and by this movement too great an interval was mterposed between jjgjj^ 
them and the Actuean reserve in their rear ; upon which Cleomenes, 
whose keen sight instantly detected the error, detached the light 
infantry, which he had posted with his cavalry on the plain, to take 
them in the rear, while Euclidas bore down upon their front Anti- 
gonus did not perceive what had happened, and the IUyrians would, 
in a few minutes, have been cut to pieces, had not Philopcemen, who 
> Flat, in Vita. * Ai. Pbsra, in Thsnalj. 



b. c 222. was among the Megalopohtuna, but who held no command, prevailed 
^J|J llWp upon his countrymen to fall upon the enemy's horse, thus deprived of 
of PhiiopB- their light troops, without waiting for the king's signal. By thin 
' BOB - manteuvre, the Illyrians were delivered from the enemy in their rear, 

who retained to their post in order to support their own cavalry, and 
were enabled to bear up against Euclidaa, who (instead of taking 
advantage of the hill to break the enemy's line as they advanced, and 
to keep the higher ground behind him, in die event of his being par- 
tially repulsed), chose to await the attack on the very summit, so that 
the enemy ascended the steep in good order, and having made an 
impression upon his line, they gained the higher ground, and drove 
him down the declivity on the other aide. The horse, meanwhile, 
were furiously engaged on the plain below : the Achaaan cavalry did 
good service, and the Lacedienxmians were thrown into confusion. 

On the other wing a smart action had commenced between the 
light infantry and mercenary boons, who were nearly equal on both 
sides, and who fought, under the eye of their commanders, with 
animated valour. But Cleomenes, seeing his brother driven down the 
hill in disorder, and his cavalry on the plain ready to give way, 
resolved, if possible, to retrieve the fortune of the day by one decisive 
blow. Breaking down one side of his fortification, he led through it 
the whole of his heavy-armed troops, formed in phalanx, directly 
towards Antigonus, The sound of the trumpet now recalled the light 
troops on both sides, and the charge of the phalanx was tremendous. 
The Macedonians at first yielded to the desperate valour of the 
Spartans, and were driven back to some distance, bat recovering 
themselves, by their superior weight and strength, they made a stand, 
and the Spartans wavered. At this moment Antigonus' ordered the 
Macedonians to sorry their spears, and to form in double phalanx; 
and the LacedKmonians, unable to resist the weight of the enemy, 
were driven from their trenches with prodigious slaughter. The rant 
became complete. Euclidaa was surrounded and slain, after displaying 
more personal courage than generalship ; the light troops fled in all 
directions; and of the heavy-aimed phalanx scarcely two hundred, out of 
five, or, according to others, out of six thousand, survived, deotncnet 
himself, with a small party of horse, reached Sparta iu safety. 1 

Having assembled the citizens, and having informed them that all was 
lost, he advised them to make no farther resistance, but to open their 
gates to the conqueror, and to surrender themselves to his discretion; 
for himself, he said, life and death were alike indifferent to him, and 
he would embrace that which should appear beat for Sparta. So 
saying, without disarming, or taking either rest or refreshment, he set 
out with a few friends for Gythium,* at which port be had previously 

1 Caianbon'a translation of tiis obscure passage is ongnUrly looae. 

* PlDtarch'a account of lie battle, alight aa It is, differs considerably from (hat 
of Polybine, which ia hers principally followed. 

* Al. Gjtheum, * seaport at tha mouth of tha Eorotaa. 
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ordered some vessels to be in readiness against the chances of war, b. c 221. 
and embarked for Alexandria. " So fortune delights," observes 
Polybins, " to balk the expectations of mankind! for if Cleomenes 
had delayed the battle a few days, or, even after he was beaten, had 
be remained in Greece, he would not have lost his kingdom. For 
Antigcnus, very soon after the action, received intelligence which com- a*™i of 
pelled him to hasten homewards with all possible expedition." 1 These Aa °w m "- 
circumstances induced Antdgonns to conclude hie arrangements at 
Sparta in as summary a manner as passible, and to avoid giving 
offence to any party in Greece. Polybins and Plutarch agree that he 
restored to Locedsanon its ancient constitution; and other writers 
have said, that he bestowed freedom upon the Lacedaemonians and 
Tegeans, meaning, no doubt, that be established the democracy in 
power. Bat whatever he might do in passing through Tegea* on his 
return, it is evident from Polybins' himself, that the Spartans were 
left at liberty to make their own domestic arrangements. From 
attachment to Cleomenes, they declined, as long as he lived, to elect 
any king, and the supreme power was administered by the Ephori ; 
bid no sooner was the intelligence of his death received at Lacedjemon, 
than both the people and the council of regency 4 became anxious to 
supply the vacancy of the throne, and chose Agesipolis and Lyeavgus 
kings of Sparta. 

Cleomenes, if we may believe his biographer, did not proceed direct 
to Egypt, but landed on several islands for refreshment. On one of 
these occasions his friend Therycion, in a set speech, exhorted him to 
die by his own hand rather than to become a captive and an exile. 
Bat the hero reminded him that there are more fortitude and virtue in 
enduring life from a sense of duty, than in fleeing from misfortune by 
a voluntary death ; and declared that he would live as long as there 
remained any hope of serving his country. 

This story, which bears strong marks of having been got up for the 
school disputations, may, perhaps, be thought to derive some con- 
firmation from the manner in which Polybins' eulogizes Cleomenes for 
" bis patience tinder the evils of life, while the least shadow of bope 
.remained ; and for his manly resolution at last rather to die like a 
warrior than to live like a slave." 

Upon his arrival at Alexandria, he was received by Ptolemy Trtumcst oi 
Euergetes with great professions of kindness, and a liberal pension' j£ j^p™ 
was assigned for his maintenance. But the old king did not live to b. C. 221. 
fulfil these promises, and he was succeeded by Ptolemy Philopator, 
who was so fer from taking any interest in the affairs of Greece, that 
he could scarcely be induced to attend to the most urgent business of 
his own kingdom ; so absorbed were the slender faculties with which 
nature had endowed him in every species of luxury and debauchery/ 

' Por/b. fl. 70. ■ IW. * lib. tr. 85. 

•Titi-Ef^i, ifxu... E«L • Lib. ivii. 3*. 

* Plntarch «js twenty-four talaris, ibovo 4,5001. ' Puljb. v. 35, tt uq. 
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B.C. 221. Cleomeaes, impatient of delay, having in vain urged the king to supply 
him with men and money, at length solicited permission to depart 
with only his own family and friends ; bat he found it impossible to 

j^ypt." obtain an answer to his request ; for though Ptolemy entirely neglected 
everything bat his pleasures, Sosibius, his minister, was a keen and 
wily politician, and was perfectly aware of the change which most 
take place in the politics of Greece after the death of Antigomis. He 
saw that it was no longer an object for the king of Egypt to break the 
power of Macedon ; bat that great danger might ensue if a prince, of 
such abilities as Cleomenes, were to become master of Greece, after 
gaining a perfect knowledge of the defenceless state of Ptolemy's 
dominions ; and he perceived also that to send him away without pro- 
viding him with the supplies so long promised would only be to 
insure hia enmity. So much terror did the talents and intrepidity of 
one man, deprived of all other resources, inspire into the councils of a 
mighty monarchy, at that time, probably, the richest in the world ! 

An incident occurred, about this period, which raised still higher 
the opinion that had been formed of Cleomenes, and which drew ■ 
declaration from Ptolemy that to keep him in Egypt was little better 
than to pen a lion in a sheepfold. The administration was extremely 
desirous to destroy Magas, the king's brother, and the celebrated 
queen-dowager Berenice, whose spirit and popularity with the army 
rendered her formidable to the court. Sosibius, who apprehended 
that the mercenary troops were devoted to the prince and to the 
queen-dowager, consulted Cleomenes, and desired his advice. The 
Spartan, imagining that the scheme for assassinating these royal per- 
sons originated simply in a dread of their influence with the military, 
replied, " Make yourself perfectly easy, and fear nothing : the mer- 
cenary troops will never act against you; but will, on the contrary, 
support you. Do you not observe that three thousand of them are 
Peloponnesians, and a thousand Cretans, who upon the least signal 
from me, will take any part that I may direct? Being secure of 
these, why should you stand in awe of a set of Syrian or Carian 
soldiers?" 

But the encouragement afforded by Cleomenes operated otherwise 
than he had intended it, Sosibius, freed from bis apprehensions, 
resolved on the death of Berenice ; and conceived, at the same time, 
a still greater dread of the extraordinary power which the Spartan 
exile possessed over the soldiers ; so that he only waited tor a favour- 
able opportunity to imprison or to destroy him. 

Such an occasion was not long wanted. A Hessenian horsedealer, 
who had formerly been employed by Cleomenes, happened to land at 
Alexandria with a cargo of horses for the long. Cleomenes, meeting 
him upon the quay, recognised him as an old acqaintance, and said, in 
a jocular strain, " You would have found a better market at the 
palace for a cargo of females and rope-dancers, than for these war- 
'Polyb. ». 38. 
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like animals." The sarcasm was reported to the minister, who easily B. c. 221, 
prevailed upon the merchant, by some trifling presents, to enter into 
his views, and to act any villany he thought fit to dictate. Whilst 
Ptolemy was stall out of humour with Cleomenes for his jest, a letter 
arrived from Nicagoras, the horse-dealer, who had left the port, stating 
that, during his stay at Alexandria, he had discovered a plot formed 
by the Spartans for effecting a revolution in Egypt. Upon no better 
evidence of a tale so incredible, was Cleomenes confined by an order luptani- 
of council within the walls of s castle, sufficiently spacious indeed, a™*™. 
bnt strongly and vigilantly guarded. Being thus treated like a criminal, 
he felt himself released from all the obligations of hospitality, and 
resolved to attempt a most daring exploit, rather with the hope of 
meeting a glorious death, than with that of extricating himself from 
the difficulties with which be was surrounded. In the absence of the 
king, who had gone to Canopus, he intimated to his guards that he 
had received a promise of being liberated, and intended to bold a 
festival on the occasion, in which he desired that they would partake. 
Provisions, wine, and garlands were accordingly sent them in abund- 
ance; and, believing mat it was no longer necessary to watch their 
prisoner, they indulged in the grossest excess, and lay senseless from 
intoxication and sleep. Cleomenes, with his little band of faithful 
adherents, then sallied from the castle; and each with his drawn 
sword rushed into the town, proclaiming " Deliverance from the 
tyranny of the Ptolemies !" The captain of the guard, who met them 
at the gate, was so startled by their audacity that he fell from his 
chariot; and while his attendants, in the utmost consternation, shifted 
for themselves, he was trampled to death. The same panic prevailed 
among the citizens, none of whom either joined or opposed the con- 
spirators ; though Polybius ' insinuates, that they wished well to the 
design of overthrowing the reigning dynasty. Cleomenes and his 
friends, finding no support in the city, hastened to the citadel with the 
intention of breaking open the prison, and reinforcing their party with 
the criminals confined in it ; but the prefect of toe watch, hearing a 
tumuli, had manned the approaches to the walls, and this last desperate 
hope vanished. Nothing now remained for Cleomenes but to die, as hi. icon, 
he had lived, like a true Spartan. He fell upon his own sword, and b. c. 
all his attendants followed his example, 1 221-220. 

1 Polyb. v. 36. 

* Polrb. v. 39. Plutarch, who delight* to fill up the scenery in hiitorictl . 
' j, »dd» man j romantic drcnmttUKU respecting Crat«icle« snd her gtand- 
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CHAPTER Xn. 
PHILOPIKMEN. 

FROM B, C. 252 TO B. C 183. 

In the celebrated battle of Sellasia, in which a mortal wound w» 

inflicted on the power and glory of Lacedtemon, Antigonus, king of 

Macedon, commander-in-chief of the allied forces, committed a capiat 

error. He ordered his left wing to cross the Gorgylus and attack the 

enemy's position, whilst the reserve remained posted behind the river; 

Skill and the Spartan king instantly took advantage of this fault to fall 

pkRopbuib tt P° n *^ eu " unprotected rear with a corps of light infantry, which 

uthtbuLig attended his cavalry in the centre. The consequences which most 

of s.ii»«u. jjg^g eogug^ ^gjg perceived by no one in the allied army, except by s 

young Megalopolitan knight, who held no command, but who felt 

justified by the imminent danger to which his country was exposed, in 

quitting his ranks, to expostulate with the officers near htm. Finding 

his remonstrances disregarded, he returned to his place, and urged his 

companions to charge the enemy's horse, without waiting for orders, 

that they might oblige the corps of light troops, detached by Cleo- 

menes, to return from their attack npon the rear of the left wing, in 

order to support their own cavalry. Without farther hesitation he 

spurred his horse to the charge, and was followed by most of his 

countrymen. The other Achaan horse would not be left behind; 
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Alexander, wbo commanded the centre, yielded to necessity, and the B. c. 222- 
action became general. The young man, who had occasioned it, dis- 
played uncommon personal strength and courage, and when his horse 
was lolled under him, he fought on foot till lie was pierced through 
both thighs with a javelin. 1 

When the action was over, Antigonus, who had observed the effect 
produced by the unauthorized charge of the cavalry, and was highly 
pis—ad with their gallant behaviour, called Alexander, and, in order 
to aoond him, 1 asked, " How he had presumed to engage without the 
appointed signal T The general replied, " That it was not his fault ; 
that it had been occasioned by the rashness of a young Megalopolitan, 
whom nobody knew, notwithstanding his efforts to prevent it." 
— " Then," said the king, " that youth played the part of an able 
commander, and you of a raw recruit." 

The victory in effect was, in a great measure, to be attributed to nmUvand 
the fortunate impetuosity of Philopmmen ; for he it was who thus ^ ,ut * aou ° r 
early distinguished himself, by remedying the oversight of one great 
general, and counteracting the keen promptitude of another not less 
celebrated. He was by birth, as has been stated, a Megalopolitan ; 
and Polyoma" informs us that he was descended from one of the noblest 
frmilies in Arcadia. He was brought up, in his childhood, by 
Oleander,* a Mantinean nobleman of the highest rank, the intimate* 
friend of his deceased father," who was then an exile from his country, 
and had taken up his residence at Megalopolis. But when he ceased 
to be a child, he was placed under the care of two guardians, Ecdemus 
and Demophanes,' who were disciples of that philosophy termed the 
middle academic, which they took great pains to instil into the young 
Phikmcemen, together with the practical and political principles derived 
from it- They were natives of Argoe, banished tor their opposition 
to the tyranny of Aristodemus ; they had taken an active part in the 
revolution, both in their own country and at Sicyoo, and they had 
shown their readiness to interfere in any state in which there was a 
plot against monarchical government 1 Under their tuition, Philo- 
pcemen early imbibed what were called the principles of liberty, and 
became an enthusiastic admirer of AraOta ; bat the great object of bis 
imitation was Epameiuondas, whom he regarded, not without reason, 
as the finest model of virtuous patriotism afforded in history. He was 
early accustomed to frugal habits, active bodily exercises, and a con- 
tempt of all sensual indulgences : for his preceptors held that no man 

1 Plutarch relates that the javelin, having a thong attached to it, could not be 
extracted : bat that Philopomea brake it by a violent motion of his legs, draw out 
the uieooa, and continued to fight with nnabatH activity. (Vita Fhilopcenietua.) 
Polybiu., whoa* account ii lis* romantic, it hen followed. Lib. ii. 67, 68. 

1 •**) mmrmrufi^tn whUmImi. Polyb. ii. 08. 

* Excerpt x. * Al. Cauander. * J..«. Poljb. loc eft. 

* Cmngto live Cranais ; Plutarch ; Pauaaniaa. 
' Polyb, loc cit. Ecdelus et Megalaphnnei. Pauaaniaa, 

* E. g> at Cyrenc Plutarch, in Vita Polyb. 
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b. c. 222. can be a good public servant whose private life is not irreproachable ; 
and that habits of luxurious expense are incompatible with integrity in 
HudihoDd administration. 1 When he became his own master, he is said to have 
Mbto of t * ,T adhered rigidly to the same system ; and though possessed of large 
Pttiopnuun- property, he tared no better than his own labourers, accustoming 
himself to lie on a pallet, and to support every kind of fatigue and 
exposure to which the severest campaign might subject him.' In 
intellectual cultivation he does not appear to have been equally assiduous. 
He selected such parte of the writings of poets and philosophers as 
tend to inspire a love of warlike achievements, and a contempt of 
danger; and he studied with attention the best books on military 
tactics; bnt even in this pursuit be preferred practical illustrations of 
the theory of war, amid the bold and rough features of the surrounding 
country, to mape and plans executed on parchment' He is said* to 
have been obstinate and violent in temper, implacable in his resent- 
ments, and disdainful of all the arts of peace, and of (he refinements of 
civilized life ; so that he was generally thought better qualified to fight 
than to negotiate. In person he was rather athletic than graceful, and 
his countenance was vulgar and forbidding* 

Uis biographer* asserts that he was thirty years of age when Cleo- 
menes surprised Megalopolis, the year before the battle of SelUsia, 
which was fought in the third year of the hundred and thirty-ninth 
Olympiad ; but the term " stripling," 7 applied to him by his com- 
mander in that action, seems to imply that he was considerably 
B. C. 222. younger. He was old enough, however, to take a leading part in the 
desperate defence of that city, as well as in the brave and able conduct 
of the retreat to Messene ; and be had sufficient influence with his 
fellow-citizens to procure the rejection of the liberal terms offered by 
the Spartan king, who would have restored to them their town and 
territory uninjured, if they would have entered into alliance with Lace- 
B.C. 221. dsmon. When peace was re-established in Greece, Philopoesmes 
resolved to improve his military experience in foreign service; bat he 
declined the proposal made bim of a command under Antigonus, from 
that stubbornness of temper which rendered him aa unwilling to obey 
as he was imperious in the exercise of power ; and he preferred a petty 
warfare in Crete, where he was certain to have no competitor. After 
having seen considerable service in that island, the prospect of a war 
with the -Etolians induced him to return to his own country, and he 
brought home a reputation which obtained for him the command of 
the Achtean army ; though Plutarch mentions him in this place not as 
prater of the League, but simply as general of the cavalry. His first 
care waa to reform the discipline and accoub-ements of his men. The 
cavalry was formed entirely of young men of fortune, who submitted 
unwillingly to control, and were more studious of ease than ambitious 

1 Poljb. Excerpt. I. * Plutarch, in Vita. * Ibid. 

* Plutarch, Flamiruni and Philopcemen compared. 

1 Plutarch, in Vita. • Id. eod. * Polrb. ii. 68, ^i^. 
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of glory.* They were excessively attentate to the fopperies of dress at b. c. 210, 
their feasts and public assemblies, but appeared on parade in imperfect 
Did rusty armour, with insufficient horses of mean growth, little better 
than ponies ; and they displayed as much awkwardness in their evo- 
lutions as indifference to the advantage of the service.* 

Philopcemen, who was studiously exact in all his accoutrements, n» ™ftn™ 
and whose only expensive habit was an excessive fondness for costly JiSj^f 
armour and fine horses," resolved, before he should undertake any enter- u» Ach*™. 
prise of importance, to inspire the men under his command with a 
similar taste ; and he possessed that stem unbending spirit which alone 
could have accomplished such a change. In a few months, the young 
nobility of Ach&a learned to place their chief pride in being well 
mounted, and to bestow that care on burnishing their weapons which 
had before been employed at the toilet ; they became emulous to excel 
each other in riding and in martial exercises, and they obeyed the word 
of command with alacrity. The ladies, says Plutarch,* felt the warlike 
inspiration, and spent their time in working crests for helmets, or in 
embroidering gorgets. The general had observed the great superiority 
of the Macedonian heavy-armed horse, formed in close phalanx, over 
the light cavalry of Greece fighting in square battalions, of which the 
form could not be varied according to circumstances, and was easily 
penetrated and broken. He therefore taught the Achsans to adopt 
the complete armour and serried file of the north ; and he exercised 
them incessantly in changing from the spiral, or orbicular, to the wedge- 
shaped phalanx, till it was remarked that they moved like one compact 
and well-jointed machine. 

He was now anxious to meet the enemy in the field, and his success 
corresponded to his exertions and his hopes. The allied army of 
the JRtolians and Eleans was defeated with prodigious loss near the 
banks of the Larissus ; and the victory was principally achieved by 
the bravery and discipline of the Achtean cavalry. In this action the 
Elean general of horse, jealous for the equestrian reputation of his The Einn 
culm try, challenged Philopcemen to single combat, and fell by hia J™^. 
hand. His troops, who regarded him as the mirror of chivalry, fled Phiiopaaen. 
in consternation; and the Achsean horse, instead of wasting their B - c - 20ili 
strength in the fruitless pursuit of the racers of Elis, fell uj»n the rear 
of the infantry, threw them into confusion, and literally cut them in 
pieces. Thus, in the short space of a few* months, by the energy and 
talent of one man, the character and even the physical powers of the 
Achseans seemed to have undergone a total change ; and they were 
considered among the most efficient troops in Greece. 

But Sparta did not acquiesce in her degradation without some M-duuidK. 
efforts to regain her ascendency, at least in Peloponnesus. Machanidas, g££,° f 
who had succeeded to the throne, was a prince of great ambition and 

1 Polyb. Fragment*, xriv. • Plutarch, in Vita, 

» Polvb. ii. 7. * In Vita. 

* Polvb. at. 8. Polybini dou not agree with Plutarch in thie part of the hirtorv. 
[„. O.] 2 A 
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b. c. 208. courage, and by do means wanting ii 
the ruined resources of his country a 
and well-appointed army, and he was on the watch to seize every 
occasion of acting against the Acheean interest in Peloponnesus. 
Opportunities could not fail to occur between parties jealous of each 
other's growing power, and mutually desirous of hostilities. Philo- 
B«ttiFur pcsmen, chosen general against Locectemon, assembled his forces it 
NintiiM. Mantinea, Machanidas, not sufficiently aware of the improvement 
B " c ' ' which had taken place in the Achrean discipline, nor of the advantages 
which always attend the popular cause in a warfare among petty 
states, conceived that he had the enemy completely in his [lower, and 
led his army from Tegea in battle army, promising it an easy victory. 
The king himself commanded on the right wing of the Spartan main 
body, having his flanks protected by detachments of mercenaries, ud 
his baggage and materiel thrown into the rear. The allied troops 
advanced from the town 1 to meet him in three divisions ; Aristswtns 
of Dyme had the command of the Achcan cavalry on the right, while 
the mercenaries on the left, formed in platoons, were led by Philops- 
men in person, who addressed them in a short characteristic speech,' 
setting forth the glory and divine protection which attended the 
defenders of liberty, and the eternal disgrace of their enemies, trta 
fought in support of tyranny and oppression. Machanidas, in toe 
mean time, advanced, aa if to attack the right of the allies ; but when 
at a convenient distance from their line, by a skilful evolution, be 
changed the form of hia phalanx, and falling back upon his own right 
wing, displayed a tremendous train of military engines arranged 
between platoons of mercenaries. The Achtean general saw that if he 
gave these formidable projectiles time to take effect, his whole arm" 
must be thrown into disorder ; he therefore immediately ordered his 
Tarentine soldiers to dislodge the spearmen who guarded the arullerv. 
These mercenaries, however, not only kept their ground, and repuW 
the attack, but advancing against the left of the allies, threw tbera into 
disorder, and chased them to the gate of the city; the young W 
incautiously joining in the pursuit, with the whole of the mercenaries 
on his right wing. Philopcemen was not slow to improve this unex- 
tiip tiwp. pected advantage. He sent Poly bins' of Megalopolis, to collect such 
KIiSmV °f toe mattered fugitives as had escaped the general rout, and with 
McKiiopgiih them to watch the return of the pursuers, while he himself led the 
Achrean infantry to charge the Lacedemonian main body, whose Bant 
was left exposed. The Spartans, flushed with the apparent suaest 
gained by their mercenaries, without waiting for orders, eagerly 
advanced to meet him, not being aware of a deep and uneven ravine 
which lay between them and the allies. Philopcemen, who bad formed 
his line with reference to this obstacle, moderated his pace, so as to 

1 Polvb. xi. 9. Plutarch's account i> eomewhiit different. 

* P.ilyb. xi. 7, 10. 

1 He wb piobably grandfather of the historian Polybloa. 
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allow the enemy to reach the ravine first, into which, as the declivity B. C. 208. 
was not steep, and the bottom was nearly dry, they rushed impetu- 
ously, and they fell into disorder. The Achasns coming tip at this 
moment, and descending carefully with their spears in the rest, com- 
pleted the confusion ; and the Lacedaemonians, after sustaining severe 
toss, Bed in all directions. 

The king, returning from his rash pursuit, saw the victory snatched 
from his hands, and his own person in danger of being surrounded and 
taken. In this emergency, he retained all his courage and presence of 
mind, and exerted himself to retrieve the error he had committed. 
Forming the mercenary troops around him into a wedge-shaped 
phalanx, he marched towards a bridge, which crossed the ravine, in 
order to rejoin his main body, and, if possible, to rally it ; but finding 
the passage already in possession of the enemy, who were anxious to 
secure so important a captive, he rode along the ravine to find a conve- 
nient place for crossing it. Having reached a spot where the bank 
was low, he spurred his horse forward, and was in the act of gaining 
the other side, when Philopcemen, leaving the bridge to the care of bis 
attendants, rushed to oppose his landing. Both parties stood in 
breathless expectation of the result ; but the Actuean general, keeping rwtu ud 
the level ground, wounded Machanidas with the point of his javelin, .jjiwu^ 
whilst his horse was leaping, and, instantly turning his hand, knocked 
him down with the butt-end.' He fell into the ditch, and his head 
and armour, raised upon a long spear, displayed to both armies the 
tale of the day. His attendants were all cut to pieces; and his men, 
without a leader and entirely broken, made no farther resistance. The 
loss of the allies was trifling; that of the Lacedaemonian army is stated 
by Poly bins' to have amounted to four thousand slain, and a still 
greater number of prisoners. Philopcemen, advancing to Sparta, 
pitched bis camp on the banks of the Eurotas. 

The consequence of this brilliant and complete victory was the 
accession of Sparta, for a time, to the League ; but Nabis, who sue- Mann or 
ceeded Afachanidas, entertained the moat rooted hostility to the demo- iJ'J™™"' 
cratic party, and was resolved, at all hazards, to reassert the ancient B | c ,""207. 
supremacy of his country in Peloponnesus. For this purpose, having 
collected a considerable body of mercenaries, he took the opportunity, 
when Pbilopoemen went out of office, and Cycliadas,' a man of no 
talent, was general of the League, to ravage the territories of the 
Achaeana, and even to threaten some of their towns which lay near to 
Laconia- Among other places, he endeavoured to surprise Messene, 
where, according to Plutarch,* he was favoured by the treachery of 
Dinocrates, and admitted within the walls ; but by the timely though un- 
authorized appearance of Philopcstnen, who came with a body of Mega- 
lopolitans to its relief, the town was saved. A few years subsequently, 
Philip, king of Macedon, who had renewed the war with Rome, was 
' Poljb. ri. 18. * Ibid. 

• Livy, xixL 25. * Vita Flsmlnii. 
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B. a 201. extremely anxious to get the Achseans on his side ;' and he attended 
in person the assembly of the states at Argos, to offer his assistance 
against Nabis, whom he undertook to keep in check, on condition mat 
the Achteans should, in the meanwhile, reinforce his garrisons to the 
north of Peloponnesus, hoping, by these means, to involve the united 
States in hostilities with the Romans. But Cycliadas, who had 
hitherto been considered as of the Macedonian party, alarmed at the 
consequences which he foresaw, affirmed that it would be unconstitu- 
tional to discuss any proposal except that upon which the states were 
summoned to deliberate, and dismissed the assembly, 
pinurch'i Plutarch,* wbo omits no opportunity of heapingodium upon royalty, 

PhXp.' asserts that Philip had attempted to pave the way to this measure by 
the assassination of Philopoemen. But Polybius* has clearly shown 
that the party of Philopcemen was constantly in opposition to the 
friends of Arisfeenus/ who were in the Roman interest ; and conse- 
quently that nothing could be more important to the king of Macedon 
at this juncture than to strengthen the hands of the very man whom 
he is accused of designing to murder. It appears that the friends of 
Aristfenus had not only sufficient interest at this time to procure tbe 
rejection of Philip's proposal, but to make Aristoenus himself general 
of tbe League, when Cycliadas went out of office.* Philorxemen, wbo 
would never consent to serve in any subordinate capacity, was again 
induced to accept a command in Crete ; and his countrymen were so 
much offended by his deserting them in the present exigency, Megalo- 
polis being more than any other state of the League exposed to 
incursions from Sparta, that they were disposed to pass a sentence 
upon him equivalent to banishment for life, with confiscation of pro- 
perty ; but Ariattenus generously interfered to prevent a decision so 
injurious to the welfare of the states.' 
Oftn tt tbe This state of things afforded an opening for the Romans to interfere 
thTswei! in the affairs of the united states, which that wily and ambitious people 
B. c. 200. was not likely to overlook. Their fleet now lay at CenchreaV with the 
allied forces of Attalus and of the Rhodians, for the purpose of taking 
Corinth from Philip; and they thought it a fit opportunity for de- 
taching the states from the alliance of Macedon, by the tempting offer 
of putting that key of Peloponnesus into their hands. Ambassadors 
were accordingly sent from the allied powers, and an assembly of uV 
League was convened at Sicyon to deliberate on their proposal.' The 

1 Tito Haroinil. • Vita Philopmmeniii. » Eroerpt. Leg. ili. he. 

* Plntoreh calls him Arintaartus [ Liry, Aristssnns. Polybiaa mention! Arat«- 
netua of Djnw in the action with Mechanidu (li. 10), ia a passage, which auj 
perhapa have milled Plutarch ; bnt he agree* with I.i vy m the name of tile Prater 
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and banished by the Roman party, to make room for Arisbenua. Cycliadem, prin- 
djwen factionis ad Phllfppnm tmhentium rea, eipnlerant, mii. 19, S3. 
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deputies were, at this period, very ranch divided in sentiment. Some b. c. 200. 
of them, those especially from the southern states, were chiefly 
influenced by apprehension of the Spartan arms ; others, among whom 
were the Megaiopolitans, Dymaeans, and Argives, were bound, by 
many obligations and strict friendship, to Macedon ; an equal number, 
with the Praetor Aristtenus, saw no prospect of safety bat under the 
protection of Rome, and were willing to purchase it on any terms. 1 
The debate was prolonged to the third day, and the Council of Ten 
was equally divided ; but when it appeared that violent measures had 
been adopted to procure a majority in favour of the Roman alliance, the 
deputies on the other side left the assembly, and it was deemed uncon- 
stitutional to enter into a formal treaty without their concurrence. 
Measures, however, were taken which answered all the purposes of 
the party. Attains and the Rhodians were declared allies of the 
united states ; the Achiean army was ordered to march towards Corinth, 
and to co-operate with them ; and it was resolved to despatch ambas- 
sadors to Rome as soon as the forms of the constitution would permit* 
In the meantime a friendly intercourse wss kept up with the Roman 
general by three commissioners, who attended in his camp. 

The first operations of the allies were unsuccessful.* They failed in Decline oi 
their attempt upon Corinth; and the Argives, always strongly in the Philip'' 
Macedonian interest, massacred the Achsan garrison placed in their *"*"' 
city, and delivered the citadel to Philocles, the Macedonian general, 
who admitted Nabis to take possession of it, and to levy contributions 
on the inhabitants.' But the hopes which Philip entertained of 
expelling the Romans from Greece weresoon found to have arisen from 
erroneous calculation of the vast resources of that growing empire; and 
when Philopemen returned, three years afterwards, from his command B . c. 194. 
in Crete, in which he had earned great military glory,' he found the 
king of Macedon reduced to the most abject condition, having been 
defeated at Cynooephale, by Titos Quintius Flamininos," and compelled 
to aue for peace ; the Achgan states declared free under the protection 
of the senate and people of Rome; and Nabis still maintaining his 
ground in an unequal contest with almost the whole power of Italy and 
of Greece. 

Pbilopcemen, now in his sixty-fourth year, was immediately elected b. c. 192. 
general of the League, and received directions to prosecute the war 
against Lacedtemon, — the Romans having committed to the Achceans 
the protection of all the maritime towns of Peloponnesus/ which were 
infested by the emissaries of Nabis. To effect this he manned a fleet 
equal in number to that of the enemy, and made Tiso' of Patne his 
commodore, putting him on board the flag-ship, an old' decayed man 

1 Polyb. Exempt, ni. » Lirr, xxxii. 25. » Poljb. Excerpt, lj. 

' LItt, mfi. 40. * Plutarch, in Vita PUlopxroeni*. 

• AI. Phminim. » Litj, xxiv. 13. 

■ Livy, looo citato, uyi eighty vein old ; Plutarch, forty ; the old ropiei of 
Litj wad eighty. ' Utj, xiiv. 26. 
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B.C. 192. of war, utterly unfit for service. Tiso advanced to meet an experienced 
Nmi itttu admiral, in a new ship, with all the rashness of a man confident in his 
Actrinj. own powers, and ignorant of the difference between naval and military 
tactics. The result was such as might have been anticipated; the flag- 
ship was sun k, and all hands on board captured ; die rest of the fleet 
was dispersed, as each thought best for his own safety ; and Philopce- 
men himself, in a light pinnace, with great difficulty escaped, and landed 
atPatra. 
Atumpttd Bat he had seen too many reverses to be easily discouraged ; and 
GnMnm. finding himself unequal to conduct the war by sea, he immediately set 
B. c. 192. about the relief of Gythium, then besieged by the enemy on the land 
side. The Spartan king, trusting to the effect of his naval victory, had 
withdrawn part of his troops from the siege, and had thrown up 
in frenchmen ts at Elia' with a design of reducing Lencte and Acne, 
which were both commanded by the eminence on which he had en- 
camped. Few of his men being accommodated with tents, the 
greater number contrived to shelter themselves from the heat of the 
sun by constructing sheds with reeds gathered from the adjacent 
meadows. Philopcemen, having reconnoitred their position, procured 
some small craft in the neighbourhood, and embarking bis light troops, 
arrived by night at the foot of the promontory on which the camp was 
pitched. Ascending the hill, by well-known paths, he surprised the 
guards asleep, and set fire to the combustible dwellings of the soldiers, 
many of whom perished in the flames, and more tell unarmed by the 
weapons of die assailants ; a very small party reached Gythium, and 
took refuge undercover of their main body. Philopcemen hastened to 
Tripolis, and, laying waste the country, made an immense booty of 
cattle and captives, and retired in safety before sneconrs could arrive from 
the camp at Gythium, for the protection of the Laconian territory.* 

The siege, however, was not raised; and Philopcemen resolved to 
assemble his army at Tegea, and make a demonstration upon Laceda> 
moo, in order to draw Nabis from his lines. That this might be 
effected without the previous knowledge of the enemy, be despatched 
couriers to those towns of the League, which were situated furthest 
from the rendezvous, bearing sealed packets addressed to the chief 
magistrate, in which directions were given for assembling the militia, 
and for conducting them, with five days' rations, to the town next on 
the road to Tegea, where they were to be left under orders of the chief 
magistrate of die place, with a sealed letter which had been enclosed 
in the former. This letter commanded the magistrate to forward the 
men, together with his own, in a similar manner, to die next town, and 
it contained a similar enclosure ; so that the whole military force of 
Achas was gathering towards Tegea, and actually arrived there, before 
any person, beside die general, knew either their destination or the 
object of the expedition.* 

■ Liw, mr, ST. Al. Pleut ; tide Poljb. v. ; Strabo, tiii. 
* Utj, m». 27. * Polyb. xri. 20. 
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Advancing fromTegea, be pitched his camp at Chris, in the enemy's B.C. 192, 
territory, and on the same day, Gythium surrendered ; but intelligence JJUSJiip 
of this event not reaching the Achesan head-quarters, Philopcemen 
reached the next day to mount Barbosthenes, only ten miles from 
Lacectaemon.' In the meanwhile Nabis, having left a garrison in 
Gythium, passed by forced marches through Sparta, and arrived at a 
place called the Camp of Pyrrhus, which he rightly conjectured would 
be the Gist object of the Achsan general. By this movement Philo- 
pcemen was completely surprised ; for he had not only calculated 
upon reaching the camp without difficulty, but was marching along ft 
ravine, with his troops formed in column, and his principal strength 
in the rear, in which he expected to be attacked, when he suddenly 
saw the enemy about half a mile in front of him, threatening to fall 
upon his heavy troops, embarrassed in uneven ground, without the 
protection of light infantry or cavalry. It was in situations of this 
kind that the genius of Philopcemen became most conspicuous ; his 
eye saw, at a glance, all the advantages afforded by an unequal 
surface ; and he availed himself of his skill, in the present emergency, 
to protract his maneeuvres till darkness precluded both parties from 
action. During the night he prepared an ambush ; and in the morn- 
ing, after a smart conflict, by a feigned retreat, he drew the enemy 
into the snare, and defeated them with very great loss." They tied 
to their camp ; and such was the ardour of the Achseans, that had not 
the general prudently sounded a recal, they would have attempted to 
force the lines. In the evening, he sent a pretended deserter with 
false intelligence, to alarm the king and to hasten his retreat to Sparta, 
which was attempted the next morning in so much contusion, that the 
Achaean light infantry and the Cretan archers harassed their rear the 
whole way, and at last, falling upon them as they descended a narrow 
road between two hills, created so general a panic that great part of ■adiuaHor 
the army threw away their accoutremente, and sought safety in sepa- PMiop™™' 
rate flight among the woods and fastnesses. Nabis, with his body 
guard, and a few only of his heavy-armed mercenaries, arrived at 
Sparta. Philopcemen advanced to the Eurotas, and there pitching his 
camp for the night, he ordered his men to light their fires and cook 
their suppers. Himself, meanwhile, singling out a small corps of 
active and daring young men, armed only with falchions, occupied the 
paths which ted from the mountainous country towards the city. The 
disarmed fugitives, as soon as they saw the lights in the Achtean 
camp, began to descend from their hiding places, and to seek the road 
home ; but so completely was their return intercepted by the swords- 
men, that not a fourth part of them ever returned to Sparta. Philo- 
pcemen spent a month in plundering the country, and then led his 
forces home, where he was received with unbounded applause, and his 
achievements were extolled even above those of Flamininus ;* a pre- 

1 Lrrr, hit. 27, 4c * Ibid. 28, 39 ; Pol yb, xvl. 21 ; Plntuch, in loco. 
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::. c. 192. ference which, according to Plutarch, proved extremely mollifying to 
the Roman general. 1 

It was never the policy of the Roman senate to suffer any one state 
in Greece to preponderate over the rest so as to consolidate the whole 
into one empire ; on the contrary, by taking part with the weaker, 
they contrived that every contest should contribute to wear out bod 
parties, without giving a decided ascendency to either.* No sooner 
Sputa nnita was Nabis sufficiently humbled, than Flamininns hastened to conclude 
Aci' 1 ™ a peace with him on terms rather favourable to Lacedsemon than 
[■owe. agreeable to the Achteiins : but Philopcamen, shortly afterwards, toot 
B.c. 191. advantage of a sedition, in which Nabis was murdered and the city 
plundered by a party of jEtolians, to persuade the Spartans to ante 
themselves with the League, and to adopt the constitution of the other 
united states. In the management of this delicate business be dis- 
played so much diplomatic talent, that it is surprising to find Plutarch 
and evenPolybius representing him as inferior to Autos and Aristenus 
in negotiation, as much as he was their superior in the field. And it 
deserves remark, that while the policy of one of these statesmen pre- 
served the states from ruin at the expense of making them subservient 
to Macedon, 1 and the only resource of the other was to submit impli- 
citly to all the decrees of Flamininus,* Philopeemen alone was enabled 
to maintain their independence without any derogatory concession to i 
foreign power ; for though he was too prudent to involve his country 
in hostilities with so irresistible an enemy as Rome, he always con- 
trived to set aside every measure, however strongly supported, which 
militated against the laws and constitution of the Achtran league. 
When Dinocrates, a worthless and intriguing Messenian, had formed 
a plan for withdrawing his native city from the union, and for restoring 
the Lacedemonian exiles who were of the seditions party, and Flami- 
ninus, like a true Roman diplomatist, was ready to promote my 
scheme for sowing the seeds of division among the allies,' Philopoanen, 
trudaDM of by his temperate and judicious adherence to the ancient laws of the 
pam(D ' League, which forbade an assembly of the states to be summoned 
unless the precise nature of the proposal to be laid before them were 
previously stated, entirely defeated the design of the Roman general, 
who, having no authority from the senate to act in the affair, dared 
not hazard a premature disclosure of his intentions. 

During the war which followed between the Romans and Antjochat, 
the Achseana, though occasionally called upon for inconsiderable rein- 
forcements," enjoyed comparative repose ; and Philopeemen was con- 
tented to remain quietly in a private station, watching, however, with 
anxious eye, every turn of fortune, and providing, by every means in 
his power, against the overwhelming ascendency of Rome. 1 During 
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this time, Plutarch' relates that the Lacedemonians showed symptoms B.C. 191. 
of disaffection to the League ; and Diophanes, who bad studied tbe 
military art with great success under PbilopOimen, in the former war 
with Nabis," and who was now prcetor of the League, marched with 
the Roman general to reduce them by force, Philoptemen, who had 
in vain endeavoured to dissuade him from so hasty a proceeding, 
threw himself into the city, shut the gates against a Roman consul 
and an Achsan general, and, by hia able negotiations, restored order 
and reconciled all differences. 

But the Lacedsmonians could not brook being deprived of all their The spuum 
seaport towns, which, by order of the consul, were garrisoned with ES^° *" 
Achajan troops ; and, after the expulsion of An tiochus from Greece, b, c. 188. 
and the subjugation of the jEiolians, they were so imprudent as to 
seize upon Las, a small maritime port within the borders of Laconia. 
Philopcemen was, at this time, again prater of the League, and he 
immediately issued his order to the Lacedaemonians to deliver up to 
justice the authors of this violence, and all the persons concerned in 
the transaction.* Fired at the imperious tone of this mandate, the 
Spartans seized and executed the leaders of the Achtean faction in 
their city, renounced the League, and sent deputies to tbe consul* at 
CepbaUenia, offering to put him in possession of LacetUemon, and to 
become subjects of the Roman empire if he would march to their 
assistance. The Achaean council, upon this, declared war against 
Sparta; and though the season prevented the immediate marching of 
the troops, so violent was the animosity excited, that predatory incur- 
sions and reprisals threw the whole peninsula into confusion. These 
disorders brought the consul into Peloponnesus, who appointed a 
meeting at Elis to hear both parties ; but, after studiously fomenting 
their mutual discontent, he peremptorily commanded a cessation of 
hostilities, and referred the adjudication of the cause to Rome. The 
ambassadors of the Achsans, chosen on this occasion, were, Diophanes, 
tbe ei-pnetor, who adhered strictly to the line of policy pursued by 
AnstEsnus, and Lycortaa, father of the historian Polybius, who had 
adopted the sentiments of Philopcemen, and who now urged before 
the senate, in firm but respectful language, the right of the Achtean 
commonwealth to regulate its own domestic affairs. The senate, 
whose object it was to prolong the contest and to weaken the union of 
the League, returned an evasive answer, which each party interpreted 
in its own favour. Philopmmen, whose command was prolonged for 
the purpose, marched with the whole Achaean army into Laconia, and 
renewed his demand to have the authors of the late seizure of las 
given up to him. The Lacedemonians bad no longer any hope of 
being enabled to resist the combination against them ; and th» ob- 
noxious individuals, eighty* in number, marched oat on the assurance 

1 In Tito. ■ Poljb. Eiterpt. xzL 

1 Lirr, xxxriii. 31, 4c. • M. Fulviiu. 

* Livy, xxxviii. 33 ; Plutarch, in loco. Other* mute the number 3S0. 



B.C. 188. of the pwetor that they should not be condemned without a hearing. 
Some of them were immediately stoned, in a tumult which arose be- 
tween them and the exiles, in front of the army ; and the rest were 
executed the next morning with little ceremony. The Lacedaanonians 
were ordered to throw down their walls; to banish all mercenary 
soldiers beyond the limits of Laconia; to oblige all freedmen to quit 
the country by a set time, on pain of being seized and sold for slaves ; 
to abolish for ever all the laws and institutions of Lycurgos ; and to 
adopt the democratic constitution and the statutes of Achsea. Nothing, 
observes Livy, of these conditions was so willingly obeyed as the de- 
Abrog uiou straction of the fortifications ; nothing so hardly borne as the abroga- 
rfil^JSL. ^ aa °^ t^e discipline of Lycurgua.' A great number of mercenary 
B.C. 188. soldiers and freedmen, found wandering about the country, were 
apprehended and sold ; and, by a decree of the Achaean council, 
assembled at Tegea, the celebrated piazzas of Megalopolis, formerly 
reined by the Spartans, were rebuilt with the profits of the sale. And 
thus, after a lapse of seven hundred years, the extraordinary fabric of 
Lycurgus was finally crushed by the hand of Philopcemen. 1 
B.c. 183. After forty years' of active life, Philoptemen was again chosen 
general of the united states, in the seventieth year of his age, having 
lately recovered from a severe and lingering illness. He had scarcely 
assumed the command, when he was informed that his ancient enemy, 
Dinocratee, now chief magistrate of Messene, had withdrawn his 
country from the League, and had marched to seize Corona, 4 a small 
town in the Messenian territory. Philoprrmeu immediately set out to 
relieve the place ; but was surprised in an uneven defile by the activity 
of the enemy.' It is reported that he might easily have effected his 
escape under cover of his Thmcians and Cretan archers ; but he dis- 
dained to provide for his personal safety, whilst the cavalry, the 
flower of the Achsan nobility, were exposed to be cut in pieces. He 
therefore put himself at their head, and attempted to retreat by > 
narrow pass, in which his horse fell and rolled over him. The violence 
Ciptun of »f th e shock rendered him insensible ; and when be recovered, he 
HiiiopajiBW. found himself in the hands of Dinocratee, who could scarcely credit 
the evidence of his senses, overjoyed in the possession of so illustrious 
a prisoner. A courier was instantly despatched to Messene with the 
news — "The Achsan cavalry are routed, and Philopoanen is taken;" — 
but so incredible did the story appear, that the messenger was not 
only disbelieved, bat was treated as a madman. The intelligence, 
however, was soon confirmed, and Messene was literally emptied of 
its inhabitants, persons of every age and sex crowding through its 
gates to behold " the last of the Greeks " a captive. The magistrates, 
apprehending some violence, in the recent agitation of men's minds, 
and in the compassion naturally excited by so sad a spectacle, led him 
' Livy, mriH. 34. 
■ A partial attempt mi afterwdi nude to rectors it, but with little effect. 
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hastily to the theatre, and, having exhibited him to the multitude at a b. g. 183. 
safe distance, conducted him to a place of security, Dinocrates crying 
oat that be most be examined, touching the cause of his commencing 
hostilities, before the council. On his arrival at the town-hall, the 
magistrates, overawed by his presence and long-established reputation, 
were unable to put to him a single question; and as the night was 
approaching, they were greatly at a loss where to confine their for 
midsble prisoner, for whom no one chose to be responsible. At 
length it was agreed to put him into a strong stone chamber under 
the public treasury, closing the door with an enormous mass of rock, 
and trusting the custody of bo great a man rather to the strength of 
the jail than to die fidelity of the guard.' 

Tbe deliberations were continued during the night Fear and the 
influence of Dinocrates prevailed over every other consideration ; and 
early in the morning an executioner entered the dungeon with a cup of 
hemlock-juice in his hand. The general, without any change of conn- hu ana . 
tenance, took the cup from the officer, and inquired whether Lycortas &■ c. 183. 
had escaped in the action of the preceding day, and whether the 
cavalry had effected their retreat? Both questions being answered in 
tbe affirmative, he replied, " Then all is well," raised the deadly draught 
to his lips, and composing himself, as if to sleep, shortly expired. 

Tbe authors of this atrocious crime were not permitted long to 
enjoy their guilty triumph. The nobility of all Actuea felt at once 
ashamed of having left their leader in the field, and indignant at the 
cruel treatment with which he had met : they assembled from every 
quarter at Megalopolis, and encouraged each other in a determination 
to avenge the affront Lycortas, notwithstanding his youth,* was 
chosen general ; and so admirably had he profited by the lessons of 
Philopcemen, that the army seemed still to be conducted by the spirit 
and experience of their veteran commander. Messene soon yielded to 
his skill and impetuosity. Dinocrates and his principal adherents 
avoided his vengeance by committing suicide; but the magistrates, 
who bad voted for examining Philopcemen by torture, were reserved 
to be executed upon his tomb.' The funeral was celebrated by the 
whole body of the Achsan assembly ;* and so anxious were they to 
omit no honour which can be conferred upon the memory of man, 
that they scrupled not to pay him marks of respect which are proper 
only to divinity.* His statues were erected in all the cities of the 
League, and were pointed out for many years afterwards as the 
" images of the last of the Greeks." 

Thirty-seven years after his death, he was publicly denounced as an 

1 Liry, ixxix, 50. 

1 Plutarch states that he ru only twenty yean of sge ; bat, a Lycortai had 
prarioailv been Hot u imbaandor to Rome, and had pleaded the otuae of the 
Achnuu before the eenate, it teems probable that ha was much older. 

■ Plutarch, in loco. 

' Uvy, sod. univemo Achaico concilia. * Id. eod. 
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b, c. 183. enemy to the Roman name, and it was proposed that his statues 
should be throwii down. But his cause was so ably and boldly de- 
fended by Poly bias, the historian, son of the gallant and accomplished 
Lycortas, that Mummius forbade any violence to be offered to the 
memory of a man, who had never opposed to the ambition of Rome 
any policy but truth and disinterestedness, nor any arts of war bat 
honour and courage. 1 

1 Polj-b. ri. 7. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



FROM B.C. 183 TO B.C. 64. 

Between the complete establishment of the Selencida? on the throne 
of Antioch, and the final overthrow of that family by the Romans, 
there is a brief period in ancient history 
(hiring which the affairs of Syria appear 
to claim a distinct and separate narra- 
tive. The inflnence of the Macedonian 
name, and a knowledge of the great ob- 
jects which had animated as well as 
ennobled the ambition of Alexander, 
continued for some time to support the 
reputation, and to direct file policy of 
his successors ; on which account, as 
well perhaps as on the ground of their 
common origin and connection, it has 
been usual to give a combined view of 
the history of those powerful king- 
doms which were founded upon the 




b. c. 103. conquests of the renowned son of Philip. But the lapse of a few 
generations dissolved the bonds of this political consanguinity. The 
Grecian kings of Syria and Egypt lost by degrees all remembrance 
of their extraction as Macedonian chiefs, and relinquished, amidst the 
splendour of confirmed sovereignty, those high objects of glory or 
universal dominion which the respective founders of their dynasties 
bad never ceased to contemplate. The reign of Antiochus the Great 
may be regarded as marking with sufficient accuracy the limits of that 
federal attachment, or historical unity, which characterised the earlier 
proceedings of Alexander's successors. We, therefore, proceed to 
narrate, under the names of this monarch and of his immediate de- 
scendants, the more important events which paved the way for the 
final annexation of Syria to the Roman empire. 
Poikiy ofthij The cautious policy pursued by the republicans of Italy with regard 
*""**• fa) tfae Grecian states, liad already extended the influence of the senate 
to the remotest parts of Thrace and of Peloponnesus. The proconsul 
Flaminius, who knew well how to throw the veil of moderation, and 
even of generosity, over the ambitious designs of his countrymen, bad 
returned to the banks of the Tiber, carrying with him the rare praise 
of having at once conquered and liberated a large portion of Greece. 
He had not, indeed, disarmed the power of Antiochus, nor removed 
all danger that might arise from the claims of Syria upon certain towns 
situated on the western shores of the Hellespont; but he had mate- 
rially strengthened the enemies of that monarch, and had made pre- 
parations for opposing him which could hardly fail of success. 

We have already mentioned the repeated conferences which were 
held in Greece between the Roman deputies and the representatives of 
the great king, and stated the grounds on which the contending parties 
rested their respective claims. No adjustment having been effected 
when Flaminius withdrew his troops into Italy, Antiochus, either with 
the intention of gaining time, or of seriously attempting to secure the 
neutrality of such powerful mediators, thought it expedient to send 
two ambassadors to Rome. The discussions which ensued were 
attended with no material result, besides an increase of irritation on 
' both sides, and a more determined resolution to persevere in those 
particular measures from which each part;- laboured to dissuade the 
other. The Romans loudly condemned the restless policy of Antio- 
chus, who, not satisfied with his immense territories in Asia, never 
ceased to prefer some antiquated claims upon the independence of the 
Grecian cities; which, as the friends of liberty in all parts of the 
world, and more especially as the allies of the free states whom he 
wished to oppress, they were determined by all the means in their 

rower, whether by arms or negotiation, to protect and support. The 
yrian envoys, on the other hand, did not affect to conceal their suspi- 
cions of the insidious conduct and hypocritical professions of the 
Roman senate. They set forth the ancient and hereditary right of 
their master to all those cities, both in Thrace and Asia Minor, over 
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which he was desirous to extend his dominion ; they magnified his B. c 193. 
services to the Greeks, whose walls he had repaired, and whose wealth 
and security he had increased ; and they concluded by observing, that 
his honour not less than his interest was concerned in maintaining the 
authority of the Syrian crown. These deliberations were terminated 
by a proposal on the part of the Romans to send to the head-quarters 
of the king, in the character of ambassadors, the three persons who 
had treated with him the preceding year in his camp at Lysimaehia,' 

Meanwhile Antioclius was at the head of an army in Asia Minor, Th> king of 
prosecuting hostilities in person against his rebellions subjects in ^.'J^ 1 ** 
the province of Pisidia. Another division of bis forces was occupied Arim Ulnar, 
in besieging Smyrna and Lampsacus ; two towns of great importance 
to his future views on the opposite coast of Thrace. This vigorous 
activity, during the whole period that the negotiation was pending at 
Rome, was enough to convince the enemies of Syria, that the king had 
either no desire or no expectation that peace could be secured. But 
whatever might be his views on this head, it admits not of any doubt 
that the Romans had already resolved on war. The conquest of 
Carthage made such an accession to their power, as well as to their 
ambitious designs, that they could no longer tolerate a rival influence 
in any part of Europe; and whatever might be wanting to their pre- 
texts, on more general grounds, was amply supplied by the following 
considerations. 

No sooner had the Syrian deputies departed from Rome, than mea- TV Boon 
sengers arrived at that city from Carthage, to inform the senate that Jjjglj;* 
Hannibal was already concerting measures with Antiochus for cany- mwUh 
iDg back the war into the heart of Italy. The Romans, whose fears fij^.!' 
were renewed at the very name of their late invader, succeeded in 
driving him from the head of affairs, in the capital of Africa, and com- 
pelled him to seek an asylum among the people of Tyre; whence he 
soon after proceeded to Antioch, and subsequently to the camp of the 
king, in the neighbourhood of Ephesns, where a conference was to be 
resumed with the Roman ambassadors, on the great question of peace 
or war. 1 The advice of the Carthaginian commander confirmed the 
resolution of Antiochus to trust his cause to the decision of arms; 
and as this determination could not fail to be made known to the 
Romans, it may be regarded as affording a reasonable excuse for the 
warlike attitude which they forthwith prepared to assume. 

Another motive which induced them to declare war against Antio- piu. or 
chus, may be found in their political connection with Eumenes, the Jjjlo^uton 
king of Pergamus. Foreseeing that a rupture would in all probability with iho 
take place between the Romans and his Syrian neighbours, this cau- KoBU *' 
tiotw prince had refused to co-operate with Antiochus in bis designs 
upon Greece, and bad thus exposed himself to an unequal conflict with 
m rery powerful enemy. Eumenes, therefore, actuated by the very 
obvious view of self-defence, as well, perhaps, as by the dictates of a 
i Livy, lib. xxut. 67. « Ibid, xniii. 33. 



. more profound and less justifiable policy, pressed upon the Romans the 
expediency of war; promising, at the same time, the assistance of his 
arms and counsels, should the scene of 
hostilities be eventually transferred into 
the provinces of Asia Minor, The Roman 
\ commissioners, accordingly, who were 
sent to negotiate with Antiochus, deemed 
it proper to pass through Pergamus, in 
order at once to inform themselves of the 
precise relations which subsisted between 
the Asiatic sovereigns, and to communicate 
to Eumenes the strongest assurances of 
support from the senate, should they finally 
resolve upon a war with Syria. 
The peace of the Grecian states, and the interests of Rome were 
threatened from another quarter also, which, if not so formidable in 
point of power, was more to be dreaded in respect of the implacable 
revenge and desperate counsels with which the renewal of war was 
Wiriikt meditated. The jEtolians, who had been the most active in inviting 
onST'""" tne i nterftren<:e Of the Romans in the affairs of Greece, were the first 
SKtH.ni, to discover the mischievous effects of that short-sighted policy; and 
now finding themselves disappointed in all their hopes, and cco- 
temptuously dismissed whenever they sought compensation, or claimed 
a share of the advantages obtained by their own arms, they everywhere 
indulged in the most furious invectives against their late allies, and 
invited an open confederacy of the more independent states to throw 
off for ever their odious dominion. With this view, they despatched 
embassies to Nabis of Sparta, to Philip of M acedon, and to Antiochus, 
the king of Syria ; and as the last of these sovereigns was already dis- 
posed for war, the intemperate counsels of Jitolia were not urged in 

Such measures, openly pursued by some of the leading republics of 
Greece, and not less openly countenanced by others, could not foil to 
iiBoiiiiion alarm the vigilant policy of Rome. It was immediately resolved to 
3*Koni«M. adopt such precautions as might obviate the danger to which the in- 
h. c. 192. terests of the Roman people appeared to be exposed from the hostile 
intentions of Antiochus and the JEtdians ; and also, in the mean time, 
to add to the number of their commissioners already despatched into 
Asia Minor, that they might the more certainly become acquainted 
with the real views of the Syrians, and watch the motions of their 
wavering allies. A small force of men and ships was sent tinder F!a- 
minius, who seems in this, as in the former expedition, to have been 
charged with the superintendence of diplomatic as well as of military 
affairs ; and that wary general found, immediately upon his arrival in 
Achffia, the most unambiguous proofs that a second and more decisive 
crisis was impending over the Grecian republics, and threatening with 
important change the whole of Asia Minor. 



ANTIOCHUS. HANNIBAL. 369 

When the invitation to assist in the liberation of Greece reached b. c. 192. 
Antiochus, he appears to have been still resident at Ephesus, and to ^J^ 01 ™ 
have permitted at his court the attendance of the Roman envoys, Sol- imt™.don. 
picius and Villius, These functionaries continued to use the language 
of peace, and to cover the designs of their country by the usual profes- 
sions of moderation, and of a conscientious regard for the interests of 
their Grecian allies. The reply of Minio, the minister of the Syrian 
potentate, addressed on this occasion to these haughty and insidious 
republicans, conveyed at once a merited reproof, and also the senti- 
ments which were then generally entertained in regard to the protec- 
tion vouchsafed by the Romans to the Greek commonwealths. " Your Risen- 
conduct," said he, " where you are in a condition to act without dis- StsjtUn 
guise, is a much better evidence of your intentions, than any profes- nU,11 "«"- 
sions you may think proper to make in Greece or in Asia, where, by 
assuming a popular character, you have so many parties to reconcile to 
your interest. Are not the inhabitants of Naples and of Ithegium 
Greeks, as well as those of Lampsacus and Smyrna? You are ex- 
tremely desirous to set the Greeks at liberty from the dominion of 
Antiochus and Philip, but have no remorse in subjecting them to your 
own."* 

War being no longer doubtful, nothing remained for the king of 
Syria but to determine whether to attack the Romans in their own 
country, or to wait their arrival in the territory of their allies. Han- 



nibal, who had never ceased to hold the opinion that the Romans could Aii*™ of 
only be conquered in Italy, recommended with the utmost earnestness abS«ihi«" 
and force of reasoning the manifest advantages of an invasion, as the 
sole means whereby the king could effectually weaken the power and 
1 LItt, in'. 
[B. o.] 2 . 
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;. 192. distract the counsels of that warlike people. Soliciting from Antioclras 
as armament of no more than a hundred galleys, ten thousand foot, 
and a thousand horse, he offered his services as the commander of the 
expedition ; assuring him that, with this small force, together with the 
troops and supplies which he could raise at Carthage, he would be 
able to effect a descent on the Italian coast, and thereby create a 
powerful diversion in his favour. 
«te This wise counsel was overruled by the influence of the JEtolians, 

j^," f and the jealousy of the Syrian courtiers. Such a monarch, said the 
mm- latter, stood in no need of foreign aid or direction ; his own forces and 
his own talents were sufficient to vanquish the Romans in any part of 
the world ; the liberation and recovery of Greece ought to be the first 
object of bis arms, and there everything promised success. Antiocbot 
is himself a Greek, and his appearance on their shores will be bailed 
r his countrymen with transport and affection : the jEtolians are 
nanus; Nabis longs for an opportunity to recover the posset' 
sions of which he has been despoiled by the Romans ; sod Philip of 
Macedon, who smarts under the indignities which he has suffered fraui 
that encroaching people, will obey the first signal to retrieve his 
wrongs, and will join his standard to that of the great king. 1 
Aniiochu. The JStolians, who had already made some hostile movements 
landf against the Achasns and inhabitants of Eubcea, were extremely 
b c 192. urgent in their entreaties that Antiochus would pass over into Greece. 
At length he com plied with their request ; for, leaving the blockade 
of Smyrna and Lampsacus to the care of his lieutenants, he sailed into 
the Pelasgic gulf at the head of ten or twelve thousand of his best 
troops. His reception on the European shore was marked with that 
ardent enthusiasm which distinguished the ancient Greeks. The 
Athenians themselves were shaken in their fidelity to Rome. The 
Boeotians were prepared to extend their services to the invader ; and 
none of the States remained steady in their allegiance to the Roman 
republic, except the members of the Achoan league, and the small 
commonwealth of Eubcea. The opposition of the latter body pro- 
voked the first act of hostility on the part of Antiochus. He reduced 
their capital, and subdued their island; in which achievement he 
gained, at the same time, a partial triumph over the allied arms of the 
Achteans, as well as those of Kumenes, the king of Pergamos, who 
had so early taken the field on the side of the Romans. This trifling 
conquest was the only event which occurred to crown the preparations 
and boastful promises of the Syrian monarch and his confederates; 
after which he retired to pass the winter in negotiation, and to await 
the more important transactions of the ensuing summer. 
w«kiiui The vigour of Antiochus's mind proved unequal to the mighty 

o"n3tctor contest in which he was about to engage; and his weakness nowhere 
Antiochoi. showed itself with more fatal effects than in his contemptible jealousy 
of Hannibal, who still administered to him the most valuable counsel. 

1 Li V)-, in vi. 7. 

[■■,-tjOOQlC 
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In direct opposition to the advice of this consummate statesman and B.C. 192. 
soldier, the Syrian king not only neglected to secure the {Headship of 
the Macedonians, but even by affording unseasonable countenance to a 
rival prince, who had pretensions to the throne, he provoked the open 
enmity of Philip, and drove him into a new alliance with the Romans. 
It was to dissuade Antiochus from the pernicious policy which he 
was now pursuing, and to remove from his mind the unhappy suspi- 
cion which he saw the king entertained in regard to his fidelity, that 
Hannibal related to him the interesting anecdote of his early life, so 
familiar to every schoolboy, and which is recorded by Polybius, Livy, 
and Cornelius Nepos. But remonstrances and protestations were now 
alike in vain. The infatuated Syrian wasted his time in concluding 
obscure treaties, and in besieging unimportant towns, till he was 
reused to a momentary activity, and to a sense of the manifold 
dangers which gathered around him, by the sight of a Roman encamp- 
ment, whose files already blazed on the hills of Tbessaly. 

No sooner had Sulpicius and the other ambassadors reported at vtiUwn 
Rome the unsuccessful issue of their negotiations with the great king "^j**'" 1 ' 
and his J£tolian allies, than active preparations were ordered by the Hamuu. 
senate to meet all the contingencies of the approaching war. Aware D - Ci 1^1. 
of the offensive measures recommended by Hannibal, the Romans 
stationed forthwith a powerful army of observation at Tarentum ; 
provided for the safety of Sicily and the shores of the republic, by 
fitting out two numerous fleets; and, above all, gave directions for 
assembling a large armament, early in the spring, at a convenient port 
on the Adriatic, that it might be transported into Illyricuro, upon the 
first signal of a hostile operation on the part of the enemy. The 
allies of Rome seconded, with unwonted zeal, her preparations against z«i of uwr 
Antiochus. Carthage, in order to wipe off all suspicion that Hannibal aHuoX™' 
acted with the concurrence of his native government, offered Urge 
supplies of com. Ptolemy, actuated by personal resentment, and the 
more justifiable motives of national security, volunteered his aid 
against the conqueror of Cade-Syria, and Phoenicia: whilst Philip of 
Macedon, enraged at the threatened violation of his territory, professed 
his readiness to join the standard of the consul with a considerable 
force of men, and huge supplies of money and provisions.' 

The army which subsequently passed over into Greece, under the Then™™ 
command of Manias Acilius Glabrio, amounted to twenty thousand jy^y 
foot, two thousand horse, and about fifteen elephants. The siege of *£*?"" 
Larisaa by Antiochus was held to be a declaration of war ; and lmi!2!" 
accordingly, at the request of the Macedonians, Appius Claudius, at 
the head of a powerful detachment, marched into Thessaly, as well 
for the relief of that city, as to apprise the invader that his ravages in 
the territory of a Roman ally would not be allowed to pass unavenged. 
This demonstration was more than sufficient to disconcert the hasty 
and ill-provided inroad of the Syrians. Antiochus immediately 
>Urr,niTUSMffc ^^ 



g C.191. retrea ted *o Demetrias, and afterwards to Enbcea; in which later 
place, it is said, he gave himself up to the pursuit of an unequal love, 
and renewed for a time the sensuality and voluptuous indolence which 
had disgraced the earlier part of his life. Most historians agree in 
Sxing the date of his marriage with the daughter of Cleoptolemns 
after his retreat from Thessaly: but there is reason, we think, for 
placing this amorous transaction among the occurrences which fell out 
at Chalcis, during his first residence there; as it ia hardly possible to 
imagine that he would allow himself to indulge in the protracted 
absurdities with which he celebrated his nuptials, immediately after 
being repulsed by one army, and whilst threatened by another still 
more powerful. However this may be, we are not permitted to 
doubt that Autiochus was in the field before Acilius landed his troops 
in the gulf of Ambracia. 
Butieoftiu . The commencement of the war was signalized on the part of the 
y^^, Romans by the reduction of Pelinnasim, a Thessalian city, which had 
ryiB, and been garrisoned by the Syrians, and committed to the charge of 
Antiochsi. Philip, commonly called tile Megalopolitan, and whom we have 
already described as a pretender to the throne of Macedonia. But the 
main object contemplated by Acilius was to drive Autiochus out of 
Europe ; and with this view he pursued his retreating phalanx until 
he succeeded in shutting him up on the narrow shores of the Malian 
Gulf. Here the Syrian determined to make a stand, in order at least 
to protect the entrance into Greece, and gain time for the assembling 
of a more numerous army. But the straits of Thermopylae were do 
longer esteemed impregnable. The Persians and Gauls had unde- 
ceived the Greeks as to the imaginary strength of that celebrated 
defile; and the Romans, as Autiochus well knew, were not inferior to 
the troops either of Xerxes or 
Brennus, in point of enterprise, 
courage, and perseverance. It was 
in vain that the J£tolians occupied 
the narrow passes in the neighbour- 
ing mountains. Cato, the celebrated 
censor, then in the prime of life, 
exercised a subordinate command 
under Acilius; and being on this 
occasion detached with a body of 
active soldiers to dislodge the 
JDtolians from the high ground, he 
effected his object so completely, 
as to afford the most essential aid to 
cuo tha Caw. the principal attack on the enemy's 

camp and lines, against which the 
consul advanced in person. The Syrian army was cut in nieces : the 
king himself, not without some difficulty, escaped, with a few hundred 
men, to Elatia, aud afterwards to Chalcis ; whence he was escorted to 
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Ephesns by a small squadron of scattered ships, which had succeeded B. C. 191. 
in assembling at Eubtea. 

After the defeat of Antiochns, and his flight from Europe, no R«t.un™ 
enemy remained in Greece to dispute the ascendency of Hie Romans, "i,* 1 *™™ 
except the fickle people of jEtolia, who now found themselves at the JEiaiiau. 
mercy of a victorious foe, whom they had provoked by a long course 
of insolent invective, and by the most selfish and traitorous disaffec- 
tion. The consul advanced into their country, laid siege to Nau- 
paetus, and having reduced them to considerable distress, agreed to a 
cessation of arms, which was to last only whilst their deputies were 
proceeding to Rome, to implore forgiveness, and to make their peace 
with the senate. Their mission to the banks of the Tiber was, how- 
ever, attended with little success. No terms were promised, except 
on the condition of unlimited surrender, and the payment of a thousand 
talents. The ^Etolians, therefore, made haste to resume their arms. 
Naupactns was strengthened so much as to bid defiance to the 
renewed attacks of Acilios ; who, that he might achieve something 
memorable before his command should expire, removed his arm; to 
the siege of Amphissa. 1 

Affaire were in the posture we have now described, when news LoduSciipio 
arrived that Lucius Scipio was appointed to conduct the war against J^^^Sa 
Antiochns, sided by the counsels of his brother, the renowned Afri- in On™, 
canus, who had accepted of an appointment under his oommand. The SttS P * nW 
new consul carried with him into his province a powerful army, rein- Jf 1 ^' ft 
forced by the addition of five thousand veterans, who were desirous *ietor of 
to renew their laurels under the banners of a captain, whose name was Zuu ' 
at once extremely popular, and had long been auspicious to Roman 
glory. The fleet, too, was greatly augmented under Livius, already 
become a successful commander: and ample supplies of money and 
military stores were furnished by the king of Egypt, who, at this mo- 
mentous crisis, appears to have confined his narrow views to the 
humiliation of Syria, overlooking the more formidable ambition, and 
still more formidable arms of his new allies. Philip, likewise, exerted 
all his powers of civility and accommodation to further the views of 
the consul Scipio for carrying on an Asiatic war. He granted a free 
passage through Macedonia; was delighted to report that his roods 
and bridges were in excellent order, and that his magazines were 
amply replenished with everything that might be found necessary to 
promote the comfort and expedition of the Roman soldiers. The 
siege of Amphissa was no longer regarded as worthy of delay : the 
army of Acinus joined the ranks of Scipio ; and the latter, cheered by 
the enemies of Antiochns, and unobstructed by his friends, performed 
an easy and rapid march to the shores of the Hellespont.' 

When Antiochns had reached Ephesus, after the defeat at Thermo- situation ud 
prise, his fears were not alleviated when he heard from the faithful JJUSSJ^' 
lips of Hannibal, that he would soon have to contend with the 
' Livy, mrii. 5. ■ Ibid. c. 7. 
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b. c. 1 90. Romans/or Asia in Asia. Roused to a sense of his danger, the king 
resolved to make a vigorous effort to recruit his army, and to 
strengthen his interests by negotiation, before his active enemies could 
cross the Mgtean sea. He reinforced his garrisons at Chersouesus, 
equipped a powerful fleet under Polyxenidas, and despatched snipe of 
observation to guard the coasts, or to give early notice of such hostile 
movements as it might be necessary to oppose. He relied with no- 
diminished confidence on the boundless resources of his Asiatic 
provinces ; and though Lompsacus and Smyrna still refused to acknow- 
ledge him as their master, the greater part of the maritime towns 
were open to his forces, and well stored with magazines to meet Ac 
various contingencies of war. His matrimonial relations with Pontas 
and Cappadocia, afforded to him the ground of a reasonable hope that 
the arms of these kingdoms would be joined to those of Syria in 
defeating the schemes of the Romans against the independence, of the 
Lesser Asia. He likewise conrted the alliance of Prusias, the warlike 
prince of Bithynia, and entered into a treaty with the inhabitants of 
Galatia, the descendants of those formidable Gauls who had filled with 
terror the most powerful states of Greece, and conquered an inde- 
pendent settlement from one of the most vigorous of Alexander's suc- 
cessors. In this way he made arrangements for encountering in Ask 
the redoubtable armies of Rome, and for meeting the exigencies of the 
momentous struggle in which he had involved the interests of his 
hereditary dominions. 
fetet of The first events of the war proved rather unfavourable to his hopes, 

'4ncu. U an( ' weakened considerably one of the main supports of his ascendency 
in Greece. His fleet was defeated by the Romans near Corycos, and 
pursued into Ephesus, where it was afterwards blockaded. A tempo- 
rary advantage gained soon after over the Rhodian navy, was dearlj 
purchased by a gross breach of faith committed by his admiral, and 
by a renewed declaration of hos- 
tility on the part of those hardy 
islanders, who were in this in- 
stance the victims of his guile, 
in imftory Whilst the Romans were em- 

rnSeJin" ployed in an unsuccessful expe- 

eiencu. ditdon against the sea-ports of 

Lycia, the plans of Antiochns 
began to be developed, in the 
invasion of Pergamus by an army 
under his son Seleucns. Kumeues, 
although thus taken by surprise, 
was not altogether unprepared 
for resistance. His capital sus- 
tained a protracted siege, carried 
ou by the whole united army of 
Att.k. ii.. the Syrians, until it was relieved 
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by a seasonable reinforcement of troops from Aches. The forces of B. C. 190. 
Eumenes were commanded on this occasion hy his brother Attains, 
who subsequently (b. c. 150) succeeded him on the throne as Attains 
II. An assault on Adramyttium by Antiochus in person was in like 
manner defeated; after which the arms of the contending parties 
appear to have been for some lime employed in mutual ravages of each 
other's fields, and in pillaging defenceless towns. 

A more severe disappointment than he had yet sustained was soon s«-flght 
announced to Antiochus. A large fleet, conveying to him an important '^phyiii. 
supply of men and stores, and commanded by Apollonins and the 
faithful Hannibal, had just left the shores of Phoenicia, when the 
Rbodians, informed of its approach, prepared to intercept its progress 
and defeat its object. The memorable light off the coast of Pamphylia 
ensued, in which the Carthaginian general displayed so much ability as 
a naval commander, and so nearly retrieved, by a signal victory, the 
depressed fortunes of Antiochus. But the skill and activity of the 
Rbodians balBed all the efforts of the Syrian ships; which were at 
once unwieldy from their size, and encumbered with a heavy loading, 
Hannibal had the mortification to behold once more the rising fortunes 
of Rome bearing down his hopes, and thwarting his utmost endeavours. 
He witnessed the total discomfiture of his friends ; saw the Phoenician 
fleet driven on the rocks, or scattered on the surface of the deep ; and 
after a useless display of courage, and a partial success in the division 
which he personally commanded, he was compelled to join the general 
flight, and to seek for safety on the neighbouring shore. 

To recover the power which he was thus daily losing at sea, Antio- 
chus resolved to make a vigorous effort with the fleet under Polyienidas, 
before the consular army, led by the two Scipios, could gain a firm 
footing in Asia. But the Romans, with their vigilant allies the 
sailors of Rhodes, were fully prepared to meet the Syrian admiral. 
The hostile squadrons encountered near Teios, a city of Ionia, when 
victory once more declared for the confederates, who destroyed or 
captured more than thirty of the enemy's ships. The command of the 
.iEgsean was now entirely in the hands of the invaders ; the Syrian 
garrisons were hastily withdrawn from Chersonesus, and the king re- 
treated in uo small panic to Sardis, where he expected a contingent 
of troops from Cappadocia, furnished by his son-in-law, Ariarathes, It 
is said that the reverses which be had already sustained even affected 
the reason of Antiochus, His conduct was marked with an unmanly 
trepidation and fickleness ; and upon finding that be could not secure 
the alliance of Prusias, the sovereign of Bithynia, his rage and fear 
gave themselves vent in the most unbecoming terms of reproach and 



The progress of the consul at the head of the invading army had Tb* Seiptn 
been somewhat delayed by the necessity of celebrating the festival of J^*'^' 5 
Mars at the appointed season. Africanus, who was himself a priest «■» 
of that god, took an important share in the religious ceremonies in 



n. o. 190. which the soldiers were employed ; being resolved to cany with him 
into Ask all the aids which the military system of the Romans was 
wont to derive from their warlike supers tition, particularly when entering 
upon a new soil, and about to expose themselves to the untried powers 
of foreign divinities. 
The Koiuni When they bad crossed the Hellespont, the Romans, who now de- 
Z"h*a*ii« lighted to cherish the recollection that they were descendants of £neu, 
of thuir proceeded with great solemnity to visit the remains of ancient Troy, 

that famed and venerated seat of Phrygian sovereignty. The inhabit- 
ants of Dardanus and Rhceteum met the Roman soldiers on the plain 
which surrounded the old capital of Priam ; whence they ascended, 
hand in hand, to the temple of Minerva, to perform sacrifice to their 
tutelar)- goddess, who still enjoyed divine honours amid the mined 
walls, which she had not been able to protect, and spread the sanctity 
of her mild worship over the neighbouring fields, on which hex heroes 
had fallen under the swords of their enemies. The soldiers of Afri- 
canus felt the auspicious influence of this interesting commemoration. 
They had come to claim with their affections, not less than with their 
arms, the country of their progenitors; and having conquered Europe 
and Africa, they were now about to add to their triumphs the thud 
great division of the habitable world. 1 
Pmpoai>r°r Availing himself of the delay occasioned by these repeated hahs, 
AnScS™ Antiochua sent an ambassador to the camp of the Romans, in order to 
propose terms of peace. It was hoped by 
this monarch that Scipio Africanrjs, as his 
glory could receive no accession from the 
reduction of a few provinces in Asia, which 
were always ready to change their master 
in the presence of a superior force, would 
not be ardently bent on the prosecution of 
a distant war. He expected much, too, 
from the paternal feelings of that renowned 
commander, whose son had fallen into the 
hands of the Syrians, and was at that time 
a prisoner with the king, who is said to 
have treated him with the utmost lrinHn«a; 
Scipio a friaaiu. Heraclides, the envoy employed by Anrj- 

ochus, represented to the Roman chiefs that 
his master had already made great concessions with the view of 
maintaining amity with their republic ; that he had relinquished 
several strong positions and valuable towns on the Chersonesus; and 
that he was willing, rather than desolate his country with blood, to 
renounce also his just right to Smyrna and Lampsacus, The consul 
informed the ambassador, that peace was not now to be retained at so 
mean a price. Antiochus, says he, whose ambition and restless spirit 
have drawn the Roman eagles across the Hellespont, must consent to 
1 Livy, nxvif. 33. 
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resign all the territory which he holds westward of Mount Taurus, and B. C. 190. 
also to defray the whole expense which the Romans have incurred in 
preparing for war. It was in vain that Heraclides applied more pri- 
vate arguments to the individual interests of Africanus, and promised 
that his son should be immediately delivered up to him, were the views 
of Antiochus promoted in regard to a treaty with Rome. The con- 
queror of Zania returned for answer, that he was less surprised that Kejemd t>j 
the envoy of the Syrian king should he ignorant of the character of the *"*' 

Romans than that he should not be acquainted with the condition of 
his own master. After relinquishing his defensive positions on the 
Hellespont, and having allowed his enemies to pass quietly into Asia, 
Antiochus, says he, may be compared to a horse, which has not only 
admitted the rein, but has patiently received a rider. Alluding, then, 
to his own concerns, Scipio continues ; " I shall accept my son from 
his hands as the highest persona] favour ; I will hold myself ready to 
repay him by the highest personal service in my power. Bat as to 
public afiairs, I can do nothing for his interest, except by giving him 
this one advice, that he accede to any terms of peace proposed by the 
Romans, however hard and unreasonable they may appear to him." ' 

Preparations were now made, on both sides, for battle. Eumenes Both ddM 
joined the Romans with a considerable force, eager to share in the E2JJ™ '"' 
merit, and to brave the danger of a conflict which he perceived was 
now altogether inevitable. Nor was Antiochus less active than his 
formidable opponents. With seventy thousand infantry and twelve 
thousand horse, be made haste to occupy a strong post near Mount 
Sipylus in Ionia ; defending hia camp, by means of ramparts and other 
fortifications, against any sudden attack on the part of the Romans, 
who had already assembled in considerable strength on the frontiers of 
the Pergamenian territory, 

Scipio Africanus had been obliged to leave his brother on bis march. Tin ■» or 
and to yield to the pressure of a severe indisposition, which confined SKl 
him at Ekea. Whilst in that city, an embassy reached him from An- 
tiochus, restoring to his arms his captive son. The gratitude of the 
Roman general was ardent and sincere ; and as the only return which 
be could make to the Syrian king, he entreated him not to commit his 
affairs to the hazard of a battle until the father of the youth whom he 
had just set at liberty had rejoined the camp of the consul. 

But Antiochus did not follow this advice, which was unquestionably "*w™ 
meant for his advantage. The Romans having advanced within two w^^.. 
miles of his lines, provoked him to the combat by every demonstration b, C. 190. 
of martial ardour and of personal contempt. They even prepared to 
attack bis intrench men ts, and drive him from his position ; when at 
length, yielding to necessity, to his own impatience, or to the demands 
of hia army, he descended into the plain to meat the insulting confede- 
rates. The fortune of the day was various, and the conflict obstinate 
and bloody. The phalanx and a select body of cavalry, trained accord- 

1 Livr, anii, 86. 
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a. c. 190. ing to the exercises and discipline of the renowned Alexander, consti- 
tuted the main strength of the Syrians ; whilst they were opposed by 
four legions of Roman soldiers, well armed and full of courage, by a 
large body of Pergameoians, commanded by Eomenes, and by several 
thousand Macedonians, sent into the held by Philip. The celebrated 
horsemen called the Agema, vindicated on this occasion their ancient 
fame ; for, breaking through the Roman cavaliy, they carried Antiochns 
a victor to the very gates of the enemy's camp, and threw a momentary 
consternation into the various ranks of the consular army. But the 
tribune -Emilius, at the head of the reserve, checked, after a severe 
contest, the victorious Syrians. The aspect of the field immediately 
changed. Antiochus returned to his infantry only to witness their 
total discomfiture ; and the utter impossibility of recovering the ground 
he had lost, induced him to set an example of flight, which he conti- 
nued, surrounded by a few horsemen, until he reached, about midnight, 
the walls of Sard is. 
night or But the strongest fortress in Asia Minor could no longer inspire 

ini"«£ri™ confidence or insure safety to the vanquished king. Leaving Sardis, 
he accordingly hastened his retreat into the plains of Cilioia, whence he 
pursued, in great dejection, the road which led to Antioch. Destitute 
of defence, the principal cities in Ionia and Lydia opened their gates to 
the conquerors, or anticipated their arrival by sending offers of sub- 
mission. There was now no hope in arms, as the whole Syrian host 
had been either slaughtered at Magnesia, or dispersed by the active 
pursuit of the Romans ; and the only resource which remained for 
Antiochus was placed in the moderation of his powerful enemy, the 
jealousy of their allies, and the personal gratitude of the elder Stdpio. 
Emhuiy to No time was to be lost in this critical and arduous predicament. 
UaEdbfc** Antiochus immediately selected for his ambassadors to the Roman 
generals the experienced Zeuiis, who had long held an important com- 
mand in Lydia, and his nephew Antipater, who had probably been the 
companion of the son of Airicanus. The head-quarters of Hie consul 
were already advanced to Sardis, where be appears to have been joined 
again by his illustrious brother ; and it was in this capital of the Lydian 
province, that the deputies of the great king presented themselves before 
the victorious soldiers of the western republic, to implore their cle- 
mency in behalf of one of Alexander's successors, and to entreat that 
the throne of Seleucus might be allowed to stand. 1 
Fas* Scipio Afiicanus replied to the speech of Zeuxis, who, in his address 

K^tem/of to tlle conquerors, bad used the humblest language, and employed the 
umtitiity. most submissive arguments, that the crouching spirit of an Asiatic 
could dictate. The Roman, not less mindful of the wise policy which 
had everywhere seconded the vigour of his country's arms than of his 
private obligation to Antiochus, made haste to assure the Syrians that 
the recent success of the consul did not at all affect the moderation of 
his demands. The events of war, said he, depend upon the will of 
1 Livj, uivii. 44, or teq. 
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the gods, bat die sentiments of the heart, and the generosity of our b. c. 190. 
intentions, belong to ourselves. The king of Syria, instructed by mis- 
fortune, must henceforth confine his pretensions to a more limited 
territory, and resign, not only his claim upon all Grecian states and 
cities, but also upon that portion of Asia Minor which lies westward 
of Mount Taurus- To defray the expense of the war, he must pay, by 
successive instalments, the sum of five thousand talents ; and, to secure 
the performance of the conditions thus imposed, he must surrender 
into the hands of the Romans twenty hostages, such as they shall 
require. To remove from him the temptation to enter anew upon a 
destructive war, or to annoy, by menace of hostilities, any of the allies 
of Rome, he must likewise consent to give up his elephants, and all 
bis navy, with the exception of ten ships ; and even these are not to 
be allowed to extend their progress at sea beyond a certain point on 
the coast of Cilicia, unless when they shall carry ambassadors, hostages, 
or tribute. 

The severity of these terms was mixed with a becoming degree of sti minion 
generosity and self-denial, inasmuch as the Romans could have stripped JJ, H^fiSjt 
Antiochus of all that they chose to leave him, and as they conferred 
npon Eumenes, and their other allies, the whole of the valuable pro- 
vinces which they thus wrested from the Syrian crown. The stipula- 
tion with regard to Hannibal was the only one which indicated either 
fear or revenge ; and fortunately for the fame of Africanus, as well as for 
that of Antiochus, it was not in the power of the latter to fulfil it, by 
delivering up the renowned Carthaginian into the hands of his enemies. 
It was reserved for another sovereign, and another Roman general, to 
employ the vile arts of perfidy and deceit against one of the greatest 
commanders of antiquity; and Hannibal, a few years afterwards, re- 
ceived from the hands of Pmsias the mean, cruel, and disgraceful 
treatment which the treaty of Sardis failed to inflict. 

Antiochus did not long survive the battle of Magnesia, which had DHtfa at 
bo entirely denuded him of power as a king and of reputation as a ™| "j'o- 
military chief. The last act of his life continues to cloud his memory. 
Compelled by the pecuniary claims which pressed upon him to have 
recourse to violent measures, he formed the resolution of robbing one 
of those sacred emporia, in which the caravans of Media and Persia 
were wont to deposit their goods and to perform the stated acta of 
their religion. The assault, conducted by the monarch himself, was 
made in the night ; but meeting with greater resistance than had been 
expected, the royal troops were repulsed by the fierce barbarians who 
guarded the temple ; a great slaughter ensued, and Antiochus was 
numbered amongst the slain. A various and eventful reign of thirty- 
seven years was thus closed in a paltry attempt to pillage a few 
travelling merchants ; and a king, to whose name the epithet "Great" 
was attached, sacrificed his life in a nocturnal brawl, whilst fighting 
against the commerce, the arts, and the religion of his subjects. 

The throne of Antiocb was immediately filled by the eldest son of 



B.C. 187. the late sovereign, Seleucus Pbilopator. Tbe younger brother, Anlio- 

%££££? ** chus, who had been selected by the Romans as one of the twenty 

fbiioptuT. hostages which they demanded upon the peace of Sardis, was now in 

that condition of honourable captivity, learning the language and ans 

of his conquerors on the banks of the Tiber. 

Fifteen years elapsed after the accession of Pbilopator, during which 
nothing of material consequence occurred to employ the pen of history. 
He appears to have paid punctually to the Romans the annual tribute 
with which they had burdened the crown of his father, and to have 
enjoyed, in uninterrupted security, the inglorious peace of which that 
gacriia§niu tribute was the price. But, like his predecessor, he was driven by 
p™«Tu» l" 8 necessities to perpetrate, or to attempt, an act of sacrilege. The 
wmpit or treasurer, Heliodorus, being informed that the Temple of Jerusalem 
is c 176 concealed a rich treasure, proceeded, at the command of his roaster, to 
demand from the high priest a portion of his wealth for the use of the 
Syrian government. Onias, who at that lime filled the highest office 
in the sanctuary, represented to the treasurer that the gold and silver 
in question, of which the amount had been greatly exaggerated, was a 
charitable deposit, reserved for their widows and orphans. Heliodorus 
was not satisfied with this explanation, but proceeded to enter by force 
the holy gates of the temple. His progress was arrested by super- 
natural means, which the reader will find described with much mi- 
uuteuess and animation in the second book of the Maccabees. 



riven from the Tempi*. 

The disappointment of the Syrian king in this nefarious attempt 
was soon afterwards followed by his death. The miraculous interpo- 
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sition which saved Heliodoras from the guilt of sacrilege did not, it B.C 176. 

should seem, impress his mind with any salutary religious fear, or with ijj^j, ' 

the love of justice and fidelity. Upon bis return to Antioch he con- una.i mmt i m 

trived the murder of his sovereign, whose S ffiSJiJf * 

throne he meant to usurp, in the absence 

at once of Antiochns the brother, and of 

Demetrius the sou of Seleucus. This 

young prince was on his way to Rome to 

succeed in quality of a hostage his uncle, 

Antiochus Epiphanes, who was now to 

be relieved from that irksome restraint; 

and the opportunity thus presented to the 

treasurer of seizing upon the government, 

impelled him to perpetrate the horrid 

crime to which we have just alluded, and Andoehoi Bptphuc*. 

to remove his master by a cup of poison. 

But the speedy appearance of Antiochns with an army prevented the 

complete consummation of the treason and the full success of the 

traitor. Heliodoras was expelled, and the brother of Seleucus Philo- 

potor, with the concurrence of Eumenes and Attalus, assumed the 

reins of authority, to the prejudice of his nephew Demetrius, whose 

juster claims were overlooked. 

To supply the deficiency of his right to the throne, the new king is Trifling 
described as having descended to the lowest arts of popularity. He Anu^h^ ' 
adopted, in the streets of Antioch, the dress and manners of those who, 
at Rome, announce themselves as candidates for public offices; bo 
saluted the meanest of the people, joined in their amusements, solicited 
their suffrages, and scattered amongst them handfuls of money. The 
highest orders of Syrians despised alike the meanness of his character 
and his unseasonable imitation of foreign customs ; and, using their 
wit as the instrument of their revenge, they substituted for Epiphanes, 
the "illustrious," Epimanes, the "fool:" an alternative of epithets, 
of which neither can be held as truly descriptive of his conduct or 
character. 

No sooner bad he recruited his army and re-established the finances 
of his kingdom, than he turned his thoughts to the enlargement of his 
territory, and in particular to the safety of his Egyptian frontier. His 
sister Cleopatra directed, at that period, the government of her son, 
Ptolemy Philometor; in which delicate office she displayed so much 
wisdom and prudence, that no pretence could be found for involving 
the country in war. Upon the death of the regent, however, Antiochns 
opened his ears to a rumour, which spread from Alexandria, that his 
nephew had been advised by his ministers to renew the claims of Egypt 
upon Ccele-Syria and Palestine ; and accordingly, without attempting H « dsiim 
to ascertain by inquiry, or to avert by negotiation, the warlike inten- ™ mMiw 
tions ascribed to the young king, he marched an army across the desert, B ? c Kjg 
and forthwith commenced hostilities. His fears or bis ambition being 
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b. c. 167. gratified with some important advantages in the first campaign, be 
renewed hie invasion in the following year, defeated Pbilotnetor in 
battle, and even took him prisoner. 
si^e of The people of Alexandria, who alone had gaccessfally withstood the 

Si m™** irruption of Antiochus, chose for their king the younger brother of 
•iTini or Philometor, on whom they conferred the surname of Euergetes. The 
ajjrionenf" Syrian monarch soon after laid siege to Alexandria ; whilst, to distract 
the counsels of the new government, he restored the captive prince to 
the titular sovereignty of bis kingdom. Bnt the Egyptians had already 
despatched an embassy to Home, describing their wretched condition, 
and imploring the aid of the senate. Returning to complete his inten- 
tion on the besieged town, in which the chief strength of Euergetes 
was placed, Antiochus was met at Eleusine by the ambassador Popihus 
I&nas, who, with Decimus and Hostilius, had been sent from Rctne 
to remonstrate against his unprincipled aggressions. The Syrian king, 
to whom PompUius was personally known, expressed his delight at 
seeing an old acquaintance in so distant a country ; but the Roman 
declined all compliment until he should be informed whether Antiochus 
would instantly relinquish his views upon Egypt, and comply with the 
SoIhmts request of the senate. The king glanced over the letter which was 
Antjochui, P ut mt0 ''is band, and said be would immediately proceed to consider 
uo its contents, and give an answer without delay. Nay, exclaimed the 

""lie"™, envoy, drawing a circle with his staff around the person of Antiochus, 
you shall answer it before you stir out of the narrow space which I 
have now circumscribed ! The king then consented to follow the in- 
structions of the senate, and to withdraw his troops : upon which tbe 
haughty republican condescended to exchange civilities, and to revive 
his friendship for the Syrian hostage whom he had formerly known at 

Phiiometor The Roman commissioners next employed themselves in negotiating 
ji mi a peace between the two brothers, who agreed to hold a common 
»i!t« jo sceptre, and to share the honours of royalty together. Proceeding next 
^^oS. to Cyprus, which had just been reduced by tbe sea forces of Antiochus, 
and wrested from the Egyptian dominion, they dismissed tbe Syrian 
fleet with orders to return to their own shores, and restored tbe alle- 
giance of the island to its former masters. 

In following the traces of tbe most authentic annals, we find Antio- 
chus, soon after his humiliating repulse from Egypt, engaged in war 
with the Jews ; but as we have narrated the principal events connected 
with that unhallowed enterprise under its proper head, we shall rest 
satisfied here with referring the reader to our article on Jewish 
History.' 
Th* nn of Leaving his general Lysias in Palestine, the king, in person, under- 
■vBiruAtb* too ^ an ex P^ tution i"* Upper Asia, for the purpose, it is thought, of 
Jowt. collecting tribute, as well as of checking the turbulent spirits of bis 

barbarian subjects. Nothing remarkable is recorded in regard to the 

1 Vide Hirtorr of lie Jews, in this edition of the Encrcl, Metrop. 
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events of this campaign, if we except the sacrilegious assault which B. C. 167. 
was made upon the temple of Elymais, the same emporium of eastern 
merchandise which bad tempted the cupidity of Antiochus the Great. 
The gods were thought to protect, in this instance as in the former, hii 
the wealthy votaries who had confided to their keeping the treasures "p***" 
of Media and of the Indus; and the Syrians, baffled and disappointed, aSUS™ 
found it necessary to secure their safety by a speedy retreat before the iaub - 
bands of the enraged mountaineers, in whose district the temple was B ' 
situated. Antiochus himself reached Ecbatena, smarting under the 
wounds he had received at Elymais ; and it was in this capital that 
the news was conveyed to him that his armies in Palestine were utterly 
discomfited, that Jerusalem was retaken and fortified, and that the 
affairs of his enemies were everywhere greatly improved. In his rage 
be swore that the ruins of the Jewish cities should soon bury all their 
inhabitants ; and setting out in haste, to realize his impious threats, he 
died at an obscure village on the road to Babylon ; his demise being 
accelerated partly by his wounds, and partly by a fall which he had 
suffered from his chariot 

The throne of Syria was immediately filled by the young Antiochus, Aoemdon 
the fifth of the name, who is also known in history by tie cognomen a 1 ^^ d " u 
Eapator. Being only nine years of age, the cares of government were 
intrusted to the veteran Lysi&s, who had, indeed, been appointed by 
the late king both regent of the kingdom during his absence in the 
east, and also guardian to the prince, whose education he was to 
direct. 

Bat the reign of this boyish sovereign was of very short duration, Enpior 
though acknowledged by the Romans and even supported by their SS^Jj! 11 * 
influence. Demetrius, the son of Seleucus Philopator, who had been Bom*. 
sent by his father as a hostage to Rome, and had remained in that city B - C- 162. 
daring the long usurpation of his uncle Epipbanes, no sooner beard of 
the death of the latter than he made preparations for returning to 
Antioch. Unable to obtain the consent of the senate, he contrived, 
with the help of the celebrated Polybius, and the Egyptian ambassador 
Henyllus, to procure the means of escaping from Italy ; and embarking 
in a Carthaginian vessel at Ostia, he succeeded in deceiving the vigi- 
lance of his enemies, and reached in perfect safety the coast of Phoenicia. 
His appearance at Antioch was the signal for a revolution. The army 
secured the persons of Lysiss and his royal ward, whom, to please 
Demetrius, they immediately put to death : and the nation at large, 
conceiving that the son of Seleucus could not have left Rome without 
the concurrence of the senate, hailed his accession to the throne with 
expressions of the greatest respect snd attachment. 

The beginning of the reign was embroiled with a Jewish war, of 
which, as usual, the events were various, and the conflicts most 
obstinate and bloody. But Demetrius, dreading the power of Rome 
more than that of Palestine, and finding that no reasonable concessions 
could procure the countenance of the senate, resolved to court the 



B.C. 162. alliance of the Greek kings in Asia Minor; whose arms, if muted, 
might still, he hoped, oppose a permanent barrier to Hie ambition of 



iBtriiun the haughty republic His success, however, was not equal either 
D*m«uiu?' *° M* expectation or to the strength of the arguments which he 
B.C. 151. employed. In his attempts upon Cappadocia he added guile to 
reaaoning, and, by the instrumentality of an intriguing woman, 
carried his designs so far as to change the succession to the throne. 
His designs were, however, ultimately de- 
feated, and he very soon fell a prey to the 
craft of his enemies, who, in planning hit 
destruction , had recourse to the same kind of 
stratagem, and to the use of the same weapons, 
which he had employed against Ariarathes, 
the Cappadocian prince. A Bhodian youti 
named Balas was induced to personate the 
character of a sou of Antiochus Epiphanes, 
who, in fact, had been some years dead, but 
Alaiuder Bdu. wno m ^^ to nave ^ en ^^ concealed. 

strugem Balas was taught to claim the crown of Syria. His pretensions were 
^fAinrZi« hate 060 " to by the Romans, who had not yet forgiven the night of 
niiu. Demetrius ; and, accordingly, assisted by that warlike people, as welt 

as by the Jews, he took the field with an army, to dispute the throne 
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of Antioch with the son of Philopator. Victory crowned his at- B.C. 159. 
tempt. Demetrius was killed in the first battle, and the sceptre of 
the Seleucidte passed into the hands of a Rhodian impostor. 

Alexander Balas soon proved himself unworthy to reign. Com- u ^J b J 
bining vanity with boundless voluptuousness and profligacy, he dis- B ,i„ . bit 
gusted his subjects, who began to turn their thoughts to the sons of '*'*•'•• 
Demetrius, their late sovereign, who were enjoying an honourable 
retreat in the city of Cnidus. The eldest, who bore the name of his 
lather, being encouraged by some of the governors and other leading 
men throughout Syria, hired a body of troops, and passing into Cillcia 
instantly raised the standard of rebellion against the usurper. But 
Balas had a powerful support in the alliance of Egypt, the king of 
which country had given him his daughter in marriage ; and had the 
spirit of the Bhodian been at all equal to his means, and to the high 
destiny which he pretended to vindicate, the efforts of the young 
Demetrius must have been crushed at the very outset. It was not 
long, however, before Ptolemy discovered that his son-in-law was 
utterly undeserving of his protection. He found him equally pusil- Annan of 
brumous and faithless ; upon which, after having himself refused the u *™ Bt T^"- 
Syrian crown which the people of Antiocb 
bad solicited him to accept, be espoused 
the cause of the rightful heir, and offered 
to Demetrius at once the assistance of his 
arms and a bride in the person of bis 
daughter Cleopatra. Balas, at length roused 
by danger and shame, resolved to make 
one effort to secure his throne. He ad- 
vanced towards Antioch at the bead of 
some Cilicians whom he had gained over 
to his interests, and meeting in a field near 

the capital with the forces of Ptolemy and clw| "'™'Ni£ t £ D " B "** i ™ 
Demetrius, he rushed into battle with 

thoughtless and ignorant impetuosity. The young king gained at 
once an easy victory and the surname of Nicator, by which he was 
thenceforth distinguished; and, to complete his success against the 
enemy of his house, he was presented in a few days with the head 
of the fugitive Balas, who had in vain sought for safety among the 
treacherous hordes of the Arabian desert. But the joy attending this 
good fortune was somewhat clouded by the death of Ptolemy Philo- 
metor, who sunk under his wounds about a week after the battle. 

The royal house of Seleucus bad now lost all the virtues which 
during several generations supported the Grecian throne of Syria, and 
was mat sinking into the voluptuous effeminacy of the Persian dynasty 
which it had displaced. Demetrius on the throne disappointed the 
hopes of his friends, and afforded to bis enemies, by his feeble and 
versatile conduct, at once an apology and the means for plotting his 
rain. The son of Alexander Balas was set np in opposition to him by 
[h. a.] 2 c 



B.C. 146. Diodotua, who had served, in the quality of n 
TtKmor unfortunate Khodian. Demetrius found it necessary to take the 6eld 
proclaimed against this pretender ; but being defeated in a battle which was 
*tag, uid fought near tie walls of Antioch, he had the mortification to learn 
DroSrfui. that his rival was proclaimed king of Syria by the tide of Antiocbns 
B.C. 144. the Sixth, whilst he himself was compelled to seek for refuge in the 

fortress of Seleucia Pieria. 
UmrpMtoa Diodotua, who administered the government in the name of the 
inddntH'af yoath whom he had raised to its head, endeavoured to strengthen hi* 
Aniiochui interests by gaining the Jews, as well as by creating, on the coast of 
Cilicia, a powerful body of seamen, who soon thereafter degenerated 
into the character of piratical banditti. At length he aspired to the 
throne, which he had thus professed to strengthen for the family of 
Balas. He betrayed Jonathan the Jewish chief, whose zeal and 
activity had contributed much to the elevation of the young king, and 
after depriving that veteran of his life, he proceeded to the murder of 
the unfortunate boy himself who occupied for about a year the name 
and seat of Antiochns Epiphanes. 
Denatriu This usurper assumed the name of Tryphon, and maintained during 
ocTitotu*. f° ur vcars the ascendency to which his crafty ambition had raised him. 
Demetrius sought in indolence and dissipation a solace for the loaa 
of power; and it was not until the complaints of the Greeks in Upper 
Asia reached his ear, representing the sufferings and indignity to which 
they were subjected by the domination of the Parthiana, that be shook 
off his contemptible habits, and resumed the character of a soldier. 
Leaving to a lieutenant the care of his native states, or rather of the 
war against Tryphon, whose authority was almost universally acknow- 
ledged, he placed himself at the head of the Asiatic Greeks, and pre- 
pared to meet in battle the Parthian Mithridates. After various 
Ha i> taken success, the king of Syria was taken prisoner by bis formidable 
p™°"*>- opponent, and sent into Hyrcania, where he sustained ten yean of 
captivity, mitigated, indeed, by the most humane attentions, and by 
the enjoyment of every indulgence that was not incompatible with his 
safe keeping. 

The Syrian crown meanwhile was placed on the head of his brother 
Antiochus, called Sidetes, or the Hunter. Cleopatra,' the wife of 

1 One of the greatest difficulties encountered by the historical student u to be 



Cleopatra, and esveral other princely title*, furnish copious illustration*. Of the 
latter celebrated name, than occur no Its* dun twain rapnaentaUvea. let 
Cleopatra, niece of Attaint, a general of Philip of Maordon, whom that p»aea 
married on his divorcing Olympiia, B, c. 337. 2nd. The daughter of Philip and 
Qlympiaa, and sister of Alexander the Great; married to Alexander, king of 
Epirus, b. c. 336. 3rd. Cleopatra, the daughter of Antfochuj the Great, who 



married Ptolemy V, Epiphanes, B. C. 193. 4th. Cieopatra, a daughter of the 
abore Cleopatra and Epiphanes. 5th. Cleopatra, daughter of Ptolemy VI, 

Philoroetor ; the was married Erst to Alexander Balsa &a Syrian, and then ta 
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Demetrius, upon learning that her husband was a captive among Anwkm at 
the Parthkns, where he had espoused one of the daughters of Mithri- viiTuuT* 
dates, immediately invited to her bed and the throne of his ancestors ^•° | ot 
the young prince already named. Antiochus the Seventh listened to fl '£ , jgg 
her proposals, and acceded to her conditions ; and being joined by a 
large body of his countryman, he took arms against Tryphon, whom 
he defeated in battle, pursued into Phoenicia, and thence into Apamea, 
where the tyrant soon breathed his last. 

The brother of Demetrius, either to avenge the dishonour of his 
family, or to secure his eastern frontiers against an active enemy, 
employed the resources of his kingdom in fitting out a might? 
expedition, which he prepared to conduct in person into such of the 
Syrian provinces as were afflicted by Parthian invasion. His pro- 
gress was at first marked with brilliant success ; but at length, Antiochm 
yielding to his own rashness, or to the guile of his foes, he was ^','Jfj^ 
attacked to great disadvantage, and either killed on the field or driven PuUuLni. 
to an act of suicide. 

Demetrius, whose escape from Parthia may be ascribed either to Demeuioiii 
accident or to intention, presented himself at Antioch upon the death Jj'TSriiiUH 
of his brother, to resume his troubled reign, which had been interrupted ofEg (P t, 
by so many circumstances of treason and misfortune. His marriage "„,&.,«] 
with the Parthian .princess Rhodogyne alienated the affections of his "Tyr. 
wife Cleopatra, and gave great offence to her powerful friends in a °" "6. 
Syria. Involving himself in a war with Egypt, in order to support 
the pretensions of the qneen-regent against her husband Physcon, he 
[pive an opportunity for a conspiracy at home, which ultimately 
deprived him both of his crown and his life. The Egyptian kins 
fomented the turbulent humours of the Syrians, supplied them with 
troops, and sent to them a competitor for the throne in the person of a 
youth who was taught to claim his descent from Antiochus Epiphanes, 
though he was in reality the son of an Alexandrian of humble birth. 
A battle, as usual, determined the contending claims. Demetrius 
was defeated, and upon taking refuge in Tyre was cruelly massacred, 
at the suggestion of his profligate wife, who eagerly sacrificed to am* 
bition and revenge all the duties and sentiments of the female heart. 

The Egyptian impostor assumed the honours of royalty under the 
title of Alexander the Second, and disputed the occupation of the 
throne with the sons of Demetrius for nearly six years. Seleucus, 

Denietrim Nicalor (tee page 38!:). 6th. Cleopatra, mother daughter of Ptolemy 
VI., PMometor, married to her uncle FhvEcon. 7th. Cleopatra, duighter of 
Ptolemy Phyncon, married to her brother Ptolemy Till., then to Antiochm IX. 
(Cyzicenm). 8th. Cleonatra, mother daughter of Ptolemy Phyacon, married 
to her brother Lathyrui." 9th. Cleopatra, daughter of Lathynu, usually called 
Berenice. 1 Oth. Cleopatra, third daughter of Ptolemy Auletea, bom B. c. 69, 
ao celebrated in connection with Julius Ceaar and Mark Antony. 11th. Cleopatra, 
daughter of Antony, born B.C. 40. 1Mb. Cleopatra, daughter of Mithrmates, 
married to Tignuiee, king of Armenia (we page 389). 

2c2 



i king by a Urge party in 
>t being submissive enough 
to his mother, he fell a victim to her jealousy 
and to the aspiring wishes of a younger 
brother. Antiochus the Eighth, surnamed 
Grypus, was acknowledged the sovereign of 
Syria ; who, receiving in marriage a daughter 
of Physcon, was immediately secured in his 
hereditary right by a powerful army of 
Egyptian mercenaries, A battle ensued, 
Alexander was worsted, and put to flight; 
and in an attempt, now become very com- 
AbtmdnuGrrpai. noon among Syrian rulers, to rob a temple 

of its treasures, he was either killed on the spot, of despatched by his 
pursuers at a small distance from Antioch. 
Antittho The tranquillity of Grypus 's reign was soon disturbed by the claims 

H«nditiie of ft brother whom Cleopatra had borne to Antiochus the Hunter, 
ihnne, during the captivity of Demetrius in Farthia. From the town of 
diiputedby Cyzieus, in which he was educated, this pretender is known in history 
Ui bMther. D y the name of Cyzenicus ; and relying on the assistance of the Jews, 
whilst he was impelled by the intriguing and vindictive genius of his 
Egyptian wife, he raised an army with which he marched to Antioch, 
and soon precipitated the son of Demetrius from the throne. The 
victor assumed the vacant diadem under the title of Antiochus the 
Ninth, and insulted by his vices or silly pursuits the kingdom of Syria 
during several months. Grypus, at the end of a year, advanced from 
Pamphylia with a formidable body of troops ; upon which Cyzenicus 
retreated into Ccele-Syria, being unable to oppose the progress of hi* 
brother, and entertaining no hope of an accommodation. The heir of 
^th**"*™ 1 Demetrius, however, instructed by misfortune, and diffident in regard 
kingdom ii to the chances of war, agreed to a partition of the kingdom ; and 
■enw »pan. reserving to himself the Greater or Upper Syria, of which Antwch 
B.C. 111. m ^ propgr capital, he granted to Cyzenicus the sovereignty of the 
province into which he had fled, with the power of fixing his seat of 
government at Damascus. 
Urypui This amicable arrangement, which promised peace and security to 

JJJSf 1 ™* Syria, was interrupted after a short period by the murder of Grypus, 
cyi«ioQj perpetrated by an ambitious retainer, who seems to have aspired to 
JJ*^ gg bis master's place. Cyzenicus embraced this opportunity to reunite 
the kingdom under one crown ; but his nephews, the sons of Grypus, 
thwarted his intentions, challenged him to the field, and defeated him 
in a decisive battle. The king of Damascus lost his life, either by the 
sword of his enemies or by his own hand, leaving one son to inherit 
his claims and to avenge his death. This youth, who reigned under 
the name of Antiochus the Tenth, and was, from the filial spirit with 
which he entered upon the war, saluted " Eusebes," succeeded in col- 
lecting to his standard a considerable force, with which he vanquished, 



in the first conflict, his cousin Seleucus, the conqueror of his father, B.C. 95. 
and drove him into Cilicia, where he soon after perished. But Grypus 
had five sons, of whom four still survived to participate in the last 
honours of their expiring dynasty. Antiochus the Eleventh and Philip 
the First had recourse to arms to punish the murderers of their brother 
Seleucus, as well as to vindicate their own rights; bat Antiochus 
Eusebes, having obtained the assistance of the Parthians, set their 
efforts at defiance, and maintained his seat on the throne of Antioch. 
Demetrius, the fourth son of Grypus, who had issued from the retire- 
ment of Cnidus to support the claims of his house, fell into the hands 
of the Parthians, and was led by them into captivity beyond the 
Euphrates, where he sank under the load of his disappointment 

As soon as the fate of this unhappy youth was known at Damascus, Antiochu. 
his youngest brother, the last in order of the five sons of Grypus, 5JJ" l 2U5 h 
ascended the throne of Ccele-Syria. He was the twelfth who inherited uf Duum 
the family name of Antiochus, to which, in his case, the cognomen of B. c. 85. 
Dionysius was added; and his popular character, aided by some talent 
for war, enabled him to maintain during two years the independence 
of his provincial government, not only against his kinsman Eusebes, 
bat also against his brother Philip, and the predatory bands of Arabs 
which issued incessantly from the Nabathaan desert. The hostility of 
these barbarians was more to be dreaded than the divided arms of the 
rival cousins. Dionysius, whose impetuous valour led him to attack 
their camp on the edge of their own wilderness, fell pierced with 
numerous wounds, surrounded by the greater part of his followers j 
leaving the crown of Damascus to deck for the first time the brows of 
an Arabian chief. 

The dynasty of Seleucus Nicator, the founder of the Greek kingdom Tii™« of 
of Syria, was now about to become extinct. * SEdt 

Disgusted with their weakness, their folly, wumttiit 

and their crimes, and exhausted by their in- ofsjri*!* 1 " 

terminable disputes and rivalry for power, b. c. 78 

the people of Antioch directed their eyes to a 
neighbouring nation, in search of wiser rulers 
and a more potent protector. They elected j 

for their sovereign Tigranes, the king of Ar- 
menia, whose rising fortunes and vigorous 
administration appeared to promise to them 
the peace and security of which their whole Tigr»n. 

nation had long been deprived. The sons 

of Grypus had, it should seem, already disappeared from the scene 
of conflict. Eusebes saved bis life by a seasonable flight into Cilicia; 
and his wife Selene, daughter of Ptolemy Physcon, retired into a 
fortress of Commagene, to superintend the education of her two infant 
princes, and to await the chances of fortune. 

Tigranes governed Syria with more vigour than mildness for the 
space of fourteen years, after which period the country of the Seleu- 



Sin. cidce ceased to be a kingdom. The sovereign of Armenia, vanquished 

Ih^, 1 ""' by Lucullus, yielded all his territories into the hands of the Romans. 

jj^ 1 ™ h* The conqueror, it is true, listened to the 

b. cTm. claims of the elder son of Selene, and 

even meditated his restoration to one 
throne ; but the plans of Lucullas were 
thwarted by the more rigid policy of 
Pompey, and Antiochna Asiaticus, the 
name of the youth in question, was 
dismissed from the tent of the Roman 
general as unworthy to reign, and even 
as unentitled to any compensation for 
the loss of his hereditary dominions. 
The authority of a proconsul, who united 
civil to military powers, directed hence- 
forth the affairs of Syria, until the 
ClMpun Balm*. decline of Roman ascendency, under 

the successors of Augustas, opened a path for other conquerors to 
avenge the cause of tine Seleucidie, and to establish a barbaric govern- 
ment on the ruins of the western republic. 



Diowedb/Google 



CHAPTER XIV. 



We avail ourselves of the name of this monarch to bring down the 
annals of his country until the period at which it finally merges into 
the Roman republic ; since the history of Alexander's successors cannot 
be esteemed complete so long as the kingdom of Macedon remains, 
and the sceptre is swayed by a member of the royal house of Pella. 

It is do doubt true that, from the moment the generals of Rome Rtopjiui* 
crossed the Adriatic and carried their victorious arms into Illyricum Uoa - 
and Epirns, the events which follow are at least as closely connected 
with the history of the Romans as with that of the Greeks ; and it was 
under this impression that we paused in our narrative of Macedonian 
afSiirs at an early epoch in the reign of the fifth Philip, and referred 
the reader, for an account of subsequent transactions, to our sketch of 
Roman history, 1 and to the biography of those great commanders who 
ultimately conducted the legions to the eastern boundaries of Europe, 
and established there the supremacy of the senate. It will, however, 
contribute not a little to the lucid order and arrangement which we 
are desirous of maintaining, if we devote a short article to the closing 
years of Macedon, and set forth its expiring efforts for a separate and 
independent existence under the last of its kings. 

The battle of Cynocepbale broke down the strength of Macedon, Bntio r 
and gave a decided and permanent ascendency to the Romans in the Sj^" 
affairs of Greece, The Rhodians, encouraged by their powerful allies, 
attacked Philip both by sea and land ; whilst the other states, more 
disposed to cherish the remembrance of occasional despotism o 



1 Vide Biliary of Home, in this edition of the Encyclopedia Metropolitan*. 
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Efftrii or part of their Macedonian protectors than to listen to tbe wiae counsels 
ahith*™ °f those who already foresaw in their Soman auxiliary tbe designs and 
loiiovrt. temper of their futuiv masters, refused to accede 

to such a confederacy as might have at once 
defeated the ambitious views of Rome, and 
restricted within safe limits tbe dreaded power 
of their northern neighbour. The terms of the 
peace which were granted to the solid iations 
of the vanquished king, disarmed bin hands 
whilst they lowered his dignity. He was com- 
manded to surrender every city in Greece which 
Philip v was occupied by his troops, and to disclaim all 

authority over the minor commonwealths and 
tree towns, which lay scattered in different parts of Thrace, and on 
the shores of the Bosphorns. He was compelled to give up his ships 
of war, and to pay, for tbe indemnification of his conqueror*, a thousand 
talents of gold ; whilst, in order that these conditions might be ob- 
served and strictly fulfilled, he was required to send his younger son, 
Demetrius, a hostage to Rome. Nay, so far was the spirit of Philip 
subdued and his fears alarmed, that when the Romans were about to 
be embroiled with the king of Syria, he thought it expedient to send 
an embassy to the capital of these republicans, to assure them of his 
strict neutrality in regard to Antiochus, as well as of his readiness to 
assist with supplies and famish with guides such divisions of their 
army as might happen to pass through his dominions. 

The miserable policy of the Syrian monarch was no doubt one of 
the principal means of driving Philip into a closer alliance with Rome, 
than either his personal inclination or the interests of his kingdom 
would otherwise have induced him to form. The pretensions of 
Antiochus himself to tbe throne of Macedon, and the open countenance 
which he afforded to the prince of Atbamania, who was also taught to 
fix his eyes on tbe same lofty object, had induced the king to adopt tbe 
very questionable measure of assuming arms in co-operation with his 
formidable conquerors. For we find that, whilst tile Scipios were 
preparing to conduct their troops across the Hellespont, and to attack 
the Syrians in their hereditary provinces, tbe Macedonians were 
actively employed, in conjunction with the Romans, in expelling from 
certain strongholds in Thessflly the inconstant but warlike .rEtoliaus, 
who had already forfeited tbe esteem or despised the protection of tbe 
Rtitwtency senate. Acting in the capacity of an ally of Rome, Philip, it is true, 
orruitp. succeeded in recovering a portion of the territory, as well as of tbe 
influence, of which he had been deprived by the fortune of war; bat 
his talents, both in respect of diplomacy and the more important 
resources of the military art, were much too moderate to justify the 
hope which he seems to have cherished in his own bosom, and to hare 
inspired into tbe minds of others, in regard to the re-establishment of 
Macedonian independence on a new and lasting basis. 



The recent additions made to his power on the borders of Thessaly juhwho.ii 
and Thrace alarmed the vigilant jralousy of the Romans. A com- 2^1^ U " , 
mission was appointed to hear complaints, and award redress; and">dtbair 
Quintals CsecJlius, who had been named to direct the movements of j^iL'.' 
that migratory court, proceeded to the Thessalian territory, to meet 
the king of Maoedon, aud to confront him with his accusers. In reply 
to the charges of violence and aggression, which the deputies of the 
injured district urged against him, Philip pronounced a speech full of 
recrimination and contempt; retorting upon his enemies the ambitious 
motives and unjust procedure with which they attempted to load his 
character; and, glancing at the selfish policy of the Romans, he con- 
cluded by reminding them, that " the arm of all his fortunes had not 
yet set." It was in vain, however, for the Macedonian sovereign to 
give vent to his indignation, or to console the impotence of his rage 
by uttering useless threatenings. The commissioners gave sentence 
that be should immediately withdraw his garrisons from all the cities 
of which he had lately taken possession ; whilst, as to other matters 
in dispute, they reserved to themselves the power of pronouncing a 
decision whenever a proper court should be appointed, and due inquiry 
instituted at the several localities in question. Ctecilius acted on the 
seme principles, when discharging the duty of umpire between Philip 
and Eumenes. The claims of the latter to certain towns, seized upon 
and garrisoned by the Macedonians, were tacitly allowed, though no 
right could be shown on the one hand, and no violence proved on the 
other. Philip was again commanded to withdraw his troops. He 
yielded to an authority which he could no longer resist ; and satisfied 
himself with an appeal to the senate, in whose presence he intended to 
sob for his rights, thus unjustly questioned, and to claim compensation 
for the numerous sacrifices which he had been compelled to make by 
the arbitrary proceedings of Caxilius and his colleagues. 

It could not, meanwhile, escape the penetration of Philip, that he onmd 
would soon have to contend with the overwhelming power of Rome, fJJJSJ* ol 
for the possession of the narrow territory of ancient Macedonia. It 
■res, therefore, the principal object of his administration, during the 
peace which followed the disastrous battle of Cynocephale, to strengthen 
the internal resources of his kingdom by improving agriculture, by ex- 
tending commerce, and by introducing within his confines the first 
stock of a hardy peasantry from the neighbouring fields of Thrace. 
He laboured also to form new alliances with the warlike barbarians 
who dwelt on either side of the Danube. The tribes of Scythians, 
and those numerous branches of the great Gothic family, who were 
destined afterwards to avenge the successors of Alexander, and to 
humble the Roman power, bad already formed themselves into com- 
munities of considerable extent and regularity ; and from the growing 
intercourse of war and treaties, they had learned to respect the supe- 
riority of civilized life, to reverence the fame of the Macedonian arms, 
and even to court the benevolence and council of the Macedonian 
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government. With such allies, devoted to enterprise, and delighted 
with the hazards of war, Philip thought it not altogether impracticable 
to direct into the bosom of Italy, from the countries north and east, 
a torrent of invasion, which would withdraw the consols from the 
shores of the jEgsan, and engage the attention of the senate in mea- 
sures of self-defence. Bat time was necessary for maturing an under- 
taking at once so arduous and lull of pent To effect his object, 
therefore, with greater security, Philip sent to Rome hia son Demetrius, 
who was to plead the cause of Macedon, and to maintain, if possible, 
the pacific relations which subsisted at that period between the two 



Paftwni by These schemes of conquest and revenge were ultimately defeated by 
H^* cani the domestic discord which rent the royal family of Pella. The favour 
pKniitdiB with which Demetrius was received at Borne excited at once the 
i* f-m.iv. jegjoggy of big father, and the more dangerous envy of his brother 
Perseus. The latter saw reason to apprehend, that the right of pri- 
mogeniture would not secure his succession to the throne, if me popu- 
lar pretensions of Demetrius should be supported by the influence, of 
the Roman senate : and Philip himself allowed his hatred and suspi- 
cion of his public enemies to poison the paternal sentiments of con- 
fidence and affection towards a deserving son, whose only fault con- 
sisted in the openness of his character. The treachery and deceit of 
Perseus at length prevailed. Demetrius was murdered; and the 
anguish which preyed upon the heart of Philip, joined to the resent- 
ment excited by the cruel baseness of his elder son, hurried this unfor- 
tunate king into his grave. 

Almost immediately before his death, the Macedonian monarch had 
sent an embassy to his rude allies northward of the Danube, with the 
view of hastening their movements towards the upper boundaries of 
the Roman commonwealth. A whole people obeyed his summons, 
and advanced into Thrace, on their way to the Adriatic; bat his 
death distracted the counsels of their savage chiefs, and ultimately 
occasioned their complete overthrow. Wasted by war, sod enfeebled 
by hunger and the severity of the climate, thousands perished before 
they could reach Illyricum. Nor waa their return less disastrous; 
for, trusting to die ice of the Danube, which they overloaded with 
their cattle and waggons, they were precipitated into the stream, in 
which the greater part of them lost their lives : a iate which did not 
deter their warlike descendants from renewing more fortunate expedi- 
tions against the masters of the south, and from impressing the terror 
of their name on every province which acknowledged the Roman 
government, from the Rhine to Mount Atlas, and from the Euxine 
Sea to the Pillars of Hercules. 
Aocaaton The accession of Perseus to the throne of Macedon turned aside, for 

tLcT7B a time ' ™ 9 ca ' aDUt ' ea °f WAr > ** if - calmed the jealousy, or allayed the 
fears of the Romans. The son of Philip, however, received but a 
feeble sceptre, inasmuch as the untimely death of Demetrius alienated 
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the affections of the nation from his cold-hearted, treacherous brother, B.C. 178. 
and confirmed in the Roman senate a unanimous determination to visit 
that rn order on the head of him who had contrived it. The barbarian 
confederates of hia father, too, had reason to complain of his weakness 
or defection, as ha afforded them no assistance in their anforttinate 
expedition into Dardania, and supplied them with no means to facili- 
tate their return, when the object of that expedition was found im- 
practicable. 

To repair the mischief he had done, and to recover the moral in- Hbwka 
flnence which he had lost at home, Perseus employed the beginning ■■"■«•■ 
of his reign in conciliating the affections of hia subjects ; in restoring 
to their country and possessions such persons as had fallen victims to 
the resentment of his predecessor ; and in granting to all orders and 
parties the benefits of equal government, and of impartial preferment. 

His fear of Rome was chiefly shown in the assiduity with which he ab™mi to 
courted her allies in Greece. He was obsequious, in the highest de- p*"*™ 
gxee, to the Athenians and Achxana, whose fugitive slaves he offered 
to give up, and to whose tribunals he promised to deliver every such 
person as had fled from justice, and found an asylum in any part of 
his dominions. He cultivated with unceasing earnestness the alliance 
or neutrality of almost all the Grecian states. He applied his solicita- 
tions to the people of Thessaly, Bceotia, and Xtolis, and thought his 
pains amply rewarded, wherever his good offices were not positively 
rejected or disdained. He formed a close connection with the small 
states of Epirus, negotiated with the king of the Jllyrians, and brought 
over to hia views the chief of the Odryssiaos, the most warlike leader 
in Thrace. The Rhodians, already not a little disaffected towards 
their Italian allies, showed themselves inclined to listen to the pro- 
posals of Perseus. The king of Syria entered into treaty with him, 
and strengthened this alliance by yielding his daughter in marriage. 
Prusias of Bithynia, at the same time, manifested a desire to oppose 
the formidable encroachments of the Romans ; and as a pledge of his 
sincerity in this point, be solicited the band of a Macedonian prin- 
cess. 

Bat these acquisitions were of small weight, when compared with 
the anger of Rome, and the hostile disposition of the most powerful it, c. 172. 
states in Asia Minor. Eumenes was still the avowed and implacable e<ud«« 
enemy of Macedon, Instead of sending an embassy to the banks of ^ l o ™^' ho 
the Tiber, that monarch proceeded thither in person, with the view of wmhb. 
laying before the senate an exaggerated account of the warlike prepa- 
rations made by Perseus, and of the menacing and formidable attitude 
which Macedonia had assumed. Her army, he asserted, could now 
muster thirty thousand foot and five thousand horse ; her magazines 
were full of corn, and her treasury well stocked with money, and the 
recruits which her own territory could not supply, would be amply 
furnished by the hardy natives of IUyricum and Thrace. When, in 
reply to these inflammatory statements, the Macedonian deputies were 
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b.c. 172. allowed to apeak, the senate contd hardly refrain from expressing their 
hatred of Perseus, and their hostile intentions against his country, by 
the most indecent impatience and ungracious gestures. Such treat- 
ment could not fail to arouse indignation in the breasts of the ambas- 
sadors; and accordingly giving way to a sentiment so natural and 
patriotic, they declared that their master having done everything in 
his power to prove that his intentions were pacific, would no longer 
sacrifice his most obvious interests, to preserve the forms of peace with 
a haughty and unaccommodating republic ; and should the Romans 
persevere in seeking a pretext for war, he would employ his best 
resources in defence of himself and kingdom, and bust to the determi- 
nation of fortune for the result. 
Tti( hoiiuiu. The senate could not be ignorant of the ulterior designs of Perseus, 
JjJ'™ '" whose independence, dignity, and safety were equally concerned in 
counteracting the growing ascendency of Rome. But their arms, 
meantime, were engaged in Spain and Lignria ; and no occasion suffi- 
ciently provoking or plausible had yet presented itself, for (aiming 
them directly against the Macedonians. An attempt on the life of 
Emnenes at length furnished an apology for hostilities, which could 
not, under any circumstances, have been long averted. Perseus was 
accused of an intention to murder his rival, as well as of practising by 
poison against the safety of certain distinguished Romans, who were 
employed in the public service. Preparations were accordingly nude 
on the shores of the Adriatic for the invasion of Macedon ; and two 
legions of unusual strength were immediately levied, and placed under 
the command of Licinius Crassus the consul, to whom the charge of the 
war was committed. Nor did the Romans neglect to have recourse 
to their usual expedient of embassies. Deputies were sent to the 
Rhodians to recover their wavering affections, and also to several states 
in Epirus and Thrace. No one, indeed, was commissioned to the 
court of Perseus ; bnt that monarch, still unwilling to put his fortunes 
to the hazard of war, solicited an interview with Marcius Philippus, 
who had been sent to Epirus, in order to exculpate himself from the 
foul charges with which he bad been loaded in the senate. The king 
was amused and deceived. Marcius listened to his defence, pronounced 
it satisfactory, and proposed a truce ; but the interval was employed 
in accelerating the march of the legions, and in rousing the acti vity of 
the allies. The fraud of the ambassador prepared the triumph of the 
general; and the ruin of Perseus was planned by the son of his father's 
friend, the individual whom he himself selected as most worthy of his 
B.C. 171. confidence. 

udntu Publius Licinius Crassus left Brundisimn, at the head of more than 

f;™™ twenty-five thousand horse and foot, expecting to be joined by a huge 
Mandn. body of allies from Acluea, iEtolia, and Pergamus. Perseus likewise 
p™u! ukw took the field with a powerful army, determined to inflict the first 
miseries of the war on those perfidious Greeks, who invited and sus- 
tained the Roman invaders. But the advance of the enemy into Thessary 



KING 07 MACEDOS. 397 

prevented the revenge meditated by die Macedonians. The hostile B.C. 171. 
armies encamped on either side of the Peneus, the one so nearly equal 
in strength to the other, that their commanders seemed more inclined 
to be guided by contingencies, than to hazard a decisive battle. The 
events of the first campaign were, on the whole, favourable to the 
cause of Macedon ; and if Perseus had possessed any share of the 
military talent which had been displayed, on so many important occa- 
sions, by his royal ancestors, the invaders of his country would have 
deeply deplored their ambitious enterprise. Winter, however, put an 
end to the movement of the troops, and the chiefs retired to mature 
their plans for more effective operations upon the return of the year. 

Aulus Hostilius assumed, with his consulship, the command of the Ths 
army in Thessaly. Bnt his character, deficient in almost every civil SPBtaSta* 
and military virtue, only strengthened the interests of Perseus, and sa aemf ,i 
alienated the allies of Rome. The Macedonians gained several impor- Vtmiai. 
tant advantages in the field, and made still greater progress in securing 
the good will and co-operation of certain active confederates ; and this 
year, like the last, without producing any decisive event, left the son 
of Philip in more prosperous and hopeful circumstances than it had 
found him. 

The third campaign opened, on the part of the Romans, under the Third 
auspices and direction of Quintus Harems Philtppus, now enjoying the <*™i" i e> 
rank of consul, and known to the reader as the person who, when (lis- Mutim 
charging the office of ambassador, had deceived the confidence of Per- H |IU pp<u- 
seus at an interview which the latter solicited. But the craft of Bl C ' 
diplomacy has nothing in common with the ingenuity, firmness, and 
penetration which command success in war. Marcius achieved nothing 
in the field that is in the smallest degree worthy of remembrance, if 
we except a laborious march through certain defiles in the hills of 
Macedonia, and a retreat equally full of toil and disaster. The igno- 
rant presumption of the Romans saved Perseus, and the groundless 
fears of the latter saved the former. Had the Macedonians acted with 
decision, the invading army must either have perished from hunger, 
or have fallen an easy prey to their enemies ; and had the consul pro- 
ceeded with firmness, the panic of the king would have resigned into 
hirf hands the capital and the best provinces of his dominions, and have 
conferred on Marcius Philippus the laurels which were afterwards 
secured by the less questionable merit of jEmilius Paulus. 

Another year was thus added to the war, without furthering the 
object which the senate had contemplated. The consular armies had 
been baffled in the attempt to subdue Macedon, and to confirm the 
ascendency of Rome among the Grecian slates ; and the hopes of the 
Roman people were already turned into the bitterest invective, and the 
most gloomy forebodings. The appointment of Lucius jEniilius to the Appotrit . 
command of the army employed against Perseus gave, indeed, new ™° ot .. of 
vigour to the war, and revived the expectation, that the legions would puiu. 
fii;ally triumph over, the Macedonian phalanx. But so sarcastic and 
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. virulent were the remarks of the military critics at borne, that the con- 
sul immediately upon his election, addressed the assembled people; 
assuring them, that if any individuals in their number thought them- 
selves qualified to give such counsel as would enable him to bring to 
a fortunate issue the ensuing campaign, he would defray the expense 
of their journey into Macedon, and retain them near his person as bis 
guides and advisers. If, however, they did not think it expedient to 
accept his invitation, he hoped they would reserve their strictures on 
the proceedings of the army till the expiration of his command. 

The exertions of Perseus, kept pace with the danger to which his 
kingdom was exposed from tile renewed preparations of the Romans, 
and particularly from the character of the new consul. He repeated 
his efforts to rouse the jealousy of the Greek princes in Asia, whose 
territories, he assured them, would be the next object of cupidity to 
his rapacious invaders; and he urged Eumenes, the Cappadocians, 
Syrians, and Egyptians, to join his standard, in order to repel die am- 
bitious republicans of the west from the shores of the Mgam, Bat his 
efforts to obtain allies were attended with lir.rJe success. His sincerity 
was doubted, and his selfishness precluded all hearty cooperation ; and 
he was accordingly left to combat, single-handed, with an enemy who 
had never yet concluded a war but as conquerors. 

jEmilius employed some time in restoring the discipline, as well as 
in increasing the numbers of his army. His vigilance prevented those 
casual encounters, in which the natives of a hilly country are sure to 
gain the advantage ; and he even repressed the ardour of his troops, 
by declining battles on terms apparently equal, intending thereby to 
increase the confidence of Perseus, who had already begun to deride 
hia cautious policy. But the king of Macedon soon discovered that 
the delays of the consul did not proceed from fear. A successful 
movement of the legions compelled the presumptuous monarch to fell 
back upon Pydna, whither iEmilius instantly followed him, and in one 
decisive conflict stripped him of his kingdom, put an end to his 
dynasty, and blotted Macedonia from the list of nations, A rapid 
flight conveyed Perseus from the immediate pursuit of the conquerors; 
but he was soon afterwards taken, with his family and treasures, and 
compelled in the following year, accompanied by bis two sons, to 
grace the triumph of the victorious consul. 

The last of Macedonian sovereigns survived this melancholy change 
of fortune about the space of four years, which he spent in ungenerous 
restraint at Alba, Only one of his sons outlived him ; and the royal 
youth it is said, was reduced to the necessity of earning his mainte- 
nance in the humble occupation of a carver and tamer, from which he 
was subsequently raised, by bis proficiency in the art of writing, to the 
appointment of scribe or secretary in one of the public offices. 

Vanqniahed in war, and deprived of their leaders, the people of 
Macedon waited, with patient humility, the decision of the conquerors 
with regard to tbe future destiny of their country. The deputies from 
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the principal cities and districts met at Amphipolis, where jEmilius, b. c. 167. 
now vested with the authority of proconsul, proceeded to unfold the JfjJjJIJ^ 
will of the senate- He informed them, that die kingdom was thence- 
forth to be divided into four separate states or provinces ; that the 
principal city in each of these was to be considered as the capital, in 
which a local government would be exercised, laws administered, and 
the revenue collected, under the superintendence of an authority ap- 
pointed by Rome. He farther instructed them, that it was the plea- 
sure of the senate that no troops should be maintained in Macedon, 
beyond such a force as might be found necessary for the defence of the 
frontier exposed to the barbarians ; that no timber fit for ship-building 
should be cut down without permission from the proconsul ; and that 
the working of the gold and silver mines should be entirely discon- 

In this manner was the country of Alexander the Great reduced 
into the form of a Roman province by a soldier of fortune ; and a 
successor of that renowned prince was dragged at the chariot wheels 
of a private citizen, sprung from a race of barbarians, of whose exist- 
ence the Greek historians had but recently discovered the traces, and 
whose exploits had bat lately reached the ears of Grecian warriors. 
The ascendency of Rome was now complete, from the remotest point 
of Peloponnesus to the northern boundariesof Illyricum and Macedonia ; 
and henceforward for a while, the history of the world is comprised in 
that of the Roman republic 
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CHAPTER XV. 

THE INDO-MACEDONIAN KINGDOM. 

PniiuidUT Between the struggles of Rome with the conqueror of Canne, and 
Hellenic the acquisition of her choicest European and Asiatic conquests, ' 
JJJ^Jj^™ period singularly brief elapsed. Previous to this conflict, century after 
century bad passed, and her political existence had not extended 
beyond the Italian peninsula. Her fiercest opponents, however, tie 
Saturates, had been, after a long series of warfare, effectually subdued, 
and the consolidation of her power among the Latin states was so 
opportunely effected as to oppose the most formidable resistance to 
the Carthaginian invasion. The issue of that great contest gave a new 
tendency to her political career. It had already compelled her to 
form a powerful navy, and she was now prepared to become the 
inheritor of much of the Carthaginian commerce, and of all those 
colonial possessions, in the establishment of which, the ambition! 
African republic had spent successive years of conquest or of labori- 
ous navigation. On the west, Spain — to the north, Gallia — had been 
rapidly falling before her victorious arms ; the undying animosity rf 
Hannibal, her greatest enemy, now brought her in collision with tie 
successors of those military chiefs who had divided among themselra 
the Asiatic dominions of the Macedonian conqueror. 

The magnitude of Alexander's conquests will be at once apparent, 
by a reference to the Roman scale of victories through centuries of 
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warfare. The two centres of military power, Italy and Macedonia, Mwnftmit 
display results widely different when viewed in connection with the $Jj*J^J 
time required to produce their respective acquisitions, and an attentive Aiennder'i 
Study of the political and warlike elements wielded by both countries ""i"*""' 
will still further enhance our admiration of the genius of the Macedonian 
hero. Yet, all that commerce had effected for Carthage, all that con- 
quest had achieved for Macedon, but too surely laid a broad and a 
smooth path for the advance of Roman aggrandisement. Under the 
imperial government the widest triumphs of Some were attained. 
And yet to her victorious legions the eastern kingdom of Alexander's 
successors remained a land almost unknown. While she had subdued 
the provinces of his Syrian, and held in subjection, more frequently 
nominal than real, much of his Persian empire, her strength never 
enabled her to reach the banks of the Indus, there to cope with the 
principalities founded by the sagacious policy of the Macedonian 
autocrat. 

These important settlements, indeed, remained almost unrecorded 
by either Greek or Roman historian, and it is principally to the inge- 
nuity and learning of our countrymen in the east that we are indebted 
for precise and authentic accounts of this singular and interesting 
empire. The existence of numerous lata or columns, with inscriptions 
in an ancient character, the interpretation of which had long been lost 
to native Brahminical learning, and had repeatedly foiled the sagacity 
of European scholarship, at length gave way to the genius of an 
Englishman, whose sagacity was as penetrating as his acquirements Angio-indi 
were accurate and multifarious.' The connection, religious and poli- £^S S* j 
tical, which, at an (era coeval with the antiquity of these ancient mil when, 
columns, had subsisted between India and the Greek dynasties, now 
became apparent; and records which possibly had perished in the 
ordinary process of transmission, were thus indelibly preserved for the 
pages of history. But it was not to recording columns alone that 
these important tacts^had been transferred. Not only policy, but 
religion, was to be the guardian of the treasury of time. The 
Buddhistic faith established in Magadha, the ancient Bahar, B.C. 588, 
by Gotomo Buddho, found a powerful patron in Asoko, the supreme 
sovereign, B.C. 309.* His connection with " Antyoko Raja Ybna" 
(Anbbchtis the Greek king) is recorded on one of the Indian lata; 
and the pages of the Mahavanso* notice the third convocation of the 
Buddhistic hierarchy, b.c. 307, when the missionaries of that body 
were sent into foreign countries for the propagation of the faith. It 
had been customary to bury in the mausolea, styled " Thupo," or 
Tope, not only some corporeal relic of the successive saints which 
headed the Buddhistic body ecclesiastic, but coins and other objects of 
interest in connection with the era during which these monuments 

1 J. Priuep, Esq., late Secretary to the Asiatic Society, 

* Then in the eighteenth year or his reign, tidt MahaTanao, Introd. p. ixii. 

* In the twelfth chapter. 
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were raised. It is from these and various other sources, and chiefly 
the numismatic antiquities scattered over Afghanistan, Balkh, and the 
Punjab, that a mass of valuable historical information has been evolved. 
It was, however, the investigation of the tope of Manikyala that gave 
the chief impulse to these inquiries. 
niM»vMyor In 1808, the embassy to Cabal, conducted by Mr. Elphinstone, 
MuiikniiL wnen upon their retam to India, arrived at a part of the country 
between the Indus and the Jhelum, in which, according to the notions 
of Colonel Wilford, the capital of Taxiles, the ally of Alexander, was 
situated. 1 A party left the camp to explore the neighbourhood for 
relics of antiquity, in confirmation of this opinion ; and they met with 
this edifice, the tope of Manikyala, a solid, circular building of masonry, 
surrounded by a dome, and resting upon a low artificial mound. It 
was built of brick, cased with stone, but the casing was in some ports 
apparently unfinished. Some broad steps led up to the base, which 
was encircled by a moulding about eight feet high. Above this, rose 
a perpendicular wall for about aix feet, and thence the building 
ascended in a spherical form. 

Maaikyala is situated on the high road from Attack to Lahore, and 
it appears to be built upon the ruins of an ancient city whose origin is 
unknown. The topical importance, however, of the site, and the 
quantity of coins discovered in its immediate vicinity, mark this relic 
of early civilization as the capital of the region lying between the 
Hydaspes and the Indus. 

The massive cupola of Manikyala, rising to a height of eighty feet, 
and taking in a circumference of three hundred and twenty feet, is 
conspicuous at a great distance. The architecture is, as the reader 
will observe,' simple; nor is there any other ornament than a range of 
columns near the base, whose capitals are now with difficulty to be 
distinguished. The interior of the masonry is granite and a porous 
limestone ; while the exterior surface, once so smooth as to defy any 
ascent to the central part of the dome, is nowffl worn by time as to 
present no material obstacle to gaining the summit. Such is the tope, 
the discovery of the contents of which, in connection with the inscrip- 
tions on the ancient lata of western India, gave an impulse to Indo- 
Hellenic archeology as vigorous as it was successful.' It is from these 
and similar sources that much light has been thrown upon the other- 
wise forgotten dynasties founded by Alexander and his warlike viceroys 
in the distant regions of Ariana, the Parapomisus, and die Jaxartes. 
The scope and tendency of these settlements it will now be well to 



He who should take so contracted a view of the ultimate objects of 

1 Vide Professor Wilson's AiUna, p. 31. * See the engraving at page 400. 

1 This tope wis opened by General Ventura, a French soldier of fortune in the 
ervice of Rnnjeet Singh. Monuments of ■ similar nature an to be aecn in tbf 
lauu-a country, Bawul Pindi, JeUalabad, Cabal, Bameaa, and the Khyber. Mot 

i few of these have been opened by Mr. Mnsson. Set Wilson's Ariana. 
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the Macedonian conqueror as to imagine that the lust of empire and t>h mi 
the gratification of imperial pride formed with him the dominant rule ^J£",°J ■ 
of action, may soon arrive at a more just and a more comprehensive founding the 
insight into political motive, by a consideration of the localities selected ^"j^t, 
by Alexander at once for the seats of empire and of mercantile enterprise. 
War bad severed, commerce was to unite, the scattered races of man- 
kind. Had the enlightened pupil of Aristotle deigned to rest satisfied 
with the vulgar resources of the conqueror, he might easily have spared 
himself much obloquy and avoided no inconsiderable peril from the 
warlike Macedonians. The policy of conciliation, by the amalgamation 
of national customs — the peaceful union of the conquerors and the 
conquered — the blending of hostile races by intermarriage, by noble 
schemes of education and of mercantile advantage, however in accord* 
ance with the enlightened views of the philosophic politician, excited 
the scorn and the hostility of the Macedonians, a race whose only 
trade had hitherto been war. Macedon, Egypt, Babylon, and India 
were destined to form so many centres of civilization, whence the 
onward progress of the human race was to receive an important 
acceleration. Nor must we rashly conclude that because from the 
three former proceeded for a long series of yearn a succession of 
desolating warfare, the comprehensive views with which these im- 
perial viceroyalties were established were the less the characteristic 
of the true statesman and legislator. This progressive development of 
the history of onr species — this accelerated intercourse of the races 
of the Nile, of south-western Asia, and the Pentopotamic highlands of 
the Himalaya, even while the hostile forces of the two former were in 
constant collision — must have been attended with no mean results. 
Nothing less than an organic vitality of existence was contemplated Fmmnoi- 
by the new cities so frequently founded by Alexander; and the length ^SJSJj™ 1 
of time that elapsed between the battle of the Granicus and the Scythic «J '** 
irruption into the Indo-Greek empire bears ample witness to the cidw. 
interesting as well as the durable nature of Grecian civilization, trans- 
planted from the Hellenic world to the regions of the Punjab. How 
rapid was the movement, and how energetic the mind, that effected 
these great results! " In the short interval of twelve years there 
followed successively the expeditions into western Asia and Syria, 
with the battles of the Granicus and of the passes of the Issus ; the 
aiegeand taking of Tyre; the easy possession of Egypt; the Babylonian 
and Persian campaign, in which at Arbela (in the plain of Gaugamela) 
the world-wide dominion of the Achaanenides was annihilated; the 
expedition to Bactria and Sogdiana, between the Hindoo Coosh and 
the Jaxartes (Syr) ; and, lastly, the daring advance into the country 
of the five rivers (Pentopotamia) of western India. Alexander planted 
Greek settlements almost everywhere, and diffused Grecian manners 
over the immense region extending from the temple of Amnion, in the 
Libyan Oasis, from Alexandria, on the western delta of the Nile, to 
the northern Alexandria, on the Jaxartes, to the present Kodjend, in 
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Fergana." 1 The admirable author whom we have just quoted has 
m truly observed that the Macedonian expedition, which opened so large 
and SO fair a portion of the earth's surface to a single nation of such 
high intellect and cultivation, may be regarded, in the strictest sense 
of the term, as a scientific expedition ; and, indeed, as the first in 
which a conqueror surrounded himself with learned men of all depart- 
ments of knowledge — naturalists, historians, philosophers, and artists. 
That a Greek dynasty should subsist for a period of above one 
hundred and fifty years in the heart of strange nations, swaying with 
the commanding vigour of the Hellenic genius, not only the wild 
tribes of the Punjab, but making itself respected by the nomad? 
Tartars of the vast plateau of central Asia, is indeed a subject of 
gratification to the philosophic mind which would contemplate the 
victory of civilization over the forces of brute matter. We can scarcely 
conceive a more instructive or interesting position than that of a people 
cut off from community of race occupying the vanguard of European 
civilization, at a distance from its native resources — a distance far 
surpassing the utmost point reached by the march of their indomitable 
ancestors the " Ten Thousand." Those eruptive elements, however, 
which broke loose in the days of Camillus, of Marius, of Attila, 
and still later of Genghis Khan, sweeping over the fair surface of 
European civilization, and leaving in its track the impress of savage 
desolation, at length overwhelmed this eastern frontier of Hellenic 
valour. The vast Scythic tribes, whose nomadic constitution rendered 
them alternately scattered shepherds or concentrated hosts of war, 
often, in proportion to the absence or the presence of the Arian 
element of ambitious leadership* at length burst in upon the Greek 
■ Bactrian kingdom, displacing the Hellenic sway by Turusbca dynasties, 
;° k whose relative barbarism is at once evidenced by those numismatic 
discoveries, which in the most forcible manner demonstrate, bv the 
rugged coinage of the Scythic princes, the decay of art and the tall of 
Hellenic influence and taste. 

It has been too often the case that the educated man, from the cul- 
tivation of views too exclusively specific, is apt to entertain a false 
estimate of, or rather totally to neglect, those processes of the human 
mind which have not failed to draw in their train results invariably 
uniform. The student of history broadly marks down the Roman 
type as embodied War; with him, the Greek is the psychologic 
representative of Grace and Art. And yet the grasping negotiator of 
Italian quspstorship, and the hardy Greek trader of the Euxine and 
Mongolia, were the wheels respectively of two vast machines, without 
the aid of which the physical conquests of the first and the intellectual 
superiority of the latter people could hardly have been achieved. With 
the first, often virtually lay the supply of armies, while the second pro- 
cured the more costly materials for the works of a Phidias, and, in 

' Humboldt, Cosmos, p. 152. 

' Khouli Khan ind Genghis Khan were of Arian parentage by the mother's side. 
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conjunction with the marine of Athens, helped to form the basis of 
that wealth which in Greece, as in all countries, constituted either the 
national or the private award to distinguished artistic merit. 

The versatile talent of the Greek made him the successful denizen of indn™iin K 
every clime. His adventurous spirit enabled the Hellenic trader, from Ji!™™ 
his advanced post on the Euxine, to penetrate to the sterile regions of ■<** 
the Calmuck;' and, though no linguist himself,' he had the con- 
summate art to derive all the practical advantages to be gained by 
sevenfold polyglot accomplishments" The golden riches of the 
Uralian chain, which have been recorded by Herodotus long before 
the mining operations of Philip in Macedonia, and the wealth of the 
Attic Laureium, had formed the keen stimulant which first incited 
Greek enterprise and subsequently rewarded Greek genius. 

From the mountain barriers of the northern sea-board of the Emine 
to the lofty uplands of Bactria and Marcanda, 4 the Greek opened and 
maintained a mercantile connection by tribes that formed one con- 
tinuous concatenation of busy and gainful barter. 

Thus, in effect, the Hellenic spirit of commerce bad attempted, and 
in part solved, the mercantile problem which, centuries later, the 
Macedonian hero successfully investigated. Commerce and conquest 
had now passed over the same tracks ; and yet there was an exclusive- 
ness in the mental organization of the Greek that tamed his view too 
much inward for him to devise any comprehensive scheme of com- 
mercial progress. An enlightened autocrat to originate and to enforce 
joater views was yet requisite. He at length arose in the person of 
Alexander. The profound views of the great author of Cosmos are so 
much to the point on this subject, that I shall avail myself of his 
valuable remarks: — "After the dissolution of the great Macedonian vtewofth* 
empire,'' observes our author, 1 " comprising territories in the three ^£L a 
continents, the germs which the uniting and combining system of the cMimion. 
government of Alexander had deposited in a fruitful soil began 
to develop themselves everywhere, although with much diversity of 
form. In proportion as the national exclusiveness of the Hellenic 
character of thought vanished, and its creative inspiring power was 
less strikingly characterized by depth and intensity, increasing progress 
was made in the knowledge of the connection of phenomena, by a 
more animated and more extensive intercourse between nations, as well 
as by a generalization of the views of nature, based on argumentative 
considerations. In the Syrian kingdom, by the AttalkUe of Pergamos, 
and under the Seleucidsa and the Ptolemies, this progress was favoured 
and promoted everywhere, and almost at the same time, by distin- 
guished sovereigns, Grecian Egypt enjoyed the advantage of political 
unity, as well as that of geographical position; the influx of the Red 
Sea through the Strait of Bab-el-Mandeb to Suez and Akaba (occu- 
pying one of the S.S.E. N.N.W. fissures, of which I have elsewhere 
> Herod. It. 24. ■ Fife Col. Hare, Hilt, Gr. Lit. vol. i. p. 50. 

■ Herod, nt auto. * Stmarcand, * Humboldt, Cosmo*, p. 1 66. 
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spoken), bringing the traffic and intercourse of the Indian Ocean 
within a few miles of the coasts of the Mediterranean. 

" The kingdom of the Selencidffi did not enjov the advantages of 
sea traffic which the distribution of land and water, and the configura- 
tion of the coast line, offered to that of the Lagid*; and its stability 
was endangered by the divisions produced by the diversity of the 
nations of which the different satrapies were composed. The inter- 
1 course and traffic enjoyed by the kingdom of the Seleutidffi was meetly 
an inland one, confined either to the course of rivers or to caravan 
tracks which braved every natural obstacle — snowy mountain chains, 
lofty plateaus, and deserts. The great caravan conveying merchandise, 
of which silk was the most valuable article, travelled from the interior 
of Asia, from the high plain of the Seres, north of Uttara-Kuru, by 
the ' stone tower' probably a fortified caravanserai), south of the 
sources of the Jaxartes, to the valley of the Oxus, and to the Caspian 
and Black Seas. In the kingdom of the Lagidse, on the other hand, 
animated as was the river navigation of the Nile, and the communi- 
cation between its banks and the artificial roads along the shores of the 
Red Sea, the principal traffic was, nevertheless, in the strictest sense 
of the word, a sea traffic. In the grand views formed by Alexander, 
the newly-foonded Egyptian Alexandria, in the west, and the very 
ancient city of Babylon in the east, were designed to be the two 
metropolitan cities of the Macedonian Universal Empire. Babylon, 
however, never in later times fulfilled these expectations; and the 
flourishing prosperity of Seleucia, founded by Seleucus Nicator on the 
lower Tigris, and muted with the Euphrates by means of canals, con- 
tributed to its complete decline. 

" Three great rulers, the three first Ptolemies, whose reigns occupied 
a whole century, by their love of the sciences, by their brilliant insti- 
tutions for the promotion of intellectual cultivation, and by then 
uninterrupted endeavour* to promote and extend commerce, caused 
the knowledge of nature and of distant countries to receive a greater 
and more rapid increase than had yet been achieved by any single 
nation. This treasure of true scientific cultivation passed from the 
Greeks settled in Egypt to the Romans. Even under Ptolemy Phila- 
delphus, hardly half a century after the death of Alexander, before the 
first Punic war bad shaken the aristocratic republic of Carthage, 
Alexandria was the post of greatest commerce in the world. The 
nearest and most commodious route from the basin of the Medi- 
terranean to south-eastern Africa, Arabia, and India, was by Alex- 
andria. The Lagida availed themselves with unexampled success 
of the road which Nature had, as it were, marked out for the com- 
merce of the world by the direction of the Red Sea or Arabian 
Gulf, a route which will never be fully appreciated until the wildness 
of eastern life and the jealousies of the western powers shall both 
diminish. Even when Egypt became a Roman province, it continued 
to be the seat of almost boundless riches: the increasing luxury of Rome 
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under the Casars reacted on the land of the Nile, and sought means 
for its satisfaction principally in the universal commerce of Alexandria. 

" The important extension of the knowledge of nature and of dif- E«y>*s.Q 
ferent countries under the Lagidas was derived from the caravan traffic SSSund 
in the interior of Africa by Cyrene and the Oases; from the conquests tooognphi. 
in Ethiopia and Arabia Felix, under Ptolemy Energetes; and from J^f' 11 *" 
commerce by sea with the whole western peninsula of India, from 
the Gulf of Barygaza (Guzerat and Cambay), along the coasts of 
Canara and Malabar (Malaya- vara, territory of Malaya), to the Brah 
minical sanctuaries of Cape Comorin (Kumari), and to the great island 
of Ceylon (Lanka in the Ramayuna, and called by Alexander's COtem- 
poraries Taprobane, by the mutilation of a native name). An im- 
portant advance in nautical knowledge had previously been obtained, 
by the laborious five months' voyage of Nearchus along the coasts of 
Gedrosia and Caramania, between Pattala, at the month of the Indus, 
and the mouths of the Euphrates. Alexander's companions were not 
ignorant of the existence of the periodical winds, or monsoons, which 
favour so materially the navigation between the eastern coast of Africa 
and the northern and western coasts of India. At the end of ten 
months, spent by the Macedonians in navigating and examining the 
Indus, between Nicea on the Hydaspes, and Pattala, with the vie w of 
opening that river to the commerce of the world, Nearchus hastened, 
at the beginning of October, b. c. 326, to sail away from the mo uth Nntiai *m 
of the Indus at Stura, because he knew that his voyage to the Persian "' " R "*' 
Gulf along the coast, running on a parallel of latitude, would be 
favoured by the north-east and east monsoon. The farther knowledge 
acquired by experience of this remarkable local law of the direction of 
the wind subsequently emboldened navigators Bailing from Ocelis, in 
the Straits of Bab-el-Mandeb, to hold a direct course across the opeu 
sea to Muziris, the great mart on the Malabar coast (south of Manga- 
lore), to which, internal traffic brought articles of commerce from the 
eastern coast of the Indian peninsula, and even gold from the remote 
Chiysa (Borneo ?). The honour of being the first to apply this new Voj»g» of 
system of Indian navigation ia ascribed to an otherwise unknown Hm™"- 
mariner, Hippalus; and even the precise period at which he lived is 
doubtful. 

" Whatever brings nations together, and, by rendering large portions 
of the earth more accessible, enlarges the sphere of man's knowledge, 
belongs to the history of the contemplation of the universe. The 
opening of a water communication between the Bed Sea and the 
Mediterranean, by means of the Nile, holds an important place in this 
respect. At the part where a slender line of junction barely unites 
the two continents, and which offers the deepest maritime inlets, the 
excavation of a canal had been commenced, not indeed by the great 
Sesostrie (Ramses Miamoun), to whom Aristotle and Strabo ascribe 
it, bat by Nechos (Neku), who, however, was deterred by oracles 
given by the priests from prosecuting the undertaking. Herodotus 
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saw and described a finished canal which entered the Nile somewhere 
above Bubastis, and which was the work of the Achtemenian Darius 
Hystaspes. Ptolemy Philadelphia restored this canal, which had 
fallen into decay, in so complete a manner, that although, notwith- 
standing a skilful arrangement of locks and sluices, it was not navigable 
at all seasons of the year, it long aided and greatly promoted traffic 
with Ethiopia, Arabia, and India, continuing to do so under the Roman 
sway as late as the reign of Marcus Aurelius, and perhaps even as law 
as that of Septimus Severus, a period of four centuries and a halt 
With a similar purpose of encouraging intercourse by means of the 
Red Sea, harbour works were sedulously carried on at Myos Honno* 
and Berenice, and were connected with Coptos by the formation of an 
excellent artificial road. All these different enterprises of the Lagkfee, 
commercial as well as scientific, were based on the idea of connection 
and union, on a tendency to embrace a wider whole, remoter distances, 
larger masses, more extensive and varied relations, and greater and 
more numerous objects of contemplation. This direction of the 
Hellenic mind, so fruitful in results, had been long preparing in 
silence, and became manifested on a great scale in the expeditions 
of Alexander, in his endeavours to blend the eastern and western 
worlds. In its continued extension under the Lagida? it characterized 
the epoch which I here desire to portray, and must be regarded as 
having effected an important advance in the progressive recognition 
and knowledge of the universe as a whole." 

These profound yet comprehensive observations have so direct a 
bearing upon the whole scheme of civilization in every ara, that they 
cannot fail to commend themselves to the enlightened judgment; 
whilst, viewed as a compendium of the specific objects and results of 
Greek intellect and enterprise, as lite pioneers of science and of com- 
merce, they offer a masterly exposition of political causes and effects, 
which Ue beyond the ken of ordinary sagacity. While the ethnic 
affinities of our race have Buffered innumerable shocks, and while 
Europe itself often felt, and finally succumbed to, perturbations com- 
R«n*ntt*a municated by the wild hosts of eastern Asia, influences of a regene- 
th*°H™T!?, r rating nature have been ever the characteristics of the Hellenic and 
ind folk Italic peninsulas. Institutes of political organization and jurisprudence 
nMa ' have emanated from their shores, which have given a powerful impulse 

to that freedom and commercial enterprise which exist at the present 
day among the enlightened communities of Europe ; and not only so, 
they have innervated with the same healthy vigour the younger families 
of nations, who, in another hemisphere and in more distant lands, 
have borne aloft the high name of the great Arian family. Of this 
distinguished stock, the Hellenic tribe was a remarkable scion. That 
its original habitat, long before the name of Hellas was heard in 
Greece, was the vicinity of the Hindoo Coosh and the highlands of 
T-fldakh and Cashmire, as a section of the noble race of the Arii, who 
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gave a name to the province of Ariana, is clear both from topical and 
ethnic demonstrations. It will thns be evident that the descendants 
of an uncultivated bat nobly intellectual people, which had in distant 
ages colonized Greece from these lofty regions, returned, after centuries 
of national and mental progression, to the cradle of their race, to 
enlighten and to sway their parent land with the arts of peace and of 

But the evidences of Grecian civilization and its decay have not 
only been found scattered over the Punjab and the highlands of Balkh 
in a fortuitous manner, nor is the tope of Manikyala the only repository 
of forgotten historical facts ; other structures of a somewhat similar 
character have also given forth important revelations, either in connection 
with dynasties purely Greek or of Iudo-Scythic origin. Of such 
a nature ia the tope of Bimaran, of which the reader is here presented 
with a view. It is situated to the west of Jellalabad. 1 It is hi refer- 



ence to these and other similar sources of information, that Professor Value of 
Wilson has justly observed that " few inquiries of an archaeological ffiffijjj* 
purport have been attended with so abundant a harvest of discovery 

< Thii top* la of the second clan, and has m cimimfarace of one hundred and 
twenty-ail feet. Ita embellishments comprise a succession of arches supported on 
pilasters, enclosed with doable lines of mouldings. The reiki consist of * good- 
siied globular vase of alg or steatite, with ■ carved rover or lid, both of which 
were encircled with lines of inscriptions scratched with a stylet or other sharp- 
pointed instrument. The characters were Bactro-Pali. In the centre was standing 
a. casket of pore gold. Within the casket and steatite vase were contained a small 
metallic plate. Without were deposited lour copper coins, in excellent preservation, 
having been inserted new. They were the most useful part of the discovery, as 
enabling us with some certainty to assign the monument and its s?ra ; they were 
of the horseman type, and bearing Greek legends on the obverse, corrupt indeed, 
but allowing the titles BASTAEni BAHAEON to be distinguished on them. 
Wilson's Ariana, p. 70. 
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as those of which India has been recently the field. The results do 
not extend to so remote a period aa is necessary for the illustration of 
antiquities purely national, or for the determination of the origin rod 
ajra of the religions or political institutions of the Hindus ; bat they 
fill up in the most satisfactory manner an extensive blank in die history 
of an important part of India at an interesting period, and dissipate 
the clouds that have hong over the invasion of Alexander and that of 
Mahomed Ohori, in regard to the provinces which were the seal 
of their respective aggressions. They give us for fifteen centuries 
a variety of important circumstances relating to the political and 
religious condition of the kingdom of Bacbia and the con term inoos 
regions of Persia and Hindustan, of which we have hitherto had bat 
few and imperfect intimations, and which were heretofore altogether 
The minxa unknown." ' Our knowledge of Bactrian India was, until a very recent 
knowlidga period, extremely contracted ; and although it was known that inde- 
sfBHtita. pendent sovereignties, under Greek dynasties, existed in that country 
after the death of Alexander, yet it was only by dint of singular 
learning and industry that these disjecta membra of forgotten history 
were extracted from fragmentary classical notices and a few rare coins. 
In union with these authorities, Chinese writers of great historical 
weight had been adduced by the oriental scholarship of France, who 
narrated the fall of the Greek power before the attacks of Scythian 
princes, whose dominion stretched from the Parapomisus to the months 
of the Indus, These accounts were still farther corroborated by the 
writings of the historians of Persia and Rajpootana, who recorded the 
overthrow or dethronement of the Hindn chieftains, who were tbe 
existing rulers of Afghanistan and Smdh, at the (era of the Mahomedan 
invasion ; whence it is obvious that both Greek and barbarian dynasties 
had been already displaced by Hindu princes. Bat though we have 
thus seen that the legitimate boundary of Bactrian history was enlarged 
from classical, Chinese, and Mahomedan sources, it was still rather of 
an inferential than of a direct nature — more hypothetical than positive. 
But this is now happily changed : details of an authentic and interesting 
nature, form in no insignificant degree a concatenation of events con- 
nected with those prime eras of Bactrian rule, the Macedonian, 
Scythian, Hindu, and Mahomedan dynasties. Such are the deficiencies 
supplied within a comparatively recent period, that the " barrenness of 
" iA " Hr events has been changed to abundance. 1 Skilful research has not 
tendfmtfs. only corroborated all that was imperfectly known, but has filled up 
the meagre outline with circumstances and persons of historical truth 
and importance. The hitherto unnamed or unknown members of suc- 
cessive or synchronous dynasties, now pass before our eyes as well- 
defined individuals and in connected order; and revolutions of a 
religious as well as a political origin may be discovered, if not with all 
the minuteness we could wish, yet with a distinctness that demands 
unquestioning reliance. The means by which these additions to our 

1 Arianu, p. 2. » Ibid. p. 3. 
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knowledge of the past have been effected are the numerous monu- 
ments and coins which have been found within the period above 
specified, in Turkestan, Afghanistan, and the Punjab." 

The Arians, or the " Noble Race," as they emphatically termed TtwArim 
themselves, were known as Medea. Of tlie same distinguished stem B^° b ' f 
was the family of Darius, who in the inscriptions so wonderfully 
deciphered by Major Rawlinson called himself " an Arian of the race 
of the Arians." In ancient Indian chronicles, the " Arya Varta," or 
Noble Land, is the country extending from the eastern to the western 
sea, and bounded on the north and south by the Himalaya and 
Vindhya mountains. In the classical acceptation of the term, it 
embraces the counBies lying within the Parapomisus ou the north, 
the Indus on the east, Parthia and Carmania on the west, and the 
Indicum Pelagua on the south. The exact boundary and ultimate 
extent of the Bactrian kingdom, either before or immediately sub- 
sequent to its conquest by Alexander, does not appear to have been 
clearly defined. " The extent of the kingdom founded by the sue- Exmm of 
cessora of the Greek governors of the province of Bactria," observes £^S^ k 
Professor Wilson, " considerably exceeded the limits assigned to the kingdom. 
province by classical geographers. Its precise boundaries cannot be 
satisfactorily determined, but the numismatic illustrations which the 
history of the Bactrian kings has received render it likely that, at 
different periods and under different dynasties, the Bactrian monarchy 
comprised not only Transoxiana, but the country to the south and 
south-west, to the confines of Persia on the one band, and of India on 
the other. It is not likely, indeed, that the whole of this tract was at 
any one time under any one sovereign ; and the coins to be hereafter 
described, show that there must have been several distinct dynasties of 
more or less contemporary existence. The country was therefore, no 
doubt, partitioned amongst different branches from the original stem ; 
bxtt, in its undivided form, it was, in all likelihood, coextensive with 
the modem kingdom of Gaubul, and with the Ariana of the ancients, 
in the widest acceptation of the term. It is therefore advisable, before 
describing the coins of the several dynasties which held domination in 
this quarter of the globe, to attempt to determine what that designation 
imported, and what was the ancient condition of the countries over 
which the sway of the Bactrian Greeks waa for a short season extended. 
. . . Ariana is not mentioned by Herodotus, though he speaks of the 
Aril : he seems, however, to have had some imperfect intimation that 
this appellation, or something similar to it, was susceptible of a more 
comprehensive application than to the people of a single district, aa he 
mentions that the Persians formerly called themselves Artea, and that 
the Medea were originally denominated Arii. At a later date, the dis- 
tinction waa better understood ; and although Ptolemy takes no notice 
of Ariana, it is fully described by Strata, and is mentioned as 
including the Arii, with other people, by Pliny. It may therefore be Ari.in.na 
inferred that it was known to their chief authorities, the conte m porary *» Aril 
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s of Alexander's expedition, and that they derived it from the 
natives of the country, amongst whom it was always familiar, being 
in fact, the same as Iran, the proper appellation of ancient Persia," 1 

That the same linguistic and ethnic peculiarities distinguished in 
high antiquity the people of the Bactrian provinces that marked them 
in the time of Alexander and in the present day, may be considered as 
capable of satisfactory proof. Even up to tie Oxus and the chief 
Turcomanian regions, the language of the Taujiks, a species of abo- 
riginal Persian, is not only well understood, but is a principal agent in 
the commercial transactions of these regions. 

The early and intimate connection of Bactria with Persia has been 
so ably and distinctly traced by the learned author to whom the 
history of the Indo-Greek empire is so much indebted, that his re- 
marks upon this subject will be found peculiarly instructive and 
Oily notka weighty ; — " The first occasion on which the Bactrians make afignrem 
jinWm Grecian history is not irreconcileable with the oriental traditions, which 
represent them as little, if at all, different from the Persians. They 
were invaded, it is said, by Ninas, king of Assyria, with an army 
which bespoke the arduousness of the enterprise against their inde- 
pendence. According to Gtesias, as quoted by Diodorus Si cuius, hit 
forces amounted to two millions. Oxyartes made head against this 
host with indomitable courage, but was compelled to retreat into his 
capital, and was there besieged. This city was strong and vigoronsrr 
defended ; and Ninus despaired of its capture, when Semiiamis, who 
had joined her husband Menon, an officer in the Assyrian army, pro- 
posed a plan of attack by which the city was taken. Her share in the 
exploit introduced her to Ninus, and she became his queen and suc- 
cessor. Bactria continued to be a dependency of the Asapo-Pens 
empire, and there, it is said, Semiramis fitted out her expeditkc 
against India, which, notwithstanding the enormous extent of her pre- 
parations, terminated in her discomfiture." 
BkM* And again ; — " The inclusion of Bactria amongst the provinces of 

pnvtKe. Persia is confirmed by the statements of Herodotus, to whom we mtj 
now have recourse, not only for such particulars as were known by the 
Bactrians in his day, but also for all that can be ascertained of their 
neighbours, the people comprehended within the limits of Arism, 
taken in its widest extent, or those upon its immediate confines. Of 
the tribes so situated, the geographical position cannot always be 
satisfactorily determined, bat in some instances it can be verified from 
incidental notices in the same writer, on which conjectnre may be 
based, or from the recurrence of the names in other authors, accom- 
panied by indications, more or less positive, of the site of the people 
whom they designated."* 
BrWmmuij We have, unfortunately, no distinct notice of the exact position of 
aS™. the Greek military colonies planted by the Bactrian viceroys in the 

Trans-Oxianic regions, which must have been indispensable as the 
' Wilson's Arums, pp. 119, 130. * Ibid. p. 138. 
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vanguards of the new Hellenic dynasties. A flash of light seems to 
spread for a moment over the track of the Macedonian conqueror in 
northern India, succeeded by darkness profound and long continued. 
The pages of Arrian, forming more of a hasty military sketch-book 
than a detailed history, present us with tracts, cities, tribes, and 
rivers, whose local interest too often fades away as soon as the steps 
of the royal warrior of Macedon have quitted the Asiatic highlands. 
We are left to fortuitous or analogous conjectures relative to the 
external defences or the internal organization of the royal dynasties 
which, on the north-east, had to repel the Tartarian hordes and 
Turcoman tribes; on the west and south-west, to conciliate the 
warlike Bactrians, and to mould them into powerful allies. The 
position occupied by the princely captains of the Macedonian kingdom 
was one which, but for the intellectual rank to which they had been 
elevated by Hellenic civilization, could never have been maintained in 
such a country as Bactria. The brief season allotted both to conquest 
and consolidation of power, in consequence of the early death of 
Alexander, left no means of devising a scheme which should make 
the distant viceroys amenable to a great central and controlling power. 
Hence, after the death of Alexander, there is but too much reason to 
apprehend that the same struggles for power which distracted the 
kingdoms of the Lagide and the Seleucida 1 , must have been the cha- 
racteristic of not a few of the Jndo-Bactrian sovereignties. 

It has been truly observed by Prinsep, 1 that " there is nothing lite n 
a philosophical history, or even a true account in detail, of Alexander's jJJJ 
exploits and proceedings, in all the literature of Greece and Rome ; A1 > 
for assuredly the works of Arrian and of Quintus Curtius do not 
deserve that character." In tracing, therefore, the history of the 
colonies which Alexander planted in the east, the first difficulty 
experienced arises from the very imperfect notices banded down to ua 
of the means by which he established those colonies, of their number 
and position, of the arrangements made for their internal government, 
and, what is even of more importance, of their relation with the natives 
of the regions in which they were placed. It is well remarked by 
Professor Lassen, that Bactria and Aria, that is, the countries lying 
on either side of the Hindoo Koosh, between the Oxus and Indus 
rivers, are on the high-road of Asiatic conquest, and have been the 
tattle-field of every tribe or nation that has risen to dominion in 
the east " The history of this tract, therefore," observes the same 
high authority, " if we had it complete and continuous, would tell 
more of the history of the world, and of the great revolutions in 
language, religion, civilization, and government, which have been 
brought about by conquest, and by the admixture of races resulting 
from conquest, than that of any other country on the face of the earth. 
For the want of this history, even for the period when Greek dominion 
and the Greek language gave means and facilities for preserving it, the 

> Prinup'i Historical Remit*. 
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modem learned are driven to speculation and conjecture, groping their 
way in dark uncertainty, and putting together facta gathered here and 
there, at wide intervals, or drawing inferences from vague analogies of 
language, of features, aud of customs, whereon they build theories 
which are overturned as fast as they are constructed. It is now a 
istyet't little more than a century (1738) since Bayer wrote his treatise in 
tboQmk Latin on the Greek colonies of Bactria, and proved to conviction, as 
adonis. the same Professor observes, the neglect these regions had experienced 
from writers of antiquity, by the raeagreness of the details which his 
industry and learning could discover in their works. He gave die 
names of not more than bit kings of Greek origin whom he found 
incidentally mentioned as having reigned in these countries, but the 
dates of their accessions and deaths — even the localities of the dominion 
of several — were left, and still remain, in uncertainty. It is only 
InAnntki through coins since discovered, or by means of relics and inscriptions 
J^j^* 1 obtained in topes or tumuli, that we have made, or can hope to make, 
any advance in the knowledge of the past history of these regions 
beyond the point reached by Bayer; and the advance yet made is con- 
fined to a lengthened list of names, derived from coins of kings before 
unheard of and unknown. But the coins, either by their execution, or 
by their type and emblems, or by the titles and superscriptions, afford 
circumstances from which to draw conclusions as to the connection of 
the kings with one another, or with known dynasties of the west 
Moreover, the number and localities in which the coins are found are 
circumstances from which to deduce arguments as to the length of 
reigns and seats of government. Next to inscriptions, therefore, coins 
are the best evidence we can obtain to support or supply the want of 
history. We have a few inscriptions, likewise, but they are in the 
new Arian language, and the deciphering of them remains to be 
accomplished." ' 

When the Greeks first indulged in the favourite idea of carrying 
back into the heart of Persia those invasions and indignities which 
Greece had endured at the hands of the Achaanenidas, they could 
scarcely have anticipated the realization of the fact that lands still 
more distant would fall beneath the resistless phalanx of Mao-don. 
Though Macedon led, it was Greece that gave the impulse. If the 
royal pupil of the Stagirite was the supreme chieftain of Hellenic 
civilization, his father was equally the scholar of the great Epamei- 
nondas. How few are the royal families that have enjoyed the ad- 
vantages of a continued training, at once profoundly political and 
warlike ! 
scum*! at Speculation might busy itself in the attempt to solve the amount of 
Iad > u topical information at the disposal of the captain-general of Greece 

uV before he entered upon his arduous eastern campaign. But from two 

f i f iiiiiffiii °, uarters on 'y could the difficulties of his onward progress in, and ulti 
Aiming, mate conquest of, India be ascertained. The first lay before him in 

1 I'rimep's Historical Heaoltc, p. 5. 
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the shape of such reports as could be obtained from the hardy Greek 
traders of the Euxine, whose ancestors, for centuries before the reign 
of Philip, had been accustomed to brave the perilous hardships of the 
north-east Bactrian trade in peltry and in the Permian and South 
Uralian products. As to the sun them section of the Punjab, informa- 
tion of a trustworthy nature might very probably be obtained from the 
Persian satrapies in its more immediate vicinity. Alexander's line of 
conquest on tile northern Indus had probably been planned by means 
of intelligence gained from the Indo-Scythic chiefs who had served in 
the array of Darius. Even as early as the time of Herodotus, the 
Indian satrapy was the richest province under the sway of the invader 
of Hellas, yielding, as Herodotus informs us, six hundred talents of 
gold. Like Napoleon, none exhibited, when it pleased him, greater 
tact in conciliating and selecting hostile talent of a high order than 
Alexander. Hence it is not improbable that detailed topical, ethnic, 
or political knowledge of the last importance to the success of the 
invading force, may have been communicated to Alexander previous 
to his grand eastern expedition. That tract of country lying between 
the Hindoo Koosh and the Jaxartes, or modem Syr, was the scene of 
the northern campaign of the Macedonian king. Through the rich impon.™ 
and important possessions once thickly dotted over this region lay his »f ™ 
line of march. Justin is our authority for the fact of its containing a cMp^an. 
thousand populous cities ; and whether we look upon this amount 
either as a round number or as a rhetorical flourish, the plain fact will 
not be the less evident, that it was undoubtedly a country of busy, 
stirring traffic, of great wealth, and the grand point where not a few 
of the varied ethnological types of our race met in the vast congress of 
the barbaric and civilized world. 

Fifteen thousand disciplined troops held this important line of pos- 
sessions, in the midst of tribes as wild as they were various. Whilst 
this force was left under the command of Amynras, to keep in check 
any symptoms of insurrection, and to maintain hia communications, 
Alexander did not hesitate boldly to advance on India. It was soon 
after the rapid pursuit and the subsequent assassination of Darius that 
the conqueror returned to the Caspian. Here, in June and July, 
b. c, 330, he subdued the Manli and the rugged province of Hyrcania ; 
nor, eighty years afterwards, had the first of the Antacids any stronger 
support for the Parthian sovereignty than the colonies planted at this 
time and place by the Macedonian prince. Immediately after the 
conquest of the Mardi, Alexander marched (August and September) 
into Ariana. Susia, its then capital, received a garrison under the 
command of a Persian satrap. The winters of B.C. 330-329 found 
the cantonment of the invading army of India on the champaign 
iand of Beghram, nearly forty miles to the north of Cabal, not far 
from Charikar, a spot where the coins of the Greek Bactrian kings 
have been found in such abundance as to leave little doubt of its 
having been the capital of the district of Cabul Proper. 
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In the spring of B.C. 329, after traversing the Parapomisus with hie 
usual rapidity, and storming Drapsacus, he pushed forward along the 
course of the Oius, establishing garrisons between the Hindoo Koosh 
and that river. Here it was that, as he fled across the Oius, Bessos 
was seized by Ptolemy. In the winter of 329 B.C. Alexander halted 
at Ariaspe, the modern Hazarasp. No sooner was the season satiable 
for action, than early in B.C. 328 the indefatigable soldier marched oat 
of his cantonments, prepared by one well -organized plan to act npoo 
such a base, as should enable him not only to subdue, bat to hold, 
the extensive highlands of the Oxus and Jaxartes, which embraced the 
direct lines of northern Asiatic and European commerce. His execution 
of this project was as complete as his plan was comprehensive. " In 
the spring of B.C. 328," observes Prinsep, 1 " Alexander took the field. 
in five divisions, to reduce the entire country between the Oxus and 
Jaxartes. Spitamenes was defeated and slain at the beginning of the 
campaign, after a vain attempt to surprise Ariaspe, which confirms its 
identity with Hazarasp, a place well in advance, and therefore subject 
to such attack. The rest of the season was devoted to the reduction 
of the numerous strongholds in the upper part of Sogdiana and 
Mawar-oon-nuhur, and to the establishment of colonies and garrisons 
to hold the country subdued. The winter 328-27 it.c. was passed at 
Nautaka or Karshi, and in the spring of the year 327 it.c. Alexander 
reciossed tbe Hindoo Koosh, and from Alexandria apud Caucasian) 
commenced operations to reduce the country between that range and 
the Sofed-Koh, that is, in the K oh is tan and Cabul valley to the 
Indus. Alexander himself commanded to the north of the Kophen or 
Cabool river, and Hephcestion, with Taxiles the Indian king, took the 
route to the south. The latter, arriving first at Attock, built there 
the bridge of boats by which Alexander's army passed into the 
Punjab. Professors Lassen and Wilson follow these operations in 
considerable detail, adopting Arrian's report of them, which is con- 
firmed by what we now know of the geography of the entire tract 
For our present purpose, it is sufficient to state briefly that this entire 
country was subdued and colonized like Bactria, in the months of 
April and May, 327 b.c. In July, 327 n.c. Poms was defeated on 
the banks of the Jhelum, and the months following were spent in 
colonizing and reducing tbe Punjab, and in building a fleet for the 
defence of the Indus. 

The greater part of 326 b. c. was passed in the passage down that 
river, and in operations to reduce the different races which occupied 
its banks. At the close of the rainy season, that is, about September 
or October, 326 b.c:., Alexander commenced his return march in three 
divisions. The first, with the heavy baggage, he sent by Kandahar 
and Seestan, under Craterus. The second he led himself, by tbe sea- 
coast, through Baloochistan and Makran, to Karrnania (Karmarr). A 
third he sent by the then unexplored sea route to the Persian Golf, 

■ Historical Reunite, p. 17. 
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under Nearchus. All met at Susa, towards the close of 325 B. c., the 
greatest hardships having been encountered by Alexander himself, in 
passing the arid deserts of southern Persia. The result of these 
operations was not merely that the conquering army swept over Asia, 
leaving, like Timonr, Chungeez Khan, and Attila, marks of ravage and 
desolation only in the regions traversed, but that the whole of the wide 
tract of country from the Mediterranean to the Indus, from the Jaxartes 
and Caspian to the sea, was subdued, garrisoned, and colonized — made, 
in short, part of the Grecian empire, thus completely established in 
the east. We do not hear that anywhere the native population 
rebelled and threw off the Grecian yoke, or overpowered the garrisons 
left to maintain possession of the country, excepting only in the 
Punjab, nearly twenty years afterwards, during die troubles which 
fallowed the decease of Alexander. Everywhere else the government 
and the armies were Greek ; Hellenism was the system upon which 
the administration was organized and conducted, and society and 
religion yielded to the ascendency of this dominant principle. 

" Alexander died in the spring of the year 323 B.C., that is, in the n«ub 
second year after his return to the ancient capitals of the Persian and """ 
Assyrian kings, leaving only a posthumous son. He caught a fever in 
the marshes of Mesopotamia, while planning a fresh capital for his 
vast empire in that central region. Consequently, we can only con- 
jecture what might have been die result if his life had been spared to 
the ordinary average of human existence, or if an able successor had 
been left to perfect the arrangements he had so auspiciously com- 
menced, and to consolidate, secure, and completely Hellenize this wide 
dominion. But Alexander's empire, though only of ten years' growth, 
was by no means transient. His colonies, and their institutions, 
manners, and language, had struck deep root even in this short period, 
and we shall find that the impulse towards Hellenism had a lasting 
action in central Asia, the effects of which were felt for at least five 
hundred years after the decease of the conqueror.* 

We have presented the reader with this rapid but masterly survey of 
Hellenic action and prolonged influence, because it points out, in the most 
forcible manner, the necessity of viewing these extreme eastern settle- 
ments as the offshoot of the grand, vigorous, and comprehensive views 
of a master-spirit, centuries in advance of the commercial and political 
ideas of his time. In casting a glance over the successors of Alexander's 
kingdom on the hues of the Indus and Jaxartes — for our limits will not 
permit us to enter into detail — the complicated nature of the dynasties 
in connection with these regions will be found an obstacle to so clear a 
comprehension of the subject as the historian could desire. Thus, no 
sooner had Bactria revolted from the Syrian kings, than we find 
A nana involved in the same insurrectionary movements ; and, hence- 
forward, the specific allotment of sovereigns to those countries sepa- 
rately, or the eras of supreme autocracy over the confederated whole, 
becomes exceedingly difficult to determine. Thus the historical inquiry 
[H.O.] 2e 
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into " Ariana" draws in its train the history, more or less, of Parthia, 
(Hxurity Bactria, and the rise and fall of the Araadds. Hence it has been 
jJiSiSi justly remarked, that not only was the establishment of that dynasty 
terminology, contemporaneous with the revolt of Ariana and Bactria, and the 
relations between the three countries always intimate, bat many ot 
the Parthian kings and " kings of kings " amongst those whose coins 
and relics are the materials upon which we have to boild the new 
fabric of history, which is the result of recent discoveries. These 
obscurities, moreover, have been not a little increased br the conflicting 
terminology of Greek geographers and historians; and the extraordinary 
development of power over the Transoxianic nations exhibited by 
these warlike plantations of Alexander gave a fabulous appearance to 
facts whose difficulties have been found to have arisen from an entire 
misapplication of geographical terms; and so much so was this the 
case, that this predominant influence of the Greek-Bactrian and Altaic 
power, has been, by several writers, extended throughout the vast range 
of territory lying between the Jaxartes and the Chinese empire. With 
this fact fall before us, it is not impossible to account very satis- 
factorily for those cases in high antiquity where a mistaken ethnological 
title laid the foundation for an absurd mythology. The learned author 
of Ariana has observed,' that " the extension of the sovereignty of the 
Greek- Bactrian kings over people termed by Btrabo Phryni and Seres, 
has much perplexed the most eminent scholars, some of whom have 
carried the Bactrian supremacy to the Chinese, on the one band, and 
The Sen* the Phoenicians, on the other. By the Seres, however. Professor 
* Dds " t,m - Lassen observes, may be understood the people of the Series of 
Ptolemy, which may be identified with Kashgar and Yarkand, and 
then there would be nothing improbable in their having felt the 
Bactrian power; and the position is confirmed by the passage he cites 
from the Periegesis of Dionysius, in which the Phryni and Seres are 
associated with the Tokhari, or people of Tokharestan. This leaves 
little doubt that some of the Bactrian princes attempted to establish 
their authority over the nations to the north-east of TransoxiaiM, 
although the precise extent of their conquests in that direction was 
not very distinctly defined. Whatever accessions to their territory 
they may have thus acquired were not long enough in their possessor! 
to become familiar to their historians. 

" In the first century of the Christian era the Greeks had been dis- 
possessed of the countries along the Indus by the Scythians; and, 
accordingly, by the geographers and travellers of that period, we find 
the Indo-Scythi located in this direction, and the denomination Scythii 
applied to the province of Sindh. It would seem, however, that, by 
the lime of the author of the Periplus, some other political revolutions 
had been effected, as he describes the government of the country as 
being in the hands of a tribe of Parttnans, divided into two partis : 
each party, as it prevailed, chose a king out of its own body, and 
> Pag* 2 12. 
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irons out the king of the opposite faction. The account may, perhaps, 
admit of correction upon the evidence afforded by the coins of this 
period ; and, instead of two factions of Parthians, we may rather 
suspect that the contest alluded to was a straggle between Parthian 
and Scythian princes for the possession of Sindh." 

We have considered it necessary to make these prefatory remarks, 
supported by the highest authority, which we have here given at con- 
siderable length, because the materials for forming a full, regular, and 
consecutive history of the external or internal history of the Indo- 
Greek kingdom, do not yet exist, notwithstanding the wonderful light 
recently thrown upon portions of that dynasty, which, till recently, 
were in a state of total obscurity. Bearing in mind these observations, 
we would now enter on a survey of the chief 



BUWEQUENT 

The officer appointed to the command of the important province of 
Bactria, on its subjugation by Alexander, was Artabazus. As early as £J™ 
b.c. 356, we find this Persian the powerful satrap of western Asia; 
so powerful, indeed, as to refuse obedience to Artaxenea the Third. 
After a continued course of vigorous warfare, in which he contrived to 
gain the aid of Athenian and Bceotian allies, by whose assistance he 
succeeded in defeating the royal lieutenants in two great battles, he 
was at length obliged, by the secession of his allies, to take refuge with 
Philip of Macedou. In b. c 349, we And Artabazus again restored to 
favour at the Persian court, at the earnest entreaties of Mentor. Not- 
withstanding his disgrace in the reign of Artaxerxes the Third, Arta- 
bazus proved himself a devoted parbzan of his successor, Darius 
Codomannos, distinguishing himself at the battle of Arbela, B.C. 331, 
and accompanying Darius in his flight. It was after the death of that 
unfortunate monarch, it. c. 330, that Alexander committed to his charge 
the satrapy of Bactria, his daughter becoming, by the Macedonian 
prince, the mother of Heracles. The Persian satrap, however, did not 
long enjoy bis new dignity, which, in consequence of his advanced age, 
be resigned B.C. S2S. Arrian informs us that his viceroyalty was 
given to deltas ; by others we are told that he was succeeded by 
Amyntas, the son of Nicolaus. Though authorities are not agreed as 
to the name of the governor of Bactria after the death of Alexander 
(June, B.C. 323), we are informed by Arrian that Stasanor, a native of 
Soli, in Cyprus, received that appointment from Antipater, together 
with that of governor of Sogdiana. 1 

Subsequent to the general peace between Alexander's successors, 

1 Diodonu calls him Philip, (the governor of Parthia, according to Arrian) ; and 
he aaiigns Aria and Drangiana to Stasanor, in which Deiippna concilia. Joatin 
and Oroains term the governor of the Bactriana, Amyntas. Whoever it might be 
that was intonated with the charge, he wee, during the eonteata among Alexander 1 ! 
general a, bat little interfered with, and enjoyed real if not nominal sovereignty. 
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b.c. 311, Seleucos, being left in peaceable possession of his dominion*, 
began to make preparations for the recovery of the Indian conquests of 
Alexander. This expedition, however, does not appear to have set 
forward till somewhere Dear the veer B. c 302 — in fact, only a short 
period previous to the contest with ADtigonus. 

How far Seleucus penetrated into India is not known, though the 
expedition itself is acknowledged to have been a total failure, Selencrn 
ceded to Chandragapta (the Sandracoptus of classical authors) his con- 
quests id the Punjab and in the Parapomisus, receiving in return fire 
hundred war elephants. A matrimonial alliance between the Indian 
and Syrian princes cemented the peace. 

" When Seleucos engaged in his Indian expedition," observes the 
author of Ariaua,' " which ended in his alliance with Cbandragnpt*, 
he took that opportunity of recalling the governor of Bactria to a sen* 
of subordination, and very probably recruited his army with the martial 
inhabitants of the country. The victory over his competitors, which 
soon followed bis return to Babylon, gave him the undisputed mastery 
of Asia ; and Bactria continued for about fifty years to be, aa it had 
before been, a province of Persia. In confirmation of this dependence, 
the coins of Seleucus and Antiochtts have been found in some numbers 
at Balkh and Bokhara." 

In the reign of Antiochns Theos, the third prince of the Selearidm 
dynasty, B.C. 261, he became engaged in war with Ptolemy Phila- 
delphns, king of Egypt, which lasted for a considerable time, greatly 
weakening the Syrian power. Hence, taking advantage of this poli- 
tical feebleness, we find Arsaces establishing the formidable Parthian 
empire, b.c. 250. Another remote province soon added to the dis- 
traction of the Seleucidan councils, by throwing off its allegiance to 
the Syrian kingdom. It was the basis of the 

INDO-GBEKK DYNASTY. 

Theodottjs, b. 0. 256-260. 

Theodotns, or, as he is called by Strabo, Diodotus, the governor of 

Bactria, was the founder of a Greek dynasty that continued to exist 

for a period of more than one hundred and fifty years. The peculiar 

position, both political and geographical, in which Theodotns was 

E* ced, gave unusual facilities for the acquisition and consolidation of 
power. " The death of Antiochos, observes Professor Wilson' 
(of whose perspicuous and learned account, of this dynasty we avail 
ourselves to the period of Eukratides), " and the hostilities in which 
his successor, Seleucus Callinicus, was at first engaged with Ptolemy 
Euergetes, and then with his own brother Antiochus Hierax, afforded 
to Theodotua an opportunity of gathering strength ; and he was pos- 
sibly in some sort confirmed by Seleucus, as an inducement to him to 
combine in operations against the second Arsacidan king, Tiridatcs. 
1 Page 215. 
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Whether he assisted Seleucus in that invasion of Parthia by which 
Tiridates wag compelled to become a fugitive, is nowhere stated ; bnt 
it seems not unlikely ; and hia death may have been one of the causes 
which facilitated the recovery of Parthia by Tiridates, as is intimated 
by Justin. These transactions enable as to form a plausible con- 
jecture as to the termination of his reign, which has been placed 
B-c. 243. This may be a very few years too soon, for as Seleucus 
Callinicus ascended the throne only b. c. 246, it may be doubted if in 
three years subsequent he was at leisure to prosecute schemes of con- 
quest on his eastern frontier. The difference, however, cannot be 
considerable; perhaps b.c. 240 may be taken as an approximation. 

Theodotos II., b. c. 240. 

" That the accession of the second Theodotos took place in the nwndMiu 
interval between the first and second expedition of Selencus into "■ 
Parthia cannot be doubted, from the change that has been recorded of 
Bacttian policy in the commencement of his reign. Seleucus having Sainm 
been recalled to Syria by new commotions, afforded Tiridates the gjjjj'.'' 1 w 
means of recovering his dominions. In this be was aided by the 
second Theodoras, who made common cause with the Parthian, and 
probably enabled him to defeat and take prisoner the Seleucidan 
monarch. It has been conjectured that the captivity of Seleucus took 
place in the middle of his reign, or b. c. 236, and continued to the end 
of it, or B.C. 226. There is no sufficient authority for these dates, but 
it seems not unlikely that the capture of Seleucus took place after the 
earlier of the two. 

** That Tiridates availed himself of his triumph over Seleucus to 
extend and consolidate the Parthian monarchy was no more than was 
to have been expected from his vigorous character and long reign ; 
and there is no improbability in the assertion that his alliance with 
Tbeodotus II. did not long continue uninterrupted, and that he 
deprived his former ally of a portion of hia possessions. It was chiefly, 
however, to the west and south, in Hyrcania and Media, that Parthia 
spread at this season ; and Bactria was not seriously endangered. The 
hostile disposition of Tiridates may, however, have favoured, and his 
policy may have fomented, discontents in Bactria which cut short the 
reign of its king, and led to an interval of domestic anarchy which 
ended in the accession of a stranger to the throne. 

Eutbydemus, b. c 220-190. 
" It has been affirmed in a passage from Strabo, that Euthydemus EatW«u 
was the founder of the Bactrian kingdom, but this is irreconcileable 
with the positive assertions of other authorities; and the passage 
probably refers only to his having founded a new dynasty, by wresting 
the sovereignty either from Theodotus II. or some of bis descendants, 
a transaction which, when hard pressed by Antiocbas the Great, he 
pleaded in deprecation of that prince's resentment 

:. Google 
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" Although not in possession of any connected account of the reign of 

Euthydemus, various interesting circumstances relating to it have been 

preserved by Polybius ; and as he flourished 

but a few years subsequent to the events be 

records, he may be regarded as sufficient 

authority, as far as the imperfect remain 

we have of his writings extend. According 

to him, Euthydemus was a Magnesian who, 

upon being defeated by Antiochus, sent to 

him to represent that the king acted unjustly 

towards him in seeking to dispossess him of 

his dominions, for be was not the author of 

Eaiwemui *k* revolt > n Baetria, but had acquired that 

kingdom by overcoming the descendants of 

those who bad first rebelled. This serves as a satisfactory comment 

upon the text of Strabo. 

" After the partial subjugation of Artabarras, the third Arsaddsa 
prince, Antiochus, moved eastward against Baetria. Euthydemus 
stationed a body of horse to guard the banks of the Arias, and 
encamped with his main army at the city of Tapanria. In this 
we have, no doubt, some trace of the modem name of the province of 
Taberistan, whilst the Arius is the river of Herat, showing that the 
kingdom of Baetria extended in this direction to the Alburz mountains 
at least, and in all probability it had been, prior to the invasion of 
Antiochus, carried into Drangiana and Arachosia. Antiochus marched 
to the river, and in an action with the Bectrian cavalry was wounded 
in the mouth: but he defeated them, and Euthydemus, alarmed, fell 
back upon Zariaspa, the capital of Baetria, Hence he sent the remon- 
strance above cited, and a solicitation to be permitted to retain the 
name and authority of king; urging that his independence was of 
political importance to Antiochus, as well as to himself; as, if his 
principality was enfeebled, it would no longer be able to act as a 
barrier against the nomadic Scythians on the frontier, and the provinces 
of Persia would speedily be overrun by them, thus indicating the 
perilous position of the Bactrian princes, and the proximity, even at 
this early period, of the enemies by whom they were subsequently 
overpowered. Antiochus admitted the reasonableness of the plea, 
and, having demanded from Euthydemus all his elephants, crossed the 
Caucasus, on his expedition to India, where he formed an alliance with 
Sophagasenus, a name undeniably of Indian origin, although not 
identifiable with any in the usual list of kings. The accession of 
Euthydemus, as calculated by Bayer and adopted by Viscouti, is 
B.C. 220. M. R. Eocbette would carry it a few years further back, 
but he proposes no fixed limit, and offers no positive objection. 
Professor Lassen, on the other hand, reduces it as low as B.C. 209; 
but this is scarcely reconcileable with the invasion of Antiochus, which 
must have been prior to this date, and which found, apparently, 
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Eutbydemos fully in possession of the sovereignty of Bactria. There 
is nothing improbable in his having been king for some years at that 
period. That he reigned also for a like term subsequently is also 
probable, as the return of Antiochus to western Asia in B.C. 205, and 
bis engaging in schemes for the extension of his dominions towards 
Egypt, must have first favoured, or indeed permitted, the attempts of 
the Bactrian king to extend bis authority in the direction of the Paro- 
pamisua, either in person or by the instrumentality of his son. 

Demetrius, B.C. ISO. 

" After the negotiations between Eothydemus and Antiochus had 
been carried on for some time, the former sent to the camp of the 
latter his son Demetrius to bring them to a conclusion. Antiochus, 
according to Poly bins, was much pleased with the youth, and pro- . 
notmced him, from his appearance and manners, worthy of royalty; he 
also promised to give him one of his daughters in marriage. We 
have, therefore, full evidence of the relation borne by Demetrius to 
Eothydemus, and that about the year b.c. 210 he was very young, 
probably little more than a boy, and not of marriageable years. 

" The place filled by Demetrius in the history of Bactria is a subject 
of some difficulty. The notices of him by classical writers are few and 
scanty, and connect him less with Bactria than India. Bayer, there- 
fore, concludes that he never reigned in the former country ; in which 
he has been followed by Visconti and other eminent scholars. Now 
these conclusions are proved to be wholly erroneous, for all the coins 
of Demetrius designate him as ' king,' and represent him with the 
fillet of royalty; and hitherto they have been almost wholly found in 
Bactria Proper. He was, therefore, undoubtedly ' king,' and was as 
certainly king of Bactria, after hia father. 

" But there is positive testimony that be effected conquests and Notice* of 
held sovereignty in India, that is, on the south of the Hindu Kusb. ^I^cT" 
Strabo, speaking of the extension of the territories of the Bactrian -riim. 
kings towards India, says, some of them were acquired by Menander, 
some by Demetrius, the son of the king of Bactria, Euthydemus ; and 
Justin terms Demetrius king of the Indians, who besieged Eukratides 
for five months in vain, and in the end was deprived by that prince of 
bis Indian possessions. 

" It has been concluded from the first passage that Menander was 
contemporary with Demetrius, and that he usurped from him the suc- 
cession to the Bactrian kingdom ; but this by no means follows from 
Strabo's text, which simply states that the two princes specified were 
conquerors in India, without regard to their chronological order. It 
may, indeed, be inferred that the conquests of Demetrius were made, 
not whilst be was king, but in his father's lifetime, since Strabo desig- 
nates him as the * son of the king j ' and this will explain why none of 
his coins have been found even at Begram, where those of his father 
are comparatively not uncommon. That the Indian victories of 
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o Demetrius are alluded to upon his coins, by the peculiarity of bis 
,f helmet, which is found in imitation of the head and trunk of an 
elephant, is not improbable; but the use of the elephant in war 
was not unknown to the Bactrian kings, as Euthyderaos is said to 
have been compelled to relinquish ail his elephants to Aiitjochus. No 
great weight, therefore, can be attached to this peculiarity. If any 
extension of territory in India was effected by Demetrius during the 
lifetime of Euthydemus, it most have been towards the close or that 
king's reign, as the prince would have been too young to have been 
sent upon such an expedition at an earlier period. There was also, at 
this time, additional inducement to an invasion, not of India Proper, 
but of the countries on the west of the Indus, south of the Paropa- 
misus. Antiochus, on his return to India, had ceded these provinces 
to his ally Sophagasenns, and the Greek princes of Bactria most hare 
looked on this cession with uneasy feelings, as it was a mutilation, 
not only of their own dominions, but of the general body of the Greek 
eastern empire, and it was to be expected that they would endeavour 
to effect their recovery. It is likely, therefore, that the Paropamisus, 
Arachosia, and Drangisna would have been the direction to which the 
arms of Euthydemus and Demetrius were chiefly carried ; and the per- 
severing attempts of the latter to recover their southern provinces rosy 
have afforded an opportunity to Enkratides to dispossess him of Bactria 
itself. After a short reign, therefore, in his patrimonial possessions, 
he was driven to fix himself to the south of the mountains, as Bayer 
suggests, and where it is said stood the city of Dementias, of which 
he was possibly the founder. In this position he remained for the 
rest of his lite, persisting in fruitless attempts to harass Enkratides, 
especially when the latter also crossed the mountains, and established 
his authority in the Kohistan of KabuL" 

It is obvious, although a great and increasing light has been thrown 
upon Indo-Greek history, by the profound learning of the eminent 
scholar to whose writings we have been so deeply indebted, that the 
induction of facts from a numismatic basis, aided even by the scattered 
notices contained in classical authors, must increase rather thou assuage 
the thirst that is felt for that information, that is alone to be supplied 
by the detailed accounts of the historian. The loss of this kind of 
invaluable authority is, perhaps, nowhere to be more regretted in 
the Indo-Greek dynasties, than in that of Eukratides, We learn 
quite sufficient, through the media of coins and of slight historical 
notices, to feel satisfied that Enkratides must have been a prince of no 
ordinary political and military power. Though authorities differ con- 
siderably as to the termination of his reign, 1 that fixed upon for its 



it of the reign of Eukntidte there i* no rtnson to dissent 
from the data conjectured for it by Bayer, or B. C. 181. The close of it h l*M 
Mtitrsctorily appreciable : if the oonqnesU of Hithridate* occurred in his reign, it 
mart hiv* extended to some period between b. c. 160 and 135; the former ii pre- 
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by Bayer, and adopted by Professor Wilson, whose 
system we here follow, is as follows : — 

ErjKRATIDES, B. C. 181.' 

This prince, though totally unconnected with Euthydemus, is uni- 
formly acknowledged to be the successor of Demetrius. The original 
seat of his govern merit, in which he first 
appears more in the capacity of a partizan 
chief than a powerful monarch, seems to 
have been Bactria. The title of " Maha- 
rajasa," or " Great King," which is found 
upon his coins, most have been assumed 
subsequent to his conquests to the south 
of the Hindoo Coosh. Eukratides was 
the first sovereign who, if we are to be 
guided by the numismatic discoveries 
hitherto made, issued a coinage of bilin- 
gual character. Justin notices the suc- 
cessive conflicts — nearly all of them Enkiuidn the om. 
favourable — in which Eukratides was 

engaged. On bis final victory over Agathocles, his rival, his con- E ^™j v " 
quests assumed a truly formidable character. He became the Eu™tid« 
undisputed autocrat of the vast countries embraced by the Punjab, 
Sind, Parthia, and the Indus, at which time, also, he seems to have 
annexed to his Arian territories additional Indian districts. It was on 
the homeward march of Eukratides that he met bis death from the 
hand of his son ; but neither is the name of the parricide recorded, nor 
have we any means of arriving at the exact date of the tragical event. 
If we may credit Justin, however, the traitorous prince appears to 
have been associated in the imperial throne, which, in fact, seems to 
convey the idea that the assassination was perpetrated with the object 
of gaining a more early possession of the entire sovereign dignity than 
would, by the course of nature, have fallen to his lot. 

" That the reign of Eukratides was a long one is evidenced by the 
abundance of his coins. They are found plentifully in Bactria Proper, 
and in immense numbers at Begbxam, affording evidence both of bis 
Bactrian and his Indian sovereignty. According to Strabo, his autho- 
rity extended beyond the Indus, where he was lord of a thousand 
cities. This has not been confirmed by the discovery of his coins in 
the Punjab, but undoubtedly he was sovereign of the country west of 
the Indus, and may have held possession on the east of the river. 



If, » ii i 



1 Coatemporarr with Arucu VI. (Mithrid»te» I.), the Psrthiin king. 
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According to classical authority, his Indian conquests were amongst 
the last acts of his life, as upon his return from them be was pot to 
death by his sod. It is not likely, however, that he would have 
engaged in such enterprises, if Mithridates had not been pressing upon 
him in a different direction ; and still less is it possible that he and 
the Parthian at the very same time subjugated the very same country. 
The Indian victories of Eukratides must have been effected before 
Mithridates advanced so far to the east; and if he died on his 
return from them, he died some years earlier than his Parthian con- 
temporary." 

Heliocles, b.c. 147 ob 155. 
Heliocles, the successor of Eukratides, who now succeeded to a 
throne stained by a parent's blood, is said not only to have perpetrated 
but to have gloried in the perpetration of his base and inhuman act. 
Possibly, the ruling motives which induced the commission of this 
crime may have been, not only the early possession of the crown, bat 
a vehement desire to rescue from the grasp of Parthia some of the 
western satrapies which had been given up to Mithridates. It was 
9 subsequent to this parricide that Heliocles assumed the title of 
" Dikieus." Heliocles, however, if we may infer from events, was 
not possessed of either the warlike or political abilities of his father ; 
for it is ascertained that the Parthians increased in their invasive pro- 
gress from the west, while the great Scythic tribes began to press 
upon the resources of the Bactrian kingdom from the north ; so much 
so, that it is extremely improbable that the Greeks held any pos- 
sessions to the north of the Parapomisus for any considerable tune 
after the death of Heliocles. Nor is there any doubt but that the 
Greek Bactrian role was as violently shaken by intestine commotions 
from within as from barbarian incursions. The existence of numerous 
Greek princes of this era, preserved in not a few coins, form an ample 
testimony to this fact. 

" We have," says Professor Wilson, " for the period of probably 
about a century, at least twelve princes of genuine Greek nomenclature, 
of some of whom it may be inferred, that they governed for many 
years extensive territories. They cannot, then, have reigned in suc- 
cession ; some of them must have been contemporary from the time of 
Eukratides, and even earlier. They were, no doubt, often hostile, 
setting up and pulling down dynasties: which of them were con- 
nected, which distinct, it is no easy matter to conjecture; and all 
conjectures hazarded on the imperfect data in our possession must 
be liable to so many sources of error, that they cannot be offered with 



We are now entering upon a period barren of any strictly historical 
information. Meanwhile, however, the chronological position of suc- 
cessive Greek princes is closely marked by the valuable not 

1 Wilson, AriiDB, p. 9SS. 
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discoveries which oriental enterprise and sagacious research have 
placed within oar reach. By this means we hold a record of — 

Lysias, B. 0,147. 

Agathoclea (her date not known). 

Antimachus, B.C. 140. 

Philoxenes, B.C. 130. 

Antalkides, B.C. 135. 

Arehelans, B.C. 125-120. 

Menander, b. c. 126. 

Here history steps in to die aid of numismatic science. Menander Vktorin of 
appears to have been distinguished among those Bactrian princes by SamtSr 
whose valour the eastern limits of the Indo-Greek settlements were Indu. 
considerably extended. He not only pushed forward his conquests to 
the Jumna and the Sutlej, but be seems to have been equally suc- 
cessful in his victories on the southern Indus, since his coins were 
current on the coast of Guzerat during the first century of our era. 

The numismatic discoveries, however, in connection with this prince, 
though not strictly authorizing us to style Menander a king of Boctria 
(though he is spoken of both by Arrian and Plutarch under that desig- 
nation), yet lead as to infer his rule over an extensive region, varying 
from the Hindoo Coosh to the sea-board of Scinde. " That Alex- 
ander," observes Professor Wilson, " was never king of Bactria, is to 
be inferred from the total absence of any tetrachdrams, or any other 
coins, silver or copper, with a monolingual inscription." 1 

Plutarch is our authority for an anecdote, in connection with 
Menander, which would be still more entitled to credit, did not the 
whole scope of the narrative merge so completely into the counterpart 
of Buddhistic practice. So much was this prince beloved, we are 
told, that, on the occurrence of his death in camp, not a few cities 
contended for the possession of bis remains. This dispute, which 
appears to be the mere reflex of the history of Sakya Sinha, was at 
length accommodated by a mutual agreement to divide among the 
eight cities, which disputed the charge of the princely relics, the ashes 
of Menander. Each of these cities raised magnificent topes, in which 
the remains of their prince were respectively enshrined. 

Menander was the first king of the oriental Greek dynasties that 
assumed the title of Soter, a name not improbably prompted by that 
of Demetrius, the Syrian Soter. The coinage of Menander is decidedly 
of a warlike cast, and coincides with the inferences to be drawn from 
various intimations of extensive conquests in India. 

Afollodottjs, B.G 110, 
always stands connected inferentially, from the same authorities, in the 
same order of time with Menander. " Soter" is a title also borne by 
Apollodotua as well as by Menander. The Scythian, costume, how- 

■«-■ 
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ever, and the style and title of " king of kings," demonstrate tie rapid 
tendency to a barbaric period. 1 
i As we are now rapidly approaching that period when the contacted 
domains of the Greek Bectrian empire fade from the historical horizon, 
it is simply necessary for lis to maintain the same connection of numis- 
matic chronology which we have already observed, which will then 
bring us in contact with the barbaric period. The incidents standing 
in connection with these relics of the Greek name and power are so 
few and indistinctly recorded, that the bare notice of the name alone 
will be more satisfactory than any inferential process of restoration, 
which might possibly lead to error. The two following princes, there- 
fore, may be thus tabulated in succession to Apollodotus : — 

Diomedes, B.C. 100. 

Hennasus, B.C. 98. 
Followed by 

The Baku aric Kings, b.c 90. 
The same vast impulsive shocks which, from the extreme east, were 
communicated to southern Europe in the days of Attila, had, at irre- 
gular intervals, over- 
thrown Arian civiliza- 
tion, centuries previous 
to that era of Italian 
devastation ; and this 
rain was, by the same 
perturbation, extended 
to distant lands. Though 
i the superior^ of the 
intellectual race never 
[ omitted to vindicate its 
just position as the 
ruling political element, 
still the temporary pos- 
session of power by the 
nomadic tribes of East- 
em Asia rarely failed to 
produce a retrograde 
CoinoftheKiTi.rkMDTmrT. civilization. The con- 

vulsions of central Asia, 
by which barbarous hordes were impelled upon the nomadic races 
who bad for a succession of ages occupied the regions of the Jaxartes, 
at length affected in their turn the Greek Bactrian kingdom. Chinese 
authorities, taken in combination with classical and Indian sources of 
information, give us almost a synchronistic view of these Scythic 
warlike progressions. 

' The copper onus of Apollodotni present a figure of Apollo, and on the obnrn 
ii the tripod. 



About B.C. 200, the Yu-chi, a people of the upper Hohang-ho, and innnntmoi 
the territory to the west of Chen-si, were expelled from these their U^ ™" 15 
ancient possessions by the Hioung-nou, or Huns. Pressed by the 
rapid pursuit of their savage foe, the Yu-chi fled in two divisions : 
while the majority of the race took a westerly direction, the remainder 
turned to the south, seeking refuge in Thibet, The great western 
band now encountered, near the river Hi, a people whom the Chinese 
historians have called the Szu, or Sai, supposed to be the Sake of 
European historians. The Sake were driven across the Jaxartes, and 
the Yu-chi, following them, divided with them the regions lying to the 
south of that river. The U-siun, another nomadic race, after pressing 
on the Yu-chi, seized on the regions lying between the Caspian and 
the Oeus, In the Hindu records there are notices of a great Turushka, 
or Turkish dynasty, ruling in Casbmire at an era of great antiquity ; 
nor is it improbable that the victorious settlements of the Scythic 
races in Bactria and Parthia, may have been mainly indebted for their 
success to the fact of some ethnical affinity between the old and new 
possessors of the trans-Himalayan regions. A union of these people 
would necessarily have made them resistless. The great western 
movement gave off a section of the race that nearly about the Christian 
era laid the foundation of a sovereignty that corresponded with the 
territories of the kingdom of Cabul. 

" This extension," observes Professor Wilson,' " was facilitated by 
die essential identity of the different immigrant tribes, who, although 
distinguished by various denominations, and often at variance with 
each other, were branches of that great Turkish race which, according Tuimiiin 
to Persian tradition, occupied Turan, or central Asia, from the Caspian dyT. 
to China. It seems most consistent with the historical facts which are 
derivable from the Byzantine writers and Indian traditions, to believe 
that, in the series of irruptions from the north-east which commenced 
about a century before our era, the Sakas took the lead ; that they 
■were repelled from the frontiers of India, and fell back towards 
Persia, with which kingdom they are found connected as late as the 
third and fourth centuries. 

" After them came the Yu-chi, who established themselves along Th. y«m. 
the course of the Indus, between the Sakas and India, where they 
were in power for several centuries, constituting the Indo-Scythi of 
the classical geographers, and not improbably leaving traces of their 
designation as Getse, in the Jits, Jats, or Juts, who are found in 
western Hindustan, and particularly on the Indus.'** 

The conquests of the Scythians would undoubtedly have taken place 
at an earlier period, bad they not encountered a formidable foe in the 
Partbians. The contest with Phraates continued for a period of two 
years, at which time (b,c. 128) this monarch was slain. Artabsnus, 
his successor, snared the same fate, B.C. 125. In Menander the 
Scythians found a formidable enemy. 

■ Ariua, ut onto. ' Ibid. p. 305. 
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contradiction to the precepts of Islam, and still more to its spirit, the; 
preserved the symbols of the Hindu religion upon their coins. Even 
the Mahometan kings of Delhi were shown to abandon this practice, 
and it was not until the accession of the dynasty of Ghiljs that it was 
totally relinquished. From this time forward, the principal cnrraicy 
of India became entirely Mahomedan ; until, in our own days, the 
coinage of the East Indian Company, with European blazonry and 
with English inscriptions, has supplanted the texts of the Koran and 
the pompous titles of the Mogul ; the numismatic records of Indian 
history thus faithfully following the destinies of the country for mac 
than two thousand years." 



RETROSPECT. 



We have now taken an extensive Survey of the most purely inteuec- 
■ tual nation with which history has made us acquainted. That portion 
of the inner life of the Hellenic race, whose record, seen through 
the dim haze of antiquity, has been denominated " Mythology" and 
" Heroic Legend," has been the subject of keen scrutiny in the 
earlier part of this work. There is a vitality and a substantiality in 
not a few of these agencies that forbid the reflecting mind to class 
them with the results of inventive psychology. It may not, however, 
be unimportant to the sound comprehension of inductive tenth, 
to state briefly, and in a simple form, a canon which may enable the 
inquisitive student of truth to discriminate between a pure mvthns 
and history ill recorded. 

Guided by the plain axiom that " like produces like," the historical 
student will at once see that physical and political substantialities, 
wherever they have existed, must have proceeded from substantial 
agencies. Hence, whenever the names of towns, bribes, and moun- 
tains, are found to have had an existence alike in the niythologic, 
legendary, and historical eras, whenever architectural relics are found 
associated in the same triple form, it matters not what fantasies of 
imagination may have overlaid the temple of Time with exuberant 
ornament, the names, the races, and the buildings are historical truths, 
not to be shaken by brilliant though harmless coruscations of fancy. 
It matters little whether, following genealogy, we be called mythokv 
gists for believing that there ever existed a King Hellen, Ion, or I talus, 
— that with which we are concerned is purely historical, vjr., the 
reality of Hellenes, lonians, and Italians. Even if Taygebs be ctfaJ 
a favourite of Zeus and the mother of Lacedamon, and is thus the 
eponymus of Mount Taygetus, this physical feature of southern Green 
is a fact too historical and too geographical to be affected by the 
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poetic form in which it appears before us. It remains an irrefutable 
trntfa. So the terms Asia and Europe are perfectly historical in their 
■pes, and their bases must be equally so, and die tribes which first 
gave these names were as real as the title of these their settlements 
was historical. Argos, Orchomenus, and the treasure-house of the 
Hinyce, may be classed in the same category. 

Many of the heroic agencies are placed in an historical position by 
the foundation of colonies, by new political systems, and by the sub- 
stantialities of architectural relics. Historical details indeed may be 
wanting to till up these broad outlines, around which imagination or 
garbled tradition may have thrown a dim mist ; but still these outlines 
are as essentially facts as the people standing in connection with them. 
'* When history," observes the great author of Cosmos, " so far as it is opinion* of 
founded on certain and distinctly-expressed testimony is silent, there Jj,"^^^ 
remain only different degrees of probability ; but an absolute denial of >tUuuh. 
every fact in the world's history, of which the evidence is not perfectly 
distinct, appears to be no happy application of philologic and historic 



He wbo reflects that the only nations who have ever possessed con- 
secutive chronicles of vast relative antiquity, have been those whose 
government was based upon theurgic or mytho-thmirgic principles, such 
as the Hebrews and Egyptians, 1 will easily perceive that the absence 
of all collegiate dogma in the ruling power, necessarily implies action 
rather than record.* Hence the deficiency of minute detail in early 
Greek and Roman nationality. There is however, in the life of nations 
as of individuals, an involuntary record. On this the pen of the histo- 
rian has never busied itself; — it lies it is true, somewhat below the 
surface, bat it is not the less valuable that we are obliged to dig for the 



The races of men who formed the populations of Southern Europe 
antecedent to the Hellenic and Roman stocks, may from topical and 
tribal designations be as distinctly referred to the Caucaso-Turanian 
family, as the Greek and Latin may be to the pore Arian : nor is it 
a met of trifling import that many of the genealogic titles of Greek 
and Roman divinities have a closer connexion with the Tibetan than the 
Caucasian dialects ; and what is still more singular, these divinities 
nearly always represent vanquished and detested agencies. Here, then, 
the student will remark a more ancient historical terminology, which 
in its turn formed the basis of a less ancient mythns. Agency there- 
fore preceded invention. In other words, historical identity was 
antecedent to deification. 

The inquisitive mind, may not unprofitably be employed, by the 
contemplation of a process taking place upon the shores of the Medi- 

■ Humboldt*! Cannot, p. xxxri, notes. 

1 To then may be added the Chaldasna, Etmsoum, and Brahmins, whosa records 
have either been swept away by conquest or obscured by Inwion. 
' Quia. negotleiaaimua qnisque agera qnam dioara male bit.— ■Stll urt. 
[H. O.] 2 P 
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teranean at a very ancient period, similar to that which, thirteen 
centuries before our era, marked the advent and political progress of 
the Eastern branches of the Hellenic family, on the great northern 
barriers of the Himalaya. An analogy of no trivial weight would 
point to a similar conquest and headship of the Western Arians m 
Greece — and the conquest and expulsion of the aboriginal Turanian 
stock. Such an analogy would rationally explain the non-Hellenic voca- 
bles belonging to the mythological and geographical system of Greece. 
The historical period of Greece ranges from the chronological sta- 
dium of the Olympiads. Bat the most distinct chronological data did 
not prevent, nearly a century after the Olympiads, the singular record 
of events connected with the Measenian wars, and its hero Aristomenes 
— records as completely romantic as many of the details of the Trojan 
war, the Argonautic expedition, or the siege of Thebes. The same 
rigid canon then, that would exclude from the page of history the 
Trojan war, because it possessed ultra-romantic incidents, must equally 
exclude from the same page the long conflict of Messeuia for her inde- 
pendence. The other great landmarks of Hellenic existence have 
been successively noticed in these volumes under the heads of the 
Persian invasion of Greece, the Peloponnesian war, the expedition 
of the ten thousand, the autocracy of Alexander, the empire of his 
y successors, the Roman supremacy, and the Indo-Greek kingdom. It 
* is impossible for the contemplative mind to survey the varied for- 
tunes of the Greek branch of the Arian family, without emotions 
of the most lively sympathy and without instruction of the moat 
valuable nature. The statesman, (he warrior, the historian and the 
poet, — the lover of the fine arts and the admirer of physical perfection, 
will find in this noble people the psychological representative of the 
richest endowments of nature. The first will, however, at the same 
time, have contemplated a noble race, who though individually pos- 
sessing the most admirable qualifications, physical and mental, yet fell 
a political victim to isolated jealousies, and to a government as decen- 
tralized and ruinous, as that which, on the other hand, swallows np all 
independence, by centralizing in a single city the entire power and 
patronage of a whole country. Ancient Greece and modem France 
exemplify, on totally opposite principles, the perils of a political regime 
productive on the one hand of extreme weakness and on the other 



Nor is it the least interesting subject of reflection, to have remarked 
the unambitious inner life of Hellas, as contrasted with the vast 
external power wielded by Alexander — to have observed the small 
war-cloud that rose on the north-eastern shores of the Mediterranean, 
expanding in breadth and deepening in intensity, till it finally burst 
with destructive power over the ancient kingdom of the Achemenidc, 
spending its last strength on the banks of the Indus, — sweeping awsy 
the traces of barbaric power, and leaving a tract propitious for the 
cultivation of Hellenic art and science. 

Google 
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To the Briton these reflections are doubly interesting. To him has 
fallen the distinguished lot of ruling from shores more distant than the 
Macedonian, the political destinies of the eastern empire of Alexander. 
And ere the proud emotion created by this thought has subsided, the 
page of the ethnologist unfolds a feet not less interesting in the 
national unity of the Greek, the Hindu, and the Briton ; a truth not 
less calculated to make him humane than just, towards " the subject 
nations of his mighty sway.'' 
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CHRONOLOGY OP GREECE. 



3 Tbrasybnlus overturn 
the u Ten " at Albert. 
Eneiidta, arcbonat Athens. Return of 



re-enacted . 
* Greek I. 



(Alphabet settled 



Athena, by its adoption in public acta. 
Andocides. A rcb inus, and Cephalus,oralors , 
Prise in comedy to Ophisodonis. 
War between Lacedieinou and Elis. 



303 Conon is enabled to rebuild the walls of 

Athens with the booty obtained at Cnidus. 

Phamabaim and Conon make descents on 

the Poloponneaiiui ooaan. 
Sedition at Corinth. 
Battle of Laeheum; the all in defeated. 
Murder of Pausania*, and accession of 
Amy*!** II., king of Macedon I3M.) 
I llyriana compel Amyntsx to quit Haosdon, 

* a, king of Bospnoru* (*».( 

aim attack* Corinth. 



of Arcbelana, king of 

Ctesisa, the historian, flourishes. 
Return of the 10.UO0: the Cyreans enter the 

service of the Seiilhes, of Thrace (424.) 
War between Sparta and Penis. 
Lysiaa, the orator, resto: 

of so Athenian citiien 
Law* of Lycnrgu* mod 



IneL-yroansJoin InimDron 14UU.) 
Melitus, the tragedian, with Lycon, a poet, 

and Anytua, [Go orator, impeach Socrates. 
Death of Socrates (by poison), aged 70. 
[His most eminent disciples were jEschines, 

Cebes, and Xenophou.] 
Plato withdraws to Menu*. 

OtttsfM and tropin at Maoedoo. 
6 Agailaan II. lueoecds Agis II. in Sparta. 

Zcuxis, the painter, flourishes. 

Astydamus, the comedian, first exhibits. 

The poet Philoienus, of Cvihers, ft. 

Coli j succeeds Seuthee in Thrace (424.) 

War between Thraoe and Macedon. 
18 AniUn* supersede* Dercyllidns in Asia. 

The sect at Cynics founded by An tisthanes. 

Sophocles, the tragedian, exhibit*. 

Birth of Xenocrates. 
IB JS* Corixthia* twir ; the SparhuH opposed 
to the confederated states of Corinth, 
Thebes, Argus. Athens, and Thessaly. 

Boeoti* invaded bytfae Spartans. 

Ivnander s'sin at Hahartn*. 

Mission of Timoemtes into Greece. 

Plato return* to Athena (age. 34.) 

Aaron reigns alone in Macedon (399.) 
H Battle ofCoronea; Agasilana lictor. 

EclipM of the sun. 

Sea-fight off Cnidus; Pekander defeated 
and slain by Conon, the Athenian. 



ana siam ny uonon, me a 
Xcnophon retiree to Seyllus. 
* — '— "- *. king of Sparta. 
nle»Tn J* — J - 



he seventeen years of Greek history by 
Theopompu* ends with this year. 
hilylUus, the comic poet, flourishes. 



of the'Cyrenaic'sect of philosophers 
1 Eediou*, sent with eight ship* to Rhodes, is 
obliged to remain inactive. 
Plato, comic poet, exhibit*. 
Andocides 1 oration in favour of peace ; for 
which he is banished Athens. 




388 Return of Plato, the p) 

He found* the Academic kuuui. 
Antlphanea, of middle comedy, nourishes. 
Contest of Nicophon and Nichochares, 
comic pacta, with Aristophanes. 
387 Peace of Antalcidu; Evagorai excepted 
from the treaty. 



The orator Androtiou begins to flourish. 

Eubulua, Anaxandridea, Alexia, Aran*, 
and Philippus, of middle comedy, fl. 

Sea-fight btwn. Efuorasand the Persians, 
381 Birtli of Aristotle at Stageira. 

Alahu II. king of Epirn*. 
383 AnjynutsH.recewrs.theMacedoiusji throne. 

Antiphanes, the poet, first exhibits. 
383 ThtiXraMmwr: first campaign. 

Teleutias commands the Bnartan fore™ 

The Spartan Phosbidas se 



Great, of 

Birth of th 

1 The second campaign of the Oiynthiu nr 
Te leatias slain . 
Areainolit succeeds Teleutis* (36X.) 
Olymp, 100; victor, Dionyr-idorus. 



380Orynip.lt... ... 

Agesilaus lays sit,, 

Death of Philoienus, of Cythera, dlthtr- 



Ageailaus la 
** — h.ef P 

Death ofAgeaipolia, of Sparta, of lever. 



CHEONOtOGT OF 



Treatise on conic sections by Aristesus. 

Arbtippue, founder of [he Cyreneio school, 
and Aoustbenes, founder of the Cynic 
school of philosophy, fl. (1 39B. 392.) 

379 Clow of the Olynthian war J 

the Olynthiens to Polyhiad 



jlybiad— 

of Phlinito Agailaue. 

Pel opidaa end the Thebsn exile* regain Cad- 

mei; Cepbalus, the orator, motes the 

Athenian decree for their assistance. 

378 Cleombretua and Agesilaus in BoMtie. 

Descent of Sphodriaa upon the Pinteoe. 

Confederacy of th* Athenians and Thebans 

against the Laeedaunoniena. 
Death of Lyiias, aged 80 year*. 
;!77 Agesilaui again in Ikeotis. 
37B Cleombro! 



Demosthenes, seven year* old. an orphan. 
Anaietidridea, the comedian, fl. 
375 Cleomhrotis proceeds aniut the Thebans 
in Pbocit, now invaded by them. 
Kihiliition of Eilbulua, and Araroa (ton of 
"■"»), poeta of middle comedy, 
j'.uuiiil, founder of the Henrio 
I, of Phmdo, founder of the school 
1 of Menedemus, founder of 



>; this lead* 
to another rupture. 

273 Timotheu* proeecnted by Callistratus and 
Iphicratee; be la acquitted. 
Spartan expedition to Corey ra unsnoceas- 

ful i Mnaaippua the commander alain. 
Iphicrates, the Athenian commander, con- 
duct* the war in the Ionian «•. 
372 Earthquake in the Peli 



Pentium III. ancceeda-Haoedon. 
Polypheron, of Phene. murdered by hit 
nephew. Ale under (370.) 
8 Second invasion of the PeJoponnaaa u a, by 
the In slant, under Epeminondaa. 
The intrigues of Alexander, of Poena, causae 

Pelopidea imprisoned by Alexander. 
ADtaatbenea, the Cynic, fl. u Ativan* '380.1 
Congress at Delphi ; negotiation of Fhilis- 

euVj unbeaaador from Persia, lor peace; 

theThebene refuse that Messina should 

be restored to Sparta. 
Eudoxus. the philosopher, flmiiatiaa 
A •'celestial globe" first aeon in (ireace- 

having been brought from Egypt. 
'-■- hihita tragedy. 



hi of Pelopidaa to Pen 



-thquake in the Peloponne 
vallows up Ellice and Aula. 



■ which 



dunua, and Thrssybulus, 1 

371 Congress at Sparta; Athena neiociatea a 
peace: Thebes ei eluded from the treaty. 



Alexander II., king of Maoedon. 
370 Death of Jason, of Pbersj. 

Polypheron and Polydorua succeed. 
Polypheron murder* Polydorua. 

Death of Demooritue, aged 99. 
Plato'afirat voyage to Sicily since he became 

a public teacher < aee S8U. 388. ) 
[Soma authorities place this e«ent in 348.] 
30ft War between Thebes and Sparta; Laooni* 

invaded by the Thebans; 6U.0U0 appear 



n Athens and Sparta. 



joAthentdSyeeraofam.) 

Dionytiua, the Klder, tragic nctor. 
fl Eipediiion of Epaminondaa into AebaJs. 

Treaty between Corinth and Phliue. 
B Warbelween Arcadiaand Elie. 

Return of Pinto to Athena 1 1 347.) 
1 Invasion of Arcadia by ArchadamtlL 

Battle of Olynipie. 

Pelooidaa slain at Cytiocepbale. 

Perdiccas slays Ptolemy Alorites ORB.) 

Demosthenes 1 oration ainst. ApuobueiJSi.) 

1 Battle of Hannuea; the Thebana nctoriom; 

Epaminonda* slain on tha point of victory. 

Decline of the Theban supremacy. 

Xenophon's history extends to Una date. 

1 A general peace mediated by Persia, i* 

which the Meesenisat are included. 

Banishment of Callbtratua, the orator. 

Dinarcbua, the orator, born. 

Ageeilaui ia sent into Egvpt, wbete he dies. 

Plato again rishi Sicily ; his mission— to m- 
oncile Dionysius and his nncle Dion— 



[P^aU's* dial 
Aristotle, (Jbabriaa, Heiaeleidea 
onus, Hyperides, Iphioretes, la 
Lycurgus,Philippus,Phocion.hisi 



.babriae, Heiaeleidea. Hes- 



380 The Athenians and Olyntbian* at war. 
Defeat of Timotheua at Amphipolia. 
Assassi nation of Cotye. king of Thrace, 
Incus, the orator, flourishes (s3H.i 
Commencement of Theopampua' history 



Philip the II. succeeds (am Macsdoo.) 

Death of Xenophon, aged SO. 

Battle of Metbone; Arfueosand the Athe- 
nians defeated by Philip of Jaaoedou. 

The Athenians wire Pydnn; aasinet which 
outrage Philip vainly complains. 

[By this act they forfeited hi* eo-opernooa.1 

Murder of Alexander of Phene- 

Tittphontn auccseda him. 
i Amphipolia beakged and taken by Philip. 

Athenian expedition into Eubosa. 

Siege of Amphipolia by Iphii-rates and 
Timotheua; raised by the latter. 



Ti-c- 358. 

358 Cbaridemn* induces the Ampbipolitin* to 

Join the Athenian interest. 
35? AaaUoeia, archon M Athens. 

Revolt of Chios, Rhode., .nd Bynntium 

from the. Athenian joke. 
Tki Sorted War; Chios besieged by Chare* 

■nd Chsbrias; death of the latter and 

failure of the expedition. 
Delphi Kixed by the Phoclans, and the 

temple plundered of 80,000 talents of gold 

The Thebsns and the Loerian* unite against 

the Phocians, 
Dion leaves Zacyntrins for Sicily. 
Death of Demooritua, aged 109; and of 

Hippocrates, aged 104. 

359 Stand Sacred War— against the Phoolan*. 
Second cam paiftn of the Social War. 
Philip, of Macedon, win* a homo-race at 

the Olympic game*. 
Alexia, the comic poet, flourishes. 
Calbatratiu return* to Athena, and ii pat to 
death (Bee 361.) 
356 Third campaign of the Social War. 

Peace; end of the Social War; Athena 
acknowledges the independ. of her alliw. 
Prosecution of Ipbicrate* and Meoerthena 
by AriMophon and Chare*. 
351 Trial, condemnation, exile, and subsequent 
death of Tiniotheus, axed W. 
Demosthenes begins his publio career. 
353 Death of Philomeluj, of Thooaa. 
Onomarcbus. hia brother, succeed*. 
Kra of the celebrated Grecian courtesans. 
uILkingofBoiptu 



CHBOKOLOGT OP GREECE. 



X2 P 



Onoroarchu* driyee '.. . . 

Me attempt* to pan thro' Tbermopylte into 
Greece, but ii prevented by the Athenian*. 



intb. 



War between Sparta and Megalopolis. 
Athenian colony ncnt to Samoa. 
Defeat and death of Onomarchue. 
Hi* brother Pbayllua succeed*. 
The poetess F.rinna flourish**; also. 
The painter and statuary, Echion. 
3Sn Phocion, the Athenian general, in Eur. 
Battle and victory of Tamynre. 
The celebrated courtesan Laii at C< 
3iH The Athenian! aid the Olynthiam 
war with Philip. 
Tbe senlptor Scope* flourishes. 
3JK Philip besiege* Oil nth us. 

The poeta Heraclide* and Alectiyon fl, 

" '- '- : "<c*phDruH438.) 

hui, and expel! the 
in* irom ar*- — 

^ UJ , „, Plata Thai 

Aristotle 



...... bdued by Phi_ r . 

Expedition of Timoleon to Sicily. 
Aristotle remove* to Milylene. 
Praxiteles, the painter, flourishss 
[The courtesan Pbryne sat as 



hi* " naked Yenua. 

has been etteemed 

imen of Greek art; 
.D.1830.]. 



SSX'l 

343 Athenian exped it 

Philip of Macedon. 

Orations of Demostbe.... 
341 Thrace invaded by Phi 
the G. 



His colossal Venu* 



designs upon tt 
the Hellespont. 



Greek settlements on 



ider, of new comedy, born. 

tie invited to Macedon by Philip. 

■is of Diopeithes (commander at tbe 



341 Defence . 

Chersoneasni) by Demosthene*. 
"' J " of Epicurus, the philo*., tbe 



of tbe Ei 

whici J 

340 Bvxant 



. philosophy, according to 

to. besieged by Philip. 
Kphorus ends his his lory this yi — 
Tlu Stand Soared JFar-agt tl: 



The Athenians compel Philip 
tiegeof Byiai "' _ 

by Xanthippi... ,„ . . 
338 Philip obtains the appoii 
oftnsAmplr— -- 



316" Athenian embassy to 



Athenians from Enbcea. 
Death of Plato, the philosopher, aged 82. 
■ -i—i- retire, to Atam*. 

at succeed* Plato in tbe Academy, 
rides, the comic poet, exhibits. 
™n» >he Cyulc. 

to Philip at Pell*. 

.. in Athens and Macedon. 

The Phociana expelled the Amphietyonic 

council, at the instigation of Philip. 
All the Pnooian cities destroyed by Philip 

except the city of Abas. 
End of the Sacred or Phocir-n W.». 
Orations of Isoerates and Us ._. 
3!o Aisehines prosecutes Timarc bus. 



, -jl^atea. 

Alliens and Thebes unite against Philip. 
Battle of Chceronea; the confederated 

Greeka defeated; Grecian liberty lost. 
Congress at Corinth; war declared against 

Persia in the name or Greece. 
Death of Isoerates, orator, aged OS. 
337 Alexander of Epirua, brother- in-law of 

Alexander tha Great, reign*. 
336 Philip it slain at ^gs. 

Timocles, the comedian, flourishes. 
Calippiis, tbe Athenian, Brat calculate* tbe 

revolution of eclipses. 
Dinarchus begins to flourish. 
335 The Thebans revolt from Meeedon; Alex- 
ander defeats them and destroys thei r city. 
He demands certain Athenian orators to be 

delivered up; Demades pacifies him. 
Aristotle rem ores from Macedon to Athens. 
Philippides, the comic poet, flourishes. 
Caustic painting invented by Gausias, of 
Sicyon, about this time. 
332 ffiscidee, son of Arymbas, sneoeed* Alex- 
ander, king of Epirus. 
Stephanos, the comic poet, flourishes. 
331 Defeat and death of Agia in battle with 
. Antip— - 



iflcation ol Greece. 
ibynes and Demaetbenea. 

Menande7,Ph7lemon,endl«philus, of new 



330 Autipater's 
Oration, m* 
jBschyr 



The Peripatetic school founded by Aristotle; 

he had been a disciple of Plato. 
32S Lysistratus Invent* moulds for the casting 

of wax figures. 
Crates, the Cynic philosopher, flourishes. 



CHROMOLOGY OF GBEKCB. 



324 Olymp. 114; Miciuas victor. 
Proclamation at the Olympic I 

restoration of the exiles. 
Hegisiae, archon at Athens. 
Harpalna ii admitted iuto Athena. 
He bribes corteiu of the 

Cbaricles, Dunostheni. 

Demosthenes, accused of baring accepted a 

bribe, i. fined Wtaleota; he leaves A thena. 

Death of 

Athena in 

311 Tlie tarda* 



of tutsan. 

; Qrecoe UnaL Mat 
at* AnBpater, and 
him up in | iSjnln , 
Death of Leoathena before the walla. 
Return of Demosthenes to Athena. 
Denudes impeaches Demosthenes, Aris- 
totle, and Hyperions ot corruption. 
Epicurus comes to A then., aged 18. 
Death of Diogenes at Corinth. 
Epicurus removes to Colophon. 
322 Death ol Leonatus (ana 313. Alia Minor.) 
Battle of Cranon ; the (frocks defeated. 
Submission of Athena; and 
£*d e/Ua Lamia* war. 
Flight of Aristotle from Athena to Bnboea, 

where he eoon after dim. 
Hyr*rides,oratr.,putto death by Antipeter. 
Death of Demosthenea. 
321 Departure of Antipater and Cratarna from 
sEtolia into Asia Minor. 
Dinarehus, the philosopher, flourishes. 
Menander, " pnaee of middle comedy," fl. 
319 Caannder puts Demadea, the Athenian 
orator, to death (323.) 
Aristoxenus, a Greek writerofmuaia.fi. 
318 Nicanor eeiiee the Pirajus. 

Caaunder marches towards Athene. 
317 Phooion ii condemned unheard, and iinme- 

Casssnder conquers Athens. 
Demetrius Phalereus, governor of Athene. 
Census of Athens taken: citizens, lZ7,tWe 
slaves, 100,000. 
118 Thebes rebuilt by Caaeander. 
313 Xenocmtee succeeded by Polemon at the 

Academy in Athene. 
J14 Death of Aschines. aged 75. 
313 War between the JEtolians and Cssasnder. 
312 PtrrAaj II., king of Epirns. 
310 Ptolemy eapouam the cause of Greece. 
Salmu II., king of Bospborus (438.) 
AgathocUs lends in Africa. 
:m> Ptylanft, king of Bospborus (438.) 
:*S Ptolemy's expedition into Greece. 

Pyrrbo, the philosopher of Ella and founder 

of the Sceptic school, nourishes. 
E*mulut succeeds in Boaphoraa. 
307 Athene freed by Demetrius Polioroetee; 
Demetrius Phalerens expelled, and de- 
mocracy restored. 
Exile of Delnarehos, the on 
3ts3 Demetriua departs for Asia. 

Epicurus comes to Athena a second time ; 
ne Is now 35 years old. 
304 Sparloaa 111., tins of Boephoms (438.) 
303 Return of Demetrius to oppose the progress 
of Csssander. 
Demetrius Polyorcetee, Is appointed general 

303 Demetrius gains upon Can 

440 



300 The Epicurean philosophy 

this tune, by Epicurus of I 
Banana. the Babylonian! ' - 

till about 280. 
Zeno, the founder of the Stoic school ef 

philosophy, wblcb teaches that Virtue it 

the ssss n a jss si 6ee*fst, is bog " = ' 

Cyprus ahout this tune. 



■H Demetrius besieges Athena. 



29* Defeat of Pyrrhui at the walls of Sparta. 
~™ '.pollodoruaand Posidippuxsof new comedy. 

Sourish nbont this time. 
S8> Deinarcbus returns to Athene (307.) 
SSI Death of Menander. 
£80 Demetrius oolebrates the Pythian fana 

at Athena. 

jeidippoa, the eamle poet, flourishea. 

£88 Death of the philosopher Pyrrbo. 
237 Athens revolts from Demetriua. 
fflfl Demetrius, of Kpiroa, expelled his kingdom 



Bithynian kingdom. 

284 The /Btolieo. league anl 

283 Lysimncliui destroyed by an earthquake. 
282 The Peloponnesus tniaded by -AStolians. 
280 Olymp. 126; the Achajan leuin; renewal 
of the federation of Petrss, Phane. Trims, 

>ther cities in 27*. 

See) also let.) 



_ /me (Joined hy 
US, 204, and 1SL 
is invades Italy. 






279 Irruption of the Osuls under Bnesn; 

the* an defeated, and Brennus killrd, 

at Delphi. 
Anaxicratea, archon at Athens. 
Timor,, .iasiin, Colotee, ldomeneus, and 

Uanetho, flourish. 
The Qanla pass over into Ana. 
278 Demoolee, archon at Athens. 

Homers*, Philisons, and Sosithena, fl. 
Zeno, of Citium, being shipwrecked ol 

the Piratua, settles in Athens (299.1 



la the Middle ,. 

I titngue netwn. Athens, Sparta, and Egypt- 

Death of Metrodoma. the Epicurean. 

278 Union of other cities in the Acbnmo lengae. 



o/Pi 

The Pertpalttic school _ r , 

Strato, the Statu by Zeno, the Epi/mrem 

by Epicurus, the Academic by Arce ilsns. 

£74 Birth of Euphorion, the grammarian, at 

Chalois in Gubma. 
£73 Death of PoJemO, the Plslooio philosopher. 
271 Siege of Sparta and Argoa by Pyrrhna. 
Pyrrhns falls before Anros, 
Jlaasder II.. king of Epiraa. 
Aratus and Theocritus flourish. 
£71 Pytbaratus. archon or Athene. 
| Aratus, of Sicyon, bom. 



CHBOKOLOOT OF 



M-c. 204. 



271 Zenodotne, o( Ephara*. flourishes. 



SJU Death of Epiciirus.tbsphilosopber. aged 72. 

Theocritus Antagoras, Bion, Moechus, fl. 
9B8 Athene falls before Antigon.ua Gonetu*, 

king of Maoodon. 

SSI Dtaqn and Tunmu* floiah th;ir writing*. 
2A4 Diognetos, erchon M Athens. 

Last date of the Parian marbles. 

The " Preparation of Polybiu* " begin*. 
263 Death of Zeno: Cleonihe* succeeds him. 

Dionysiu*, of Henclea, flourish e*. 
963 Death of Philemon, oomio actor, aged 97. 
£59 Lycophron, the Alexandrian poet. fl. 
SH8 Eraaistratu*, the physician, flourishes, 
866 Aratu* re*tore* liberty to Athena. 

The Athenians J uiu the AefaBen league. 

855 Marcus, the Brat Achiean praetor. 
The Spartan* assist Carthage. 
The ^Armillarj Sphere" invented b 

Eratnthene* (see also ISO, MO.) 
USX Birth ofPhilopoamen, "the last benefactor 



Aebajan league 
Joajblu* flourishes. 
850 Eratosthenes make* the first attempt to as- 
certain the length of a degree. 
£49 Hereolitu*, of Halieernaesus, and Pbilorte- 

phanu*, of Gyrene, flourish. 
248 Eupbentes, of UlyntUus, nourishes. 
£44 Reformation of Sparta begun by Am HI.; 
the laws of Lyonrgui hating fallen into 
com par alive disuse. 
He endeavour* to introduce Agrertaniirn, 
M3 Leonid** abdicate* the Spartan throne. 
The citadel of Corinth (Acroeorinthns) 

aeiied by Aratu*. 
Corinth. Epidauru* Hegarm, 4c. join the 
Aebsan league; Ptolemy also Join* lb 
■41 Lecydes, Kuphonon, Lyaimechus, Jiean- 

thes, &c. rlourish, 
810 Agis III., while proseciitina hi* scheme for 
an Agrarian law and other reforms at 
Sparta, i* destroyed and all hi* family by 
Leonid**, 
Magnitude of the earth calculated by Era- 

Nympbis. of Heracles, floarieb**. 
Cfcanthu*, the Stoic, starved to death. 
238 Cleomene* HI., king of Sparta. 

Ister, the disciple of Callnnschus. flourishes. 
833 The MSS. of j&chylui, Euripides, and 
8 opboclei pledged to Ptolemy for 16 taint*. 
230 Maoho, comic poet, 9. at Alexandria. 
SB Athene Joina the Aehsean league. 

Euphsn let, of Olynthua, still flourishe*. 
228 Pint Roman embaasy into Greece. 

The Acbesan fortreei of Athemeum built. 
S7 Aratns, general of the Achssan league, de- 
feated by Cleomane* of Sparta. 
2K Revolution in Sparta; Cleomene* III. over- 
throw* the Epbori, augment* the number 
of the citiien*. and reatorea the lam of 
Lycurgu*. 
The AcbieBii* an ( 
Lyveade* i» killed. 
Death of Lyoo. 
225 Autigouue, of Catystn*, flourishes. 
441 



ESS Second Roman *■ 

are made freemen of Athena, and per- 
mitted to share in the Isthmian game*. 
SSI Cleomene* still at war with the Aciueana. 

Coloasua of Rhode* destroyed. 
283 At ThormopyuB the -fiKiliau* dispute the 
passage of the Macedonian*. 
MegaJopoli* taken by Cleomene*. 
222 Battle of Sellaaia;. Cleomene* defeated by 



Cleomene* escape* to Egypt. 

The Henoleidean line extinct at Sparta. 

Rbianna(ootemnoraiy with Eratost hones) fl. 
SU The Epbori murdered by the Spartan*. 

Timoienua, the Achssan creator. 

Euphorion and Arohimede* flourish. 
£20 War between the Acbsaa and Atolian 
league* ; the former defeated, 

Philip II. aid* the Achaean*, 

The Sadat oar begun. 

History of Aratu* enda and the history of 
Polybiui begin*. 

Cteomenea dies in Egypt. 

Ajtosipolis and Lyourgua, king* of Sparta. 
US The Peloponnesus ravaged by jRtoliui*. 

Aratus, the younger, Aeh«ao prselor. 

Dorimaohua, Julian pr 

Death of Pyrrhu* III. ; l 

Queen Laudamia (do male i , 

Phylarahu* (eotemporary with Aretna) 8. 

Philip victorious over the M tolians. 
US Bparetua. the Aabasan pnelor. 

The JEroliwi* cede Aoarnania to Philip to 



Ageta*. jEtolien praetor. 

Samius, the poet, flourishes. 

jEtolia and Laoonie invaded. 
7 Agesilais, praetor of the jEiolian*. 

Arnius, Acbeen prjEtor. 

Mnesiplolemna and Epinious, poet*, fl. 
5 The Albanian* Join the -Etolians againit 
Macedon; Roman aid solicited. 

Etender flouriabe*. 
114 Battle of Lamia: defeat of the jEtolian* 



Aratu* poisoned at Jkbm 
of Philip (I OS.) 



21° The Atotian* seiie Oreum, Tribon, Ac 

Democratic government in Epiru*. 

Arrival of a Roman fleet in port of Athen*. 

Alliance of Philip and Hannibal. 

Treat; between the JE tolians and Romans. 
210 Hecbanida*. king of Sparta, abolishes the 
power of the Epbori. 

Scopaa, Jitolian praetnr. 

JExam. taken by the 

Polybina, the histoi 



bint, ti 

„.jer*7,tiL 

Pyrrhiaa, prKtor of the iBt 

Anarchy in the kingdom of 

Eli* invaded by PbHip. 

108 Battle of Mantmea: Mechanidat. the Spar- 

■ - ■ ' iln by Philopmrnen. 

207 Usurpation of Nabia in Sparta who over- 
throw* the Epbori. 
Niciaa, praetor ot the Achssan*. 
Death of Chryaippua; Z son succeeds. 
I The .rEtolian league re-organi*ad by Dori- 
machus and Scopes. 



B.C. 202. 



CHRONOLOGY OF GREECE. 



SOS Lymipput, Aohnn praetor. 

Attempt of Nihil upon Messina. 
SOI Butchery of the people of The™, Xenis, 

■od other cities, by the JEioliwa. 
200 The^toliane, Athenian!, Atbamenes Dsx- 
danians, and Pergamians, Join Rome 
against Philip. 
Tbe Achaean* espouse tin omOM of Philip. 
A ttsiius comes to Alhaiu. 
197 Sparta besieged by the ttomini; the tyrant 

Nabis sua for peaoe. 
1B6" The Iithmian games; at which 

FJamiuius, the Roman, declares Greece 
free from the Macedonian power. 
IBS Invitation of the iEtoliani to the kings of 
Sparta, Maoedon, and Syria, to form 



181 B parts Joins the Aehean lauue, 

Battle of Tbermopyla; ; Anhochna sndth 
*tolians defeated by Aailius. 
ISO The -Etolie.ru Iok Lamia and Amphiata. 
fettle of Magnesia; Antioohai debated b; 

the Roman L. C. Bcipio, 
Peace between the JEtolisne and Roman. 
ISO The .ffltolian league (alia into desuetude b; 



8 Philopcemen conquers Sparta, and aheo- 

oatea the lawi of Lycurgus. 
1 Revolt of the Heaunlantlrom the Achaean 

ied by the Messeniaoa. 



A cornet visible eighty days. 
runby the Act 



1ST Kpirui ravaged by the Komana; seventy 

Arreit of mora than 1000 Achmana, who an 
sent to Rome, through the treachery of 
eome of the jEtolian league. 
Calliontea heads the Aehean ling IMI 
1R6 Aehaie invaded by the Romans. 
IK Diogenes, Camiadrs, and Critolaoa, sent la 
Rome, to solicit the remiaion of the fine 
of 600 talents. 
161 The Achesn exile* return (187.1 
160 Dissension! of the Achsnns and Spartans. 
The Romans interfere for the purpose at 
the Aehean league. 



War with Roma. 



invades Greece; Spsita subdued 



1*7 Hetellus 

by tbe Roman arms. 
116 The Achssns defeated by Metelius. 

Corinth mils before Mummius. 

Dissolution of tbe Achaean league. 
116 Greece subject to Rome, is named 



" Q. C. Metelius Hsoedonicus, prsior in B.C. 148, bad humbled Greece by his victories ; hoi 
is leniency deceived the Aehean chiefs, and they penuaded themselves that Rome was uoshle 
3 complete its conquest They had assembled so army in the isthmus shortly before [be arrival 



. They had assembled an armyi: 

of Mummim. He promptly dimmed his predecessor. Mi 
"' Corinth without opposition — m - 



for slaves; and tbe rarest specimens of Grecian art, w) 
had accumulated, were given up to tho rapacity or ar. .„_ 
torian, who had, on the fall of Corinth, come from Africa 



shortly bt . 

dtfm army of the lean*. 



risonsnd principal inhabitants bad 
pillage; the native Corinthians wet 
... _iii& the luxury and opulence of cen 
.parity ' ■ 

m in* UUUUU-/1UCII, mw ihiuhu Muni playing at draughts upon the far-famed picture <* 
Dionysiusby Ariatldee; and Mummius hinuelf was so unoonsoiaus of the real value of his prist, 
that he sold the rarer works of painting, sculpture, and carving, to tbe king of Pergantua. . . 
. . . Mummius, however, wss one of the few Roman commanders in the republican era wht 
did homage to the religion of the Hellenic race. He dedicated a braiec statue of Zeus at 
Olyrnpia, and surrounded the shrine of the god with gilt bucklers of brass. The Corinthiaa 
bronie, bo celebrated in the Later art of the ancient world, was an accidental discovery, resulting 
from the burning or the city. The metallic ornaments of its sumptuous temples, basil ioe, and 
private dwellings, formed the rich and solid amalgam, which was employed afterwards in lbs 
fusils department ot sculpture, Mummius triumphed in B.C. 115. Hi) procession formed sn 
epoch in tbe history of Human art and cultivation. Trains of waggons, laden with the works of 
the purest ages, moved along the Via Sacra to the Capitoline Hill; yet the spectator of Um 
them In their original sites and number, muat have nou ■- — 



triumph, who had seen them in their ongii 
irreparable lass. The fire hsd destroyed m 
...: -the princes of Pergsmus— had 



d the royal ci 
tills, he ictaic 
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CHRONOLOGY OF MACEDONIA. 



This kingdom, though founded by CaranuSBO far back as 81* B.C., was so inconsiderable among 
the neighbouring State*, as not to deserve the luoie of an independent country being now under 
the protection of Athens, now of Sparta, now of Thebes. In the reign of Philip II., however, it 
became a powerful kingdom, and in that of hi* ton Alexander III. it gave its name to * vaat and 
almost universal empire. 

(See Greek chronology for the previous events concerning this kingdom.) 



Philip marries Cleopatra, daughter of Atta- 
ins, one or his generals ; this causes 

Olympian and her son Alexander to quit the 
court of Philip in disgust ViS. 31M.) 

Marriage of Alexander, of Kpirus, with 
— " — I'M daughter at -ffigia. 



tt Hethone. 

.j ran Bardyliij. 
_.d Illyria. 
1 Olympias, daugh- 



He defeaa bit rival Argaes 
Defeat and death of the ™* 
Philip aubdues Ptoon 

3£8 Marriage of Philip w r . 

ter ofNeopteleniua of Epirus. 
Alliance of Philip and Olynthua, contrary 

to treaty with the Athenians. 
Philip lays siege to Amphipolis, 
357 Philip obtains possession of Pydna . 
Amphipolis by force and craft; but 
He treats bis prisoners with the utmost 
homanity and kindness. 
368 Potidea besieged; Philip takes It. 

The lllyrians and Thracians defeated by 

Philip's general, Parmenion. 
Birth of Alexander the Great. 
353 Pagaaae seized by Philip. 

"'■ — if Methone commenced. 



Siege of Hethone commenced. 
352 Fallot Methone; Philip loses ar 



1 ■ is repulsed by 
vho is after wards 



Tho Macedonian gold mines in Thrace pro- 
duce about 1 UOO talents annually. 

350 Artabaius and Memnon, rebels against tl« 
Persian king, are received by Philip. 

349 Philip, in the Cbalcidian territory, aug- 
ments bis successes by bribery. 

317 Through the treachery of Lastheaea and 
Eu thy crates, Olynthua is taken. 

3*3 Philip is master of ihePhocenns; hesssuma 
dictatorial authority over them. 

3« Successful expedition against Illyria. 



Famous school of Aristotle at Stagcira. 
HO Alexander governs in Macedon in the ab- 
sence of his father. 

Philip besieges Bysaotinm, Selymbria, and 

J38 Successful expedition sgaioii the Scythians 

under Atheas. 
S3S The Macedonian phalanx. 

Victories at Elate* and Chnronea. 
Philip master of Greece; he deals leniently 
with Athena, but on Thebes hi* vt ngeancs 
falls heavily. 



Ph..., _ ._ . 

The Macedonia Ehp 

-tut: Great. 
06 Alexander tucceeds his lather Philip, at the 
early age of twenty years. 
[" No feeling of animosity or deed oi violence 
----- ■-' ntofthebr""- — 




Revolt of Thebes; it is captured' and de- 
stroyed by Alexander; the house of Pin- 
dar alone left standing. 

["Thebes expiated her revolt with the loss 
of six thousand of her people slain in the 
battle, thirty thousand told into slavery, 
and, in a word, with the extinction of 
her existence at a separate and indepen- 
dent state."] 

The Athenians send an embassy of oongra- 



defeeted with mat loss. 
DaBcylium,S*rdis,and other placet in Asia 
Minor surrender to Alexander. 



Miletus and Halicamassus taken. 
333 Second campaign of Alexander. 

Conspiracy of Alexander, the son of Ai'm- 

put t and prince Amyntaa. 
■" der Alexander's bag- 

d disperses them. 

imcninns intrigue with Meinnon 



iffiS r 

ThcLaccdffli 



B-c. 333. 



CHRONOLOGY Or MACEDONIA. 



333 Death of Hetnnon. 

At Gordium, Alexander untie* or out* the 
Gordlin knot late Aiia Minor, B.C.1UB.) 
Ciliuia wbdued by Alexander. 
Alexander ii taken ill ef Icier in Tnnns. 
Battle of tons ; Darius defeated. 
Parmenio take* Dioiimui 
332 Tliird campaign of Alexander. 

Siege and til ot Tyre : 8009 of lot inbat 

tanti (lain, and 30,000 sold into slavey. 

QaM taken by assault; Syria and Phmnic 

conquered by Alexander. 
FnJesUue and Egypt subdued. 
City of Alexandria founded, i " 



Alexander visit* the temple of Jupiter Am- 
nion i fable of the serpent*. 
i Fourth campaign of Alexander; be crosses 
the Euphrates, and inarches toward* the 
river Tifrri*. 

Battle of Arbela; Dariui defeated. 

Battle of Qaugamela; defeat and flight of 



Honourable conduct of Alexander towarda 

the wife and family of Dariui. 
Invasion of Penia Proper; bran reaittance 

of Ariobartanee, 
Alexander enters Peraepolia. 
Banquet; infamous proposal of Than; 

Alexander acta Bra to the royal palace. 
War of Antipateramatr ' 

Alexander's hereditary 

Alexander winter! in Peraepolia, 



Flight o 



Dark 



ander. 






of beams and another ■strap, 
prisoner, Darius. 



ir royal ] 
tororDt 

ander tn 

honoun 

...ml. at Pc.„ F „ 

Tr/vu/tr nfOe mat Qfmtnuml 

eedonia to Suaa in Babylon. 
Auumption of tbe royal dignity 1 



their royni prisoner. isamis. 

Murder of Dariu* by bis rebellioua 
they escape further eastward. 

Alexander treata the remain* of Darin* with 
respect, and has them lent Into Penia 
for honourable interment in the royal 
eepul. at Penepolii; age of Dariui 60 via. 



'Aria, and 



The Mardit , 

Alexander ««M Mount 

entara Bactria in pnreui. .. 

Beeius it betrayed by Spltamea, entelly 

mutilated, antf then put to death. 
Alexander claima divine honour*. 
3S8 Sixth campai«n ; the Baotriana subdued. 
Alexander crosses the Onus. 
He foundi Alexandria on the Jaxartea. 
Spitarnea revolt*; he is defeated by Conua, 

and murdered by hie own people. 
The stronghold of Oxyartet reduced. 
Marriage of Alexander and Roxana, a Bao- 

444 



380 UjaM oW WWealbafrhMh^npdenMaa^Mh 

war with the Scythians. 
Ha builds Psropemiane and other towne- 
Alexander win ten in Nautic*. 
328 Seventh campaign: Bojtdiana reduced. 
Alexander winter* in Bactria. 
In a drunken revel he Willi Cleitns. 
Conspiracy of the band of page*; CaBs- 

thancs, tbe philosopher, pot to death. 
327 Eighth campaign; the Paropainuna moon- 

nvin-ridge is pawed in the spring. 
Division of the army ; Hephuation lent for 

ward with troops to cross the Copbenes. 
Conflict of Alexander with the barberem 

tribe* inhabiting the country. 
Alexander winter* between the rivet* Co 

phenol and the Indus. 
330 Ninth campaign; Alexander cross** the 

Indt>ufZxlla. 
Snbmiaaioa of TiodltUj king of thai Pmajeb, 

and other Indian prince*. 
Alexander advances to the Hy dupes; Pe- 
nis, an Indian king, disputes his passage. 
Defeat of Poms: he ia reinstated in tut 

throne, and hie kingdom is extended. 
Bucephalia and Nice* founded. 
Alexander leave* a division, under Crater™. 

for building and fortifying the new dues, 

and then crone* the river Aceaine*. 
Another king Peru* subdoed. (!) 
Alexander pa— tbe river Hydraotea. 
War with several confederate independent 

tribe* of Indians; they are defeated. 
Siege of Sangela: 17.000 Indians killed, and 

70,000 mane prisoners by Akxander. 
Sangala razed tn the ground. 
33S Tenth campaign; Alexander prepare* la 

pass the Hyphasis, bnt his Msccdoniu 

troop* refuse to proceed further. 
Army divf J - J - * ' 

Hyphati 

Cmiflii^vrith'tie'Maili.and other nathe 

tribes inhahitinit either shore. 
Narrow escape of Alexander at the Bono 

in* of the Haitian citadel. 
Ajexander reaches the month of the Indus 



r * through 

toward* Babylc- 
Meeting of Alei 



5.oK"" 



under and Nearchus it 



the deceased Danu* <iee H9.) 
Hephssation maniei her yonnger sister. 
Ncarchui marries the daughter of Mentor. 
Marriage of eighty commander* to wines 

provided for them by Alexander. 
Alexander as.il* down the Rnloena, and 

ascends the Tigris, for the purpose of ex- 

■mining their maritime capabilities, &r. 
The obstruction* of those men removed. 

and their bed* deepened. 
""■- " '-"-' pa atOpia 



B.O. 824. 

3*4 Alexander marches into Media; he visits 
Echataaa, at which place hi* friend 
HephsBstion Li carried off by fever. 
Olehrated colossal monument erected . 
pyrsjoidul terraces, by Deinocratee, to 
toe memory of Hepb leetioo, by order of 
the emperor Alexander. 
TH* ebnacntcBr. 

Plan of Alexander {at a geographical 
■ray of the C«pj.u Sea. 
3S Alexander amies in Bubylon, aiidinln 



CHKONOLOGT OF WACBDONIA. 



proceeds to beautify it 



Babylon 

, fyit,*o. 

Maritime projects, Ac of Alexander. 
Arrival of embassies, from various p«rtf 

Africa and Europe. 
Magnificent sacrifice, preparatory to All 

ander'e Intended south em expedition. 
Alexander din in Babylon of fever, in I 

33d year of fail a/re. after a reign of 12 
J " •"— May — *— - 



AoeoTdii 



Arrian, Alexander wis 
• ' - " stately, his 

mind brisk 



every part of the habitable world ; let these 
thingx be kept in mind, and it will readily 
be granted, that in comparison of his 
shing exploit 
re trifling, u 



(treat character and astonishing exploits, 
nil vicooandiunnni^eawere--" 1 - ■-' 
ought hardly to be regarded 



reign."] 



3 Dispute re., „ 

[The children bora to Alexander by Asiatic 
women were not held entitled to enjoy the 
sovereignty of hii European states.! 

Rivalry of Meleeger and Perdiccae, for the 
regency of the empire; the former at- 
tempts the life of the latter. 

The army divided: cinl war averted by a 
corop realise; both parties consenting to 
set up Arrhidniu, Alexander's brother. 

Arrhidaxi proclaimed king by the army. 

Pardioca* i» appointed regent uf the empire ; 
Meleeger next in command. 

Perdiooaa treacherously effect! the murder 
of Meleager, and the slaughter at 300 of 
the infantry who had supported him in 
the contest for the regency. 



of the Macedonian Empire, and Division 
of its several Province* among the principal 
Generals of Alexander's army. 



" says Dr. Hales, " in the short compass of his reign is altogether 

...„. >, hj what means he had effected such wonderrul thir— ■■- 

id, "By postponing nothing/ His 

ft deliberate eirenmepection ; and 



all planned with the soberest 
...._ --'--'-ijl toe rapidity 



of ' the doable-winged leopard' In prophecy. What he accomplished, however, fell Infinitely 
abort of what be intended. He meditated the conquest of Africa, and the rest of Enrope ; and 
Id his tablet! wen found memorandums for building new cities in Enrope atid Asia— peopling 
the former with Asiatics, the latter with Europeans. The vast and capacious mind of this 
mighty conqueror wss likely indeed to have produced a grand revolution in the stati and manners 
of the ancient world, by promoting general intercourse among the several brunches of his 
mighty empire," had be not been so prematurely cut down by the band of death. " He seems," 
adds the same minor, " to have bad a strong presentiment of the ensuing dissensions and con- 
vulsions after his death, kindled by the ambition of his generals ; and to have despaired of bis 
children's succession. He told bis friends, ' that be was more troubled on their account than 
on his own; for he was afraid that after bis death fortune would throw the empire into the bands 
of some obscure and weak man.' When they inquired to whom he left the kingdom, be an- 
swered, ' to the most worthy ;' and ho gave his ring, when speechless, to Ferdfc™."J 
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CHRONOLOGY OF MACEDON AND THRACE. 



of Maoedon, under the name of Philip. 
Alexeaidir, son of Rouu, it born, and 

united, nominally, in the r 

Perdiccu appointed nunt 
Tk* tumion tear, Maeedoo i 
"MlaMMtuaon '"" 

ntipUer defeat 



PerdicCMandAriarathee.klosj 

of Cappadocie: the Uttur it defeated and 
crucified. 

1'nppadocie taken by Perdiccaa. 

Revolt of the Greek soldiery in the upper 
proline** of the empire. 

They mrrender to Pi than, and are pardon- 
ed; but Perdiccas bat them cruelly mur- 
dered by the Macedonian arm]'. 

Arrhidstus merries Eu rjiticB.snuid- daugh- 
ter of Perdicca. III. (Grew*. 350.) 

Anogonut comes to Maoedon, and raveals 
the ambitious designs of Perdiccaa. 
321 Perdiccaa at war with Ptolemy. 

He oarriea Arrhidteut and JEgia with bun. 

Perdiccaa it slain in Egypt- 

Eurydioe demands a share In the govemmt 

Antipator tucoeeda to the regency, which 
effectually silencee Enrydico. 
S20 Antipater oonveys the Joint kings, with 
Roaana and Eurydioe, to Maoedon. 

Aristotle writes a work on mechanic*. 

The diving-bell fa use. 

Death of An tipster ; ha name* 
SIB Folysporchon u hia suoeessori thus exclud- 
ing nil own son Caaaander. 

Rebellion of Eurydice, in which the com- 
pels her husband to Join (322, 317.) 

War between Polyaperchon and ''-— — Itr 
318 Polyaperchon, aided by JEacide* of Epirua, 
niarehpe against Eurydioe ; her army de- 
serts her ; she fa made prisoner. 

Otymsiai recalled by Polysnerobon (337.) 
317 Murder of Eurydioe and ArThidaaua by 
order of Olympian, 

Approach of Cassander; Olympias fliea to 
^e citadel of Pydna. 

andar besieges Olympiai In Pydna. 



300 Polytperchon 

301 The Qisto"-- 
— Philip ai 

theahoi 

SSS Philip diet; hia brothers, 
AMipaUr and AUuamltr m 
Damefetna Pbaleriua, the or 

SH Ci'vUws^tveonAloxanderandAotipateT. 
Py rihnt obtains a Tietory for Alexander. 
Demetrius Polyorcetee cornet to the aid of 
Alexander; bat he bat him aasstsssnsnled. 
and then selies noon the throne. 
SR Dtmetriw reigns in Maoedon. 
BS Revolt and inbjugauon of Thebea. 
281 Defeat of Lysimachua by the UeUe; be ia 



.__. ea Pydna; he puts Olymples 

to death; and recover) the bodiea of Ar- 
rhidaeui and Eurydice. which he buries 
with regal pomp, Cassander reigns. 
Marriage ot Casaandar and ThessaJonics. 
5 Caaaander at war with Antigonua. 



311 Roxan* and her son, Alexander IV.. kept 

in custody by Caaaander (399, 333, 320. > 
313 Caaaander at war with the JEtoSant. 
3,1 Murder of Roxana and Alexander IT 
310 Heracles claims the throne. 






nrfta— now agrnt. Den 



Demetrius drives Pnrhut oat iifTliiiissslj 
Subjugation ofThebet by Demetrioa. 
B Demetrius and Pyrrhn* at war. 
Marriage of Demetrioa and I * na — . daa. 
of Agaihocia, and wife of Pyrrhaa. 
S Theanmenaearmamenaiof Demetrioa enuanr 
the suspicion of Ptolemy and LnimachnsL 
SS7 Expulsion of Demetrioa from Macedonia; 
the kingdom ia divided between Lysbs- 



Pyrrhot expelled. 
LyxinvKhxt commimeea am reuru over ■*- 
cedonuLin the thirty-sovsntb year of las) 
rule in Thrace (323.) 
Ptolemy Cerannua, elder b 
lemj Philadelphua, quit 

comea to reside with Agath 

2B4 Arainoe.the wife of LyatmaebuB, impels her 

husband to murder hia son Agalhuil— 

* yseadra, and her brother Ceraunua, and 

order royal relative* eeeape to Seseoeoa. 

£83 Lyajmachia destroyed by an earthquake. 

28* Pbilelssrua and other gorernori unite with 

Seleucua against Lyeimachna. 
281 War with Seleuous; defeat and death of 
LyaJmaonus at Cyropediom. 
Muraer of Seleuous, by 
Pteiemg ftruaaas.wno now ■a.BBceda to the 

vacant throne of Maeedoo. 
He murders the sone of Lyritnachm. 
Ceraunua at war with Antigonua. 
290 Invasion of the Gauls; they commit the 

most frightful ravagea. 
27» War with the Gauls; defeat and death a 
Ptolemy Ceraunua. 
Mettager tncceeds Ptolemy. 
Amtipaler, king of Macedonia for * daye. 
Irruption of the Gauls under Brrnnus, 



a victory orer the 

The Gauls an a second dme repulse. 
Soathenes, who falls bimtelf in the bs 



CHRONOLOGY OF MACEDON AKD THRACE. 



7 jDUgoma Oata/rt, son of Dernetrioa, now 
becomw king of Maoedon. 
He merriei Pnilla, enter of Nieornedea, 
rular of Bithynia (see Asia Minor.) 
'4 Wit with Pyrrhui and the Gaul*. 

Antigonua Gomtui eape lied by Pyrrhu*. 
PfTThm (usurper) kins of Macedonia. 
The royal sepulchre* of JF.gK plundered. 
■3 Cleonymus, the Spartan, solicits the aid of 
Pyrrhu* •gainst his countrymen; be as- 
semble* a large army at Megnlopoli*. 
t Pjrrhu* inTadea Sparta. 
He ii killed at Argoe. 
Restoration of Juttf/ma fioaattu (274.1 
[" This happy torn of attain replaced An. 
tigonus at the bead of hii goi 



201 Philip in Alia Minor. 
200 War of Philip with Rome. 
137 Defeat of Philip at Cynocephalc. 
He U compelled to accept peace 



He ii compelled 
proposed by tl 
Tbeasaly. Acbi 



„ hie*, PhtMotk, Ac.; » ea- 

tufy the demand* of Attain! and the othet 
allira; to aurrender hii navy, and to pay 



1SS The' . 

nibal for Antiocbus. 
192 Chelcia and other oitie 
Philip resolves 



.ihieh, from this period, be reigned ....... 

27 yean, with little tuoketation at home, 1ST Dedunda 
and without " ' 



contending claims of Egypt and Syria."] 
3 Anligonui withdraw* from hiioonfliot with 

Aratui and retirei to Macedonia. 
S Death of Antigonua, aged 80 year*. 
Demdriut II. (ion) tucceedi. 
[The united power of the Achiean* con- 
tjuued, during the whole of this reign, to 
oppose ine Mcondency of Macedon.l 
9 Death of Demetriui; he two ueatht the king- 
dom to hii infant ton Philip. 
Antlaimut Damn succeeds Demetriui II.; 
flnc ai guardian to the young prince, 
Philip, and afterward* (by marrying the 
queen) in hii own right, ai sovereign of 
Macedon, till the boy should be qualified 
by age to mewed him. 

The kinif doin nrCBDen under bis iway. 

._. *™s3l**U. 

invade Macedonia. 



by Antjochna, 

r Romana. 

191 Conference between Philip and M. Aeilim 
Glabrio, in Epirua, for concerting mea- 

■hriir. atea the march of the Romana. 

tie of Eumenes, the Tbeaealiane, and 

lablans. for citiet and territorie* 

Boaeeesed by Philip. 
186 Philip appeals to Rome. 

-.. A . , ..", ._j 

Senete'i decision. 
aonnrmed: Philip 

_ .„ _, d to withdraw his 

garrison* from the towna in dispute, 
ealouay between Demetriui and hii elder 

nktMet' 



S Victory ( 
a Thallr/l 



of Anligonui at 



6 Illyri. 



Re aeeiste the Acbieane. 
9 Philip's arma auoceasful in Greece; he re- 
duces Elii and other places. 



»ie>°m«Mi 



215 Peace with Hannibal. 

113 Philip ■ suspected of having caneed the 

death of Aratua, by haiing him poisoned. 
[Of thii suspicion, however, there does not 

■earn sufficient ground far believing it to 

be well-rounded.] 
110 Philip capture j*4jrai; and the seat year 

BUS Philip in the Peloponnesus. 

205 Pear* between Philip and the ftolian*. 

Treaty with the Roman*. 
SS War of Philip with Rhode*, ou. 



to appeal against the ! 
The former judgment oonnrmea; rnuiu 
is therefore compelled to withdraw his 



Jealousy _.. 

brother, Pencui, heir to the throne. 
Demetriui poisoned by order of Philip. 



I'frKui, (nceeed* ; . . . 

Roman Senate (IBS.) 
Foieseei ng that war with Rome is inevitable, 
Peraeue conciliates the affections of his 
subject* by acta of Justice and generosity. 
2 Enmenea ™iu Rome, to stir up war be- 
tween the Romana and Perseus. 
1 Perseus at war with the Romana. 
He is accused of attempting tho life of hie 

rival, Burner**. 
LiciniusCraaausiniadesMaeedoo, but gains 

Roatilina defeated in Theaaaly. 

Peneoa successfully reaiata the invasion of 
Herein* Philippua. 
109 Lucius .Emilins enten Macedonia. 

Teneus fails in hi* efforts to obtain allies. 
Cautious war- policy of tflmilius. 
168 Battle of Pydna; defeat and Bight of Per- 
seus, who is made prisoner by the Ro- 
mans, and sent captive to Alba. 
[Thus by one decisive battle. /E mil ius strip- 
ped Perseus of his kingdom, put an end 
to hi* dynasty, and blotted Macedonia 
from the list of nations.] 
Partition of Macedonia Into four aeparatt 
states or provinces. 
US Andriseu* the pretender. 
11B Mstellue defeats Andriscus. 
147 Mamdenia a Samoa prwiitat. 
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he new distribution of the Macedonian empire by lb* aged ' ! 
1 government of Babylonia was granted to Seleucus, who hi 
. In onashing the lots sedition la the army. T' 

and amhitious chief, who, of all Alexander's i ' 



of a young 
preciatedt 



' the province of Babylon. 
opposes the views of the viceroy Foly- 
.,*rcbon and his general Enmenes. 
Python, «tmp of Media, takes refuge in the 
court of Seleneus. 
310 Antigonus (aided by Pythc 

i» defeated by Em 

Copratee. 
Second battle, itideciaive; Antigonus retires 

to (iamorga In Media. 

Defeat, betrayal, and death of Et 

tbe result of treachery. 

315 Antigonus breaks up tbe battalion of the 

Argyraapidae. 

He pats Python to death, on suspicion of 

participating in a treasonable conspiracy. 

Antigonus visits Babylon. 

Selanens, dreading his intention, quits Ba- 




bylon, and escapes to Egypt. 
Python, son of urn, -»---■>- 
■*— es of Syria by Al 



placed over the pro- 



311 Confederation of princes agnst. Antigonus. 

Antigonus rejects the demands of the con- 
federates, and prepares for war. 

War of Antigonus with the confederates. In 
Lesser Asia, Greece, Ao. 
313 Tbe confederates desire peace, bat Antt- 
gonus declines negotiation. 

Ptolemy determines to oppose the ambitions 
projects of Antigonui. 
SllBattieofGua; Ptolemy and Beuocna are 
victorious. 

One of the results of this battle waa the 

Return of Seleooua to Babylon, at the bead 
of 1000 infantry and SOU hone, confided 
to him by Ptolemy, after having defeated 
b! vsgoras and Nioanor, who bad opposed 



a qf lit kingdom a 
Us BtlncMa. 

A kingdom consisting of sever 

pies, and bounded by tb. 

Indus, and Oxus. 
[Tha commencement of the dynasty of the 

Scleucidn took place In the first year of 

117th Olympiad. I 
Settrou (Nicator) ascends the throne. 
306 War with Sandiacottua of India; Seleucns 

Pesos: 



301 Battle of Inena, whiob results in adding t 



ana Death of the captive Demetrius. 
2*1 Battle of Cyropediuin; Lyaiaa 

feeted and slain. 
380 Science assassinated by Ptolemy Ca 

sua; be is sneceeded by 
^aHoe*« f . (Soter) son of Seleaousv 
Ptolemy Ceraun us seises Polls, and k 

dared king, 
178 Antiochus invades Bithynia, hot is rept 

ny K icomedes and the Gauls. 
270 Macedonia ceded to Antigonus. 
264 Antiochus aids tha revolt of Magna agj 

Ptolemy Philadelnhr- 
War with Ptolesny, 

AanaiBSWa, by sea ar. 

2r3 Antioehna defeated by Euinenee. 
263 Invasion of tbe Gaols. 
261 Battle with the Gaub at . 

chns defeated and killed. 




, rstorian, fino. 

Revolt of Theodotns; he founds 
Th* ktnedom o/ Bactrta. 

astounds 

Tkr Mnprlsw nfPaHUm. 

249 Antiochus finding lie cannot retain his 

sessions while at war with Ptak 

speedily coneladcs a pease with him. 

He also puts away Laodice, and ma 

Berenice, daughter of Ptolemy. 
The succession settled upon tba MM of 
latter marriage. 
B Antiochus puts Berenice away after 
death of her father; Laodice lustuiud 
Laodice poisons Airtiochna, in orde 
secure her present position. Her son 
Sdeuau II., rCaUiniona) succeeds. 
Berenice and her inmat son a— sins la 
order of Laodice. Great indignation 
War with Egypt is the result. 
5 Annochus Hi erax, the brother of Seles 
forms an alliance with the Gaols. 
He goes to war with his brother *» 
dominions in Asia Minor. 

1 Defeat of Scleucusi he shuW himself u| 

Anttoeh. A change of policy nocset 



OHBOKOLOQT Or STRIA. 



B.C. 190. 



4 by Hierai, compel! 
); Ptolemy, 



. iwed twtween Autiocbni 

brother Hienu. 
Loss of territory occasioned by the 
of Eumehca,kins/ofPei™uns. 
. MO Hierar. leads 100,000 Giuli into the province 
of Babylonia. 

HiJmcui dnfsats thorn; and Hioi 

is detuned a prisoner 



for^ffiir 1 



r against AnuH; Seleucuirosde 
praonerand detained until hit death. 
B7 Hwnibetnit liberated in Bfypknti off: 

Syria, but ii killed in the Arabian dee. - 

Sat Selsuoue Callinicni (in captivity) falla from 

Mi bom and li killed. 

aHm III. (Ceriunui) 

War with Attains. 

S3 Apu.tnriue and Si 



-— -e the murder of Seleuota; he u 
seeded bjr hit ' 
A-Hodua III. < 



I. (the Great) under the gi 



Rebellion of Molon and Alexander, * 

of Media and Penis. 
Xenon and Theodotui are tent against the 



Molon, who then I 

Marriage of Antiochns 'eee Aaia Minor,) 
W Antiochui matches againat the rebels. 
Defection of On rebels ; they t 



Antioohui reduces moat of 
of Coale-Syri 
Helenas Plei __ 
OS Negociation* for pease broken off 

817 BatST'of Ranhia; Antioohui i 
Cole-Syria, Palestine, and Phcei 
stored to Egypt. 

Peace with Egypt. 

Antiochui at war with Achssus, who hi nc 

Air 1 ■-' 

the citadel of Sardis. 
S15 Siege of Sardii; it ii captured by stratagem 

Hi Achteuj, in the citadel, Ii betrayed by Ba- 



107 Euthydemos income fniif i 
peace with Antioohui. 

Peace with Parthia and Bactria. 
aOO Eipodition into India for elephants. 

Antioohui returns, having obtained 160 of 
thoaa aniraak and immense booty. 

War with Egypt after the death of Ptolemy 
Philopater. 

[" The aircunHtanoe of Ptolemy Epiphane* 
being a mere child, appear* to have sug- 
gested to the king of Syria and to Philip, 
of Macedon, the ungenerous uroject of 
•siring upon hie dominions. The former 
at the head of a victorious army, and the 
latter, having under his command the 
finest fleet at that time on the sea, pro- 
ceeded without delay to accomplish their 
scheme of partition ." ] 

Antiochui invade! and raduoee Cosle Syria 
and Palestine. 
201 Alliance of Attains, of Perganroa, with the 
Rhodians, Romans, and Egyptians, far 
relisting both Antiochui and Philip. 
193 SconM.anjGtoiian chief, prepares to attack 
CtBle- Syria, &o. 

Embassy from Some to Antiochui. 

The Syrian army ii withdrawn from Alia 



Antiochui defeat! Soopai at Paniun 
Bret takes refuge in Ssrdk. and tb< 



rendere with hi , . 

Antioohui conqn. Paleitine and Phoenicia. 
1B7 War for the lost province* in Asia Minor 

and the iost cities of Greece. 
Ardycs and Mithriditta besiege Sardii. 
Antiochui proceeds with ■ fleet of 100 

■allsyi to Ephemu. 
Alliance with Egypt; treaty of marriage 

betw een Antioch ut't diugh lar. Cleopatra, 

and Epiphanes. 



provoked by the 



.t Lysiiiischia ; the latter 



The hostility of Ron 

Rebuilding of Lyaimi 
Conference between t 

rejects the interference of the former. 
IDS Antiochui continues to pnnua his war 
policy in Asia Minor. 

Conference at Rome, between ambassadors 
from Antiochu» and the Senate. 

The .AStoliam solicit the aid of Antiochui 
against the encroachments of Home. 

Hannibal connsels Antiochui to cany war 
into Italy; but hii courtien urge a differ- 
ent course. 
192 Antiochua, following the advice of hii flat- 
terers, invades Greece. 

Antioch us reduoss Chaicii and obtains pos- 
session of several other cities. 

Rome declaree war against Antiochua. 

Antiochui winters in Chaicii. 

He marries the daughter of Cteoptolemua. 
191 War with Rome commenced. 

Antiochui is opposed in Greece by the 
consul M. AcSio Glabrio. 

Defeat of Antioohtu in Greece; he returns 
to Asia Minor. 
ISO Naval defeat off Corjeua. 

Antiochui invade* Perratnua, 

Naval defeat off Pamphylla. 



CHBOKOLOOT OF STBIA. 



1SU Antioohi 

Roma™ rejec: 
Bailie of Magni 



& defeat of Antio- 



„ti all pretensions to Europe, to p»y 

to Rome 15,000 talents within twelve yrs., 
■0 pay Eumenea 400 talents and ■ large 
quantity of com; to deliver up Hannibal 
■□d others, and to giTO twenty hulifs. 



IP* l>istress«l condition of Syria. 

187 Death of Anliocbne. Thetreun: 
cbus being exhausted, ha iWie 
the temple of Erymaia, the g; 



181 Eunetor and Ijysias ere put to death bj ttm 

Syrian army. 
1111 War with the Jewi of Palatine. 



■ too of Epipbanea. now dead at 
The Banana giro ear to Balaa' pi 

and render him military aid. 



ascend* the throne of the Soleucidm, by 
U ampo- the aid of hit father-la -law, TllilllMI J 

killed in [Philoneler bad given hi» daughter, Cleo- 

I patra,ae wife to Balas, see 147.1 

I Balaa disgusts bia suhjecrj by hie vanity, 
1 1 voluptuousness, and profligacy. 

118 Arrival of Demetrius Nicator bom Crete. 
Ptolemyw disgusted with Balaa, th - * * 
pri vea him of Cleopatra^and turns* 



the fray (see 186.) 
.Ma™ IV. (PbUopatex) succeeds. 
Antiochus, the king's younger broil 

hosts** at Rome < iBCO 

Syria a depoudenoy of Roma. 

188 City of Artaiata, in Armenia, built, nriTMbhjofCtoqpatra jasfltMn Mgd >■■— 

180 Selencua desirous of re] ieving the irksome 117 Ptolemy espouses the catsse of the rightful 

confinement ofhisbro.,s,bostsgest Rome, beir to the throne— Demetrius; to whoa 

sends his eon, Demetrius, nihil substitute. I begins his daughter, Cleopatra, aa wife, 

178 Heliodorna sent by Antiocbua to plunder 1 146 Ptolemy and the young Demetriaa defeat 



the temple of Jerusalem, 
j Philopeter poisoned by Heliodorna, wbo 
..: . '—-He throne. 



aw. 



pmgthe 
thsfcitif 



Balaa murdered Id the Arabian lienil 
OMrtw It. (Nicator) auooae^ 
Ptolaray dies of his wonnda. 



143 Reliellion of Diodotua Tryphon, who art. 

np the son of Alexander Balaa. 
148 DeieM of Demetrius ot " 



Demetrius escapee tor rerun to a farina* 

ofSeleuclsPiaria. 
Ttypho* murders tbeyoong king Aabiochns. 
and usurps the entire goven " 



id usurps th 
i c trim a gn 



of Enmenas 

ana a twins, to too prejudice of hia 

nephew, Demetrius. 

A n tioehus adopts a trifling behaiiour, and 

is despised tor meanness and frivolity. 

171 Epiphanee, renewing the Syrian claim for 

Utele- Syria and Palestine, invades Egypt. 

Batik) of Pelusium ; Antiocbua victorious. 

170 Antiochus again victorious; Philomttor 

defeated and made prisoner. i . -.,. „ 

Egypt, aa far aa Alexandria, subdued byi 141 Demetritart grant to the Jews (I lex,] 
the arms of Antiochus. 140 Demetrius quits hia retreat to assist the 

108 Siege of Alexandria. ! Parthian insurgents in Upper Asia, 

Antiocbua liberates Pbilometer in order to ] Antiochus Sidetea marries Cleopatra, the 
thwart the "lews of Evergetee. I wife of bia brother Demetrius, by virtue 

" " ' of which onion he claims the throne, 

138 War between Antiochoa and Tryphon: the 
latter is defeated and pursued into Pho; 
nioia, and thence into Apamea. 
Death of Tryphon, the usurper. 
138 Dametrina defeated and made prisoner by 
Mithridates; sent captive into Tlyreania. 
He lurries the daughter of M ithridatsa. 
137 ^aUtotiaj VII. (Sidetea) sucoeeda. 
134 Expedition of rlidotns against Jndea. 
133 Poace granted to Judea. 
19 Expedition into Pertlua; Antiochn* obtain 

many advantages. 
198 Antiocbua and bis army cut off in Parthia. 
Dtmttritu II. (Nicator) having returned 
from exile, either by accident or inten- 
tion, resume* his troubled reign. 
[" Demetrius'a marriage with the Parthian 
prinoess, Rhodogyne, not onty alienated 
hia wife Cleopatra (138), but brought 
■pen him the Indignation of the ft iniisi 
of Egypt ia Syria? 1 , 
128 Demetrius imprudently involve* himaeh* in 
a war with Egypt, in support of the pre- 
tensions of the queen regent. 
Intrigues against Demetrius in Egypt. 



1ST Epiphanee provoke* a retol 

(see Pxleetine.) 
185 Expedition into Upper Asia. 

..... 1__ 1 ft ncrjiegiooa attach npon 

Hymais (T&7.)_ 
linPaStin 



is Babylonia, 

1 between the 

„,,,. be Indus baring bean loat] 

ISt Revolution in Antioch in favour of Dome 
trim, wbo had temped from Rome. 
itssssh-fu I. (Soter) aoooeeda. 
[" The nation at large conceiving that De- 
metrius could not have left Roma without 
the oonenrrence of the Senate, hailed hit 
accession with joy."] 
450 



B.c. 125. 

1S6 Alexander Zabina- the son ofnn Alexandrian 

broker, is stirred up by the Egyptian kins 

to claim the throne of Sltii, u no of 

Alexander Balas; benoe— Civil war. 

Demetrius being defeated escapes to Tyre. 

"■■ - ■ mstiga" 

■a (is. 

1 Demetrius, dis- 

i fori few month*. 

victim to hia mother 1 ! rage sod 

ber'sjeelousy (1SL) 

TIIlT (Grypns) suooeedi. 

■ the daughter of Pbytoon ; end 

powerful support from Egypt. 

134 Cleopatra assumes a share of the govemraL 
Civil war between Atitiodaus and the pre- 
tender. Alexander II. 
123 Cleopatra pud forward the ' 



CHBOKOLOOY OF STRIA. 



... . .ee (140. 114.) 

War against Alexander oontintied. 
Defeat and flight of Alexander. 
He attempts to rob a temple of its treasures 
and is killed (1 lffi.) 
121 Orypus, fearing the intrigues of his mother, 

Cleopatra, effects bar murder. 
118 Antiochni Cyv.ioenn>, instigated by hia in- 



Antiodaa IX. tCysioenne) tuooeedi. 
Hli Tioea and folly Insult hia people. 
Return of Grypoa; he defeat* Cyiioenut, 

•bo retreats into Coals- Syria. 
Aeoommodatioa between the bp 



brother from the th 

114 OiTil war, between Antioohui Grypni 
Antioohua Cyiioenus; he withdra 



mlea at Damaacua oter Cojle-Syria. 

The Euphrates now forma the bonn J — 

the Syrian kingdom. 
Lorn of Upper Asia (see Parthia.) 
Revolt of Judo*. 
96 Ciril war renewed between the btothei 
Grypus murdered by an ambitious ret! 

who aapina to the crown. 
95 Seleucns, the eldeet md of Grynue, di 

hia uncle, Cyiicenua. who is slain. 
Civil war, between Scleuoiu and Eua 



eignty in opposition to Seleucus. 
Saleuoui defeated: fllea into Cilieia, where 

heaooo after perishes. 
Antiockui XI ., the Bud ton of Qrypu»,«mt*ndi 

unsuccessfully with hie cousin Rusebea, 
PhtUrmxi, another son or Grjpu, at war 

with nil cousin Kiuehee. 
The Parthiane support Busebee. 
Philippua <a defeated and expelled bit kadm. 
Densfnu Kwcafnu, the fourth eon of Ury- 

Adiauuing from Cnidee with an army, he is 
sailed by the Perthiana, and lent into cap. 
tivity, and soon after dies. 

A*tiot*ut XII. (Minor) ascends the throne 
ofCosle-Syrie. 

For two yean be maintains hia throne again* 
Eueebea, against his brother Pbilippus, 
and againet the predatory Arabs. 

Battle with the Arabs; Antioohui defeated 

i The people' of Antiooh, disgusted with the 
descendants of Seleucua Nicator, invite 
Tiirauea to accept the sovereign rule. 
Eosebee escape, into Cilieia; and Selene hk 
wife, retires, with her two infent •one, mto 
a fortress of Commagne. 



i, king of Armenia and Syria. 



pf? 



yean, after whloh period the count 
the Selnoida eeeaed to be a 1' ' 

70 Tigrane* roceives Mituridates 

on the demand of Appiua Claudius. 
B8 LueulJus drives Tiarajiea out of Syria, 

Aatiodua XIII. ( Asiatieua) aon of Eneebes 
and Selene (Si), prefers hia claim, which 
LnouUna receives favourably. 
65 Pomney thwarta the plana of Lncullus. with 
reference to the restoration of the Syrian 
kingdom to Antiocbus Asiatieua. 
The youth, Antiochne A stations, driven from 
the tent of Potnpay, and expelled the king 
doni of his ancestors, ai unworthy to reign, 
and aa unentitled to any compensation for 
the lose of his hereditary dominion*. 
Out a/ tee refoo of the Sttvtida. 
, . 6S Syria reduced by Pompey Into a tarn 



o,GooqIc 

2(52 



CHRONOLOGY OP ASIA MINOR. 

At the dkanlation of the Macedonian empire several petty tin s;d eras sprang into exis 
this portion or the dismembered territory :—in Cappadoda Eumenes is nude king; Ai 
reigns over PAryjria, Lycta, and Pampliytla ; the kin* of Ponttu a Mithridate* II. ( ' 

descended from the Per-'— "-- -* '*-■ '- -'- 

BUIiynia, and Ml/Ha fa 

Wj'iwaara. quits H 



ii of royalty; be also reigns oi 



|ulbi M™ imd puna Into Europe, 
attracted by the hope of obtaining Cleo- 
patra, did with her the kingdom of Ha- 
cedon (see Greece, B.C. 337.) 
Epicurus leaves Same* for Athene. 
S AHaraUet. of Cappadocia, defeated by Per- 
diccas, mule prisoner, mid put to death. 
Isnsa invested with the government of 
Cappadocia by Pardiooae. 
II Antipater and Craterui come Into Asia 
Minor to right with Perdiooas. 
Bumenee defeats Craterui; the latter falls 

in the battle. 
The prorinees of Triparadisiis divided. 
II Jaffomu, of Phryata. defeat! Eun 
Cappadooia; bobeaiBar- "- : — ■- K; 



317 Polysperchon appoint 



asi 



derlu 

15 Battle of Oabiene; defeat of Enmenet by 

Antigen us. 
The Argyraipida betray Eumenes to Anti- 
aonua, who killi him. 

16 Zfodtst, of Bitbynia, (who succeeded Bat 

in 326 ) is at war with Chalcedon (278. ) 
Antigonus opposed by Cataaader, Lyeim*- 

chus, Seleucus, and Ptolemy. 
Mithridates of Pontus an ally of Eumenea. 
14 Antiaonua, of Phrygia, seizes Pbtenicia. 

12 ArittmUiet III., king of Cappadooia (1 316.) 
Defeat of Demetrius, sou of Antiaonua, at 

Qaxa, by Ptolemy and Seleucus. 

11 General peace. 

1(1 Outbreak between Ptolemy and Antiaonua. 
ripicurus flourishes at Mytilene, &c. 

16 Demetrius, son of Antigonas, defeat) Pto- 
lemy of Egypt in a sea- fight off Kalamia 
Antiaonua assumes the regal title (3*).) 
He unsuccessfully invades Egypt. 

H Demetrius besieges Rhodes. 

13 Demetrius returns to Greece hating con- 

cluded a peace with the Rbodians. 

12 Antigonus murder* Ctlatea of Pontut. 
JfiiArtdorfa. III., of Pontus, succeeds Mith- 
ridate* II., who began to reign, 3S7 (260.) 

1 Demetrius Joins his lather Antigonus. 



Battle of I psui ; Antigonus defeated an d slaii 
(aged 81) by Seleucus and Lyaimaohua. 
_ Dtmttrliu Poiforosfci^kins; of Phrygia, He. 



Seleucus and Lysimacht 
ssss, king of Phrygia, 

.„ . » .__„ of Cilieia. 

Lyoon, the Peripatetic, born at Ti 
8 StnUonice married to Seleucus. 
ID Colossus of Rhodes begun by Chares of 
Lindas, a pupil of Lyiippiu (I Stt2.> 
Milhridates HI., of Pontus, seiwe on Pa- 
phlagonia and Cappadocia (284.) 
B Colossus of Rhodes finished (t £80.) 

[Those who place the beginning of this 
magnificent work at B.C. 301) 



» Zipastes l 

oka of Thrace. 
Demetrius captured by Hetencne of Syria. 
14 Jrtamwt, II., king of Ceppadoeia. 
3 PMIManu, of Pergamos, asserts the inde- 
pendence of Mysuv 
Ha natrooisas the arts— arehhectnre. 4*. 

1 Deft, and death of Lyatnstehn* by Belsaea*, 
» Birth of Cbrysippu*, the Stoic. 

ColossBSof Rhode, finished by La*hea(BCL) 
Rhodes (he moat beautiful city of all ids 

Grecian cities at this period. 
Murder of Seleuona. 
B MoMfsd*. I., king of Bithynia (SIS.) 
The Gauls, disoomfltad at Delphi, come inW 
Gaiatia on the invitation of Nioomedee of 
Bithynia; the* enter hi* saniess. 
8 Artobarvu*. III., king of Ponto* (24*0 

He is unsuccessful against Sinope. 
3 Amaaai I., king of Mysia (Phrygia, Ac. I 
He defeata AnDocbos, king of Syria, and 
possesaea himself of rEolis. 

2 An tioch.ua defeated at Sardia. 

8 The Gauls in Asia Minor (see 478,1 
'■" ■ '■ B*III.in~ " 



ling of Pergamua ( Mysia.) 

IIP., king ot Pontus f I SH.) 

9 The Gauls, from Gaiatia, invade Mysia, bat 

are repulsed by Attain* (s78.> 
8 Pmtatl.. king of Bithynia (ISO.) 
A Earthquake; the oelebrttrd Colo**** ot 

Rhodes thrown down(t IS.) 

5 MsjriagtofAntiochuswithLaodieejlaBgh- 

ter of Milhridates of Pontua (190.) 
D Prusias at war with Byxantimn. 
Mithridates at war with Sinope. 
AriaraOml'V. (a child) kg. of Carspadocia. 
Marriage of Aehieus with Laodiea, another 
dau. of Mithridates, of same name (222.1 
7 Victory of Ariarathes over the Parthian*. 

6 Prusias or Bithynia defeats the Gauk. 
Attains of Mysia forma an alliance wi;h 

Antioohus of Syria. 

4 Aebjm fall* into the power of Antioebi 
.nab> "^ ' ' • 

jtPhi 

Apollonius, of Perirami 
«J Zeno, of Tanua, phiiosujiu 

5 General treaty and peace. 



power of An tioeb Ta. 
Rome, Jains the Mar 



2U0 Attains, of M; 



Ins, of Mysia, vi 

I us introduces be 

now adopted inala 

7 Ear*™. If., king of „ 

He Joint Rone against Syria. 
Prusias of Bithynia goes against H 
2 Marriage of Anarathes IV\, of Cap 
with Antiornis, daughter of Am 
He Join* Antioohus against Rome. 



CHRONOLOGY OF ASIA MTNOB. 



iai Kuroones and the Roman* Victorian* in ■ 

sea-fight with the Syrian*. 
190 Pfcu-aoosil king or Pontus (167.> 
188 Iisrseaccessioiis to the territory of Eumenes 

■t the clou of the war with Syria. 
184 PnuiM.ofBithynia.UwarwithEomenei, 

the war being instigate! by Hannibal. 
183 Phamacc* of PonEu* reduce* Sinope. 

Arisrathes IV.. of Cappadocia, an ally of 

Lumen ee sgainst Phamaee* of Pontus. 
Death of Hannibal at the court of Prusias 

of Bithynia (t IBS.) 
181 PhBrnueaatwarwithEnmenegll. of Per- 

pmia, till 178. 
180 ftM'oi II.. king of Bithynia (119.) 
179 i/jrw, kingofPap 1 -'- — ■■- 



[He thai Iowa the friendship or Rome.] 
a Pnaiai III., king of Bithynia. 

A Irruption of the Trocmi into Cappadocia. 



7. (Mi Urinates Philopator) king 



Discoveries at Pen 



of Cappadocia 



mbatny fro 
[Solas II.. I 



S, 166.) 



J.,kiiigofPemmu»(MyiisO 

iS Habipherm having dnm Ariarathes from 

hi* kingdom, reigns in hi* stead (162.) 

Ariarathes take* refuge at Rome. 

? aYUarfdateiV.(ETergetM)k.ofPontai(I£0.) 

id Hithridate* of Poptu* become* an ally of 



i6 Attsdus assists Philopator (Ariarathe* V. 
against Holophernes, wbo B dethroned. 

Philopator re-ascends the throne (162, 168.) 
A War between Attains »nd Prusias. 
3 Peace; the result of Roman mediation. 

AttsJus of PereamHI pntroniies literature. 
£ Pruaias of Bithynia tnurdered by hi* son. 



J3BB 

T 

134 A 



Hithridate* of Ponto* an ally of Rome. 
130 Fbrygi* Magna beatowed on Eiergete. of 

_ Pontus by the P 

""" ' " * CappanOCie, 
and put 



lenaieu ana bush dt ansroi 
it VI. (» minor) k. of Cappei 
a* of Hyiia taken prison ar mi 
a by the Roman* (133.) 



to death by th 

ISO Evcrgeles of Pontus isilain at Sinope. 



_ _ .stort, \ 

alliance with the Hen 
n upon Paphlagon' 
'-— if Ponto* pi 

.Ihes of Cappadocia, to dee 
:i« the aged Nioomede* (1 

kingdom is founded by Tigrratt I. 

04 Hithridate* destroy* the son and successor of 
Ariarathas and Laodic e of Cappadocia, and 
place* his own son upon the throne. 
Ariobamum I. appointed king of Cappado- 
cia by the Romans (63.) 
He is expelled by Hithridate* (92,90,88,84.) 
92 Ualatia conquered by Hithridate*. 

Sylla restores Ariobarzanea to bis kgdm. (93.) 



sucoaeds (88.) 
. . -.-......- __,.-.__ ,. Ariobarzane*. 

89 M. Aquilhus ha* him restored (93.) 
"" Nicomedessipclloiihy Mithridstos.whosnp- 
poru) the claim* of Socrates the parricide. 
Third expulsion of Ariobarianea, king of 



Cappadocia, by * 
Hithndatee' ftnt wi 



a loss of 110,000 mi 



84 Peace between Hithridate* and the 'Romans ; 
Hithridatea restores Bithynia to Nioo- 
mede* III., Cappadocia to Ariobarianea, 



75 Nioomedesbequeathshiskragdom(Bithynia) 

to the Romans (see Rome, 74.) 
7l BMpna added to the Roman unpin, 
Hithridslea's second war with Rome. 
7B He it compelled to retire into Axm<""> 
64 ZWeAtrfas, king of (Mafia. 

He extendi his dominion by taking 
' ' — nia Minor. 

II., king of Pontus, having trea- 
J "is death of Mithri- 

"iloeporat. 

II., king of Cappadocia. 

48 Ariobarzane* espouse* the cause of Pom 
against Csaar (42.) 

J -~ ■-ibariaiie*, and gives : 






Ceasar defeats Pharnaces 1 1 

'ui aoMsd to the Roman empire. 
ins puts Ariobarianes to death (53.) 
_. .jrafAss VII., king of Cappadocia. 
30 Antony makes a bod of Pbamacoa— 

Darint, king of Pontus. 
38 Prosperous condition of Ephesi 

and commercial oil, .. 
36 Antony deposes Ariarathes VII. of Capni- 
dooia, and puts him to death; he appoint* 
ArcMaxi king of Cappadocia. 



Ardulaiti king of Cappa 

Bkrchebtus reigned SO yt 
eremoTe* Darius of Bo 



.Jji<i Minor anmaed to the R 



CHRONOLOGY OP PABTHIA AND BACTKIA. 

These kingdoms sprang into existence at the nine time, both being Ibe offspring, of r 

— R the dominion of Syria. The history of Bactria in but little known, for the n 

-'t« it have nearly ell been lor' - L '--— -■-"-> ---■'■ -*-- ■ — ->- 

ia. Thar Lj ' — -' "- - 

In om category. 



nth short] avelins an 
ana Mid Sogduuti, at 
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gradually extended their dominion over the adjacent provinces, until it included almost ail ta 
eountriea ant of the Euphrates, whiob had belonged to the old Persian monarchy." 



He opens commercial relations with India. 
£17 War of Areecee with Ariarathes, king of 

Cappadocia, in which Arsaees i« slain. 
316 Armm III. (Artabanus I.t-Parthia. 
£12 Invaiionof Parthia by Antiochua the Greet, 

and eipuliion of Arta b anua. 
211 Artabanua, after much vicissitude of war, 

210 All claims on Partbia and Hyrcania are 
renounced by Antraohna. 



[Froi 



lia time mnoh uncertainty prevail! 
iut 100 years, respecting the kings 
■this— their number, names, and 
i being much coofused.J 
■nui defeated by Antiochua. 
reigns oyer the Indian and other 



i on tuccseaful i 



He c 

M sua ana 

Renewed invasion of Parthia by Antiochua. 
Araaoaa reaiata him with an anny of 9O,0OU 

hone and 100,000 foot. 
Treaty of Araaoaa with Antiochua. 
M ATtaat IV. (Priepatiu*)— Parthia. 

His sons are Phraalea (181), Mithridaies 

1174), and Artabanua (la!.) 
SB Armenia formed into a kingdom under the 

patronage of Antiochua the Great. 
Ariartaif., first kins; of Armenia. 
Bemafrtiu ison of Euthydemua, ffill kingof 

India, i.e. the Bactrian proTinoea of India, 
fl Arncei V. (Phraatte) (by revolt)— Partbia 

(Howlettl7S.) 
Eneratidai, king of Bactria— during whose 

reign Bactria flourished, 
rs Araaoea gains a victory over tba Mardiana, 
At tut death bis brother obtains the kgdm. 

454 



1 Amen VI. (Mithridatcsy-Parthin (Bhur. 
16*.)— « wise and virtuous prince. 
Prosperous ooodition of the Parthian khsg- 



Demethua of Syria. 
Defeat of the confederal 

oas; loss to Bactria of ... . ... 

Demetrius taken prisoner; 

ten Mam in captivity — **- 
Marriage of Dsmetni 

daughter of Milhride 



and Bhodagyaa, 






(Phraatea II.)-Paithia. 
run bv the nomad* hordes el 
■ctriadlfj.) 



Central Aaia.-Fall 
War of Parthia with ua eaatern nomaas 

tribes— Soy thians, tea. 
Great battle with the Scythians; defeat ass 

death of Phraates 11. 
9 Jrauii VIII. (Artabanus II.) Parthia. 
War with the Scythians continued. 

at first disastrous to Parthia. 
8 Tottl destruction of Autiochus" army: Aa- 

tiochus alain. 
6 Artabanus defeated and killed in bane 

with the Scythians (Thogerii. ) 

5 Anattt IX. (Mithridatea It) aau knows 

as Pacorua I. -Parthia. 
A Mitbridstes ia victorioua, in successive yean, 
over the Soythiana, with whom sevoal 
sanguinary battlea are fought. 

6 Tranquillity ia restored by Hithridsta. 

7 The kingdoms of Armenia. Major and 

Minor, rise Into notice at tEa time, loder 
the celebrated lignum. 



INDEX. 



Aco^i in alliance with Lacedwmon, 108 
Achaean League, 314 

■, its constitution and extent, 315 
, measures of Ar»tai for its support, 324 

in alliance with Antigonus, 325 

makes war against Sparta, 325 

defeated by Cleonienes, 328 

defeated by the ^toliana, 330 

, naval defeat of the, 358 

Actuens, fidelity of, 298 

, revolt o£ 289 

, increased power of, 302 

is betrayed and put to death, 303 

Acropolis of Corinth, surprise of, 321 
.Cms of Greece, the most important, 2 

. i the deputation to Philip, 145 
and Demosthenes, from the Phocicnn 

Congress, 152 
ms obtain a peace from Antipater, 244 

, their incursions on the territories of the 

Achxan League, 329 
Agesjlans, his success in Asia Minor, 65 

marches into Breotis, SO (see Epamei- 

Agiitis (widow of Agia the Spartan king), her 

influence, 333 

, death of, 841 

Agis, murder of, 325 

Alexander at the battle of Chssronea, 1 63 

, his accession to the throne of Macedon, 

16T 

,hie generosity and sagacity, 168 

at the Amphictyonic council, 169 

Is elected generalissimo of the Greeks, 

170 

. his warlike preparations, 170 

reduces Thrace, 171 

advances against the Trfballi, 172 

conquers the Get*, 172 

receives an embassy from the Celts, 172 

returns to Macedon, 173 

marchea upon Thessaly, 1 74 

takes Thebes by storm", 175, 178 

, his demands on Athens, 177 

prepares for the invasion of Persia, 178 

passes the Granicus, 179 



Alexander is in 

captures rlalicamassus, 184 

marches to Phrygia, 185 

, conspiracy against hit lite, 185 

conquers Phrygia, 185 

aabduea Cilicia, 190 

, his interview with his physician, 191 

marches to the highland of Cilicia, 191 

, humanity of, after the battle of Issus, 

197-198 

takes Tyre by assault, 200 

reduces Syria, Judsja, Samaria, and 

Phoenicia, 201 

founda Alexandria, 202 

visits the temple of Amman, 202, 203 

receives reinforcements from Macedon, 



reduc 

212 
• marries Roxana, 212 

• builds Aleiandria and other towns in 

the neighbourhood of Parapomisus, 213 
, bit expedition to India, 215 

founds Nicea and Bucephelia, 216 

ia wounded at a fort of the Malli, 217 

rescued by the Macedonians, 218 

marries the daughter of Darius, 218 

, his domestic politics, 219 

, commercial imd agricultural views, 219 

, meetine of his troops, 220 

enters Babylon, 221 

receives numerous embassies, 222 

, his death and character, 222, 223, 417 

,view ofhis policy, 225-8, 402-7 

, changes resulting from his death, 228 

, his family, 229 

, preparations for his funeral, 232 

, his conquests, true value of, 400 

ibjecte of the Punjabee settlements, 402 
■=-* — '-» in the historic* of, 413 

to topography and ethnolocy. 



414 

, his northern camps 



1,415 



c.paign,4 
India, 41 
Alexander, son of Roxana, birth of, 231 
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Alexander Zebina (Aleiander II.), usurps tl 
throne ; his reign of sii yeara ; he 
put to death, 387 
Alexandria, liege of, by Antiochua, 382 (» 
also Alexander) 

, ita felicitous situation, 406 

Aleiandrian cities, favourable position of, 403 
Amphictyonic Council, cruel demands of, 15™ 
Amphictyous, decree of, in the Phocisn w« 



Amphipolis, siege of, raised, 127 

d of sacrilege, 159 



Amphipolis, ilege oi 
— — , capture of, 1 3 
Amphisia, people of, : 

.revolt of, 160 

Ancvrae, battle of, 298 
Anglo-Indian discoveries, 401 
Antalcidaa, hie mission to Sardii, 68 
— , peace of, 69 

Antigonns and Leonstus, their disobedience to 
Perdiccas, 234 

, jealousy of, 237 

, preparations of, 264 

declines negotiation, 268 

, hia sou defeated by Ptolstny and Se- 

leucus, 266 

invades Egypt, 275 

assume* the regal title, 275 

, hia retreat from Egypt, 275 

, hia ascendency in Greece, 2TT 

, confederacy against him ; hia campaign, 

278 
— , hia death at the battle of Ipsus, 278 
Antigonus Gonatss, son of Demetiiua, recovers 

hit throne, 286 
i retiree to Peloponnesus, 288 

, hia death, 287 

Antigonua Doaon in power, 287 

, his victories, 287 

, hia death, 288 

Antigonus 111., hia advance against Cleomenes, 



828 



t of Cor 
neral of tl 



l, 327 



Antiochus the Great, hia victory, 304 

defeats Scopes, 306 

• attacka Uyaia and Caria, 307 

, his discussion with the Romans, 307, 361 

, hli warinPindia; invades Greece ; has 

weak and unsteady conduct, 370 

, hia fleet defeated by the Romans, 374 

, by the Rhoduma, 375 

proposes a treaty with the Romana, 376 

ioaes the battle of Magnesia, 378 

, hia flight into Syria, 378 

, his embassy to the Romana at Sardia, 378 

, death of, 379 

Antiochua Epiphanea succeeds Selencus, SSI 
.his trifling behaviour, 381 

declare* war against Egypt, 381 

,his submissive conduct to the Bosnia*, 



Antiochua Eupator, hia accession, 383 

- put to death at Antioeh, 383 

Antiochus VI., or " Antiochus Epiphanes" (the 

son of Balaa), slain by Diodotne, 386 
Antiochua VII. (Sidetes), accession of, 386 

slain among the Parthians, 387 

Antiochus V1U. (Grypus) succeeds Zefcina, 

marries a daughter of Ph rscou, 387 
■ ■»L the throne disputed bv his brother, 386 
.division of the kingdom, murder af 

Grypus, and death of Cyieniims, 381 
Antiochua IX. (Cyzenicus) dethrones Gryaai 

(Antiochua VIII.), 388 

agrees to a partition of the kingdom,*"" 

ia defeated and slain, 388 

Antiochua X. (Eiuebes) (iiccccda Cjxeni-as, 

king of Damascus, 388 
Antiochua XI. and Philip vindicate fceir 

rights, 388 
Antiochua XII (Dionyaius) ascends the ttna* 



is success, 328-342 

, character of, and death, 329 

Antiochus Botar, origin of his title, 290 

, hia misfortunes, 291 

,ii defeated and slain by the Gauls at 

Ephesus, 291 
Antiochus Theoa defeats the troops of Ptolemy, 

293 

il murdered, 293 

Antiochus Hienu, defeat and captivity of, 21 
Antiochua the Great, 298 

takes the field against Molon, 299 

, hit views on Egypt, 300 

defeated in the battle of Raphia, 302 

marches against the Parthians, 304 



i the Arabs, 319 
Antipater, viceroy of Alexander the treat, 
defeats the confederacy against Ha- 
cedon, 209 
defeated by the Athenians, 242 
, hia final success, 242 
ency of, 245 



-'takes m 



nee, 246 
j his death, 248 

Apellea, intrigues of, against Aratua, 331 
Apollodotus one of the Indo-Mecedouie dv 

nasty, 428 
Aratua, life of, 313 

— , birth and childhood of, 316 

— , his conquest of Sicyon, 317 

— , he retires into Egypt, 318 



Anton, bin mufoTtanca, 319 

return* to Sicyon, 319 

surprises the Acropolis of Corinth, 321 

invades jEtolia, 333 

, his attempts on Athens, 333 

,tri»l of, 330 

, death of, 33! 

Argyraapides, fate of the, 262 

Ariana and the Arii, 41 1 

Atiseui, treachery of, 15 

Arunthee, TOTolt of, and defeat, 234, 335 

Aristotle, Philip' 1 lrtter to . 12s 

at the court of Philip, 156 

Armenia reached by the retreating Greaks, 27 
Arroidsus, brother of Alexander the Great, 229 

checks the divisions of bio troops, 231 

, hi« marriage, 236 

Arrian, hi* noticea of Bactria, 412 
Anidon*, regency of, 344 
Artabams, governor of Bactra, 419 
Artaxerie* imprison* Cyrus, 5 

demand* the surrender of the Greek*, 13 

Atheroma surprises the Nabslhsnns, 269 
Athenian*, war between the, and Philip, 128 

, their cruise against the coasts of Ma- 

cedon, 157 

lay an embargo upon Macedonian ships, 

158 
, their correspondence with Persia, 158 

oppose the Ampbktyonic Council, 181 

Athens send* assistance to Thebes, 82 
, congress at, 98 

- , ambition* views of, in the time of Philip, 

127 



Great, 303 

Babylon, surrender of, to Aleiander, 207 
Bactria, sources of our knowledge of, 410 
a Persian province, 412 

and Parthia, revolt of, 392 

Bactrian (Greek) kingdom, extent of, 411 

terminology, obscurities of, 418 

Bactrian*, early notice* of the, 412 

Bceotia, conspiracy in, 112 (see Epamainondas) 

Balae, Aleiander, the Usurper, 385 

, his unworthy conduct and death, 385 

, hia son is proclaimed kino;, and defeat* 

Demetrius, 386 

murdered by Diodotae, 386 

Barbaric king*, 428 

Bayer, hi* history of the Bactrian Greek co- 
lonies, 414 

Beasns, puraoit of, by Alexander ; by Ptolemy 
captured, 211 

at pat to death, 213 

Byzantium seized by the Cyraan soldiers, 35 



ix. 457 

Carduchian Mountains, passage of, 26 
Caseander murders Roiana and Alexander, 272 
Census reached by the army, 30 
Chasrones, battle of, 163 
Ctaandragupta (Sandracoptns), his alliance with 

Selencm, 430 
Cheiriaophna, imprudence of, 28 

ith Aralus, 328 



Clearchus commander-in-chief of the Grssco- 
Cyreanarmy, 6 

attempt* to urge on the soldier* — they 

revolt, 9 
, hi) troops quarrel with those of Menon, 

, his replies to Annus and Pbaletius, 13, 

13 

, assassination of, 18 

Cleomenes, king of Sparta, 334 

marries the widow of Agis, 335 

, accession of, 338 

make* war on the Achesana, 337 

recalled by the Ephori, 337 

, hia warlike >i 

- defeats the 1 . 

Ephori, 333 

reforms the Spartan*, 339 

, his war with Antigonns of Maoedoo, 341 

, hia alliance with Euergetes, 343 

, flight of, 346 

, his treatment in Egypt, 347 

solicits permission to leave Egypt, 348 

— , his imprisonment and death, 349 
Cleopatra, sister of Alexander the Great, mur- 
dered, 273 

Clitns murdered by Aleiander, 314 

Colehiana, attack on, 29 

Congreea of Greek states, at Thebes, 107 

Con™, hia victory over the Laced Ecmonians, 86 

Corinthian deputation sent to Lacedssmon, 110 

Coronea, battle of, 66 

Corupedion, battle of, 283 

Cotys, assassination of, 134 

Crassu* (Liciuius) invades Hacedon, 396 

Craterna, death of, 239 

Cratisklea, his fortitude, 343 

Gratia*, hia character, 42 

, hia death, 52 

Cunaxa, battle of, 12 
Cyprus, h-*naection* in, 274 
Cyrua imprisoned by Artaxerm, 5 

invites Xenopnon to the Persian Court, 6 

, Greek generals in his service, 7 

commences warlike operations against 

hi* brother, 7 



noney to pay his 



45S 



if relieved by Quean Epyaxs, B 

informs tie iimy of his real 

prise, 10 
interposes between the armed divisions 

ol Clearehns and Henon, 10 

, disposition of the army of, 11 

, death of, IS 

, brief outline of his character, I 

Darin 



Egypt (see Ptolemy and Alexander) 
Egyptian wealth, sources of, 407 
Epameinondas, life of, Tl 



imwclw* towards the went, 188,189 
moves towards the Amanic gate, 1 92 
flight of, at Inns, 195 
— , at Gaugamela, 206 
- " Media, 200 



Dametrins Polioroetea, 265 

.success and gratitude of, 267 

, his expedition against the Nnbnthssans, 

269 

, his gratitude to Ptolemy, 268 

, his proceedings after the death of An- 

tigontm, 279 

, hie new alliances, 379 

attacks Athene and Sparta, 279 

is declared king of Macedcn, 280 



-,hin 



1, 281 



Demetrius Phalarens, surrender of, 273 

Dametrins succeeds hie father Antigonns 
Gonatas, 287 

, hie death, 287 

Demetrius Soter escapee from Rome, 383 

, intrigues and death of, 384 

Demetrius Nie* tor vanquishes Balas and suc- 
ceeds to the throne, 3B5 

marries Cleopatra, daughter of Ptolemy, 



-, his influence, 102 
, second pxpedition of, 105 

■ invades Peloponnesus the firortfc time, 

115 

returns to Mantbuea, 117 

Kphesua, surrendered to Alexander, 183 
Eukratidea the Gnat, 425 

-, his extensive possession*, 485-6 

enes, his victory over Craterns, 339 

, declared a pnblic enetnj, 245 

■, measures against, 246 

-, his fidelity to the hooee of Hacedoo, !47 

• escapes from the blockade of Nora, 349 

., his policy, 255 

■ pursued by Antigouus, 256 
, forces serving under, 256 
, dissensions in his armj, 258 
, his battle with Antigomu, 258 
1 conspiracies against, 259 

is betrayed, 260 

■ \ 260 




is* the throne ; is de- 



Dematrias, allusions to the Indian conquests 

of, 424 
Demosthenes, his confusion before Philip, 144 

, bis address to the Athenians, 146 

pronounces his celebrated philippic, 155 

, flight and death of, 243 

Dexippos, base conduct of, 34 



betrays Jonathan, 31 

assumes the name of 

, death of, 387 

, (see Theodotns.) 

Diupsacos, storm of, by A 



Eurydice, influence of, 245 
Euphrates, the, crossed by the Greeks, 27 
Euthydemns on the throne of Bactria, 423 
, notices of, in classical authors, 423 

Gaugamela, battle of, 206 

Gaxa, taken by assault, by Alexander, 205 

.effects of the battery of; 267 

rail of the Greeks seised and other gene 
rals appointed, 18 
Gordian knot, story of, 189 
Greece, post-republican, 2 
Greek centres of civilization, 405 
Greek trader— his influences, 405 
Greek history, retrospective view ot, 453 

, a political text-book, 433 

Greek army, despair of, 20 

, arrives within view of the sea, 38 

Greek military and moral notions, 30 
Gryllua, son of Xenophoo, death of, 40 
Gythinm, attempted relief of, 358 



reign, 3) 



reason to his s. 
their regenerating 



Hellenic and Italic i 

influences, U. 
Helot*, enlisted bj the Spartans, 101 
Hemuem, treachery of, 298 
Hierai, defeat and captivity of, 396 
Hippalus, voyage of, 407 
Historians, Greek and Latin, discrepancies 

of, 87 
Historical canon, 432 

Hostilius, expedition of, against Perseus, 397 
Humboldt, Us remarks on the policy of Alex- 



Macedonia, affairs of, after the invasion of the 

Gauls, 286 
Macedonian ambassadors, their arrival at 
Athens, 147 

phalanx, raised by Philip, 123 

at the battle of Issue, 193 

operations, in the time of Cleomenes of 
Sparta, 340 
Machanidas, king of Sparta, 353 

, bin defeat and death, 353 

Magnesia, decisive battle of, 377 

Manikyals, tope of, 402 

M anting*, her senate to at n Wished, 99 

, the Lacedemonian confederates at, 116 

.battle of, 118, 119 

, second battle of, between Philopcemon 



Indo-Macedouian empire, 400 
Indo- Greek dynasties, paucity of historical in- 
formation of; 424 
Indo-Greek dynasties, 420 

, decay of, 404 

Indo-Greek archaeology, value 0^ 409 
Ipsut, battle of, 278 
Isocratea, oration of, 149, 150 



Issue, buttle of, 192 

Jason, his vast plana, 95 

— gains Polydamns o' 

is murdered, 97 



t, 1M 



Kanerkos dynasty (sea Barbaric Kings) 

Lncoiua, lecoad invasion of, 117 
Lacadamon negotiates with Persia, 67 

, war renewed between, 68 

, conduct of, after the Peace of Antolci- 

daa,72 
— — , congress at, 85 
Lacedtemonian garrison at Thebes, 77 

, war against Thebes, 78 

LeuBianwar, 241 

Leonatiis, defeat and death of, 422 

Leontiadea, death of, 76 

Lenctra, battle of, 90 

— , effect* produced by, 93, 94 

Lysias, history and connections of, 47 

, guardian of Antiochus ; Eupator ] 

death at Antioch, 333 
Lyaunachna, cruelties of, 282 
, defeat and death of, 283 



Marmnraans destroy themselves, 186 
Megalopolis, deutmetiou of, 344 



187 
-, death of, 188 



Menander, > 



ictoriee of, 427 
Messenla, revolt of, 104 
Methone, redaction of, 136 
Miletus, captured by Alexander, 184 
Military discipline, republic ideas unfavourable 

to, 20 
Mitbridstea receives a check from the Greeks, 

24 



Nabatheean chief add ret 

Nabie, success 

Neorchus, nautical skill of, 407 

Nechos, magnificent canal of, 408 

Neoptolemua, death of, 321 

Nicocles, family of, 274 

Nile, overflow of, 301 

Nomadic races, their influence, 429 

Numismatic chronology, 428 

, (see English and Mahomedan ■ 



432 



Olyuthian confederacy, reduction of, 72 
Olynthus, captore of, 142 
Orontas, treachery of, his death, 1 ] 

Pages, the band of, their conspiracy agt 
Alexander, 214 

Panioa, battle of, 312 
Parmenio advanci 



J 



460 I 

Pnrmenio at lie battle of Gaugainela, 206 

and Philotu, execution of, 211 

Parties, state of, in Greece, it the close i 

Peloponnesian war, 2 
Panlua £milius commands against Peraiuj 

S9T 



d of an army, 53 

disbands bit army, 54 

Peloponnesian war, its record disjointed and 

unsatisfactory, 3 
Pelopidss, character of, S8 

heads the "aaered band," »tLenctra,91 

is slain in a battle against Alexander of 

There, 112 
Perdiccas named regent, 23 

, intrigues of, 236 

, alliance against, 237 

, hia expedition into Egypt, 240 

is defeated before Pelusium, 240 

la aaaaesinated, 241 

Pergamua, territory of, Invaded by Seleucua, 

374 
Persepolis, destruction of, by Ere, 209 
Perseus, king of Hacedon, vanquished at 

Cynocephale, 391 

, his accession, 395 

, wise measures, attempts to gain allies. 



395 
- takes the field hi 



it the Roman. 



defeated at the battle of Pydna, and car- 

ried to Borne, 398 

dies at Alba, 398 

Phalesius, his interview with the Greeks, 13 
Phosbidss, his seizure of Thebes, 73, 74 
Philip of Mscedon, 120 

, his origin and education, 120 

, his travels and studies ; interview with 

Olympias, 121 
■ ascends the throne of Mscedon, 122 

, bis warlike genius, 123 

, hia victory over Berdyllis, 124 

, alliance with Athens, 126 

, his war with the Athenians, 128 

, alliance with Olyathus, 131 

, generous conduct of, 132 

' — founds the colony of Philippi, 133 
, humanity of, towards " 

137 

ia defeated by the Phocians, 137 

, his policy in the sacred war, 138 

, his high political position, 1 39 

, powerful marine of; 141 

, his reply to Demosthenes, 145 

arbitrates between Thebes and Photis, 

154,155 
, his expedition against Thrace, 156, 157 

is dangerously wounded, 159 



Philip of Hacedon is elected general of the 

Amphictyons, 159 
-, his letter to the Athenians, 161 

occupies Eleteia, 1 62 

, character of; by Diodorus, 166 

Philip, nephew of Antiochns I1L, on tk* 

throne of Hacedon, 329 

, bis jealousy, 332 

, decline of his power, 357 

Philip, son of Demetrius, succeeds to tat 

throne, 2B7, 289 
Philip V., of Hacedon, his subserviency ts 

the Romans, 392 

, grand project of, 393 

, his schemes defeated by family discord. 

394 

dies of grief, 394 

Philippus (Marcius), his campaign sgainst 

Persius, 397 
Philometor and Euergetes agree to reign in 

common, 382 
Philopcemon, skilful generalship of, 346-350 

, lift of, 350 

, his family and education, 351 

, his hardihood and military talents, 352 

reforms the Achean discipline, 353 

slays the Elean general, 353 

. — -, his brilliant generalship and success, 359 

, prudence of, 360 

Phodan war (see " Sacred War") 

, preparations for concluding the, 149 

Phocians, defeated by Philip, 137, 138 

sue for peace, 151 

, decree against the, 154 

Phodx and Thebes, war between, 83 

, condition of, in the time of Philip, 126 

, sources of its power, 140 

Pisidian end [saurian war, 235 
Platssans send an embassy to Athens, 85 
Plutarch, his account of Philip, 356 
Policy, Greek, towards Rome and Carthage, 

280 
Political government, Greek, reflections on, 

46-433 
Polyblns of Hegnlopis, rallies the troop* at At 

second battle of Mantinea, 354 
Polyaperchon, flight of, 261 
Poms, his engagement with Alexander. 215 

, hia defeat and magnanimity, 216 

Potidata (see life of" Philip" and '■ Pydna") 
Prinsep'a discoveries, 401 
Proxenua, in the service of Cyrus, 6 
Ptolemy Soter, receives the exiled Seleocnj, 

263 

, his victory at Gaza, 266 

, retreat from Syria, 268 

defeats Demetrius, 274 



Ptolemy Cernuuru ; his treachery, 2B4 

, his crimes, 2B6 

Ptolem y Euergetes ; hig accession to the throne 

of Egypt, 293 

, his expedition to the Indus, 295 

, advances into Syria, 309 

Ptolemy Philopstor defends Egypt against the 

invasion of" Antiochus, 300 
■ visits the temple of Jerusalem, 311 

, attempted assassination of, 302 

, death of, 305 

Ptolemy Epiphanes, accession of, 305 
Ptolemy Philadelphus ascends the throne, 308 
, his war with Hogas, governor of Gyrene, 

308 
Ptolemy Euergetes, hit conquest of Abyssinia, 

310 

, existing memorials of, 311 

Pydna and Potidie, rapture of, 132 
Pydna, battle of (see Perseus), 398 
Pyrrhus, king of Epfrus, assists Alexander, 

son of Thessalonicn, 280 
Python put to death, 262 
, his treachery, and massacre of the 

Greeks, 234 

Raphia, battle of, 302 

Rhodes, siege of, by Antigonus, 276 

Rhodians, in alliance with the Romans, 306 

defeat the Beet of Antiochus, 375 

, treaty with, 276 

Roman resources, view of, 400 

Romans, their discussion with Antiochus, 307 

, policy of, 366 

i ■■ urged to warlike counsel*, from the fear 

of Hannibal, 367 
, their resolution against Antiochus and 

the £tolians, 368 

, professions of their ambassadors, 369 

, their vigilance against Antiochus, 371 

, they march into Thessaly, 371 

TisitTroy,asthecradleaftheirrace,37G 

, their stipulation* with regard to Han- 
nibal, 379 

, their ambitious views in the time of 

Philip V. of Macedon, 393 

prepare for war with Perseus, 396 

gain the battle of Pydna, and reduce 

Hacedon to a Roman province, 398, 
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id war, conclusion of, 152 

Sacrifice to Zeus Soter, 22 

Salamis, siege of, 274 

, surrender of, 274 

Sanlis surrendered to Alexander, 183 

Scipios, the, observe the festival of Hare, 375 

Scipio Africanus receives the deputy of An- 
tiochus, 376, 377 

, his son restored to him by Antiochus, 

377 

Selencus, accession of, 271 

gives his wife Strntonice to hie son, 

Antiochus Soter, 282 

is assassinated by Ptolemy Ceraunus, 284 

, hu character, 284 

Selcucus Callinicua, accession of, 293 

, his defeat, 295 

, second defeat, captivity, and death, 297 

Seleucus Ceraunus on the throne, 297 
- — is assassinated by Apaturius, 297 
Selencus Philopstor, accession of, 380 

, murder of, 381 

Selencus and Ptolemy, alliance of, 263 
Seleucidss, overland traffic of the, 406 
Sells**, battle of, 328 

, (see Gleomencs), 344, 345 

Seres, the, and Series, 418 

Seuthee, the Cyrean troops enter his service, 35 

i, his breach of faith, 36 
Sinope, reached by the retreating Greeks, 31 
Skirmish between Uithridates and the retreat- 
ing Greeks, 23 
Slingere enrolled, 22 
Social war, 129-288 
Socratea and the Thirty Tyrants, 48 

, his parentage and family, 55 

, his eager desire for knowledge, 56 

, his constitution, appearance, hardihood, 

and integrity, 56 

, his habits of teaching; disriplea; 

l * The Clouds ; " bis magnanimity, 57 

- is accused by Melitus and Anytus, 58 
— — declines the defence of Lysine, arid dis- 
regards his own, 59 

■ ■ appears before his judges, 60 
Is condemned to drink the juice of hem- 
lock, 61 

, efforts to save him, and his death, 61 

Socratic philosophy, political tendencies of, 55 
Sogdiona, colonies settled in, 416 
Sosibius, intrigues of, against CTeomenes, 348 
Sparta, it* power in the time of Cleomenes, 326 

unites with the Acluran League, 360 

renounces the League, 361 

Syria, after the murder of Seleuens, 290 
Syria and Egypt, war between, 294 



